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Pat Stockar, Mokelumne River Task Force 

Council Member Comments 
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CITY OF LODI COUNCIL COMMUNICATION 

APPROVED: 
H. Dixon Flynn -- City Manager 

AGENDA TITLE: Discussion and appropriate action regarding Mokelumne River safety 
issues 

MEETING DATE: March 26,2001 

SUBMITTED BY: Jerry Adarns, Police Chief 

RECOMMENDED ACTION: That the City Council approve the attached proposed 
Agreement between the San Joaquin County Sheriffs Office 
and the City of Lodi for purposes of jointly staffing of the 
Mokelumne River/Lodi Lake Area for enforcement of safety 
issues. 

BACKGROUND INFORMATION: Staff will make a presentation during the March 26, 2001 
Special City Council meeting regarding the attached proposed 
Agreement. It is the intent of the Agreement to provide 
enforcement functions on the Mokelumne River in cooperation 

with the San Joaquin County Sheriff's Office. The City's commitment will be to provide a part- 
time officer(s) position to assist with the Sheriffs boat patrol. The cost of the part-time officer(s) 
will be paid through the State of California C.O.P.S. Grant at no cost to the City of Lodi. 

Funding: C.O.P.S. Grant 

Police Chief 

Attachment 



Mokelumne RiverlLodi Lake Area 

Joint Staffing Agreement 
BETWEEN 

SAN JOAQUIN COUNTY SHERIFF'S OFFICE 
AND 

CITY OF LODl 

GOAL 

The goal of this agreement is to provide the citizens of San Joaquin County, the City of Lodi, and any 
member of the general public using the Mokelumne River, from the Woodbridge Dam to the eastern most 
boundary of the Lodi city limits, and Lodi Lake (hereafter referred to as the Mokelumne RiverlLodi Lake 
area) with an increased law enforcement presence through a cooperative staffing agreement during the 
high use season. 

PARTICIPANTS 

Participants to this agreement are as follows: 

Baxter Dunn, Sheriff 
San Joaquin County Sheriff's Office 
Boating Safety Unit 
Lieutenant Stephan D. Moore - Coordinator 
7000 Michael N. Canlis Boulevard 
French Camp, Ca. 95231 
(209) 468-4461 

City of Lodi 
H. Dixon Flynn, City Manager 
Jerry J. Adams, Chief of Police 
Lieutenant Chet Somera - Coordinator 
230 W. Elm Street 
Lodi, Ca. 95240 
(209) 333-6727 
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DUTIES AND RESPONSIBILITIES 

The San Joaquin County Sheriffs Boating Safety Unit members will be responsible for enforcing all laws 
and ordinances applicable to the waterways patrolled by it. 

Lodi Police Department personnel assigned to the San Joaquin County Sheriffs Boating Safety Unit are 
authorized to assist Deputies with their patrols of the designated waterways and enforcement of laws and 
ordinances. 

CALIFORNIA DEPARTMENT OF BOATING & WATERWAYS 

REQUIREMENTS 

The San Joaquin County Sheriffs Boating Safety Unit is a participant in the Boating Safety and 
Enforcement program sponsored by the California Department of Boating and Waterways. This program 
sets forth the following definitions and requirements. 

In accordance with section 663.7 (a) of the H&NC, the Department of Boating and Waterways recognizes 
basic boating safety and enforcement activities as the following: 

I, 
II. Inspection of Vessels 
Ill. 
IV. Search and Rescue Operations 

Enforcement of State and Local Measures for Regulation of Boating Activities. 

Supervision of Organized Water Events 

San Joaquin County Sheriff's Boating Safety Officers: All deputies on the water (both full-time and part- 
time) assigned to the Boating Safety and Enforcement program must have the appropriate training and 
qualifications required for the enforcement of State and Federal laws and local ordinances for the regulation 
of boating activities. 

The operator of any vessel legally owned by the California Department of Boating and Waterways, listing 
the participating agency as the registered owner, must be a duly authorized member of the participating 
agency. 

Lodi Police Officers: All officers assigned to the San Joaquin County Sheriffs Boating Safety Unit will be 
sworn peace officers. When assigned to the unit, they will be utilized as assistants to the deputies. 

TRAINING 

Once the agreement is put into effect, Lodi Police Department staff to be assigned will be scheduled to 
work with the Sheriffs Boating Safety Unit Training Officer on the Mokelumne River, from the Woodbridge 
Dam to the eastern most boundary of the Lodi city limits, for a period of time to be determined by him. 
During this period, Lodi Police Department staff will be working in an on the job training mode. As their 
knowledge and skills develop, they will then be available for assignment to work with other Sheriff's Boating 
Safety staff as assigned on a master schedule. Due to the officers limited training, experience, and duties 
with the Sheriffs Boating Safety Unit; officers utilized in this assignment will be back up or secondary to the 
deputy on the craft. 
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In addition, all Lodi Police Department staff must meet their ongoing state and P.O.S.T. training 
certifications as required by law, in order to maintain their peace officer status. 

EQUlPMENTlUNlFORM 

Each participant agency shall be responsible to provide all basic personal safety equipment of the type, 
style, and manufacture pursuant to each agency's general orders or policies to any officers assigned 
pursuant to this agreement. This is to include personal communication devices, i.e. portable radio, pager, 
cellular telephone, etcetera. 

The San Joaquin County Sheriffs Office, via the Boating Safety Unit, shall provide either a marked patrol 
vessel or marked personal watercraft for use by staff assigned to boating safety enforcement in the 
designated area. All Sheriffs Office vessels or personal watercraft shall be equipped with all required 
safety equipment pursuant to current California boating laws for vessel operation as well as required 
emergency equipment. 

All Sheriffs Office patrol vessels and personal watercraft shall primarily be stored and maintained at the 
Sheriffs Boating Safety Office located at Stephens Anchorage. Any assigned patrol vessel or personal 
watercraft will be towed to the launch ramp located at Lodi Lake for the days deployment and then be 
returned to the Boating Safety Office at the completion of the assigned shift. 

If during the high use boating season in the Mokelumne RiverlLodi Lake area, the city of Lodi wishes to 
provide appropriate berthing and storage for a Sheriffs patrol vessel, maintaining a vessel at that location 
may be explored based on the overall operational needs of the Sheriffs Boating Safety Unit. 

Sheriffs Office staff shall wear the established Boating Safety Unit uniform (green uniform shorts, without 
body armor). Lodi Police Department staff shall wear the designated uniform (black uniform shorts, black 
uniform shirt, black tennis shoes, with optional body armor). 

SCHEDULING 

Staffing for the Mokelumne RiverlLodi Lake area pursuant to this agreement shall be for the deployment of 
one (1) Sheriff's Deputy and one ( I )  Lodi Police Officer on weekends and regular holidays during the peak 
boating season - May through October. 

The Lodi Police Department coordinator shall supply the names of staff designated to participate, along 
with any restrictions as to number of hours to be worked within the established pay periods or any other 
internal departmental restrictions. 

The Sheriffs Boating Safety Unit Supervisor, subject to the approval of both agency coordinators, shall 
make the scheduling assignments of staff for deployment pursuant to this agreement. 
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The schedule shall reflect days to be worked, the start and end time for each shift and the location for staff 
to meet to begin each shift, Whenever possible the type of patrol vessel to be used shall also appear so 
staff may respond in the appropriate uniform for the type of craft to be operated. 

The Sheriffs Boating Safety Unit Supervisor shall develop a comprehensive schedule for the entire season 
to be submitted for review. In cases when unscheduled events are to be held in this area, notification shall 
be made to the Lodi Police Department coordinator as soon as possible for his review and authorization for 
participation pursuant to this agreement. 

OVERTIME 

The use of overtime for staff assigned pursuant to this agreement shall be utilized only when necessary to 
complete in progress investigations, i.e. reports, bookings, evidence collection, etcetera, or search and 
rescue activities in the Mokelumne RiverlLodi Lake area. 

In all cases where overtime is required, the Boating Safety Unit Supervisor shall be contacted for 
authorization. The Lodi Police Department coordinator shall also be notified no later than the next regular 
business day of any overtime worked by Lodi Police Department staff. 

TERMINATION OF AGREEMENT 

Either party may cancel this agreement without prejudice upon providing the other participating agency 
head with thirty (30) days written notice of termination. 

I NDEMN ITY 

Except for the gross negligence of the City or its assigned police department staff, San Joaquin County 
agrees to save, defend, indemnify and hold harmless the city of Lodi, its' officers, agents and employees, 
from liability of any nature associated with performance under the terms of this agreement. 

Baxter Dunn, Sheriff Date 
San Joaquin County Sheriff's Office 

H. Dixon Flynn, City Manager Date Jerry J. Adams, Chief of Police Date 
City of Lodi Lodi Police Department 
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SUMMARY of City Council Meeting Minute Research 
Related to “Boating” and the “Mokelumne River” 

Prepared by the City Clerk’s Office for the Special City Council meeting of March 26,2001 

NOTE: This is a summaw onlv. Refer to official minutes of the City Council for complete information. 

06-04-41 Councilman Bull recommended a l-month trial period opening Lodi Lake to motor-boat owners one evening 
each week, and eliminating the 5 MPH speed limit for that evening only. 

07-07-48 City Manager Weller reported on investigations looking toward elimination of the hazard caused by City-owned 
boats above Woodbridge Dam on the Mokelumne River, stating the danger is now much less but studies will 
con tin ue. 

01 -28-76 Recreation Commission recommendations to Council (from its meeting of 01 106176): 
1. eliminate water skiing and use of high-powered boats on Lodi Lake, effective May 1976 
2. close the existing boat ramp to public use 
3. urge Council to contact the Board of Supervisors with concerns regarding high-speed and v-drive boats and 

the dangerous boating conditions that exist as a result of high speeds on the river, and further requested 
Council and the Board work together to remedy the dangers 

Council actions: 1) Approved apprising the San Joaquin County Board of Supervisors of the City Council’s 
concern for the safety of boating under the existing conditions on the River and that the City Council would favor 
the development of a plan for the continuation of boating and water skiing on the River, if safety could be 
achieved as part of the new plan; 2) Approved the continuation of water skiing & power-boating on the lake 5 
nights per week (eliminate weekends) 

01 -26-77 Planning Commission reported no action taken/item tabled for further consideration of recommendations to 
Council and the Board of Supervisors considering methods for control of the speed of motor boats on the 
Mokelumne River adjacent to the City limits. 

06-02-81 Council directed City Clerk to respond to a letter from Rivergate Mokelumne Homeowners Association 
regarding hazards to boaters on the Mokelumne River 

08-01-84 Council Member Olson indicated that she had received a call from a citizen of the community expressing 
concern for the safety of water skiers on the waters behind Lodi Lake. Staff was directed to check into what 
agency would have the responsibility for the safety of these waters. 

08-1 5-84 City Manager provided a summary of the County Administrator’s comments on boating safety on the river: 
1. The County does not have authority to prevent boating on the river. Speeds can be limited to maximum 

limits or possibly horsepower limits might be placed on the boats using a portion of the river. 
2. The County does have an ordinance regarding boating on waters within the County 
The City Manager commented that the Sheriffs Office provides minimal patrol, rarely needs to write citations, 
and accident reports seldom occur. 

06-03-87 Council action. Set public hearing to receive public input regarding motorized boating on Lodi Lake. 

06-1 7-87 Public hearing to review Recreation Commission’s recommendations to eliminate all motorized boating with 
certain exceptions, and that the boat launching ramp remain open to provide access to Mokelumne River with 
prohibition of certain types of power boats. 
Council action: Directed Recreation Commission to devise a compromise plan and propose rules outlining 
time limits, etc. for motorized and non-motorized/leisure boating on the lake. 

07-1 5-87 City Manager Peterson reported that the Recreation Commission, at its meeting of 07/07/87 voted unanimously 
to return to Council with its original recommendation to eliminate all motorized boating from Lodi Lake with 
certain exceptions, and that the boat launching ramp remain open to provide access to Mokelumne River with 
prohibition of certain types of power boats. 
Council action: Directed the matter be placed on the agenda for the Council meting of 08/19/87. 
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08-1 9-87 

07-06-88 

06-20-90 

09-04-9 1 

1 0-1 6-9 1 

03-1 8-92 

Council action: 
1. Established a schedule allowing power craft to use the lake from 8am to noon and 6pm to dusk on 

Mondays, Wednesdays, Fridays, and non-power craft allowed to use the lake from 8am to noon and 6pm 
to dusk on Tuesdays, Thursdays, Saturdays and Sundays. 
directed that a survey be conducted on the lake’s usage by non-power craft. 
directed closing boat access from the launch on the lake to the Mokelumne River in March, 1988. 
directed staff to return to Council with its recommendation on power craft which should be prohibited 

2. 
3. 
4. 

Received letter of complaint from Patrick Coulston regarding Council’s newly established guidelines for usage 
of power and non-power watercraft on the Mokelumne River, stating he is unable to enjoy canoeing on the river 
due to the limits set by the guidelines. 
Motion Failed - requesting City Attorney and Parks and Recreation staff to review guidelines. 
Council action: Mayor Pro Tempore Snider moved that it was never the intent of the City Council not to allow 
non-powered crafts access to the river. The motion also directed the Parks and Recreation Department to 
monitor accessing of non-powered craft to the river from the lake area for problems. 

Mokelumne River North Bank Land Use preservation proposed by Mokelumne River Conservation Alliance. 
Motion Failed - approve preservation of land in its natural state, including a public access park in the area. 
Council action: approved concept of preservation of land in its natural state along north bank of Mokelumne 
River from US 99 overpass to Woodbridge Dam, including the feasibility of a public access park in the area 
west of the 99 overpass, namely the Mason property. 

Mayor directed that a task force of property owners, members of the Mokelumne River Alliance, and other 
interested groups should be formed to study the Mokelumne River access issue. The task force following its 
review of the matter should present its recommendations to the Parks and Recreation Commission and the Lodi 
City Council 

Mayor Hinchman asked that a copy of a letter Council received from Captain R.E. Thull regarding access to the 
river be forwarded to the Committee recently formed to review Mokelumne River access. 

The following recommendations (in part) were made by the Lodi Parks and Recreation Commission: 
1, impose a 5 mph speed limit on the river adjacent to all City of Lodi properties 
2. encourage all other areas along the river (private properties) to create a 5 mph limit 
3. initiate a comprehensive master plan of the river (to be completed and adopted as a joint venture of the City 

of Lodi and San Joaquin County) addressing access, development, preservation, maintenance and 
resource management 

4. full access for all types of crafts that can be realistically trailered from City boat ramps; that City staff 
address their boating controls/restriction as to motorized or non-motorized crafts on the Lake and the 5 mph 
speed limit on the City’s waterway; that the City perform required maintenance on the Lake and river to 
handle the parks and control erosion problems 

5. encourage the City to lead in working with the County for a patrol and enforcement plan 
6. City-owned scenic overlook property be developed into a City park for boat access only 
7. address Calif. Subdivision Map Act if/when Thorpe property develops 
8. no access through the Mokelumne Village streets wlexception of City maintenance vehicles 
9. encourage highway 99 bridge/flood plain for preservation and a wetlands area 
10. add Knight’s Lake and Woodbridge Regional Park to Comprehensive Master Plan and encourage formation 

of a river bank maintenance district for more economic erosion control 

The following recommendations (in part) were made by the Mokelumne River Access Task Force Committee: 
1. adopt a Mokelumne River Comprehensive Plan of access, development, preservation, maintenance and 

resource management for the Mokelumne River from Highway 99 to Lodi Lake 
2. watercraft shall have unobstructed access to the Mokelumne River from Lodi Lake 
3. activities on Lodi Lake relative to alternating between speed boats and non-powered boats and their days 

and hours of operation remain the same 
4. San Joaquin Sheriff’s Office be requested to place river patrols on the river to enforce the 5 mph ordinance, 

and the City will step forth to demonstrate a willingness to participate in the patrol 
5. maintenance to be performed on the Lake in the form of removing sand bars, etc., river bank erosion along 

river to be repaired through dredging and rocking, and maintenance of fallen debris, trees, etc. into the river 
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6. the City shall coordinate with County of San Joaquin to develop a comprehensive plan of development for 
Woodbridge river area that will be compatible with the City of Lodi Mokelumne River Comprehensive Plan, 
and ask County to adopt a 5 mph speed limit 

Council action: Voted not to proceed in adopting a 5 mph speed limit on the river; not to pursue access 
through the Thorpe property; to pursue a comprehensive master plan including the scenic overlook, to proceed 
to provide access to the river from Lodi Lake. 

05-06-92 Received a boating plan/operations plan for Lodi Lake Park (presented by Parks and Recreation staff) 
addressing silt conditions, recommending a 5 mph speed limit on the Lake, sign warning of river condition and 
stating that the City has no control over conditions in the river - that all crafts/persons accessing the river from 
the lake do so at their own risk, construction of a log boom to restrict speeds when entering or exiting the lake, 
and fees and specifications proposed as a part of a boating policy approved by the Recreation Commission. 
Council action: Approved boating plan/operations as proposed with minor language amendment. 

07-1 5-92 Introduction of Ordinance 1553, placing a 5 mph speed limit on Lodi Lake. 
08-05-92 Adopted Ordinance 1553 

01-1 9-94 Council action: Adopted Resolution 94-1 0 approving the Parks and Open Space Master Plan, with changes 
which included deletion of recommendation to request the County impose a five mile per hour speed limit on the 
Mokelumne River for that portion located within the Lodi area. 

12-21 -94 Council action: Rejected Planning Commission’s recommendation to reconsider the Scenic Overlook at the 
corner of Awani Drive and Mokelumne River Drive as public access to the Mokelumne River and as a potential 
park site. 

08-02-95 Council Member Davenport commented that a Shirtsleeve Session was held 08/08/95 discussing the Lodi Lake 
Master Plan and a possible berm connecting land masses to stop all boat traffic from going into the river. 

04-02-97 Council action: Accepted recommendation of the Parks and Recreation Commission to reject the Cal-Boating 
Grant offer for the Lodi Lake Boat Launching Facility. In regard to the 5 mph speed limit, the City Council 
agreed that it shall be the Parks and Recreation Commission’s decision on whether or not it will hear the matter. 

07-05-00 Agenda Item H-2 “Mokelumne River Patrol Discussion” 
Police Chief Hansen stated that the river is under legal authority of the San Joaquin County Board of 
Supervisors and the Army Corps of Engineers. He further reported that in 1996, discussions were held 
with the Sheriffs Office regarding the issue of river patrol, as concerned citizens regularly report poor 
conduct and river safety concerns to the Lodi Police Department. While no river patrol agreement was 
conceived, the patrol of parks was removed from the Parks and Recreation Department and became t he  
responsibility of the Police Department. Chief Hansen stated the formation of the citizens committee is 
the proper course of action, and has assigned Sergeant Chet Somera to take the lead in representing the 
Lodi Police Department to work with the Sheriffs Office regarding discussions and possible coordination 
of safety patrol at the river. Chief Hansen then asked that a representative of the Sheriffs Office be 
allowed to address the Council. 

Assistant Sheriff Bruce Agnew, 2081 Sylvan Way, Lodi, stated that there are provisional speed limits 
when operating a motorized craft near moored boats and near established swimming locations, but that 
the remainder of the limitation is for the most part at the discretion of the operator as safety permits. 
Sheriff Agnew stated that about 10% of the river between the Highway 99 overpass and Lodi Lake would 
qualify for the 5MPH speed limit currently, and that many hazards exist, including blind corners, debris, 
swimmers, stationary craft, and high speed craft such as boats pulling skiers and jet skis. Further, he 
stated that in his experience, even extensive patrol in some areas does not solve the problem, but that 
the Sheriffs office was very interested in working toward a resolution. 

Council action: Authorized Mayor Mann to coordinate with the County to establish a balanced committee of 7 
individuals to review and discuss all issues, concerns and recommendations brought before them and to 
provide recommendations to the County Board of Supervisors regarding Mokelumne River safety. 
Further, authorized Lodi Police staff to begin discussions with the Sheriffs Office to negotiate a Lodi 
Police/Sheriffs Office team partnership patrol agreement for shared responsibility of safety at the Mokelumne 
River in Lodi. 
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222 EAST WEBkR AVENUE JACK A. SIEGLOCK - ,., ‘ I  ROOM 701 
. STOCKTON, CALIFORNIA 95202 

C .  

MEMBER 
BOARD OF SUPERVISORS , -, TELEPHONE: (209) 468-3113 

FAX (209) 468-3694 FOURTH DISTRICT . J.. 

