
CITY OF LODI COUNCIL COMMUNICATION 

AGENDA TITLE: Introduction of Delegates from Lodi who will attend the World Council of Churches 
in Zimbabwe, Africa 

MEETING DATE: May 6,1998 

PREPARED BY: City Clerk 

RECOMMENDATION: That Mayor Sieglock introduce and recognize two members of the Lodi community who have 
been selected to attend the World Council of Churches in Zimbabwe, Africa. 

BACKGROUND: Paula Soto and her daughter Elena Aguinaga were selected to be among 25 women 
representing the United States at the World Council of Churches meeting in Zimbabwe, Africa 
in November, 1998. The conference will focus on encouraging human rights and equality for 
women throughout the world. 

FUNDING: None required. 
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City Clerk 
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A p r i l  2 8 ,  1998 

1 ,od i  C i t y  Counse l  

My daughter E l e n e  and I were selrcted b y  Church Women U n i t e d  t o  be two o f  
1 2 5  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  t o  a t  t e n d  the Cel e b r a t  f on of t h e  Ectimenical Decade of 
C h u r c h e s  i n  S o l i d a r i t y  w i t h  Women c o n f e r e n c e  1988-1998. The c o n f e r e n c e  w i l l  
be h e l d  i n  H a r a r e ,  Zimbabwe i n  November, 1998. 

I s s u e s  t h i s  c o n f e r e n c e  wi 11 a d d r e s s  a r e  encoiiraglfng hrmnn rights a n d  equal i t y  
f o r  women throrrghot i t  t h e  w o r l d ,  and  f f n d i n g  ways t o  p r o v i d e  women w i t h  more 
o p p o r t u n i t i e s  t o  c e l e b r a t e  their g i f t s  t o  t h e  c h u r c h  and s o c i e t y .  

A t  t h e  c o n f e r e n c e ,  I w i l l  be e x p l o r i n g  t h e  issues wh-lch women around the world 
f a c e .  A 5  C e n t e r  D i r e c t o r  f o r  Lad€ Community S e r v i c e  C e n t e r ,  I w i l l  he a b l e  
t o  s h a r e  my e x p e r i e n c e s  workfng w i t h  t h e  h o m e l e s s ,  s i n g l e  m o t h e r s ,  t h e  un- 
employed,  the e l d e r l y ,  d i s a b l e d ,  imrn jg ran t ,  and i m p o v e r i s h e d  p o p u l a t i o n s .  Tn 
a d d i t i o n ,  I will b e  a b l e  t o  c o n t r i b u t e  more by s h a r t n g  my e x p e r i e n c e s  a s  a 
w i f e ,  mother, and  a n  a c t i v e  member of my c h u r c h  a n d  community.  Elena w i l l  
c o n t r i b u t e  h e r  e x p e r i e n c e  w o r k j n g  w i t h  v a r i o u s  y o u t h  g r o u p s  t o  a d d r e s s  t h e  
issues f a c i n g  young women t o d a y .  

When we  r e t u r n  f rom our t r i p ,  E l e n n  and  I w i l l  h e  g l a d  t o  s p e a k  t o  g roups  
about  our  e x p e r i e n c e  i n  Zimbabwe. We can s u p p k m e n t  o u r  d i s c u s s i o n s  w i t h  
v i d e o s  and  p i c t u r e s  from the  t r i p .  

E l e n a  and I a r e  v e r y  f o r t u n a t e  t o  he a b l e  t o  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  t h i s  f e s t i v a l ,  a n d  
we would l i k e  t o  t h a n k  Church  Women U n i t e d  and  a l l  t h e  community f o r  t h e i r  
s u p p o r t  . 
S i n c e r e l y ,  
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P a u l a  S o t o  
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