Mayor Alan Nakanishi 
Lodi City Council 
P.0. Box 3006 
Lodi, CA. 9524 I-  I 9 10 

Dear Mayoi 4kaii: 
‘Thank you fbr having Assistant City Managcr Janet Kcctcr contact nic in rcgard to thc 

Lodi City Council’s discussion pcrtaining to the recommendations from the Mokclunine 
River Task Forcc. 

Please find attachcd a copy ol’ the proposal for your review and consideration. I would 
welcome your thoughts either individually or from the entire Council. 

At this point in tinic, I have askcd the County Administrator’s officc to work with thc 
Slicriff s Dcpartmciit and County Coutiscl in drafting the necessary policies and 
ordinances for Board considcrat ion of iiiiplctnenting thc recommendations. 

‘hank you again lor contacting nic in rcgard to thc rccoinnicndations ofthc 
Mokcluinnc River Task Forcc. Please do not hesitate to contact nic if you have any 
qucstions at 468-3 1 13. 

With bcst regards - - 

S inccrc I y, 

District Four 



MOKELUMNE RIVER TASK FORCE 
Recominenda tions 
November 8,2000 

The following recornlendations apply to the section of the river form 
Woodbridge Dam to the Northeast boundary of the city of Lodi. 

1. The use of the Mokelumne Rivcr is to be shared. From 12:OO noon 
until 7:00p.m., the river may be used for all types of water craft in 
accordance with state and federal safe boating laws. From 7 : O O  
pm. until 12:OO noon a five m.p.h. speed limit will be in effect. 

Yes- Albert, Alegre, Sanborn, Stockar, Vaccarezza, Wdters 
No- Bell 

2. Due to the incrcased amount of dcbris, snags, sandbars, fallen 
trees and other obstacles, water-skiing, wakeboarding and other 
types of pull-behind recreation should be prohibited on the river. 

Yes- Bell, Stockar, Walters, Vaccarezza 
No- Albert, Alegre, Sanborn 

3. An annual maintenance program for removal of obstacles where 
permitted, such as those listed above should be implemented. 

Yes- Albert, Alegre, Bell, Sanborn, Stockar, Vaccarezza, Walters 

4. It is essential tliat the Mokelutime River should be patrollcd by 
law enforcement agencies. 

Yes- Albert, Alegre, Bell, Sanborn, Stockar, Vaccarezza, Walters 

5.  In order to enhance public awareness and education, boat safety 
infomiation and maps of the rivcr should be located at boat ramps 
and at the entrance to Lodi Lake. Information safety signs should 
be installed at appropriate locations on the rivcr. 

Yes- Albert, Alegre, Bell, Sanbom, Stockar, Vaccarezza, Walters 



January 8 , 2 0 O l / / d V  

Counsil Member Susan Hitchcock 
P.O. Box 3006 
Lodi CA 95241-1910 
Re: b7j&p!uxr\e River 

Dear Susan Hi tchcock, 

Enclosed is an article I found in the Stockton Record (Dec. 2000). It addresses an environmental 

concern with regard to personal watercraft. This issue will not go away and will only magnify if 

something isn't done. I own land on the Mokelumne River and a m  also concerned with the safety 

of myself and my family who swim and fish in the river near Lockeford. Jet skis come up from 

Lodi Lake past my ranch. Until now I have only addressed the safety issue but it seems that 

there are environmental issues to consider. Rather than target the personal watercraft, a simple 

5 MPH speed limit on the entire river would address both the safety and environmental issues. It 

is my hope you will have the foresight to deal with this issue now while it is small. You will be 

protecting this river for future generations. 

Sincerely, 

Stephen J. Borra 

SJBlcjw 

Enclosure 

Cc: Pat Stocker 

1301 E. ARMSTRONG ROAD LODI, CALIFORNIA 95240 (209) 368-5082 



Personal-watercraft ban 
LAS VEGAS (AP) - Personal water- 

craft could be banned from 21 more 
national parks and recreation areas 
after the National Park Service settled 
a lawsuit with an environmental 
grow- 

Lake Mead on the Nevada/Arizona 
border, Cape Lookout in North 
Carolina. Cape Cod in Massachusetts 
and Whiskeytown-Shasta-Trinity 
National Recreation Area in Northern 
California are among the places 
named ip the agreement, Russell 
Long, director of the San Francisco- 
based Bluewater Network environ- 
mental group, said Friday 

Federal parks, lake shores and 
seashores in 16 other states also 
would be affected by the ban on the 
watercraft - widely known by the 
trade name Jet Skis. 

Long said the park service agreed 
that unless it can prove the 
machines don‘t harm the environ- 
ment on a site-by-site basis, each 
will be added to a list of Jet Ski-free 
zones by Sept. 15,2002. 

“This is a victory,” Long said of the 
settlement reached Wednesday that 
avoided a hearing before a panel of 
federal judges in Washington, D.C. 

Bert Byers, a Park Service spokes- 
man at the Lake Mead National 
Recreational Area, said the pact will 
have no immediate effect at the 
huge Colorado River reservoir 
formed behind Hoover Dam. 

Most weekends, Lake Mead and 
Glen Canyon National Recreation 
Area at  Lake Powell on the 
ArizonalUtah border are abuzz with 
personal watercraft. 

Byers said a study to be complet- 
ed next spring could yield a finding 
that Lake Mead is not harmed by 
personal watercraft. 

National Park Service officials in 
Washington could not be reached 
Friday for immediate comment. 

In aunoulicirig restrictions last 
March on the use of personal water- 
craft at 66 national parks, seashores 
and recreational areas, agency 
Director Robert Stanton acknowl- 
edged the machines are controversial. 

Stanton called the restrictions “a 
prudent approach’ and specifically 
exempted Lake Mead and Lake 
Poweli among the others, which 
prompted Bluewater to sue. 

Manufacturers and owners corn- 
piained that the restrictions went 

might grow 
too far. They maintain that personal 
watercraft pollute less and are more 
maneuverable than motorboats. 
They said the nation’s 1.2 million 
watercraft owners have a right to 
use public waterways. 

including Long, complained the 
restrictions didn’t go far enough. 
They said the machines’ engines 
run at higher throttle speeds and at 
more horsepower, spewing more 
pollution than conventional boats. 

“Jet Skis are a bane to our nation- 
al parks and our nation’s waters,” 
Long said. “They threaten and 
harass wildlife, cause tremendous 
air and water pollution, disturb 
other visitors and cause horrific 
amounts of noise.” 

The environmentalist pointed to 
the Park Service charter, which calls 
for maintaining parks “unimpaired 
for future generations.” 

“There’s simply no way anyone 
can say harassing and threatehg 
wildlife, swimmers, other boaters 
and the environment keeps the 
parks in their unimpaired natural 
conditions,” Long said. 

Personal-watercraft opponents, - 

. 





RESOLUTION NO. 2001 -74 

A RESOLUTION OF THE LODl CITY COUNCIL 
RECOMMENDING THAT THE SAN JOAQUIN COUNTY BOARD 

THE MOKELUMNE RIVER FROM THE WOODBRIDGE 
IRRIGATION DISTRICT DAM TO GUILD AVENUE 

OF SUPERVISORS ESTABLISH A 5-MPH SPEED LIMIT ON 

WHEREAS, the Mokelumne River runs adjacent to the City of Lodi and Lodi Lake 
from the Woodbridge Irrigation District Dam to Guild Avenue; and 

WHEREAS, the City of Lodi has an interest in protecting the health, safety, and 
recreational enjoyment of its citizens who use the river and Lodi Lake for recreational 
purposes; and 

WHEREAS, the Mokelumne River has numerous blind corners, snags, and 
narrow channels that make high-speed water travel dangerous; and 

WHEREAS, high speed watercraft create wakes that damage banks and levee 
improvements; and 

WHEREAS, the citizens of Lodi have overwhelmingly vocalized support for a 5-mph 
speed limit on the Mokelumne River. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that t h e  City Council of the City of Lodi 
does hereby recommend to the San Joaquin County Board of  Supervisors that it 
establish a 5-mph speed limit on the Mokelumne River from the Woodbridge Irrigation 
District Dam to Guild Avenue. 

Dated: March 26, 2001 

I hereby certify that the foregoing is a true and correct copy of Resolution No. 
2001-74, which was duly and regularly passed and adopted by  the City Council of the 
City of Lodi in a special meeting held March 26, 2001 by the following vote: 

AYES: COUNCIL MEMBERS - Hitchcock, Howard, Land, Pennino and 
Mayor Nakanishi 

NOES: COUNCIL MEMBERS - None 

ABSENT: COUNCIL MEMBERS - None 

ABSTAIN: COUNCIL MEMBERS - None 

wq$j? ep ty City Cler, 

I I 2001 -74 



We, the undersigned, support the concept of a &et, tranquil and 
natural- park at Lodi Lake, free from additional urbanization. 



. . . ,  . 

We, the undersigned, support the concept of a Quiet, tranquil ahd 
natural- park at Lodi Lake, free from additiona€ urbanization. 



We, the undersbed, support the concept of a c&t, tranquil and 
natural- park at Lo& Lake, free from additional urbanization. 



We, the undersbed, support the concept of a Quiet, tranquil and 
natural' park at Lodi Lake, free from additional urbanization. 
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We, the undersigned, support the concept of a quiet, tranquil and 
natural- park at Lodi Lake, free from additional urbanization. 

ADDRESS TELEPHONE . COMMENTS: 
A? 

NAME ~ 

? f  
v .  
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We, the undersigned, support - the concept of a quiet, tranquil and 
natural- park at Lodi Lake, free from additional urbanization. 

C 
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We, the undersigned, support the concept of a quiet, tranquil and 
natural- park at Lodi Lake, free from additional urbanization. 



-..- We, the undersigned, support the concept of a Quiet, tranquil and 
natural- park at Lodi Lake, free from additional urbanization. 



We, the undersigned, support the concept of a quiet, tranquil and 
natural- park at Lodi Lake, free from additional urbanization. 
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We, the undersigned, support the concept of a quiet, tranquil and 



We, the underskned, support the concept of a auiet, tranquil and 
naturd- park at Lodi Lake, free from additional urbanization. 



We, the undersigned, support the concept of a quiet, tranquil and 
natural- park at Lodi Lake, free from additional urbanization. 
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We, the undersigned, support the concept of a quiet, tranquil and 
natural' park at Lodi Lake, free from additional urbanization. 



We, the undersigned, support the concept of a quiet, tranquil and 
natural' park at Lodi Lake, free from additional urbanization. 
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We, the undersigned, support the concept of a auiet, tranquil and 
natural' park at Lodi Lake, free from additional urbanization. 



We, the undersigned, suppart the concept o€ a ~ & t ,  tranquil and 
natural' park at Lodi Lake, free from additional urbanization. 



We, the undersigned, support the concept of a quiet, tranquil and 
natural park at Lodi Lake, exempt from additional urbanization. 

NAME ADDRESS TELEPHONE 



We support the concept of a quiet, tranquil, and natural 
park at Lodi Lake, exempt of additional urbanization. 

NAME ADDRESS TELEmNE 



We, the undersigned, support the concept of a auiet, tranquil and 
natural' park at Lodi Lake, free from additional urbanization. 

ADDRESS TELEPHONE . COMMENTS: 



We, the undersigned, support the concept of a quiet, tranquil and 
natural- park at Lodi Lake, free from additional urbanization. 



. . . . . . . 

We, the undersigned, support the concept of a quiet, tranquil and 
natural' park at Lodi Lake, free from additional urbanization. 



We, the undersigned, support the concept of a quiet, tranquil and 
natural' park at Lodi Lake, free from additional urbanization. 
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We, the undersigned, support the concept of a ~uiet, tranquil and 
natural- park at Lodi Lake, free from additional urbanization. 



We, the undersigned, support the concept of a quiet, tranquil and 
natural park at Lodi Lake, exempt from additional urbanization. 



We, the undersigned, support the concept of a quiet, tranquil and 
natural- park at Lodi Lake, free from additional urbanization. 
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We, the undersigned, sbpport the concept of a quiet, tranquil and- 
natural‘ park at Lodi Lake, free from additional urbanization. 



We, the undersigned, support the concept of a quiet, tranquil and 
natural- park at Lodi Lake, free from additional urbanization. 

L 



We, the undersigned, support the concept of a quiet, tranquil and 
natural park at Lodi Lake, free from additional -tion. 
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We, the undersigned, support the concept of a quiet, tranquil and 
natural park at Lodi Lake, free from additional urbanization. 
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We, the undersigned, support the concept of a quiet, tranquil and 
natural park at Lodi Lake, free from additional urbanization. 

NAME ADDRESS TELEPHONE 
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We, the undersigned, support the concept of a quiet, tranauil and 
natural' park at Lodi Lake, free from- additional urbanization. 

I 

i- 



The Mokelumne River, fi-om Highway 99 to the Woodbridge dam, is 
a twisting, snag-filled waterway. It serves as the northern border for the City 
of Lodi bordering luxury homes, the Lodi Lake Nature Preserve, and Lodi 
Lake rental sites. It is accessible fi-om a boat ramp in Lodi Lake. This river 
is home to wildlife including, salmon, otters and nesting herons. 

We urge the Lodi City Council and the San Joaquin County Board of 
Supervisors to: 

We believe that because of the many snags in the river and its 
twisting course, speeds higher than 5 mph are unsafe, additionally, speeding 
boats contribute to habitat degradation and accelerate erosion of the river 
banks. Noise fkom speeding watercraft are incompatible with the tranquility 
people seek when using Lodi Lake, its riverside rental sites and the nature 
area. 



February 21,2001 

Dear Council Members: 

My name is Amy Fritz and my family and I live at 1234 Rivergate Drive, in Lodi. 
Unfortunately, we could not be here tonight, but my husband and I feel strongly 
about the river and wish to voice our concerns. 

Living on the river, we see a lot of what goes on there from most windows of our 
home. What we have seen during the seven years we have lived here has been 
upsetting, to say the least. The terrible accident that happened last summer is a 
realization of my family’s worst fears. The speeds in which the boats are allowed to 
go in this small, winding river are a recipe for disaster. 

We have owned a ski boat for the last 18 years and have never launched it in the 
Mokelumne River because it’s just too dangerous. It would only take one summer 
day watching the traffic on the river to figure this out!! How can such a narrow, 
winding river safely transport people on a regular basis without occasional 
fatalities? It’s not possible!! 

We did purchase a Jet Ski soon after moving onto the river. It took no time at all 
for us to realize that this, too, was a mistake. Blind curves, crowded waterways and 
other jet skiers racing one another made the river chaotic and stressful. 

My husband, Dan, and I feel very strongly that there should be a five-mile per hour 
speed limit put on the river at all times of the day. By only requiring the 5-mile per 
hour speed limit in the mornings and evenings only means that the worst accidents 
on the river will happen in the afternoon hours. It certainly won’t mean a safer 
river. 

Since the Mokelumne River runs right through Lodi and feeds into Lodi Lake, we 
feel that the Lodi City Council should address the issue of speed on the river and 
take a stand to keep our citizens safe!! 

We ask you to please consider putting the issue of a five-mile per hour speed limit on 
your agenda in the near future. 

Thank you. 

Amy & Dan Fritz 



ELLEN AND PAT MCGUIRE ................................._......................*.....................................,.*....,..,....,...~...... "*.,..................... 
P.O. Box 1247 
Woodbrid_geCA 95258 
(209) 3332818 
mamman@catholicfamilies.net 

August 23,2000 

Mokelumne River Task Force 
C/O Chet Somera 
Police Dept. 
230 W. Elm St. 
Lodi CA. 95240 

Lodi City Council 
P.O. Box 3006 
Lodi CA. 95241 

I am writing this letter in regards to the safety issue on the Mokelumne River. My husband and I 
have lived on the river for the past 10 years. Our house is located behind the Woodbridge 
Welding Shop. Our beach is located close to where the last fatal accident occurred. 

When we first moved here, we owned a motorized aluminum fishing boat. iMy husband and I took 
our small child out for a boat ride. A ski boat that was pulling a knee boarder OG the back 
purposely tried to spray us. We were unable to get out of its way and it repeatedly targeted us. 
We were helpless. As we tried to escape, the boat once more sprayed us with water, this time 
hitting our boat and filling it with water. Luckily we were all w e q  life jackets and we paddled 
to shore. 

After that incident we sold our small boat and we purchased a ski-boat with the belief that we 
would no longer be a helpless target. We took a few boat rides that summer and we even 
purchased a tube to let our children ride in behind our boat. Well, this also met in disaster. Every 
time we went boating something dangerous occurred. Boat skiers would come dangerously close 
to our tube riders, sometimes purposely md other times accidentally. Jet skiers would try to cross 
our boat wake and nearly ht our children. When the summer was over, we sold our  ski boat as 
well. 

For the past 6 years, we have not used motor crafts of any kind. The lives of our Wily and our 
f%nds are precious to us and it just isn't worth the risk. Now we have our children and their 
friends use paddle boats, kyaks, and other floating devices in the river. They may only go out 
directly m front of our house, close to our beach. We have to watch the river like patrol officers t o  
make sure that the boats and wave runners whizzing by at speeds up to 60 rnph. stay away &om 
our beach area Sometimes we have to make our children and guests get out of the water because 
of the irresponsible, disrespectfbl drivers who threaten the lives of others. 

We are also concerned with the beauty and tranquhty of the Mokelumne. OccaSiody we wilI 
take our paddle boat out into the river at 7:OO a.m. before the motorcrafts arrive. We have an 
opportunity to see and hear the wildlife in their habitat. The water is so calm and peacehl. It is 
hard to beiieve it is thesame piace two hours later. By 9:OO a.m. we are forced off the river. The 
boats, jet ski's and wave runners populate the river and the sound of loud enghes and smells of 



August 10,2000 

Pat stcckar, chairman 
Mdrelumne River Task Force 
221 W. Pine St 
Lodi CA 95240 

Pat and Task Force Members: 

My intention on August 9* was to attend your second meeting and give my input in person. However, since my 
children’s Back-To-School Night went longer tban expected, I now will need to give my input through this letter. 
I wil l  try to keep my thoughts succinct. 

First of all, thank you for your time and effort, it is appreciated Secondly, the accident on the MokeIumne River in 
May was a sad and terrible event. 

My M y  and I live in the Willow Glen area. My M e ,  Lisa, and I have been on the E3oard of Directors for 
Willow Glen Property Owner’s Association (WGFOA) for 10 years. W e  own a ski boat and a canoe. I am a water- 
skier, kayaker, cancer and swimmer. I learned to ski on this river as a teenager. I have taught my two children to 
kneebard and wakeboard on this river. We always tried to be off the river before noon, because that is when the 
“Crazies” came out on the river. We haven’t skied on the river in over two years due to the sunken debris, unsafe 
drivers and the fact that the river is so windy it is a lousy tow. Nowadays we travel either 20 minutes to the Delta 
or 35 minutes to New Hogan Reservoir. 

The Mokelumne River is a mature river. Since our Valley’s topography is flat, the rivers here meander slowly 
trying to carry their load. They don’t flow straight and fast like rivers that are cutting a new path. The distance 
h m  Hwy. 99 to the Wocxibridge Dam is approximately 2 miles. In that distance on the Mdcelumne I count about 
23 turnsand 1 mlroadtrestle (see attachment). Ofthose turns, I count about 20 that are greater than 90”. and 10 
af those are approximately 180” (hairpin turns). Not the best layout for East vehicles, especially if they are 
dragging something behind them. 

Past discussion regarding this overall issue has been: - 1975 Lodi Lake Park Land Use MASTER PLAN 
- Discusses elimrnating boats on Lodi Lake due to its relatively small size 

- 1987 Lodi Lake Park Master Plan 
- Mr. Richard Bider, the architect, discusses: 

- Not using large power boats - Erosion from boats and natural forces 
- “I only have one reservation in my mind about the park’s future development. That is the 
potential for overuse of the natural area. This can not be allowed to happen. I mention this 
now, in the hope that some future citizen wil l  read this, and speak out.” 

- 1992 Dock Was Closed (I don’t know why) - Parks & Rec. recommended - Re-open dock (City Council approved) 
- 5 MPH along city property (City Council unanimously defeated) 
- City of Lodi Police “TAKE THE LEAD” in patroiling (has never happened) 

- 1995-97 13- Acre Improvement Project - $4 12,000 “LAUNCHING FACILITY GRANT’ 
- 27 pull-thru parking places + 56 other spaces. 
- The main goal was to finish the 13-acre development (but at what cost to the environment?) 
- Parks & Rec. recommended to turn back the money, but only after public outcry. 



lRTHUCLDIC J C O R l t  lNDUSTRlAL 

June 28,2000 

City Hall 
221 W. Pine 
Lodi, CA 95240 

Re: Lodi Lake ant 

California Orthopedic Physical Therapy, Inc. 
Lodi, California, Ste 1 95242 
Ph: (209) 368-1678 Fax: (209)368-2134 

Mokenme River 

Dear Lodi Council, 

I was very disturbed over the death of the 1 1 year old boy last month and must write to 
you. 

I have water skied for 35 years and I enjoy the sport, but I must say that I would not ski in 
the river behind Lodi lake. I feel it is too narrow and difficult to see other boats, people 
and objects such as logs and debris in the water. 

My experience while canoeing in the river has been terrible. Boats flying up and down the 
river, cutting comers; basically having the attitude of, “get out of my way, or I’ll run you 
over.” Children such as the boys in the boat last weekend, have no maturity to realize the 
danger that could happen. I find it surprising that a parent would allow them to be out in 
a boat on the river. 

I am not against water skiing nor jet ski’s, but I do not feel that the river or Lodi Lake is a 
place for such activities. Lets leave it to non-motorized craft and take the boats out to the 
delta or larger lakes where the risks are much less. 

I have a wife and four children ages 10, 8, 5, and 1 1/2. Until this matter is settled, I will 
not take them out into the river in our canoe. Life is too precious to have it taken h m  
you like it was for this knily. 

\ Eric S. Sorensen 
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Mayor's Office 

River Safety Committee 

Lodi, CA . 

Committee Members: 
\ 

b 

I am a teacher for L.U.S.D. and a fonner resident of the city of Lodi, and as a user of the Mokelumne 
1 

River waterway that runs from HWY 99 to Woodbridge, I have safety concerns. 
0 

I paddle a small kayak and launch it at Lodi Lake Park. On days when my '%ming'* is good, I 

enjoy this natural'environment. Good "timing" means paddling early, before the river becomes busy with ' 

a variety of motorized*water craft, ie: s k i  boats, jet skies, and personalized water craft. It is not, however, 

possible to always avoid these vehicles by paddling eajly. since they often have the same idea. 

Speed and this winding section of river is a hazardous combination. Many bends in this river are "blind 

* curves" and speedy water craft, especially those pu.lling skiers and wake'boarders, take the' middle of.the 

water way to avoid submerged objects and fallen trees near the shoreline. I have often been forced to quickly 

paddle toward shore to avoid 0;-coming boats that take their half of the river out of the middle. 

.Hugging the shore is not enough protection for kayaks and canoes, if the on-coming boat is pukling a skier 

or wake boarder. If the skier is not followi& the boat at the wake's center, then avoidance for the kayak 

paddler is even more difficult. If the boater andor skier is the type who finds joy in spraying, swamping, or , 

trying to startle the paddler. the,situation becomes truly periIous. Neqr misses are frequent at these "blind 

curves," an'd getting CF numbers to report the intentionally unsafe boaters or skiers IS usually impossible. ? 

It seems to me that an enforced 5 MPH speed limit needs to be instated for this section of the river before 

another injury or death occurs. 

- 9 - w  
Sincere I y , 

aanuel J. costa 

8 I27 MaAners Dr. 3408 

Stockton, CA 95219 

.i 
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We understand that your meeting last week was the find meeting for public comment. 
First I would like to say that it was disappointing that this fact was not made clear to the 
public, and that the entire meeting schedule was so poorly published. That said, I do hope 
that you will take into consideration the following. I will attempt to keep this concise, but 
should you need further clarification please contact us. 

We have lived on the river since 1989, through wet years and dry years. iMy first 
comment is, aside from safety and concerns, the negative environmental impact on the 
river brought about by motorized watercraft. We have heard rhe arguments that it is the 
high runoff that is primarily responsible for the erosion, but I can assure you through our 
observation, deep V hulls and jet skies wash away much more dirt fkom the bank, than 
does high water releases. This point was also clearly made a few years ago when a Cal 
Trans engineer testified at the city council on an earlier attempt at controlling river safety 
when the issue of erosion was brought up. Secondly is the release of petroleum products 
into the water from these vessels. Although we understand safety is your primary focus, 
please do not dismiss the magnitude of environmental impact. 

As for safety, I spent several ye& in b e  Coast Guard on search and rescue vessels and in 
the rescuZ coordination center as the controlling officer, and have been a long time boat 
owner. Aside from this experience, anyone who has spent any time on the water will 
know that this river is very unsafe with its blind curves, narrow c h e i  and deadwood. 
Pur this along with the fact thar many of the users do not have any understanding of rules 
of the road or common sense and courtesy, and you have a very dangerous situadon. 
Unsafe use is not restricted to kids. We have seen many older adults also a c ~ g  in 
reckless and careless fashion. 

River traffic is down significantly this year, perhaps due to the exposure of the danger 
from the accident, possibly from the sheriffs patrols. I have noticed :?at activity does 
pick up after the sheriff has made his run down the river so perhaps thosc who watch are 
waiting for this to be completed. I do not think that patrols are the answer. zither in terms 
of safety or fiscal responsibility. There is no clear answer. Those inespoE- M e  users, of 
which there are many, will continue to operate recklessly if allowed on k- iver. At the 
same time. it is difficult to say ban all motorized craft; although give- he Iack of 
responsibility that exists today perhaps that is the only answer. There ar nany other 
local areas more suited to safe water recreation. 



We have enjoyed the river Lodi our  whole ilves, 
one thing we can all agree on is it is truly a jewel of ~ d i .  
People. Ci-fltDREN have DIED!! an our jewef. We must change 
the limits now 50 not another family will suffer. 



From: Loren and Joyce Dickerson 
2029 W. Tokay St. 
Lodi, CA 95242 369-0722 
bjoy@go tnet .net 

October 24, 2000 

Over the course of several years, we have been boat owners. A few times we have traveled up 
and down the Mokelumne River - it is a beautifid place with many twists and turns, fallen trees 
and brush, an interesting change of scenery. 

With d its turns and blind curves, this river is not a suitable place for waterskiers and f a t  moving 
watercraft. We have been in Lodi since 1965, and personally know of three fatal accidents on 
the river (Joey Rose, a young woman skier, and one other whom we cannot remember) as well as 
the recent senseless death of an innocent young boy and the serious injuries to his father. All were 
attributed to speeding boats. We have seen many near-tragedies behind Lodi Lake during the 
times we have picnicked there with our family. 

The proposed use of the river makes no sense - allowing fast power boats to use the area the 
major part of the day and hand powered craft only the mornings. The popular sport of rafting 
down the river cannot generally be accomplished by noon. 

It would seem more equitable to impose a speed limit of 10 or 15 miles per hour for all boats at 
all times on the Mokelurnne. At this speed one can enjoy the sights and yet not create so much 
turbulence as to cause fbrther erosion to the banks. At 10 or  15 miies per hour a boat can quickly 
be stopped or diverted should a canoe or kayak or other smail craft be in the area. 

As for using Lodi Lake for water skiing. This lake is really too smail for safe and effective skiing. 
How many injuries do we need to make this clear? People who wish to ski and drive fast boats 
can easily go to Hogan, Comanche or to the Delta where there is plenty of open space - where the 
driver can see and be seen. This is only a 30 or 40 minute drive, and launching at Hogan is only 
two dollars. It’s hard to believe that any caring member of the counciI wouid entertain the idea 
of opening the lake to skiing. 

Whatever the council decides on this issue, we will have to live with for a long time. Do we want 
to fkrther erode the riverbanks, create more noise, deal with more injuries or  deaths on the river? 
Or do we want to preserve the area for sensible use and for the enjoyment of the peacefbhess 
and quiet of nature? 



October 24,2000 

Mokelumne River Task Force 
Lodi City Council 
County Board of Supervisors 

4 

My name is David Goehring. I am un able to attend tonight, 
position on the issue of the Mokelumne River usage. 

I have been a resident of Lodi all my Me. Much of my chiidhood and adulthood has been spent on 
the Mokelumne River both below and above Hwy 99. I feel that I know this river extremely well. 

I do believe that there needs to be some changes on the river, however, I do not believe that it 
should restrict waterskiing entirely. I am in agreement with the Task Force's recommendations 
on the following. 

1. Requiring removal of debris 

2. Requiring boaters to complete a drivers safety c o m e  (long overdue) 

3. Frequent patrolling of water ways (necessary for any type of enforcement) 

4. Providing boat safety and maps of the river. 

Where I do not agree is eliminating skiing altogether or just in Lodi Lake. My suggestion is to 
limit water skiing to 20 mph which will eliminate slalom skiing where a much higher speed is 
necessary. Additionally, primarily the only water skiing that can work at a speed as low as 20 
mph is wakeboarding, trick skiing, and knee boarding. These three categories of skiers also use a 
shorter length ski rope for safer skmg. 

I do not agree with the time kame of passive and non-passive boating. I would rather see a 
rotation of days leaving the users without time restraints on their leisure. ' 

One area I see as a concern which I believe is being overlooked, is the use of the water ways 
above Hwy 99. My W y  owns property between Bruella Bridge and Hwy 99. I have spent 
considerable time in this upper area. I fear that restricting only the lower river will force many 
ofthe boaters (Jet skiers) up river where the conditions are much more dangerous due to more 
obstructions, narrower waterways, and swifter currents. This consolidation could be IethaI. 

Additionally, the State of California cannot expect boaters to be aware of all rules and regulations 
without requiring some sort of licensing. Even cornonsense is not good enough when it comes 
to consistent knowledge of U.S. Coast Guard rules and regulations. Education is key as well as 
enforcement when done fairly. 



Garcia, left, looks 
on as SaCVidaura 
works on his block 
stamper project. At 
left, Refugio Luna, 
right, and Alex 
Garcia take a break 
from swimming to 
bathe in the sun. 

.A' 

~ - -  "-- _. - ...uAA- - - " Y Y  UL 

Togy & i q G o ~  +foe 'the abduction, 

Higuera and the other suspect 
grabbed the girl about 550  p.m. as 
she headed to her home several 
blocks away, police said. One of the 
suspect put his hand over her mouth 
to quiet her screams. 

Immediately after, a bmwn 1987 
GMC van drove up near the store 
and the two men forced the giri in- 
side, Benincasa said. The van was 
last seen headed east on h k e f o r d  
street. 

&&Was.& I-, 8 ' - - 
&-& v a l A  a ULGLWC pmLe L U L  

. 2~22S1313: The +andhas '3 i&r 
mounted on the back It aIso h~ 
stickers of the Virgin Mary t 
rear window. 
, Higuera is described as a E 
ic male, 5 feet 3 inches t.aL 
weighing 145 pounds. 

Police have identified the 
driver but are not releask 
name. 

Anyone with information 
the whereabouts of Cnrz 
Higuera is encouraged to mil 
police at 333-6i27. 

Lodi's opinion sougt- 
on river safety issue 
By Chris Derr 
News-Sentinel staff 

In an effort to get the pulse of 
the local citizenry, the News-Sen- 
tinel is asking readers on its  Web 
site how safety on the Mokelumne 
River and Lo& Lake can be im- 
proved. 

As of Sunday, with 223 votes tal- 
lied, two possible safety fix-its in 
the poll are neck and neck. While 
37.7 percent say they believe there 
should be a 5 mile-per-hour speed 
limit on motorized watercraft on 
the river, 36.3 percent say all such 
crafl should be banned outright. 
Another 16.6 percent want to see 
increased law enforcement patrols, 
and 9.4 percent say no changes are 
needed. 

Responses were also gathered 
tiom locals enjoymg the waterways 
on a comfortably warm Sunday af- 

ternoon. Whiie adivity on z h ~  
terways was minimal, many - 
at th6 park to picnic and XJ 
various games. 

Louis and Roberta Presiey. 
residents for 10 years, said 
have reservations about motor 
watercraft because of limited -A 

space. 
"Power boats have no busine 

small areas," Roberta said. ", 
should be determined by 
footage of space avadable. I car 
them being used on the D e b .  
not here." 

Personal watercraft, the b 
powered vehicles which inch& 
popular Kawasaki Jet Sln. a~ 
lowed on the Mokeiumne but ac 
Lo& Lake. 

T h e y  have the right h d s  o: 
es here,' Louis said, referring :c 
lake, to the south of the river. 

Please see Safety, Pas 

/eIyri oOIson: Pioneering community servic: 
:)I Hanner 
;entinel editor 
mber  of years ago, Eveiyn Olson was din- 
h friends. The conversation turned to the 
Lty CounciI and the need for both h o -  
leadership. 

:k, for two cents, I'd nur for council my- 
ked Olson. 
iiiep4, though, were not laughq. 
e . uly, they suggested, she had the 
ufl w ce a council member. 
n ran and won. 
career as a council member h m  1982 

through 1990 included two 
stints as mayor. 

But it is only part of the 
record of pioneering commu- 
nity service Olson has 
achieved. 

Name an area of service 
or accomplishment and 01- 

1 1 son has likeiy been there, 
done that. 

OLSON Art and recreation? 
Olson was chairman of 

the Lo& Arts Commission. She is a former mem- 
ber of the board of the San Joaquin zooiogcal 

Society. 
Business? 
She was president of the Lodi District C h z  

ber of Commerce and has heiped her family - 
two flourishing, if disparate endeavors, IXIL 
and feed stores. 

Health? 
Olson is a member of tlie Lodi Commur 

Hospital board. 
Government? 
Beyond being a council member and ma:, 

Olson has served on LAFCO, the -oup  'L; 

studies and approves government boundanes 
Please see Olson, Pagt 



fheE lidn’t know what 
S: L. id. “So, he joined 
3 self-esteem that he had- 

ruary 1968 and joined the 
played a large roie in the 

in 1966, and served on 
:fter which he was reas- 

.ERRY R. TYSONMews-Sefmnei 
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dd not afford, according 

-tion of the camp means 
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Continued from Page 1 
Sergio Gomez, a Lodian enjoying 

the river on a personal watercraft 
while younger family members 
pIayed on a large intertube, said he’s 
had no problems during his frequent 
visits to the waterway 

”I feel safe here: he said. 
Tf you’re carelid and not drunk, 

p u l l  be okay,” he said. “It’s a matter 
of respectmg the rules.” 

Martha Sweilem, of Elk Grove, 
said she feels safer on the 
Mokelumne than the American Riv- 
er in Sacramento. 

“There aren’t as many people 
here, so there’s less chance of an ac- 
cident happening,” Sweilem said. 

Safety has become a hot topic lo- 
d y  since a fatal boating accident on 
the river earlier in the summer. 

On June 25, an 11-year-old boy 
was killed and his father seriously 
injured when an 18-foot motorboat 
hoidmg seven teen-agers and pullrng 
another on a knee board crashed in- 
to the victims’ canoe. 

According to Megan Standard, a 
spokesperson for the state Depart- 
ment of Boating and Waterways, 
similar accidents have become all too 
common and that personal water- 
craft and the debate of voluntary- 
versus-mandatory boating education 

I t 

JERKY A NSON/News-Senrinec 

Two young girls zip along the Mokelumne River behind Lodi 
Lake on Sunday afternoon. 

are two of the key issues facing the torized cxaft without supervision. 
department. To voice your opinion of the sub- 

Current California law allows ject. visit t h  Lodi News-Sehnel’s 
anyone 16 and older to operate 3 mo- Web site at uww.iodinews.com. 

THE X 1  STOP LUMBER CENTER FOR 
ALL YOUR HOME IMPROVEMENT 

AND REPAIR NEEDS! 

2411 Maggio Circie 
HOURS Mon.-Fri. 7 to 5 

Your Headquarters For 

WE M A K E T E  WORLDS BEST MAlTRESS 

Best Price - Best Selection 
280 W. Ketttlernan t n .  

Lodi - 334-3116 
(Next lo Ban hakl in)  
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!*Our readers write 
,Avoidable tragedy 

Editor: 
Yes, Thls letter has "I told you 

so!" written all over it - unfortu- 

My heart was ripped out when I 
saw your h n t  page article dated 
June 28 headlined "Finding solu- 
tions, tragedy on the river." Two 
summers ago I was bank fishmg 
with my 10-year-old son at Lodi 
Lake and witnessed a near tragc 
accident from what appeared to be 
a 12-year-old driver on a personal 
watercraft. 

The personal watercraft nearly 
collided with a family of four in a 
canoe. I had a nice quiet day ruined 
from all the noise and disregard of 
all the watercraft buzzing around. I 
no longer fish out there anymore 
because it is not pleasant! 

Now, I realize there are people 
who are responsible that sag we 
have just as much right to be out 
there as anyone else seeking water 
-creation. 

When I mo$\a letter two years 
* ago conrplainiag a h u t  theproblem, 
1 which y~u~printed, an angry adult 
I watercraft owner responded to my 

letter. Now we have a dead ll-year- 
old boy and a seriously injured fa- 
ther. We have a tragedy that never 
should have occurred! 

That .tragedy could have in- 
volved myself or anyone else. 

My heart goes out to that family 
and I certamly hope they will work 
hard with the city of Lodi for a res- 
olution to keep our  valuable river a 
safer place where our children don't 
have to needlessly die. 

Greg Rampel 
Lodi 

Mkly. 
: 

Stop power boats 
Editor: 

. I have watched the news reports 
and read the newspaper articles re- 
garding the boating accident on the 
river near Lodi Lake and I would 

tow, that's why they have an observ- M y ,  the o f f i d  r e b o n  permitted 
er in the boat - dnving approxi- in school, naturalism, disavows cre- 
mately 18 mph plows over a parked ation of any sort, but hypocritically 
canoe. preaches that inequality advances 

Now, with the boat patrol out the species through evolution. Grade 
there, you would have had another B. 
person yelling at this driver to "And are endowed by their creator 
Watch where you are going," and with certain unalienable rights.": "Ib 
then he would have nu! over the per- days list of divisive %ghts": Taxpay- 
son in another part of the river. er funded pornography, the elevation 

People of Lodi wise up. Your big of sodomy, outlawing of prayer, and 
business people want to put in a new attacks on males. These certainly 
launch ramp so more boats can drive weren't the nghts endowed by our  
on this river and make more money Creator! Grade D. 
for big business. The river area be- . mt among these are life": Here, 
hmd the lake does not have a wide certainly, lies America's greatest 
enough area for two boats wilih shame, the widest departure from 
skiers to pass each other. This riGr our FOLIII&~ Fathers' ideal, an8 a 
has been dangerous for boaters for- monumentd af€ront to humanity: 
ever. The shorehe is also being erod- The acceptance of the k i b g  of ba- 
ed by the power boats and if you bies before birth, Though most h e r -  
have ever been out there and watch icaas are ~ ~ ~ e a t e d  to think they 
the jet shers, it's a real treat. would personally kill a child, the spir- 

The lake is a serene place of it of relativism pments Us iium prw 
beauty and should be enjoyed by ktmg the unborn babies of other 
everyone and not the elite few who men and women. And the rejection of 
send their teen-agers out to run innate human equality gives many a 
amok. Stop power boats using the sense of accomplishment whenpoor 
river area now before women kill thejr babies..Grade F, - . - T&ys j+ke&€ 

.taxes, miyipdates - and- 
far more than the little 

gets killed:. . -; 

that caused the 1776 re- 
cidents on the river. I'm so sorry for bellion. Grade C. 
the farmly of ths  boy who were just "And the pursuit of happiness.": 
outtoenjoy theday.1 hopeyourCity Americans are still a great people. 
Council considers h s  issue as if it But the foregoing low grades attest 
had been one of your own children. America's love for latitude and self- 

MelindaBaU indulgence. Yes, we both permit and 
GuZt pursue happiness .gmndly, but at the 

expe'nse ofjustice and human Wty 
Grade A-. 

Peter Steams 
Lodi Grading our liberty 1 1. 

Editor: 
At the time of the signing of the 

Declaration of Independence, July 4, .. 
1776, ow agreement on ethics laid No wake on the lake 
this claim: That unique principles of 
h d o m  reign over us. Editor: 

But how are we doing? Does 
Americastillholdtothehghpxinci- 
ples of it's nascence? Let's see: 

We hold these truths to be self- 
evident," proclaims the Declaration. 

I am an avid boater and fisher- 
man and I believe that 5 mph 
throughout the lake and river area 
is adequate. 

Peode who want or feel the 

Resent your positx 
other side, then fask 
compromise. b 1 Pun( 

2. Your favorite 1 
win the champions 
last second the $7 
away by a temble 
You: a)  Remind yo 
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more important thu 
b) punch Bob a g m  
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ment on a recent an 
York Times about tf 
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that - prepare to k 
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parently is locater 
planet. Here on E 
been aware for si 
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ently to stress. We - 
males bump into t 
will respond like tk 
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watch it! 
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again.) 
uation, Two females, will responc in 

FIRSTFEMAI 
SECOND F E  

my fault! 
FIBsTFElw 

are cute shoes! crh 

This fhdlng 1s 
psychology commu: 

like to share my opinion. But today 65 percent of college stu- need €o;speed - or even just skhg 
The Lodi City Council is decid- dents fmd truth a woolly concept, cer- an4 having fun - have plenty of baaed 

-ilg whether it should make this not selfevident. "ruth to them ' open opportunities, the Delta, Corn- 
; area of the lake a 5 or 10 rmle an is private, for each person and pur- I&$x? and Hogan just to name a * 
' hour zone and get a boat patrol. Let pose. averg; few. --., "he- 'laundry 
i me understand this: The boat driv- The infection of relativism has - 
en by an inexperienced driver - weakened all our resolve for civic lakeq oraqrziverontheriver. 

the fact that you never watch your "rhat all men are created equal": 

Here are 

communi@ 

&ep it safe - no wakean the - hme: w.b k bry both 's  and z 

a X&&m names JdW 
maie'will,attempt 

.* Iahdry*apd wher 
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and I mean inexpenenced due to wtue. I11 grade us a D. ' f  3s I 



idates. 
-ategic goals for 1996- 
vitment and support 
ation candidates and 
litical action commit- 
jinr trlier, it listed 
? oi ,Rr registration 
=get communications 

I sound like poiitical 
che IRS tax-exempt di- 
the way described, he 

cs. 

27 years, seemed puz- 
nses for 1993 through 
.gh level of sensitivity” 

9 rules governing tax- 
j found no problems, he 

:ce of political expenses 
I nonmember teachers. 
1 iW bargaining units 
r y  and working condi- 

. of sensitivity’ anytime 
.dly Democratic. Profes- 
roup at Democratic na- 

deserncwidespread at- 
+ a c k A h  it duck 1st no 
. y q  - ,u* “? 1 

n the Indianapolis Star. 
- 

ZEITATlV€S 
TES 
.ve., Washington. U.C. 20500 

20510 or 1700 Montgomery 
1 or (202) 224-3553 
C. 20510. (415) 536-6868 Of 

g, Washington, D.C. 2051 5- 
7 1202) 225-+947 or (209) 

‘V . 

316) 445-2841 

.itol. Sacramento. CA 95814 

.5-2407 or (209) 948-7930 
3. State Capitol. Sacramento. 
316) 319-2010. or (209) 333- 

a. 222 E. Weber Ave.. 

OF TRUSTEES 
:151 Pacific Ave.. Stockton. 

. Keith Land, Alan Nakanishi, 
3 

7lC 
!n ML..-*i, Harvey Roams. 
35240 

1. CA 95201 

na HumbDo La C n u  Bob 
r: Or., Gan. CA 95632 

Our readers write 
How many deaths? 

Editor: 
Several years ago when a large 

state grant was dangled our  “em- 
pire building Recreation Depart- 
ment and our  City Council took the 
bait to build additional boat ramps 
at Lodi Lake. 

Several Planning Commission 
and council meetings were held with 
packed audiences. At all these meet- 
ings not one voice spoke out for ac- 
ceptance. Because of this, the council 
voted unanimously not to accept. 

Councilmen Pennino and Warn- 
er, &r their vote, severely casti- 
gated dl those who opposed accept- 
ance. Councilman Siegiock, al- 
though he was in favor of 
acceptance, but was more political- 
ly astute, remained silent. Had the 
council accepted this state grant, it 
would not have the opportunity it 
now has. 

At that council meeting, this 
writesm&jat a horse power 
htWWW&posed on Lodi Lake 
and the atfeportion of the river. 
We put . ou r  boat in the river only 
three times because it was unsafe 
and that was 35 years ago! 

The river has no “white line” 
down the middle and there are 
many blind spots. The recent sad 
accident could just as easily been 
caused by a speeding jet ski. It’s not 
like we are in the middle of a 
desert. A 20 minute dnve makes 
1,000 d e s  of prime ski water 
available. 

A 10 h.p. limit, with appropnate 
penalties, would enforce itself with 
a little help from riverside resi- 
dents who are irate at current con- 
ditions. 

Council members ask yourselves 
how many deaths does it take to 
remedy this situation and eliminate 
our liabilities? 

Bing Taylor 
Lodi 

Just a matter of time 
Editor: 
Long before the devastating 

death of Tommy Farnsworth, many 
of us knew it was just a matter of 
time before a senous accident would 

Like many others, I own proper- 
ty on the Mokelumne River where 
we have created a beach in a beau- 
hiid natural settmg. 
My ! h d y  and ii-xends enjoy fish- 

occur. 

-- - - - - - -m(nm nnri r-rnnlnu nn rhe 

beach, and we offer the beach to nu- 
merous organizations such as the 
Boy Scouts, school children, church 
groups and others. 

There is a bend in the river just  
before our location and many times 
jet skiers come whipping around 
the corner only to find they are im- 
mediately in the midst of chldren 
that are swimming. 

I have witnessed three near fa- 
talities and the worst part  of it is 
that nothing can be done because 
no one is breaking a law. 

Furthermore, it is a k n o w n  fact 
that jet skis and motor boats have 
been instrumental in the deteriora- 
tion and erosion of our river banks. 

Many, many people are aware of 
the on-going destruction of our  riv- 
er and the potential danger to 
swimmers, fishermen, canoers, 
rafters, tubers and others who use 
the river for recreation that is safe 
and enjoyable. 

Please, let us all make a 
supreme effort to ban all motorized 
water craft from o u r  river, before 
the inevitable loss of more lives and 
deterioration of the river occurs. 

Bill Kooyman 
Lodi 

Arrogant logic 
Editor: 
I read the article ‘‘-4 River Runs 

Through It All’’ imth great interest. 
Havlng spent the last SO years 

in the Lodi area, I visit the lake of- 
ten for the nature area. With all the 
regulation and conservation of this 
area, and it’s natural state, it 
amazes me that these high-speed 
watercraft are ailowed at all in the 
river. 

They’re noisy they pollute both 
the water and the air and they dis- 
turb the natural environment. 

If these craft are allowed in the 
river, then why not allow dirt bikes 
and off-road vehicles in the nature 
area? How is that different? 

The one thing from the article 
that speaks voiumes of this group of 

enthusiasts is the common re- 
sponse: “They [canoes] don’t have 
any way of getting out of the way.” 
Would that logic work if you were 
debating automobiles vs. bicyclists? 
It’s an arrogant and irresponsible 
response. 

Is that  the reason a child lost 
his life on the river, because hls fa- 
ther could not get their canoe “out 
of the way?” 

With thousands of miles of wa- 
terway available in the Delta just 
miles away, why is this small natu- 
ral waterway such a draw? 

Stan Trevena 
h d i  

Starting dates 
Editor: 
Hello! Anyone out there? 
I am hoping an authoriQ ni th  

the Lodi Unified School District -Id- 
ministration Office would eq ia in  
to me the iogic .in having. t w o  s t a r t  
dates for the new school year Segii- 
ning this week. 

My understanding is that Track 
C. for all schools on concept 6, had a 
beginning day on Monday and 
Track B. for dl schooIs on concept 6 .  
has today as its s ta r t  day. Why 
wouid anyone agee  to such a t h g ?  

How much does it cost on a dai- 
ly basis to open and run an e n n r e  
school for one-third of the student 
population:! You still have to supply 
transportation on buses, supply 
cafeteria workers. supply oifce 
staif and administration star? .in 
site let alone the waste on gas. elec- 
tric, phone. etc. that is part of a n y  
business for one-thud of the stu- 
dent population. 

Wouldn’t the money be Setter 
spent elsewhere; such as new hous- 
ing, salaries or educational materi- 
als and books for the students’: 

Anyone have a good reason why 
this is happening? 

Sydney Darsie 
Woodbridge 
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Letters invited I 
I 
1 

The Lodi News-Sentinel welcomes opinions from its readers. 
Letters must be signed and include t he  writers address and phone 
number. No letter longer than 350 words w i l  be accepted. The News- 
Sentinel resewes the right to edit letters. Send letters to Letters to the 
Editor, PO. Box 1360, Lodi, CA 95241-1360, or e-rnail letters to 
letters 8 lodinews.com 



1, it’s about Jerusalem, the holy city . .  

The real Yosemite 

spirits, i.6 the-world. 
m agreement that doesn’t include So get yourself a day pack, and 
must find an innovative yet sub- a bottle of fine wine, and walk a 

3 d e s M a  governmental presence little, you’ll see the red  glories of 
:ppen, if Arafat can claim that the Y o ~ ~ ~ ~ l a e i e r  Point, ~. sowell, * a in a find parking hasn’t been a Problem for 

, out and waik around. “&ere7s Sin- 
tine1 Dome, and its 300 degree 1 view. And then there’s the Panora- - A ? -  
ma Trail, with the wonderful 
views, all the way to Nevada Falls 
and the little Yosemite Valley. 
You’ll know what Yosemite is all 
about. Its not artificial hysteria, 
you’ll find, its peace and harmony. 
So forget about political propagan- 
da and buy some power bait. 

You’ll soon find that cleaning 
fish, and watching a boy fish, is 
what this world is all about. 

Buy a fishing pole. 
J.  Louie TnrlL 

&it 

Safety on the. lake 
I Editor: 

. -  
I * ~Bill Lewellens’ letter of June 29 
isright on the mark. 

&. Jn the summer of 1958 o u r  9- 
pek-dd daughter was learning to 
yatm ski in Lodi Lake and didn’t 
get up and a boat ran right over 
her and severely injured her left 
leg. 
: Thanks to Dr. Clarence Lucb 

she is leading a normal life with 
only a slight handicap. 

Our family has never boated or 
water-skied again. I believe Lodi 
Lake and the surrounding river 
daes not have enough area to han- 
dle both speed boats and smaller 
pleasure craft. A reasonable speed 
limit should be enforced for the 
users of the lake. 
.With this in place a great young 

man would still be with us. 
Chester M. Lock 

Loeke ford 

- 

Fireworks for all 

lake. I look forward 
works display e v e r  
shouldn‘t b e  punished 
don’t go to the lake tc 
play. It isn’t a matter 
a matter of simple log 
can’t all fit in. 

I hope something ~ 

about this so that nex; 
residents of Lodi and - 
and f a d e s  can enj 
works display equally. 

Brc 

Clements apr 
Editor: 
On June 27, concer 

of Clements took our 2 
time extension of O& 
vision, SU-90-21, befc 
Joaquin County Board 
sors. 

1Mr. Jim Curtis, th- 
P A C n r .  who filed the appeal a 
Y U W I .  

I have lived in Lodi all my life 
as have my parents, brothers and 
sister and their families. 

T€us is our town and Lodi Lake 
i s m r  lake. It belongs to us and all 

:Wt&i&d&xitrsoflhdi.Wware 
tBe*qayrn:.“ -’ 

t b d i  Lake is too s m d  for every 
resident of Lodi to fit in. So, it is 
logistically impossible for each 
resident to enjoy the festivities in- 
side the lake area which are of- 
fered on the Fourth of July each 
year. 
How very unfair that the fire- 

works are not completely offered 
to all the resident to enjoy. We live 
in the Willow Glen area as does 
my bother and his f ady .  Every 
year, we have a big family barbe- 
cue topped off with homemade ice 
cream and the fieworks display. 

Each year, the quantity of fie- 
works that can be seen outside of 
Lo& Lake gets smaller and small- 
er. There are so many fireworks 
that can only be seen if your are 
by the lake. We knew that fire- 
w o r b  were being set off by the 
sound of the boom, but they were 
not visible to us and the many peo- 
ple gathered outside their homes 
and lined up in the street. 

This is unfair. All the small 
children were so disappointed 
when they could not see the dis- 

I love my town and I love my 
Play. 

our  spokesperson, was 
the reasons we felt thi 
division was not app 
the rural Clements a r ~  

One of the reason: 
hrougbt to the attentic 
penrisors was the in 
trates. As he drank br 
which he had brough 
Supervisor Simas lea: 
Supervisor Sieglock ar: 
remark, ‘He is probak 
nitrates,’ and they bot. 

to cover his microphc 
would not be heard a 
hearing room and M 
the supervisor for th 
area, found ths remaz 
I was shocked at their 
conduct. 

Our appeal was de: 
The only supervisor t o  
vor of our appeal was 
terez who represents tk 
ton area who comment 
is facing the same prot 

Mr. Simas’ cornme1 
“We have ours and don’- 
one else to have theirs.- 
been an addition that w- 
tain our rural atmo 
would not have appeale 
37 house gated s u M r  
will almost double t: 
Clements. 

Robe? 

Mr. Simas did not 
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About that picture .:- 

. .  

Editor: 
We are sure Ms. Pennington, the 

lady pictured on the front page of 
the Lo& News-Sentinel on July 11, 
is a very nice lad3 

But we do wonder if the commu- 
nity would have been better served 
if the 7 inch by 6% inch color photo- 
graph had featured the egg mass 
rather than the life size image of 
Ms. Pennington's hair rollers. 

If the photographer had cap- 
tured a picture of the egg mass, 
andor insect, to reproduce in life- 
size, color for the front page of the 
Lo& News-Sentinel, the citizens of 
the area would have had an oppor- 
tunity to learn more about the 
glassy-winged sharpshooter. 

It would appear from the infor- 
mation in the article that Ms. Pen- 
nington did not recognize sharp- 
shooter when she discovered the in- 
festation in her yard. 

A life size, color photograph 
would have helped to idennfy the 

Eari and V i h n  Eaynes 

Editor's note: The News-Sentinel 
has published various pictures of 
the dreaded sharpshooter and its 
egg m s e s :  Nindfil of the Haynes' 
comments, we will do so again as 
soon as news developments and 
space allow. 

j threat in her yard months ago. 

Limiting f r e e  speech 
Editor: 
The latest decision of "our" illus- 

trious Supreme Court to forbid stu-  
dent led prayers in schools is an- 
other example of the government's 
desire to e b a t e  fzee speech in 

this country ' +  
A school dis- 

trices policy of allowing such stu- 
dent led prayers viohtes the consti- 
tutionality required separation of 
government and religion." (quote 
fmm Lodi News-Sentinel) 

To what constitution was the 
Supreme Court referring? Certain- 
ly not the Constitution of the Unit- 
ed States of America. Nowhere in 
the US. Constitution does it say 
this. 

The First Amendment states: 
'Congress shall make no law re- 
specting an establishment of reli- 
gion, or prohibiting the h e  exer- 
cise thereof; or abridging the free- 
dom of speech, or of the press, or  the 
right of the people peaceably to as- 
semble, and to petition the govern- 
ment for redress of grievance." 

How does a person's prayer be- 
fore a football game even resemble 
"the establishment of religion' as 
Justice John Paul Stevens stated in 
his opinion? Th~s 'decision does, 
however, 'prohibit the h e  exercis- 
ing thereof."' 
No one is requmd by law or de- 

cree to join in any prayer by a s k -  
dent, or anyone else for that matter. 
This decision does abridge the right 
of the individual leading such a 
prayer from exercising his o r  her 
MOM of speech, and is diredy 
against the Fkst Amendment. 

Jc~nne C. Honeywell 
W d b r i d g e  

The court said 

Making the river 
safe 

Editor: 
The Saturday before Facher's 

Day, we were on the north side of 
Lo& Lake e n j o p g  a late evening 

dinner with my in-laws. 
Since this was the time that 

there was no swimming in the lake, 
we noticed two or three chiIdren 
swimming on the river side of the 
lake. 
Tbis was sad in itself because 

they should not have been swim- 
ming at all. If the lake water was 
unsafe to swim, so was the river wa- 
ter, or one would reason. 

But what was so appalling that 
evening was the boats and Jet Skis 
on the river. Their speed was unbe- 
lievable. Being so close to shore and 
around the sharp blinded curves. 
they came a break-neck speed. The 
clucks codd not even enjoy the wa- 
ter till the boats stopped running. 

Anyone of the chddren swim- 
ming that night could have easily 
ended up a victim of speed on the 
river. 

It may be fun to go fast on your 
Jet Ski or in your boat. but safer< 
must always be first on your mind 
when you are driving any machine. 

There needs to be some h d  of 
posted speed Iimit in our 'not so 
large' water piayground. After alI. 
we are not some big lake with thou- 
sand of square miles of open water 
ways. Our beautiful lake is just a 
small lake that should be enjoyed 
by all in a safe and comfortable 
manner. 

Having to worry about speeding 
boats and Jet Slus on the nearby 
river, seeing their speed and hear- 
ing their speed, does not make the 
area a nice, peaceful, enjoyable 
place to relax. 

Wake up and see the loss that 
will continue to happen if some- 
thing is not done to make the river 
near our  lake a safe place for all. 

Jean Ruby 
Ludi 

The AIDS epidemic ravaging &ca has gained world- 
wide attention during the International AIDS Confer- 
ence in -, South Mca 

As grimas theAIDS Qisis is, thereis another medical 
catastmpbe looming that could be overlooked, a group of 
&can journalists and civic leaders visitmg h&mapa- 
Iiswarnedrecently 

Malaria takes as m y  lives in some &can m- 
tries as AlDS does. Worldwide, it kills up to 2.7 d o n  
people, about 1 rmllian of whom are children under age 5 
living south of the S k  Desert. victims of w81; mtu- 

Africa hi€ hard by A D S  epidemic 
rai disaster and poverty are at greatest nsk. 

"he Mican visitors say the treatment of malaria vic- 
tims has been undermined by African leaders who steal or 
horde shipments of quhme and other anti-malanai drugs. 
And the epidemic has been exacerbated as maiana-cany- 
ingmasqUitoes become more resistant ta current vacanes; 

Last yeag 860,000 pnmary schookhddren in sub-Sa- 
haran&ca lost their teachers to ADS. Malana claimed 
the lives of more than a W o n .  Whether AIDS or maiar- 
ia, children are the losers. 

Couley -Vews Servlce 
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nmea me sults w m  m p  Moms; K.J. KeynOIUS aria 0th- 
Is. 
!y, the attention generated by the case stems mostly 
of the verdict, a sum that one tobacco company lawyer said 
th . at? bankrupting the industry 10 times over The 
ore\, Jy stand to make $45 billion. 

tiom are blunt 
ttt8 for crafing 
licy. I f  the goal 
dwcco use, the 
t lies only with 
vent, which hcrs 
dterly over the 
*ears to protect 

Americans. 

99 

The reality is that it  wil l  be 
many years, if ever, that the first 
dollar actually moves from the in- 
dustry into the pockets of the vic- 
tims or the lawyers in this case. 
The constitutional issues certain to 
be raised on appeal are compelling. 
This case is unique among anti-to- 
barn suits in being the only one of 
26 where a judge approved a class 
action. Wd Street analysts as well 
as the industry‘s lawyers were con- 
fident that appellate courts would 
set aside the verdict; the closing 
prices on the New York Stock Ex- 
change of tobacco stocks barely hic- 
cuped. 

Still, anti-smoking advocates 
n enormous victories. For the h d  time, the Rosenblatts 
ng top tobacco company executives into court and, under 
to admit to a host of egregious offenses against customers 
3ne publicly apologzed to the sick smokers in the room 
y of the late b e  Della Vecchia, a plaint8 who died be- 
ong trial concluded. 
,*d that cigarettes caused cancer and they decried past 
1 youths into talung up the habit. Never again will the to- 
xe able to return to its old ways of iworing links between 
ice ’argeting kids or of denying b Congress its aware- 
3 ac i v e  properties. 
rn are blunt weapons for CraRing public policy. If the goal 
o use, the solution lies only with government, which has 
?r the years to protect Americans. The next step in the war 
; should come &om Congress in passing laws giving the 
idministration the power to treat nicotme as the danger- 
1s. 
I” j& &d ‘;.;.d.d the notion-tlfhk%e p l b i i s d o c  

ze with thelr plight. But the time when smokers could say 
R better is past. Anyone who followed this tnal on the 
this editorial and yet contmues to smoke, has only him- 

~ s p o n s l ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ o f o r ~ e ~ ~ e s s .  *. 4 b l  ‘ I  1 * 1 * ’ d i l  J W J i l  

- Reprinted f?om the Miami Herald 
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Our ‘readers write 
Dangerous waters 

Editor: 
Having worked on the Delta for 

a number of years, I have watched 
experienced and inexperienced rid- 
ers on Jet Skis (or personal water- 
&). Slow is not the game plan. 

As riding the highways on a mo- 
torcycle is dangerous so is riding 
the waterways on a motorcycle-like 
craft. Also, water skiing has the 
same spirit of adventure attached. 
A fast boat and fast action. 

Enjoyment is thwarted by con- 
stant searching for other water- 
craft. A slow-moving canoe or fish- 
ing boat will be in the vay of a 
thnllrng ride of any distance. 

The proper places for these units 
are the channel or wide rivers so 
that they do not interfere with oth- 
er people’s pleasures. They are 
more easily guded there than on a 
river, which is lined with homes and 
bends, making travel very slow and 
hard to navigate. Wakes prevent 
people h m  embarking and debark- 
ing boats safely; they wash away 
the soil From levees, causing con- 
stant repair, whch is paid for by 

As mechanical stop signs on 
streets are awarded to an intersec- 
tion only after someone has been 
killed, 90 let us now say that the 
sacrifice has been made and this 
area needs a stop sign for motorized 
craR (skis and boats) on Lodi Lake. 

Naomi McCaiIurn Cam 
Mi 

Getting in for free 
Editor: 
Lately while visiting Lo& Lake 

Park during the noon hour, I have 
noticed that  a number of U.S. Postal 
Service trucks come in to the lake 
for the drivers to have lunch. 

I also notice that they do not pay 
for entering the park, but are 
passed through the gate at  no 
charge. I asked a park employee 
about this and was told that they 
have ‘E” license plates and don’t 
Bave to pay to get in. 

Why, when these people who 
make in excess of $30,000. a year, 
c a n  they get into the park for free 
but a single mother of two or three 
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Vietnam trade 
After neariy five years of nego- 

tiations, the United States and 
Vietnam have crafted a trade pact 
that should improve relations be- 
tween two longtime adversaries. 
This presumes congressional ap- 
proval of the deal, which is any- 
thug but certain; given the  politi- 

mact bt 
I 

Vietnam is the logical extension of 
granting full diplomatic recogni- 
tion to the Communist country in 
1995. One way to bring about 
change in Vietnam’s. command 
economy is exposing it to the pros- 
perity that flows from fkee-market 
principles. 
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as, however, accuse the 
making big land grabs 
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; the wishes of state of-- 
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he power to designate 
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S h a mef u I clos i n 4 -‘ I--- 

. - , ‘,. d Editor: i 

On July 12, I had to say good-bye 
to many good friends as the Lodi 
Memorial Home Care Department 
closed. 

What a shame this had to hap- 
pen to a department that was so 
badly needed by so many elderly 
people in Lodi. 

During the quest to “save” Lodi 
Memorial Hospital. many depart- 
ments have been closed. 

What department is next? 
You can’t tell me that closing 

these departments is going to help 
pay for that brand new mdIion dol- 
lar MRI machme the hospital is 
thikdli-ng about buying! Remembm, 
the. hospital is in the red. 

. In the closing of o u r  department, 
not only were 19 of us left without a 
job, but our numerous clients were 
left without hardly a word of warn- 
ing and only a list of Stockton agen- 
cies to call. 

I would like to take this time to 
thank all the clients and their fam- 
ilies I got to know over the last 
eight years. I learned so many 
things by becoming friends with 
you. Thank you for the smiles you 
always had for me and the great 
stones. I will miss you. 

A special thank you to Kathleen 
Jackson. the one person who could 
hold together a sometimes crazy of- 
fice and always see the bright side. 

Next time a department has to 
close, do the hospital administra- 
tors think they could have the com- 
mon decency to  wait until the good- 
bye party is over before they move 
the fumture out of the office? 

I can’t thnk of anything t h  
hospital could have done to make 
us feel any worse. This was done in 
very poor taste not to mention how 
rude it was. 

So. in one meeting we were told 
how great we were doing, and at the 
next - we‘re gone 

Roline Rodriguez 
Lali 

’ 

Safety on the River 
Editor: 
The simple enactment of ‘newn 

laws, codes and other restrictions 
will not in itself resolve the issue of 
increased safety on the river. 

The river is used by a wide vari- 
ety of watercraft: non-powered ca- 
noes and kayaks, power boats, patio 
boats, personal watercraft and, on 
occasion, floaters (tubes and rafts). 
The gas engines will vary from as 
low as 5 horsepower to in excess of 
100 horsepower. Some are powered 
by electric trolling motors. 

Ample laws exist which will al- 
low all watercraft operators to en- 
joy the use of the river in a safe 

.. -. manner, if: , -. I :I, .. 
1. The boaters abide by the &st- 

ing “rules of the road,” laws, as pre- 
scribed by the California Depart- 
ment of Boating and Waterways. 

2. These laws are enforced. 
3. The river is cleaned of floating 

debris and underwater snags. 
The existing condition of the riv- 

er will not: allow boaters to navigate 
the river in what could - and 
should - be greater safety. The 
third issue should be addressed and 
resolved first if the boaters are ex- 
pected to operate in the safe man- 
ner prescribed by the law that  
should be enforced. 

Boating is a lot like driving an 
automobile. The river is much like 
the streets of Lodi. If the same 
standards are applied by the city. 
the river safety issue could be sim- 
plified. 

Legisiadon alone will not pro- 
vide the primary ingredients need- 
ed in the reduction of recreational 
accidents: ( A )  Knowledge of the ac- 
tivity, (B) Being mare  of the condi- 
tions around you, and I C)  The use of 
common sense. 

If everyone follows the law we all 
get along fine and on occasion, as 
sad as it is. there are accidents, on 
the street. in the air, in the snow 
and on the water. it is a fact of the 
nature of the activity. 

If you have an opinion I urge you 

to contact any member of the Lo& 
City Council. Your input is vital as 
they will soon make major decisions 
concerning future boating on the 
river. 

Tim Valkm 
W i  

Dangers of alcohol 
Editor: 
A recent news item reported that 

Lodi youths consume more alcohol 
than average for people in their age 
in California. 

In the same paper, and in neariy 
every other issue, are numerous ar- 
ticles about wineries, vineyards and 
wine tasting -1 the pride of Lo&. 

Illegal drugs a re  ,a: ,m.ajor prob- 
lem that end up causing deaths  in- 
juries, crimes, prostitution, etc. 
Drugs are known to cause major 
harm to the user, but does that stop 
those users? 

M y  point: The most dangerous 
drug is alcohol! 

It has caused more deaths. can- 
cer, diseases, injuries, crimes and 
ruined lives than all the other 
drugs together. Why, then. is it not 
classified as a dangerous, addictive 
drug’? Why aren‘t all alcohol con- 
tainers required to have a warning 
label like tobacco products‘? 

The harm caused by tobacco is 
minimal in comparison to alcohol. 
Suing tobacco companies is big 
news - so why aren‘t those harmed 
by dcohoi  in line at  the nntion’s 
courthouses t o  sue alcohol produc- 
ers? Smokers who chose to ignore 
the warning label do so a t  their own 
risk, so why sue? 

Prohibiting smolung in bars is a 
laugh. Both are legal and nobody 
can dispute which causes the most 
harm. Isn’t that straining at  a gnat 
and swailowing a camel? 

It is obvious why Lodi pushes al- 
coholic beverages. It is also obvious 
why the young people drink it - 
availability and acceptance! 

Think about it. 
Shirley Cameron 

Lodi 

Ic- attack as GOP gets set to meet 
311 major candidates ’ Ohio, Texas and Virgnia. Note that should voters in South Carolina. 
v in time and money Puerto Rico, Guam, Vermont. Amer- 
California and its is- ican Samoa, Rhode island. the Vir- 
had not been com- are on that list. gin Islands. West Virgnia, 

Delaware, Wyoming and Idaho have x e .  1972. when thus 

California. New York, Texas and 
Florida - the four largest states - 

;But these states will have only 
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"A nut case like Buchanan taking control of MY Reform Party? Imagine that!" 
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Accidents do 
happen 

Editor: 
Last year, I purchased a new 

kayak through the Lodi Lake 
Kayak Club. Since then. I have had 
many enjoyable visits to Lodi Lake 
and the Mokelumne River. 

I was kayaking on the nver the 
day of the recent tragedy there. I 
did recognize the kids involved. 
They passed me many times on pre- 
vious occasions. They waved and 
gave me ample room for safety. 

I have never met. nor spoken, to 
these eight individuals, but I feel 
that they operated their boat with 
respect and safety. I just recently 
found out that charges may be filed 
against the boat's driver for 
manslaughter. 

I do not fully understand these 
charges, but I do understand that 
several people's lives changed dras- 
tically that day. My question is why 
would anyone want to continue the 
devastation to these lives. Acci- 
dents happen every day. 

People look out their side car 
window every day and accidentally 
Sear end other vehicles. These kids 
wewroutphaving-fun; and I do not 
believe they ever intended to hurt 
anyone. 

I was almost hit under similar 
circumstances, while in my kayak, 
by another power boater. I was able 
to whistle loud enough to get the 
driver's attention and avoid an acci- 
dent that time. Since then, I have 
purchased a sonic disposable air 
horn for my o w n  safety. 

My sincere sympathy goes out to 

all those involved. 
John L. WegaZ 

Lodi 

Contrul the river 
Editor: 
We cannot close the river to traf- 

fic. 
Motorized or not. it's part of our  

heritage to use the river. 
What is needed are traffic cops. 

We don't need many -just a few to 
patrol the river and keep the Jet 
Skis down to .5 mph. 

The accident that U e d  that poor 
kid was just that, an accident. But it 
was also just a time bomb waiting to 
happen. 

The hds on that ski boat were 
just out having fun. They were not 
thinlung that around the curve was 
this canoe - stationary in the river. 
Kids don't thmk about such thmgs. 
In fact. not many people would. 

There you are out on the river 
having a ball and then you look be- 
hmd you for a second - and there's 
that canoe right in fmnt of you. 

And bang goes .your life. 
It has happened before and it wdl 

happen again. 
We . need to get control over the 

,river, but not to cut off access to the 
many people who use it, or would 
like to have access to it. 

The river must stay open as a 
tribute to the c u d ,  if nothing else. I 
don't think he would have it any oth- 
er way After all,. you can't come 
back. but we can help stop any more 
accidents. And I thmk that a speed 
limit is part  of the answer. The river 
is too narrow for these wave runners 
to be going at  the speed they run at. 

Anyway, city of Lodi: Don't wait 
too long. 

Bill Wahh 

River task force 
Editor: 
The Mokeiumne River Task Force 

meets on Thursday evening, and I 
w d  be unabie to attend. 

However, Tim Vallen's letter on 
Tuesday raised new concerns about 
the disastrous consequences of try- 
ing to make "everyone Happy." 
. Tommy Farnsworths family -d 
never "be happy." Vallen would con- 
tinue mived use of the river near 
town ("100 horse-powered motors to 
float tubes") by "cleaning the river of 
floating debris and underwater 
snags." l h s .  he assures us. %odd 
make the river much like the sneers 
of Lodi," only wlth boats instead of 

Ordinanly, we thmk of compro- 
mise as a good thng - the win-win 
solution. But compromise also has a 
dark side, as in "people's safety 
would be compromised." 

Task force members, this is what 
I say to you: Don't compromise. 

Public safety should always take 
a huge precedence over someone's 
pleasure in racing down a "water 
highway." 

Mr. Vallen. streets don't have 
fish, wildlife, riparian forests.. and 
little kids wading in them. The river 
was not put there to bring you pieas- 
we, but to provide a habitat. 

Visit it in a fitimg manner, at 5 
mph or less. 

&thy Haring 
Lodi 
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Tiger has the heart of a lion 5 i s t  

A few short days after the mu- achieved the "grand slam' - which or Asian. He 19 not Caucasian; He is- fli 
dex of. her husbm4 - -_ Cord: Darnley, . _ _  eluded Arnold Palmer, Sam Snead all of . -  these. He . is alI o f z -  ,. .-Mi. ~ --.? 



' iind prepared before the 
ities that will serve him 
; the campaign. 

ley's wife, Lynne, brings her 
rengths to the ticket. She 
strong chairwoman of the 
11 EslJwment for the Hu- 
?S 3 the Reagan and 
hinmrations.  She also has 
sharp critic of the political 
ness that is rampant in 
education and the dumbing 
f history texts. 
Cheney selection reveals 

dent enough in his o w n  abil- 
2 r. 
iesses. Cheney brings depth 
x k  inside Washington, both 

was the willingness to sur- 
sh has done the same with 

1 the long-term needs of his 

ve a full term, Cheney would 
He has years of experience 

3, he's still in his prime. 
more than a decade ago, his 
:odd not be an issue in the 

hoice in his most important 
'nis style ,as. president. 
-.qually sound selection. Will 
2mographlc balance over a 
: person available for the job, 

its - 'ce president bf sub- 

.' from the Indianapolis Star. 
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Saying thank you had built in 1945,across the street 
from Lodi Lake. 

Editor: I have had the experience of 
The Farnsworth and Wood fmi- both driving a boat pulling a skier 

ly wishes to convey our  deepest ap- and S b g  itself Once YOU learn 
preciation for al l  of your heartfelt hOW, the Skiing is easy, YOU Can 
prayers, your kind words, expres- avoid . obstacles easily, swerving 
sions of sympathy and all the many, away. 
many gestures of love. But I have seen another begin- 

We did not the over- ner not knowing how to Swerve, W 
w h e w g  amount of lives T~~~~ smack into one of the overhanging 
had touched in brief e& O a k s  linI.Ilg the river as the boat 
tence. Yet, this understanding, went around a bend. 
along with your o u t P o k g  of sup- for all of us involved, it is a memory 
port, has brought us tremendous to laugh at as there were no 
comfort during this most difficult juries- 

Driving the boat is a different time. 

and may a d  keep Ls arms around tween the time of turning and the 
actual turn. You learn to compen- each and every one of you. we wodd also like to give spe- sate. You realize quickly that you 

cid thanks to St. Paul's don't take your eyes off the front at 
all. That is why a third person has 

Please conhue  to pray for us, story. There is a lag, a big one, be- 

Church? Pastor phd to be in the boat to watch the sher. 
ra High fdY? the Not do you have to negoti- 
School Community Club, P.L. Fry 

Home; P a k - 3  c s  there is &.,other-l boat,-coming s"ave: wdXGi': m e Y - c o ~ ~ t y  the opposite direction, you have to 

You have contributed to honor- paddle boarders, swimmers. dogs, 

Sier- 

a turn, hugsng your side in 
' Son 

Counselors and the many' many Of watch for submerged trees, canoes, 

ing Tommy's memory in your own ad water fowl. 
I have floated down the river on private way. 

May he remain in Our inner tubes. I have also padded 3 

canoe. a row boat and a rubber raft. hearts. 
The Farmworth I have swum across the river. I have 

and *Ood family thrown sticks for my dogs to re- 
trieve. A1 the time, I am aware that 
there is the chance of a collision 
with a power boat. All the time, I 
am moving defensively. 

Editor The accident that happened tvas 
As a 52-year-old native Lodian. I absoiutely tragic. Both parties 

am living in the house my parents made errors. I saw the young man 

No real solutions 

on Tv. He looked devastated. T 
father, in addition to his injuri 
has to deal with his grief. 

There is no "solution" for i. 
event. It is done. Charging anyc  
with manslaughter is not a so 
tion. Neither is banning fast bo; 
just because of this tragedy. 

Common sense will prew 
events such as these. Hopefully t 
insurance companies w i l l  pay 
the hospital bills. Leave it a lc  
now. Let time heal. 

Catherine E. HeG 
L€ 

Pow Wow lessons 
Editor: 
I went to the Pow Wow in : 

Park at Lodi Lake. It was about - 
Pnaci people. When Columbus 
rived at the Xew World he cd :  
the Pnaci "Indians,' but they 1- 
bemg called their o w n  name. 
. _  These are s q e  gf the p c s  l 
ally enjoyed: I enjoyed the ckx 
They had one drum, but they 3 .  
that they will have mare next %- 

I liked that they let ail r;he 3 
ple watch instead of just ;vatck 
themselves. 

At the Pow Wow in the Park. : 
can learn about Pnaci c l o h  
what they ate. how they wave 
and how fast women can put up 2 
take down teepees. 

I hope that you and your f a  
go to the next Pow Wow 

Xeisey Eca 
dg. 

Woodbria 

Another tragedy in the  s k i e s  
There is no reason to believe 

that wing cracks reported earlier 
this week in some British - h a y s  
Concorde aircraft were related to 
Tuesdays crash near Paris of an Air 
France Concorde, but British Air- 
ways officials were right nonethe- 
less to cancel Concorde fights b e  
tween London and New York. 

A tragedy of this magnitude - 
in which at !east 113 people were 
killed - should give everyone 
pause. 

The Concorde was not the Ti- 
tanic of our  age. but it did have the 
reputation of being the safest big 
plane in the air. In 31 years of fly- 
ing, no Concordes had gone down. 

The closest call occurred in 1979, 
when a bad landing biew out a 
plane's tires. 

Some minor problems seemed to 
crop up this year. On Jan. 29, one of 
four engines on a Concorde shut 
down as the plane approached 
Heathrow airport outside London; a 
day later; another of the supersonic 
jets made an emergency landing 
when an alarm warned of a fire in a 
rear cargo hold. Fortunately, it was 
a false alarm. And then there were 
the wing cracks reported Monday. 

Early reports of the crash in 
fiance appeared to indicate an en- 
,@ne problem: Witnesses reported 
that they first saw smoke trading 

from an engme and then an e n g  
on fire before the plane - unable 
gain altitude - slammed into a - 
tel in Gonesse. 

Beyond that, relatively little 
known about the cause of the cra 
Obviously, officials wil l  do a l l  tk 
can to determine the facts, but ur 
more of those are available, t 
most the rest of us c a n  do is exw 
our  deepest sympathies to the fa 
ilies of the victims - the great IT 
jority of whom were on their way 
a vacation cruise - and recogn 
that "safe" is always a relat: 
term. 

- Repnnted /?om the Milwaup 
Journal Sentinel. 



i d  pohtlcat process. -; 7 - . 
t is that a skatepark is an. 
to p d  kids away fiom 
md sexual temptation. It 

program wil l  be enhanced 
par' + tonight's meeting. 
puL 2 restricting skate- 
i the red stripe across the 
way, Dude? Maybe those 
Te attitude. 
lf 
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Safety on the river 
Editor: 
I believe the Mokelumne River 

Task Force should take action now 
and ask the San Joaquin County 
Board of Supervisors t o  go along 
with a common sense solution to 
the usage of the river. 

The solution is this: Have aiter- 
nate days for Lodi Lake and the riv- 
er. 

For example, all motorized wa- 
tercraft would be allowed on 
Wednesdays, Friday and Sunday. 
Motorized craft would be restncted 
to Tuesdays, Thursdays and Satur- 
days. This would be a quiet time to 
allow canoes, kayaks, float-tubers, 
river rafting, fishing, swimming, 
etc., without the fear of being cap- 
sized, run over, river rage, or being 
crippled or lulled. ~- On Mondays,just to keep thngs 
even, no activity-on the river. 

' Initiate the plan as a temporary 
solution until all interests have 
been heard. 

I am a Lodi native and as a teen- 
ager did my share of exploring the 
Mokelumne fiom Clements bridge 
to Lodi Lake with friends in a ca- 
noe. Later, with my farmly, canoeing 
on Lodi Lake and the river on a 
moonlit night was priceless. 

Like the old saying goes: "Differ- 
ent strokes for different folks.' 
That's why I feel designating days 
for specfic uses will go a long way 
in creating harmony, safety, and 
less work for law enforcement. 

Why can't the U.S. Coast Guard 
be invited to do a safety study on 
Mokelumne River and use its guide 
lines to formulate a plan? 

Also consult the state Depart- 
ment of Fish and Game as to  the 
impact certain watercraft has on 
our salmon and steeihead fisheries. 
Then there is the erosion of o u r  lev- 
ee system. 

In the Delta there are "no wake 
zones" to prevent erosion. We need 
these zones from Lodi Lake to the 
Highway 99 bridge. 

Finally, remember Tommy 
Farnsworth and his dad, That's why 
I feei there is an urgency here. Let's 

-i 

not wait almost two years like we 
did after Lo& police officer Rick 
Cromweil was killed to put up an 
inexpensive "No LeR Hand Turn" 
sign on Kettleman Lane. I say get a 
sign up to remember Tommy. All 
boaters should know this spot. 

E d  Stn'tzel 
Lodi 

Need for safety 
Editor: 
I went to the first meeting of the 

committee studying ways to make 
the river safer. There is only one 
way to accomplish this: Ban motor- 
boats over 10 HP and all personal 
watercraft. 

Lake Tahoe has banned personal 
watercraR because they cause too 
much pollution. Our river is much 
smaller than Lake Tahoe. 

On Sunday,. June 25, a boy and 
. his Edther were enjoying a quiet af- 
ternoon fishing fkom their canoe. 
Tlvs peaceful outing was shattered 
when a boatload of teen-agers 
plowed into them. Some people are  
suggesting the father-son duo may 
have been to blame and the teens 
should not be charged. Had those in 
the boat been senior citizens, they 
would have been charged immedi- 
ately. 

We cannot wait until there ib an- 
other tragic accident or there is no 
more river and wilderness area left 
to correct this problem. 

We, the people of Lodi, must let 
those malung the decisions know 
how we feel. The task force has 
asked that people contact it m t h  
their concerns and suggestions for 
making this area safe for all people, 
animals and the Lo& Lake Park. If 
you have any feelings about this 
matter, please c a l l  Stephen Mann, 
334-5943 or Jack Sieglock, 368- 
6521. They unll contact the task 
force. 

I want you to know that I do not 
like to write letters. I am an older 
citizen and will not be here when 
the lake is destroyed, if the current 
trend continues. I have nothing to 
gam by workmg to make the river 
safer so that everyone can enjoy it. 

J 
I do not envy the seven peopl* 

the committee. I will be pra! 
that their decisions concerning 
problem will do what is best for 
river so that it will be there 
many years to come. vi Rig 

L 

Many, many thanks 
Editor: 
Thank you! Thank you! Th: 

As a Girl Scout, I am trainec 
always "be prepared." 

But there are times in our li- 
when you're never prepared for . 
words it  takes to say to somec 
who has come into your life to h 
make it  complete. 

Thanks to the leaders w 
helped4y giving their time o r  

. -Thanks b t h e  Girl Scouts-the. 
selves who, when you look into thC 
smiling faces aRer they have ca, 
pleted a project to their ab5 t i  
come up to you each night after 
alI over to give you a tight hug. '- 
women have brought joy and a f, 
time in a few days of their lives. 

These young Girl Scouts hc 
learned to work together to m a  
Na t ive -he r i can  crafts, learn: 
how to cook frybread and co: 
chowder soup. Girls learned how 
prepare a flag to be honored Sefo 
and after each day, learned song 
how to prepare a sht  from of€ tb 
top of their heads and perform 
I'm a proud leader dedicaced to st 
future leaders grow. 

I would like very much to thar 
all our unit leaders, program aidt 
and program women - your tin 
was well appreciated. 

Now to the women who were IE 
right arms: Cindy Hodson, Cinc 
Hill, Chns Gray, Pat Drocein, Jua. 
Pegg, Carla Fletcher, Xorma Dever 
cenzi: Without the wheel you all pc  
into place, this camp wouldn't ha\- 
happened. Each one of you hat- 
given of yourselves to help me. 

you! 

fantastic turllight camp. - .  . ._, . 

Again thank you ail. 
Debbe McKenzi. 

Lud :. 

I stereotypes makes us all losers 
:lei clamations of in- women as possible. 
with grace, but often won- The authors felt that women, on 
hey would find my talents the other hand, are emotional and 
zing. directed to act by their feelings and 
Jse of you have never met hormones. They stated that a 
hat Dt3t might call petite woman's inability to park a car or 
me and I'm mostly quiet read a map is related to an estm- 
.n ah0 a blonk Thatc?m- oPn-a~md c n D i i a i  a,.(;-c O--L 

Fat people are lazy. 
Old people are feeble. 
Young people are up ta nc 

Young, thin women are sexy. 
* Rich people have no worries 

poor people have no desire to ge  

good. 

-L..-J 



-- 
bre  campaignxany insiders 
faltering Gore effort more ad- 
tges than any of the others on 
st, which included three sena- 
the House minority leader 

i small-state governor. 
hat ‘eberman obviously 
;s to Democratic ticket are 
allenged dedication to core 
3s and principles, a centrist 
.g record during his 12 years 
ie Senate and the ability to 
1 across party lines to accom- 
. political goals. 
ieberman came to national at- 
ominent Democrat to condemn 
tern Monica Lewinsky. Lieber- 
Clinton since 1970, when Clin- 
ned for Lieberman’s state sen- 

h e ’ s  chief liabilities, his asso- 
ins view negatively for his per- 
t Gore needs help. A USA 
showed Gore 17 points behind 

ierman is the effect his reliBon 
100. In 1946, when Gallup polls 
vard Jewish politicians, only 46 
wise qualified person for presi- 
. year, 92 percent of Americans 
te. 
Irk, Connecticut, Nichgan and 
.bin and iUan Greenspan have 
asury Department and the Fed- 

vig j debate about religious 
)siti\ u o h n  Kennedy proved in 
&Catholicism, Perhaps now the 

jt some of the concerns about 
he-Lieberman ticket reduces 
5 .  It may be possibie that the de- 
ocus on the issues facing .her i -  
i t  add nothing t o  the political de- 
zens. 
m the San Diego Gnion-fiibune. 
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Water table solution 
Editor: 
Who would have imagined 50 

years ago that in the year 2000 we 
would be paying about a dollar for a 
bottle of water? 

Also, we didn‘t expect o u r  local 
water table to drop so drastically 
thus making it necessary for some 
people to drill deeper wells. 

A partial solution to o u r  dilem- 
ma would be for governing agencies 
to adopt ordinances regarding new 
and repaired paving. All flat paving 
could have a restriction that a cer- 
tain percentage be webbed paving 
blocks so that some of the rain wa- 
ter could percolate back down to the 
water tabie. 

A program such as this would 
assist any other efforts already in 
use to rejuvenate our precious 
ground water supply. 

Hugh Metcalf 
Lodi 

Mann a hypocrite 
Editor: 
“Hypocrite - one who pretends 

to be pious, etc. without really being 

This defimtion jumps to mind 
when I read the recent letter from 
Mayor Mann concerning the public- 
ity stemming from city spending. In 
his letter, Mr. Maim speaks of the 
spending he “felt for a long time 
was extravagant and excessive.” He 
points out how he is now trying to  
reir, in such expenses, but that he 
has been only partialIy successful. 

What he doesn’t point out is that 
he has been on the council for eight 
years and is in his second tern 3s 
mayor. Why is it only now that we 
hear about his Jconcern.7 This ques- 
tionable spending has been going 
on during all his time in office. 

Perhaps it is because he got 
caught with his hand in the coohe 
jar over tuition reimbursement. He 
wdl claim that he did the “right 
thing“ by paying back the $5,000. 
The fact is repayment was far &om 
his first choice. He made that “ges- 
ture” only after people began writ- 
ing to the press calling for hs  res- 
ignation or recall. 

The only responsible comment in 
his letter was: What we can now do 
is admit our mistakes and take 
steps to insure these things don’t 
happen again.”The best way to in- 

sure that this advise is heeded is by 
voting this phony out of office in 
November. 

Lodi needs council members 
with integrity - not hypocrites like 
Steve Mann. 

Dennis Eaugan 
Lodi 

Safety on the river 
Editor: 
I have been reading the various 

ideas concerning the motorboats 
and personal watercraft on the 
Mokelumne River. Also the closing 
of Lo& Lake due to bacteria count 
being so high. 

Why doesn’t the city remember 
that in years past Lodi Lake was 
opened in the evening to power 
boats. This served as an aeration of 
the water and there was no bacteria 
count problem. However, the banks 
of the river are very corroded and 
speed boats causing wakes does not 
help the situation. 

As for the river, i t  c3n be safe 
and sane. :4 pilot of a boat should be 
a Iicensed driver as is required to 
operate an automobile. They must 
also know the d e s  -of the water- 
ways and the understanding of boat 
safety, 

I recently took the cruise on the 
river which is operated by the city 
of Lodi and was shown the spot of 
the recent accident. %s was at the 
widest part of the river. im operator 
who was loolung forward and de- 
pending on h s  spotter would ’nave 
seen the canoe in ample time to 
maneuver around it. 

We used to s h  on the river when 
our children were young. In the 
winter time, when the water was 
out of the lake. we would clear the 
river bottom of debris so that we 
did not have the rubbish and snags 
that are prevalent in the river ~ Q W .  

Open up the lake on designated 
evenings for boats ma water ski- 
ing. Th~s wil l  help aerate the water 
and will give boaters ample room to 
maneuver. We used to have a ski 
jump in the lake and this was a 
challenge to the shers. The swim- 
ming area is off limits to such boats 
and should be marked by floating 
logs as in the days past. We also 
used to have a piatform at the h e  
of logs that swimmers would swim 
out to and rest on. 

Instead of pointing fingers and 
taking away the fun of the young 
people we must make a plan that 

willbenefit all. 

‘d 
GOP’s stealth tacti 

Editor: 
The Republican Par@ is u 

the stealth approach to get pc 
However, don’t be fooled. 

Thls GOP is the same olc 
gressive party on most issues. 
just tucked their extreme f 
away for the window-dresses 
vention. Whde the podium reflc 
ethnic and diverse viewpoints. 
of the GOP delegates revealed : 
than 80 percent to be consemz 
white males. 

If elected they -dl enact 
conservative agenda. That is. 
religious right’s agenda F 
seeks- to keep women in sub 
tion. stop sex education, prc 
school vouchers and rein- 
school prayer. A major objecr. 
to destroy abortion rights 5: 
pointing Supreme C o u r t  ju2 
who will overturn 3oe vs Xz 
one vote change on the SUF 
Court could do that. 

Look at what Bush and ?us 
associates thmk and do. Bush‘ 
ning mate, Mr. Cheney, as s 
gressman voted ”anti-choice’ I 
of 37 times, according to th 
tional Abortion Rights -- 
League. 

Dr. William Rey-noids -4rck 
Bush’s appointee for commis 
of the Texas Department of 5 
made thxi statement. “we h. 
have men vho are responsil 
their women ... letting wome: 
contraception gives them too 
power.” 

Mr. Marvin Olasky, a ciosc 
policy adviser. said. “God’s 
says very plainly that an elat 
be a man.” Gov. Bush declare 
uary 1998 to be 3 month of 
to end abortion.” This is a 
vatism that seems to be bc 
compassionate and archaic 
“Mr. Conservative,” the lar 
Bany Goldwater. was prc 
and seems progressive too. - 
rent GOP standards. 

If you are pro-choice. fo: 
rights, for separation of c h u  
state, for pragmatic probie: 
ing, why would you vote F 
C a l l ’ ?  

Lee 
Si 

mstions for t h e  Republican operative 



ih issoaringOratQ~wlth  
d into nearly wiId deep- 

his nation and the world, 
ing interests, and the toil- 
jr a gold standard by say- 
,row -cl&or this cmwn of 
39s .d." 
normnee for president, 

5 and the words he spoke 
d" speech. 
g n  train with a presiden- 
e Lodi Station. This time, 
ige the Tone Tour" express 
epublican Party nominee 
ge W. Bush of Texas. 
ke his Democratic coun- 
)f so many yesteryears, 
ce to the large and enthu- 
jemblage of supporters on 
themes of returning the 

3 the people and morality 
rernment in Washington. 
despite the passage of 

9 a century and the turn- 
pages of the calendar in- 

pillennium, both of these 
d themes in common. 
ley also found me other 
:ommon: The enthusiasm 
d0di. 
is  by Bush, Lodi provided 
ry was decked out in tones 
shed ifepot and downtown 

greetings by Lo- 
;h sI .-town hospitality, 
t despite the community's 
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.ed date of a campaign vis- 
n both cases, the people of 
- attending the rallies and 
vital part in the political 

to make democracy work. 
nportant thing to remem- 
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K d t h  Land, Alan Nakanhhl. 

ring Dr. hbsods qkstion and an- 
swer column. I knew Dr. Dobson Iong 
before he established Focus on the 
Family. 

h e  tried to read all of his books 
down through the years and apply 
his principles in raising our  children. 
I've gotten many of his books for our  
seven 

The family has become very 
prominent in his writings and the di- 
remion is ever more needed. 'When 
will people know that people need the 
Lord?" 

We never fail to read Thomas 
Sowell and Dave Barry often makes 
the "pain of the day" much lighter - 
thanks! 

Mistakes have been made - don't 
we all? Maybe we need to move on 
and dwell more on the good thugs 
that this community and those in 
charge have for all of us! We need to 
correct mistakes and by paymg back 
the $5,000. 

Steve Mann is to be commended. 
Havingbeen an educator far many 
years, I am pleased to see people try 
to improve their education and was 
amazed at how many of the bills list- 
ed by the admmistrahon were for 
classes taken. 

H a n g  been part  of the larger Los 
Angeles area for over 35 years, we are 
happy to live in a "cool, calm and col- 
lected'' - most of the time - little 
city where people are neighborly and 

Mi 

River safety needed 
It looks like Pm a day or two late 

on this input opportunity aRer seeing 
the article in the paper. My com- 
ments revolve around having sur- 
vi~ed the parenting project of two 
daughters in the late 1970s. 

We reside in the Wdow Glen 
neighborhood, near the Mokelumne 
River. 

We have always been boat own- 
ers, and I consider myself more safe 
ty conscious than the average person. 
Due to the nature of the winding riv- 
er pattern north of Lodi, we took a 
very fhn stand with our daughters' 
approval for water skiing on the riv- 
er. 

In the 1970s, wakeboarding and 
personal watercraft did not exist. Wa- 
ter skiing was the only high speed ac- 
tivity ping on. Our posture was that 
OUT daughters would not be allowed 
to water ski on the river on the north 
side of Lodi, because it was slmply too 
dangerous. 

With the extensive number of 
very "tght" and "blind" turns in the 
river, there is just no realistic way to 
react safely to an oncoming water- 
CraR or skier when in the midst of 
one of the many turns rn the river. Ve 
owned a ski boat at that time and we 
water skied at Lake Camanche, New 

Hogan Reservoir, and'b the-wta 
nearKingrsland asmembersofthe 

We look back now and ire p I d  
that our daughters have s u n i d  
that era of teen-age peer pressure in- 
volving many fiends water skiing on 
the river. b 

It has become in- clear 
that hgh speeds on the river are just 
inappropriate h m  a safety perspec- 
tive. I have voted on the 
Wews.com website reader poll 
that 5 mph speed limit is the solution 
to improving safety on the river. 0th- 
er approaches, such as limiting boats 
to 10 horsepower is not really work- 
able because very small/light boats 
can be driven very fast (20 - 30 
mph) with only 10 hp (I've done just 
that with 10 hp). 

Jim and Betty M a e  h k e  
Lidi 

Mi Boat and Ski CIyb. L -:- --  _ _  ~ 

Letters 
invited 

The Lodi News-Sentinel 
welcomes opinions from its 
readers. Letters must be signed 
and include the writer's address 
and phone number. No letter 
longer than 350 words will be 
accepted. The News-Sentinel 
reserves the right to edit letters. 
Send letters to Letters to the 
Editor, PO. Box 1360, Lodi. CA 
95241-1360, or e-mail lerters to 
letters8 lodinews.com 

A lot riding on safe tires 
In referring to Bridgestone Corp.5 recall of 6.5 

million tires used on sport utility vehicles and light 
trucks, a company official said, "We're certainly grad 
that'it's going to be happening, and that it will be 
happening quickly." 

We're glad he's glad, but we can't help wonder 
why it didn't happen a little more quickly for US. 
consumers. 

For at least a year, Ford Motor Co. has been re- 
placing some Firestone tires free on vehicles sold in 
Venezuela, Ecuador, Thailand, Malaysia, Colombia 
and Saudi Arabia. Ford said it switched the tires as 
a "customer satisfaction issue." 

Why didn't it occur to anyone at Ford or Firestone 
that the same model tire might have problems in the 
United States? 

Why was customer satisfaction ;i11 issue in Saudi 
Arabia but not in the United States? If heat was 
causing some tires to fall apart in those countries - 
as is suspected - wouldn't it have made sense to 

start looking at tire-related accidents in at leas; 
Southern U.S. states? 

But, Ford resisted replacing tires in the United 
States, saying the matter was under investigation. 
While it was resisting, people may have died. 

The National Highway Traffic Safety Adminis- 
tration has received 270 complaints about the tires. 
including reports of 46 deaths and 80 injuries. 

The Feds are still investigating, and officials at 
Ford and Firestone have insisted that the tires are 
safe. 

Furthermore, other companies say they have re- 
ceived no complaints about the tires. And while 27C 
complaints is a lot, the fact is that 14 million tires 
were sold, and 6.5 million are still on the road. 

Still, if safety really does come first and quality is 
job one, wouldn't it have made sense to play it safe 
and issue this recall a year ago? 
- Reprinted f h m  the Miluaukee Journal Sen- 

tinel. 
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Editor: 
Thursday reminded me of how 

proud I am to be part of this com- 
munity 

Thousands of people gathered to 
greet Gov. George Bush for his 
whistle-stop. 
We stood for hours in the heat 

and, although it was crowded and 
quite uncomfortable, people were’ 
Eendly and kind to one another 
while celebrating our privilege to 
live in America. 

Several leaders in our communi- 
ty provided the care and assistance 
that makes our  community a won- 
derful pIace to live. 

Assemblyman Anthony Pescetti 
assisted an elderly woman who was 
suffering &om heat by locating a 
.&air for.  her. He also helped shift 
the crowd after Guv. Bcsh arnved 
so that the new was not blocked. 

Lodi Police Chef Jeny Adams 
found bottles of cold water to give to 
several elderly peopIe in the crowd 
who were in need. 
Thank you to the many people 

who worked so hard to put this 
event together on such short notice. 

It was truiy a memorable occa- 
sion. 

Allison &ma@ 
Gait 

Officers are praised 
Editor: 
I wanted to bring attention to 

what a fine police force we have. 
It all started one momng: My 

husband was hit by another dnver 
on his way to work. 

The police dispatched a local tow 
company to tow away my car and to 
have it held at the impound yard 
until the insurance company would 
decide whether to fix or to total it. 

I went to see the damage the car 
had received the day of the accident 
and to take pictures. Over the next 
couple of weeks, I returned to re- 
cover my belongings. One Friday af- 
ternoon, I made my final trip and 
noticed items were missing. I 
brought it to the attention of the 
employee of the tow company and 
was told that thefts happen often. 

I decided to riot& the police of 
the situation, how violated 1 felt 
about my car and the disregard the 

6 C C  W 

tow company displayed. 
I spoke with Officer Travino 

and told him about the items miss- 
ing and how I felt about it. He was 
very understanding and compas- 
sionate. 

I still felt at a loss. There was re- 
ally nothing I could do and didn’t 
know who took the items. Travino 
suggested I have my car put inside 
to avoid further theR. He took the 
time to talk to the tow company to 
let them know he knew about the 
thee. 

Travino went a step W h e r  and 
notified Officer Lee Patterson. I re- 
ceived a call from Patterson and 
told him my story. He also was very 
understanding and compassionate. 

These officers may have been do- 
ing their job, but they showed me 
that they are two outstanding peo- 
ple and whom I appreciate greatly. __ I want ta7takg the opportunity to 
&hank and leteveryone know that 
yes someone c a n  make a difference 
and these two officers did make all 
the difference to me, a lifetime of 
difference. I mU always hold them 
both in very high regards. Officers 
Patterson and Travino are out-‘ 
standing individuals and should be 
recogrzlzed for their effort and com- 
rmtment to our commumty. 

Kecia Henfon 
Lodi 

Dangers on the river 
Editor: 
Changes to the uses of the 

Mokelumne River are a long time in 
coIIlmg. 

I have canoed many times from 
the dam.at Lake Camanche to Lodi 
Lake. The trip is a relaxing and a 
beautiful experience until you 
reach the Rivergate area where 
your trip becomes one of caution 
and worry. The river is just too tight 
for speed boats and slower crafts to 
coexist without increased discom- 
fort to ail. 
My suggestion would be to limit 

the speed of motorized boats to 5 
mph from the dam in Woodbridge to 
about the Rivergate community 
area. From there, motorized boats 
wauid not be allowed up to the dam 
at Lake Camanche. 

Because of the Limited access 
most people have to the river, it 
would create a hardshq for some of 

your fellow residents to limit alI 
motorized boats for the river. 

People should used the*river for 
safe recreation and to enjoy the nat- 
ural beauty it provides. By restrict- 
ing the rest of the river we would 
persevere the natural beauty, in- 
crease safety and reduce bank ero- 
sion, which is a benefit to boaters 
and non-boaters alike. 

Lair’ 
Gordon sprague 

Blasts Bush’s record 
Editor: 
A good indication of prosperous 

times are the Help Wanted ads in 
the local newspapers. Take a 
minute and check out the ads in the 
Xews-Sentinel and other newspa- 
pers. You will be astounded at the 
number of openings for jabs. 

Another indication of.good times 
is the number of new cars you see 
around town and the amber  of 
cars available for sale on dealers’ 
lots and showrooms. 

Have you priced a new ca r  late- 

You wouldn’t know we were hav- 
ing good times if you watched the 
GOP convention. They are still 
campai,onig against Bill Clinton 
and his moral shortcomings. They 
are trying to associate Al Gore with 
whatever President Clinton stupid- 
ly did in his private life. It won’t 
work because Gore has a record of 
helping lead our nation to the 
longest period of prosperity in o u r  
history. 

Here’s where Texas is after five 
years of Gov. Bush: 

Percentage of chddren without 
health insurance - 1st. 

Spending on teacher‘s salaries 

Per-capita funding for public 
health - 48th. 

Child support collections - 
42nd. 

Percentage of population living 
in poverty - 5th. 

Executions - one person put 
to death every two weeks. 

That’s compassionate conser- 
vatism? He can speak all the Span- 
ish he wants but the way his party 
treated Hispanics and African 
Americans will wt be forgotten. 

ly? 

- 50th. 
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Editor: ’. . , . and feel there? *Th; Gace and 
The family of Lance CpI. Jim‘lhe’ 

D. Cintron would like to thank all 
the friends and family that attend- 
ed the ceremony rededicating a tree 
and plaque in the memory of our  
son, Jimmie Cintron. 

A special thank you to Mr. Bill 
Pirtle and Mr. Don Womble for their 
dedication in making this all possi- 
ble. 

We thank Mr. Vern Weigum for 
the donation of the tree and Mr. 
Don Webster for presenting it. We 
also thank Mr. Bill Leverton for the 
plaque and Dr. Tom McKenzie for 
his kind words. 
We also thank Rev, Dotson for 

his kind words and prayers, the 
United States Marine Corps color 
guard and military personnel who 
gave up part of their weekend to 
participate in the ceremony 

And also the Lodi News-Sentinel 
for the beautrful article written and 

beauty of the n a t u r d s m o u n d -  
ings! 

Robert Ruingruber 
Pre8ident 

Friends of h d i  Luke 
Lodi 

Blasts plans for lake 
Editor: 
We couldn’t believe our eyes 

with the story in the Aug. 16 news- 
paper on the Parks and Recreation 
Department’s planned develop- 
ment at  the southwest corner of 
Lodi Lake. 

The headline read: “Park a t  LO- 
di Lake may grow” whde the sto- 
ry related how “proposed construc- 
tion for the parcel includes a am- 
phitheater” and would include “a 
boat launch area for access to the 
Mokelumne River, and a parking 
lot for the cars and trailers.’ 

Y 

;ed to go home - if they 
vithout jeopardizing their 

x e i r  -9rkers take away 
2coi has been enjoy- 
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2 contributions of immi- 
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The &acklg. family 
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Building on the lake 
Editor: 
The city of Lodi has in mind to 

construct two large adjoining pic- 
nic shelters on Lodi Lake. 

The origmal ”Bigler Plan’ pro- 
vided for a picnic shelter with a 
’view of the lake and marshlandsn 
from the westside berm. The cur- 
rent revised pian before the City 
Council mysteriously surfaced 
with the location of the sheiters to 
be built on the water. Along with a 
proposed tunnel connection, this 
represents a major change that as 
yet has had little public input. 

Thus the city has gone from the 
“BigIer Plan,“ with no building on 
the lake, t o  the “Bigler-Dauber 
Plan” w t h  extensive construction 
on the water. 

One Friends of Lodi Lake’s ob- 
jective has consistently been to re- 
lieve the non-blending activities 
from the Lodi Lake environment 
while preventing further urban- 
ization. In particular - visually 
- buildings in the lake (or on the 
lake side, obstruct one’s view. 
There is ample room for that on 
the other side of the western 
be= 

This whole issue was hashed over 
two years ago, and so many nega- 
tive citizen comments were made 
that the issue was stopped. 

In addition, “f+ee3 funding al- 
ways comes with strings attached 
,which allows the federal and 
state governments to mandate 
conditions that may - or may not 
- be in our (the citizens of Lodi) 
best interest. 

We, the citizens of Lodi. also 
have another significant problem 
and that is the number of boats, 
the speed of the boats and the 
number of other jet-powered wa- 
tercraft that are being driven on 
this very narrow, full of sand bar 
areas, blind curved, snag infested, 
meandering, scenic, peaceful mer .  

Some of the drivers are slulled 
and cautious, but many are too 
young, inexperienced, reckless, or 
simply not aware of the dangers of 

the area. 
After the recent tragic death 

an Il-year-old boy and the inju 
of his father, the county has a 
pointed a task force fa try to con 
up with a “middle of the road” pc 
icy that- all can live with. We fe+ 
that before any additional pub1 
boat launching facilities are COI 
sidered that the Parks and Recrc 
ation Department proposal be p\; 
on hold until the citizens ef LOC 
have an opportunity to voice the1 
opinion. 

Carol and Phil ,Wulle. 
Lad 

Part-timers left out 
Editor: 
Congratulations to the city em- 

ployees for being the recipients or 
a most gefierous and well deserved 
wage increase on top of the July 
cost-of-living adjustments. 

It is a shame, however, that the 
City Council has overlooked a ver: 
important segment .,of .city,, ,work- 
ers, namely‘ par t - the  employees. 

time employees. but without any 
benefits or the regular wage in- 
creases. 

Why is it, Lodi City Council 
members, that you ignore your 
valuabie part-time employees by 
deeming them not worthy of the 
same consideration as the full- 
time employees? I feel this issue 
needs to be addressed and recti- 
fied. 

Ken Libhart 
Ludi 

,:Jo tKe*same job. as t& Full- 

A cowardly act 
Editor: 
Had the cowardly young male 

purse-snatcher out a t  Raiey’s asked 
for the small amount of cash he net- 
ted. he would be considered a beg- 
gar instead of a thef 

Lodi 
Sophie PnKkn 

Letters invited 
The Lodi News-Sentinel welcomes opinions from its readers. 

Letters must be signed and include the wntets address and phone 
number. No letter longer than 350 words will be accepted. The News- 
Sentinel reserves the right to edit letters. Send letters to Letters to the 
Editor, PO. Box 1360, Lodi. CA 95241 -1360, or e-mail letters to 
letters Qlodinews.com 
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vote for passage belied the relentless effort it took to 
-eluctace of many rawmakers to b d  new federal 
low smd or worthy. Election year considerations ul- 
dl over the top. 
is r e d v  ta sign the bill. 

The hard-fought victory de- 
serves the kind of public celebra- 
tion special to Rose Garden sign- 
ings. But The New York Tiqes says 
President Bill’Clinton will sign the 
bill in private, partly to avoid the 
embarrassment of inviting Lazio - 

year 
UlamtelY 
!e bill ouer 

the top, 

99 

G a r y  Clinton’s oppon&t in the 
New York Senate race. 

It is an unthinkable insult, dur- 
ing Breast Cancer Awareness 
Month, to rob this event of atten- 

reast cancer, awareness is not just a catch word. It 
death. Early treatment is the only cure. 
program, authorized in 1990, soon floundered for 
tment options once uninsured women were diag- 
-. Low-income women fell in the gap of earning too 
not enough to buy insurance or pay thousands of 

; options are available, the CDC program must be 
-way When the b d  was introduced, fewer than 20 
en utilized the screening program. 
,rtedly worked behind the scenes to push the bill. 
: effort to get it done. 
.Id demonstrate that she can work in a bipartisan 
It work done and can give credit where credit is 

River task force 
Editor: 
Tuesday night I listened to the fi- 

nal public hearing of the task force 
that has created recommendations 
concerning the usage of-. the 
Mokelumne River in our local area. 

I commend the task force for at- 
tempting to agree on a compromise 
that wil l  make Lodi citizens happy. 

Dunng the meeting there were 
many instances in which the word 
Wance” came forth, representing 
the idea to balance everyone’s de- 
sires. 

One citizen arguing in favor of 
power boat usage, stated the nun- 
bers of boats on the river during the 
weekends of this past month, issued 
by the Sheriffs department. The 
point was that it was a very smal l  
number, and that it isn’t causing a big 
problem. 

There is c e d y  debates about 
the problems caused. However. if the 
task force is seeking a balance, I sug- 
gest that it consider the ratio of peo- 
ple using the Lodi Lake area for pow- 
er boats vs. the people retreatng to 

Gku+ ’ -+ of confidence to s’ ’ here is an area 4 the lake fwthe; re- ons. 
T a t  a g  Lazio at the White ouse for his lead- W e  t h k ‘ d ?  of boats was 

&!he weekends of 
- .-. this past month, the number of walk- 

SIU, me Clintons d d  put voters’ lives above pol- we! 
ambitions. - 
- Repnnted from the St. Louis Post-Dispatch. em, joggers. picnickers, etc., dunng 
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the same time probably reached clos- 
er to 500. In order to reach a balance 
this needs to be taken into account. 

Michrrei Coughlin 
Lodi 

Innocence lost 
Editor: . 
Saturday night, Lodi was stripped 

of its mnocence. We have now joined 
the ranks of the big cities and San 
Joaquin County politics. Over twenty 
of City Council candidate E d y  
Howard‘s signs were defaced by 
someone feehg threatened by her 
candidacy. Earlier in the City Council 
campaign, candidate Bob Johnson‘s 
yard signs were removed from citi- 
zen’s lawns around town. 

These ads are not the malicious 
mischief of d y  teens, but the pre- 
meditated acts of a desperate person. 
In the desire to guarantee one candi- 
date’s voice is heard, someone has 
made the decision to dence the voic- 
es of others. Hopefully, this is not a 
foreshadowmg of events to come. 
Everyone in Lodi should be outraged 
at an attack on any individual wdhg 
to take a courageous step forward to 
till a leadershp position in the civ 

I have forwarded my concern to 

the Lo& police chief in hopes the cow- 
ard perpetuating these deeds cafl be 
caught and herd accountable. 

Supcur Hitchcock 
Lodi City Council 

Stealing the signs 
Editor: 
I am appalled that someone has 

taken it upon themselves to damage 
the politicaI signs of E d y  Howard. 

I don’t care if you are a Republican 
or a Democrat, this is not the way to 
conduct yourself and, obviously, you 
are a very immature, insecure indi- 
vidual who is M d  your candidate is 
going to lose to Emily. 

Maybe we should thuds about that 
in retrospect. If someone-is this moti- 
vated to try to keep her h m  win- 
ning, there must be more to the story. 
Possibly it makes sense to have Emi- 
ly as our  new voice on the M Ciw 
council. 

Hersha Turner 
Mi 

More on the signs 
. *  ._.I-.- * - 

Editor: 
On Supday morning 1 was driving 

around Lodi and I noticed sornethq 
that absolutely appalled me. Some 
worthless, cowardly imbecile had de- 
faced m y  of the brllboards advertis- 
ing Ermly Howard for City Council. 

What kind of a moron would per- 
form such an act? 

If this person, (and I use that term 
rather loosely) has an opmion. why 
don’t they have he courage and in- 
tegrity to express it ope&. 

Don’t worry this foolish a d  of van- 
dalism won’t discourage Emrly’s run 
for council. Pm sure she will pursue 
her god of sittmg on the Council with 
even more determumtion than be- 
fore. 

I wish Emily the very best of luck 
in her run for council. I know she Wiu 
be an asset to the city of Lo&. 

GA. Spinner 
todi 

Abortion rights 
Editor: 
In the Oct. 18 issue of the News- 

Sentinel, Jerry Kirsten’s letter re- 
garding a woman’s right to choose 
and the avoidance of any discussion 
of the matter by either Qv. Bush or 
Vice President Gore was brilliantly 
written. 

With doctors and staff who work 
at abortion dinla h a w  to wear bul- 
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i I ,  Editor: 
You really need to come up with 

a column to counter balance Joe 
Guzzardi. Last wkek‘s simplistic ar- 
gument that “George W. Bush 
.raised $83 million to Al Gore’s $47 
million.” was absurd. . 

Do the terms“1abor union” and 
“media” ring a bell? . 

The Democrats learned a long 
time ago how to bamboozle those 
who fail to do prdper f-esearch. 

Jerry Osgood 
Galt 

Elks Lodge on West Pine Street and 
the Lodi Woman’s Club, a historical 
building, is not the Women’s Center.. 

We read frequently about south 
or north Pine or Elm streets, east or 
west Church or School streets 
please make sure our local paper 
has local facts, no matter how triv- 
ial. 

Dorothy Brown 
Lodi 

Medical transport 
Editor: 
The Senior Medical Transporta- 

tion Program of the Galt Communi- 
ty Concilio is made up of many won- 
derful volunteers. However, our 

me back to my you& # sixth grade me.&cal transportation ProPam is 

Where’s Sally? 
5; $ 

I Editor: 
&cent current even& have taken 

to be exact. 1 ‘ 4 )  in jeopardy, 

class, let’s call her sally. 
There was a young lady in our 

happens Because of the increased number 
of clients that we transport to h d i  
Dialysis. Of the almost 20 Galt 

frame, whii;,h only helped to enhance 
her geek look. 

None of this wo@d matter, but 
she had a habit of arguing about 
everything. She never met an opin- 
ion that she didn‘t h y e  and argued 
her point endlessly. To enhance her 
worth with authorities, she missed 
no opportunity to fink on her fellow 
students, which endeared her to no 
one. 

One doesn’t think about payback 
at  this age, but it did come. During 
the election for class officers she lob- 
bied her classmates to nominate her 
for vice-president. As the nomina- 
tions were about to be closed, and 
with no one stepping fprward for her, 
she stood and nominated herself, Af- 
ter several embarrassing, awkward 
moments the nominbtion died for 
lack of a second. 

Later in the day, as she was walk- 
ing down the hallway, Sally was 
heard to mutter, “It was only fair!” 

I wonder what happened to Sally? 
Jeff Lippert 

Lodi 

Checking the facts 
Editor: 
Please have your reporters check 

their facts before going to print. Not 
that it’s earth shat ring, but the 
beautiful photos off 1 leaves in Lo- 

rn I I .  

s 

How do the’se clients get to the 
Lodi Dialysis Center? Ten to 12 Lo- 
di clients use the local public trans- 
portation service to get their dialy- 
sis treatments. Out Galt service is 
personalized and there is no long 
wait, as those of Lodi who use pub- 
lic transportation. 

If our Galt clients were to use 
public transportation, they would 
have to catch the bus a t  Civic Drive 
and C Street, ride to the h d i  Post 
Office, transfer to the Lodi Grape 
Vine and ride it to the dialysis cen- 
ter. That’s three transfers just to get 
to the Lodi Dialysis Center. They 
don’t need this hassle. 

Our medical transportation pro- 
gram keeps them from going 
through all that, but we are short on 
vblunteer drivers. We transport oth- 
er clients to various doctor’s ap- 
pointments and the dialysis trans- 
portation’s tie up our drivers. 

That is why we are looking for 
more volunteers who can be avail- 
able one day a month to relieve our 
regular drivers. If you can help 
please contact Gloria a t  the Galt 
Community Concilio at (209) 745- 
9174. The people that we serve will 
be incredibly thankful for your help. 

Gloria Stemler 
Senior program coordinator 

Galt Community Concilio 
Gazt 

River task force 
Editor: 
The task force has given their 

recommendations for making the 
river safer to the Board of Supervi- 
sors. There is nothing in these sug- 
gestions that will change anything 
with the exception of stopping mo- 
torboats pulling people in water- 
craft. 

I have gone to the task force 
meetings. The vast majority felt 
that there should be a 5 mph speed 
limit or no motorized watercraft at 
all. At the last meeting of the task 
force, we were given one day notice 
of the meeting. Many people cannot 
attend meetings on such short no- 
tice. Could it be that the task force 
did not want a large crowd because 
most of the people would want the 
boats stopped? 

The task force was appointed by 
Jack Sieglock to make the river 
safer. Nothing the task force has 
recommended would solve this 
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of-time. Many people that enjGy 
their canoes and kayaks on the riv- 
er have almost been dumped, many 
times deliberately. 

I am extremely angry that my 
taxes are being used to destroy the 
river. The sheriffs patrol has been 
used when they are available, tak- 
ing them away from areas that are 
bigger and need them more. The 
task force also wants debris re- 
moved to make it safe for motorized 
vehicles with no thought to animals 
and their habitats, erosion of the 
river, and the peace and quiet of the 
wilderness area. If there are no mo- 
torboats on the river, there would 
be no need for sheriffs patrols or 
debris removal. 

Those of us who love the lake for 
its God-given beauty cannot stop 
the motorboats. We need your help. 
Please call your supervisors if you 
would like the lake and river to re- 
main “Lodi’s Jewel.” The number to 
call to leave a message for the su- 
pervisors is 468-3113. The supervi- 
sors’ names are Dario Marenco, 
Steve Gutierrez, Ed Simas and Jack 
Sieglock. 

Since this is such an important 
issue, there should be another pub- 
lic meeting. We were not informed 
when the task force presented their 
recomrriendations to the board. 

Vi Riggle 
Lodi 
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Safety on the river continued unsafe practices. You 
would make Lodi a better and safer 

Editor: place to live and recreate if you 
Please consider publishmg this would take a position against high- 

letter that I have authored to the Lo- speed travels on the Mokelumne Riv- 
di City Council. I feel the subject er. 
matter concerning the use of the We are boat owners and have 
Mokelumne River ta be of great im- been boat owners for over 50 years. I 
portance to the community. like going fast, but only)qhen it is re- 

There will be a special City Coun- alistidy safe to be doing so. A safe 
cil meeting this next Monday place to be high  peed P a h g  is in 
evening at 530 p.m. to hear addi- open (great dietance wslbfity), calm 
tional public input pn only this par- 
ticular subject. 

Dear council members, 
I write you to request that you 

give serious consideration to not go- 
ing along with the "task force- rec- 
ommendations of ,allowing speed 
boats on ,the Mokelumne River adja- 
cent to Lodi. 

A speed limit of 5 mph is the only 
practical (safe) solution to the ex- I 

treme safety hazard that the 
Mokelumne River.represents. 

We are property owners in the 
Willow Glen area north of Turner 
Road and have resided here sirice 
1967. We have raised two daughters 
who ~survid" the attraction of the 
nearby river by having their parents 
take a firm stand by not allowing 

water, where there are no other peo- 
ple or watercraft anywhere nearby. 
Thank you for your considera- 

tions and &&sing. 
Jim & Betty Mae Locke 

+ Mi 

Lake is last refuge 

growipg city. .* 
Editor: 
Lodi Lake is our last rehge iy a 

It is much like Micke Grove was 
before. William Micke purchased it: 
when the last etand of native oaks in 
our county was saved from "deaimc- 
tion-in-the name-of-progress." 

We must mve this peaceful area 
for the sake ofpeace in our souls 
against the turmoil of life. 

This must extend to the adjacent 
Mokelumne River as craft on that 
water do use Lodi Lake for ingress 
or egress. 

Naomi M, Cuny 
Lodi 

Ham Lane traffic 
Editor: 
I. am writing in regar& to the 

NewpSeotinel article on Ham Lane 
tX&C. 

I feel Ham Lane should be re- 
duced to one lane of traffic in each di- 
redion and the  peed limit should be 
reduced to 25 rnph. This would en- 
courage traffic to use Lower Sacra- 
mento Road; which is the only true 

This would also make it safer for 
emergency vehicles and drivers 
wanting to turn into doctors' offices, 
schools, shopping centers or aparb 
ment complexes on Ham Lane. 

I for one am against accommodat- 
ing freeway traffic within the city 
limits. Try to tdely cross Ham Lane 
on foot, sometimes it is becoming 
next to impossible. 

I encourage everyone to call the 
city to stop this action and use good 

through street in Lodi. 
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I 0 or 1700 Montgomery 
02) 224-3553. E-mail 

flow pattern wedare Uncbmpromis- 
iagly unsafe for fa& boatmg, I-' 

We sugged and req\lerrt that you, 
our City Council members, take a re- 
sponsible stand against high speed 
boating traffic of any kind on the riv- 
er, where a bunch of "softy" parents 
are unable to do so (take a stand 
against what their children want to 
do). You cannot please" everybody 
all of the time, I feel that the task 
force was an exelrise in trying to po- 
litically please all sides even when 
some ' parties wedare gdvocating , 

Lodi -. peacefulness. 

Letters invited 
The Lodi News-Sentinel welcomes opinions from its readers. 

Letters must be signed and include the writer's address and phone 
number. No letter longer than 350 words will be accepted. The News- 
Sentinel reserves the right to edit letters. Send letters to letters to the 
Editor, PO. Box 1360, Lodi, CA 95241-1360, or e-mail letters to 
letters Ohnf~news~corn 
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!Father : . ,  i t  of Lodi boating 
accident victim dies 

I ,  

$y Ross Fsrkw 
NdwS-Sentinel staff writer 

Thomas Claknce Farnsworth of Lo&, who 
was critically injured in a Mokelumne River 
boating accident that took the life of his 11- 
year-old son in June, died Friday at Dameron 
Hospital in Stockton. . 
3 FarnBworth, 44, died of liver failure, said 
$an Joaquin C o w  Coroner Bill Isaacs. The 
death certificate lista no possible contribut- 
ing fadors, including the incident on the riv- 
er, that du ld  have led to Farnsworth‘s death. 
: Farnsworth‘s attorney, R. Lewis Van Blois 

Farnsworth spent more than a month at Uni- 
versity of California, Davis, Medical Center 
in Sacramento after the June 25 accident. 

He suffered serious head injuries, two bro- 
ken bones in his foot and torn knee ligaments 
in the accident, she said. 

Tom Farnsworth had been in and out of 
hospitals since the accident, his brother said. 

“He lost a son, and it really depressed 
him,” Steve Farnsworth said. 

Maggio, who was 18 at the time of the ac- 
cident, has been charged with misdemeanor 
vehicular manslaughter with a vessel and 

Please see Father, Page 10 

LL 
He had hie life - 

completely in order 
(before the accident). He 

was in steady decline 
since the incident. 

Y 9  
R. Lewis Van Blois, 

Thomas Fanisworth’s attorney , 
. ‘ 

of Oakland, said Monday he still wants to in- 
vestigate whether the accident contributed to 
his client’s death. 

’ 

Farnsworth had liver and kidney prob- 
lems, but his health was good until the acci- 
dent took place, Van Blois said. 

“He had his life completely in order (be- 
fore the accident),” Van Blois said. “He was in 
steady decline since the incident.” 

Farnsworth was injured and his son, Tom- 
my’Farnsworth of Manteca, was killed on 
June 25 when his canoe was struck by a pow- 
er boat operated by Carmelo Maggio 111, 19, 
of Woodbridge. The accident took place on the 

. 

Mokelumne River near Lodi Lake. 
“I have no idea whether it was caused by 

the accident or not,” said Farnsworth’s broth- 
er, Steve Farnsworth of Stockton. “I do know 
he had a pre-existing condition.” 

Isaacs said there is no reason for the coro- 
ner’s office to investigate Farnsworth’s death. 

“Tom“ Farnsworth had kidney and liver 
disease and Hepatitis C before the accident, 
his brother said. He had a liver transplant 
about six years ago, and seemed to be recov- 
ering well from it, he added. 

Their mother, Angela Farnsworth of Lodi, 
said in a previous interview that Tom 

Continued from Page 1 
reckless operation of a watercraft. 
Tom Farnsworth also filed a wrong- 
ful death lawsuit Dec. 18 against 
Maggio and Joseph K Newfield 111, 
Joseph Mark Newfield and Sheila 
Newfield, who own the boat Maggio 
was allegedly driving at the time of 
the accident, according to the civil 
suit. 
. A relative of the Newfield family 
said in December that both the 
male Newfields named in the suit 
are actually the same person. 
’ Van Blois, Farnsworth’s attorney 
on the civil case, said he isn’t neces- 
sarily going to seek damages from 
the Newfields . 

The Newfields were named in 
the complaint only to give him the 
flexibility to include them in the fu- 
ture, he added. 

The civil suit will be put on hold 
until the attorney discusses the 
case with surviving family mem- 
bers. 

Van Blois said he wants to give 
the family some time to grieve be- 
fore talking to them. 
. Van Blois said he didn’t take a 
sworn deposition from Farnsworth 
because he didn’t expect him to die. 

However, Farnsworth’s testimo- 
ny. wasn’t needed anyway because 
the facta related to the accident are 
clear, he added. 

Deputy District Attorney Tom 
Ziegler said the elder Farnsworth‘s 
death won’t affect the criminal case 
he is prosecuting against Maggio. 

The June 25 accident led San 
Joaquin County sheriffs deputies 
to’ increase patrols on the 

Mokelumne River between High- I 
way 99 and Woodbridge Dam. Su- 1 
pervisor Jack Sieglock also appoint- 
ed a seven-member task force in Ju- 
ly to recommend how t~ make the 
river safer for boaters. 

The task force recommended 
that  power boats be allowed on the 
river between noon and 7 p.m. At 
all other times, a 5 mph speed limit 
is recommended. . 

The Board of Supervisors has 
yet to act on the task force’s recom- 
mendations. 

Steve Farnsworth said his broth- 
er  told him the day before he died of 
his concerns regarding safety prob- 
lems on the Mokelumne River. 

“He told me he wants something 
done on that river,” Steve 
Farnsworth said. “He wants greater 
patrols, speed limits posted and 
speed limits enforced. 

“He knew he was dying, and he 
really had a sharp mind until the 
end.“ 

Tom Farnsworth was born 
March 13,1956, in Fresno and grew 

I 

up in Southern California. He was a 
bank vice president in Illinois until 
be retired on disability in 1996. 



River task force's recommendations fall far short 
, When a party boat of skiers ran 

over a canoe on the Mokelumne 
River, killing an 11-year-old boy 
and seriously injuring his dad, I 
thought of my 10-year-old son and 
cried. 

In that  July accident, on a tran- 
quil straight-away stretch of the 
river, the boy and his father were 
bohg nothing more than fishing, 

I thought of my son and hus- 
bahd and the many times we had 
canoed out of Lodi Lake to follow 
the city's watery northern bound- 
ary. There were always birds and 
river otters to spot as we driRed 
along in a quiet green world. 

I also thought of how many 
times our own lives were threat- 
ened on these outings by irrespon- 
slMe personal watercraft and 
powerboat drivers. They found it 
'fun" to try and swamp our canoe. 
Other times they roared out of the 
fog to find us dead ahead. 

So we stopped boating on the 
river. 

It's a shame that  four previous 
attempts to regulate speeds on the 
short stretch of the river from the 
lake to the city's eastern boundary 
were ignored. I can't help but spec- 
ulate that this delay resulted in a 
young boy's death. 

The county has jurisdiction 
over the Mokelumne River. That's 
why i t  was Supervisor Jack 
Sieglack who convened this latest 
Mokelumne River Task Force. 

The fact that four of the seven 
t.s?k f v c ?  'ava+n+ees live on the 

river and own-jet skis seems to 
give the commitLee the appearance 
of bias. Giving them the benefit of 
doubt, I hope Lodi's citizenry find 
it harder to overlook the more 
glaring fact that the task force ig- 
nored all prior recommendations 
to slow down or eliminate motor- 
ized craR on the Mokelumne. 

Specifically, in 1967 the Lodi 
Community Development Depart- Robin 
ment issued the Mokelumne River Knowfton 

. 

Report recommending limiting 
speeds of motorized craR to 7 mph 
or post 5 mph "no wake zones". 

In 1987, Lodi Parks and Recre- 
ation commissioned the Richard 
Bigler Plan recommending 'disal- 
lowing the use of large power- 
boats. Wakes from the boats are 
breaking down the banks, silting 
the river and destroying major 
trees." 

In 1992 the City Council's 
Mokelumne River Access Task 
Force recommended imposing a 5 
mph speed limit on the river adja- 
cent to all city or Lodi properties. 
The task force also encouraged pri- 
vate property holders along the 
River to petition the county super- 
visors to create a 5 mph speed lim- 
it. 

As if this mountain of recom- 
mendations weren't enough, the 
City Council convened a 
'Mokelumne River Public Safety" 
discussion at  an informal council 
meeting in November of 1995. 
Public input strongly favored im- 
plementing a 5 mph speed limit. 

After two public hearings in 
which the public heavily favored a 
5 mph speed limit, "All Evidence to 
the Contrary" Mokelumne River 
Task Force 2000 came up with 
their own unique safety recom- 
mendation: From noon until 7 
p.m., the river may be used for all 
types of water craR in accordance 
with state and federal safe boating 
laws. From 7 p.m. until noon a 5 
mph speed limit will be in effect. 
Huh? In other words, motorized 

craft owners like to go fast so let's 
set aside half the day for them to 
have free rein. Ahyone else BE 
WARNED! We'll set aside the oth- 
er half of the day for those people 
who want to be on the river when 
safety measures are imposed. 

The river twists and turns mak- 
ing it a place where extra caution 
is always warranted. That, coupled 
with sandbars and snags, doubles 
the danger. 

But wait! Speeding causes 
wakes, and wakes cause erosion, 
and erosion causes trees to fall in 

the river, and trees in the river 
causes the Mokelumne River Task 
Force to endorse this cycle! 

The Task Force also has recom- 
mended that snags be pulled from 
the river annually. To degrade fish 
habitat simply to make the river 
more navigable for speedboats and 
jet.skies is not likely to sit well 
with state and federal regulatory 
agencies. 

The Task Force did solicit input 
from East Bay Municipal District, 
as well as  the California Depart- 
ment of Fish and Game, and the 
San Joaquin County Sheriffs 
Boating Department, 

Lt. Moore commented that the 
sheriffs boat has had three sets of 
propellers destroyed by underwa- 
ter debris since they began pa- 
trolling the river four months ago. 
Gerald Swaitz stated that when 
EBMUD monitors the river they 
limit their boating speeds to 5-10 
mph. 

Meanwhile California Depart- 
ment of Fish and Game biologist 
Suzanne DeLeon wrote: 'There 
has already been so much damage 
on this stretch of the river from 
human interference and it needs 
to be controlled now before the riv- 
er becomes a nonproductive dead 
pool. There are places where mul- 
tiple uses of resources are feasible 
but I do not think this stretch of 
the river is one of those places. The 
ecosystem is too fragile and it is 
not an appropriate place for water 
skiera or jet skiem" 

Task Force 2000 has wisely rec- 
ommended prohibiting water-ski- 
ing, wakeboarding, and other types 
of pull-behind recreation. I think 
this is the most sensible of their 
recommendations, although three 
of their own committee members 
objected to this prohibition. 

I do want to point out that Task 
Force Member Jay Bell, a science 
curriculum specialist with Lodi 
Unified School District, strongly 
disagreed to allowing speeds of 
over 5 mph on the river. He also 
pointed out through a three page 
letter to the Board of Supervisors 
and the Lodi City Council that  the 
task force never took into consider- 
ation related issues of noise and 
water pollution, erosion, -degrada- 
tion of wildlife habitat and emer- 
gency response problems when 
making its recommendations. 

Where does that leave us? 
It leaves us with recommenda- 

tions that doh't fit into any overall 
plan for the lake or the adjoining 
nature preserve. It leaves us with 
recommendations that benefit a 
few a t  the expense of so many. By 
trying to accommodate nearly 
everyone the task force will foster 
the very conditions that make the 
river unsafe. 

I t  leaves me thinking - what 
were they thinking? 

Comments? You can reach 
Robin a t  rknowlton@lodinet. net. 

Robin Knowlton is a 12-year 
mident of Mi. Her column ap- 
pears twice eoch month. 
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From: 
Subject: 
Date: 
To: <rknowlton@lodinet.net> 
Attachments: 0 

Pottorff, Kevin <Kevin.Pottorff@bsci.com> AM ~ d d r e ~  

Your 11/20 column on river recommendations 
Man, 20 Nov 2000 13:49:45 -0500 

Printer Friendly Version 

I see the disclaimer at the end of your column stating that you have 
lived in Lodi for 12 years. 
That's not enough time to know all the petty politics that have 
plagued Lodi for years. I know; I lived in and around Lodi for nearly 35 
years. Although I haven't lived there for the last seven years, 1 see every 
time I get back for a visit that very little has changed as far as the city 
appeasing the rich home owners along the river at the expense of the public. 
Would you believe that there was a plea for help in the heavy rainfall year 
of 1982 for volunteers to come and help sandbag around those quarter-million 
dollar (at the time) homes that the city allowed to be built in the 
floodplain on the northeast comer of the city? I don't recall if or how 
many people volunteered to do so, but among my friends the general attitude 
was to "let the rich rats drown". 
You are right about the lake and river being a problem area for 
years. In my opinion the only time for powerboating on the lake is for the 
July 4th festivities, when the lake is closed to the general public and the 
boats run supervised. 
I am surprised that there haven't been more deaths along this 
stretch of water over the years. Just wait and see how fast the action 
becomes when one of the city council member's kids gets run over by one of 
their compatriots speedboats. 

Kevin Pottorff 
21 01 Bradley Street 
Maplewood, MN 551 17 

Iselect a Folder & 
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From: <Alto2tenor@aol.com> Add Address 

Subject: Mokelumne River Task Farce 
Date: 
To: <rknowlton@lodinet.net> 
Attachments: 0 

Sun, 26 Nov 2000 19:45:03 EST 

Yes, That was on purpose. I typed (poorly) a letter to the editor about the 
preservation of this natural treasure in Lodi. 
Who can I write to about the stupid solution to this problem? Everywhere I go 
people say7hey should ban those fast boats. I don't go there anymore". 
That's no solution either. 

Please keep up your work. I've appreciated your other colmns also. 
Frustrated, Pat Hoile 

pelect a Folder .$@ 
. . . . . , . , . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . , . . . . .+*t 

http://webmail.lodine.. ./imap4.asp?action=showmessage&folder=INBOX&msgno=4&mdno=32 12/4/00 



November 10.2000 

This is written in justification of my dissenting view in relation to the draft recommendations of the 
Mokelumne River Safety Task Force. I am compelled to share my observations and conclusions 
because the questions are so critical, involving the present and future safety of citizens who will 
rely on the recommendations made by the Safety Task Force and also involving the consequential 
decisions made by public entities who will act on those recommendations. 

When approached to serve on the Task Force, I understood that my charge was to help draft 
recommendations that would allow for safe use of the river bordering Lodi by the broadest cross- 
section of users as is advisable. I have attended all meetings. I've carefully listened to, read, and 
catalogued communication by all interested parties. I've been open and attentive to all points of 
view. I have physically looked at the river with an even sharper focus than before while on it many 
times in both canoe and motorboat in the last few months. As a result, and in good conscience, I 
simply cannot stretch my judgment to the point where I could advise that it is a safe waterway for 
general boat travel over 20 mph. It certainly can't be deemed safe for traveling at high speeds or 
for towing knee boarders, etc. 

Prior to elaborating on my specific reasons supporting my opinion, I wish to acknowledge input of 
three differing types: the recommendations from past studies, input from agency members 
solicited by our committee, and a tally of input from the public. 

Past Recommendations: 

1%7 - Lodi Community Development Department issued Mokelumne River Report. 
Recommendations: limit motorized boats to 7 mph or less, or post 5 mph "no wake zone". 
(from a council communication by Larry Hansen, Chief of Police, July 5 ,  2000) 

1987 - Richard Bigler Plan, commissioned by Lodi Parks and Recreation, in point 3 of his section 
of recommendations for the river, calls for "disallowing the use of large powerboats. Wakes from 
the boats are breaking down the banks, silting the river and destroying major trees." 

1992 - City Council directs formation of the Mokelumne River Access Task Force to address the 
many varied issues of the Mokelumne River. Recommendations include: 

1. That a five (5 )  mph speed limit on the Mokelumne River be imposed adjacent to all City 
of Lodi properties. 
2. That all other areas (private properties) along the Mokelumne River be encouraged to 
likewise adopt and go before the Board of Supervisors to create a five ( 5 )  mph speed limit 
through the river expanse of the Woodbridge Regional Park to those areas in the eastern 
section of the City limits and areas for future considerations. 

November 1995 - A large group of citizens attended and participated in discussion regarding 
"Mokelumne River Public Safety" at a City Council Informational Meeting at the Carnegie Forum. 
Public input strongly favored the implementation of a 5 mph speed limit as outlined in the 1992 
proposal. Unfortunately, the roadblock was the inability, at that time, for either the Lodi Police 
Department or San Joaquin Sheriff's Department to enforce such an ordinance. 



Input From APencies: 
The committee solicited input, and received input, from employees of three agencies: 

Lt. Steven Moore, San Joaquin Sheriff Department's Boating Section - 
Lt. Moore stated that since the implementation of regular patrols on the Mokelumne in July, the 
sheriffs boat has had 3 sets of propellers destroyed by underwater debris in the river. This 
compares to no propeller loss in the Delta over a much longer time frame and with much greater 
weekly hours of patrol activity. 

Gerald Swartz, EBMUD - Had no safety input. Stated that when their boats are monitoring 
the river, they need a speed limit between 5 - 10 rnph. The only other input by Mr. Swartz was a 
study he volunteered to share regarding a different river being studied. Results of that study 
showed, "Bank loss in the non-motorized segment of the river was about 75% less than that 
observed in the highest boat-use area of the river and 33% less than that observed in the lowest 
boat-use area of the river." 

Suzanne DeLebn, California Department of Fish and Game - Her comments are not on 
department letterhead, but are summed up in the sixth paragraph of her prepared statement. "There 
has already been so much damage on this stretch of the river from human interference and it needs 
to be controlled now before the river becomes a nonproductive dead pool. There are places where 
multiple uses of resources are feasible but I do not think this stretch of the river is one of those 
places. The ecosystem is too fragile and it is not an appropriate place for water skiers or jet skis." 

Input From The Public: 

Overwhelmingly, the public wants a major change in river usage. A tally of publicly expressed 
input so far is: 

Input forum - 5 mph Limit Vague Comments Speed 
-- Motor Ban or Unrestricted 

July 5 City Council 
meeting 

July 27 and August 9 
public input meetings 

News Sentinel poll, 
final tally Aug. 14 

Letters to the editor 
July 3rd to Sept.17 

66% 22% 11% 

52% 36 % 11% 

Increased sheriff 
74% 15% 11% 

Nov. 8 public input 74% 
meeting in response to 
draft recommendations 

Compromise plan 
75% 25 % 0% 

Vague Comments 
15% 10% 

It's obvious from these statistics that the public is crying for a ban of motor-powered craft or a 
drastic speed limit on the Mokelumne River. 

So - what is my opinion? I do not favor a unilateral ban on all motorized water craft on the river 
bordering Lodi. It is my informed opinion that the river from the eastern city limits to the 
Woodbridge Dam should be designated a special use area, similar to one on the Stanislas River, 
with a maximum speed limit of 5 mph. 

Why a 5 mph speed limit? 



It's a narrow, twisting, short stretch of water. To quote John Donati's letter, August 10: 
"The distance from Hwy. 99 to the Woodbridge Dam is approximately 2 miles. In that distance on 
the Mokelumne I count about 25 turns . . . Of those turns about 20 are greater than 90", and 10 of 
those are approximately 180" (hairpin turns)." 
It is loaded with hidden sandbars and dangerous snags. Dale Edens in the July 27 
Task Force meeting said his jet ski does 65 mph. If we rubber-stamp the continued exercise of 
speed, towing wake boarders, etc., on the Mokelumne, we will be faced with responding with 
another committee when someone else dies. Even the sheriff patrol boat, manned with 
professional boat operators, has broken several propellers in the short time they have been 
patrolling that stretch since the accident. 
The problem isn't just to keep the power craft and paddle craft apart. 
It just happens that the accident involved a powerboat hitting a canoe tied to the bank. It could 
have hit a jet ski sitting idly. It could have involved two jet skis colliding, a wakeboarder wrapped 
around a snag . . . 
Alternate days or designated hours aren't workable. Split-use times create a false 
security that could fatally be shattered by a powerboat breaking the law out of ignorance. More 
importantly, it would still be the same narrow, twisting, short stretch of water loaded with hidden 
sandbars and dangerous snags. By making some days or times designated for non-speed, our 
compromise says that the river is safe for power-boat users (longtime locals and first timers alike) 
part of the time, if no paddle craft are present. 
Experienced boaters and river-front owners have expressed the need for a 5mph 
limit. Jim and Betty Mae Locke, in a letter to the editor 8/11/00, write, "We have always been 
boat owners. . . With the extensive number of "tight" and "blind" turns in the river, there is no 
realistic way to react safely to an oncoming watercraft . . . It has become increasing clear that high 
speeds on the river are just inappropriate from a safety perspective.'' 
August 9th safety input meeting stated that she had a ski boat while living on the Mokelumne in 
Lodi. She also had jet skis. From her experiences, she thinks the river is unsafe for jet ski use. 
She's wants a 5 mph speed limit. 
8/15/00, writes "We have lived on the river since 1989. I spent several years in the Coast Guard 
on search and rescue vessels and in the rescue coordination center as the controlling officer, and 
have been a long time boat owner. Aside from this experience, anyone who has spent any time on 
the water will know that this river is very unsafe with its blind curves, narrow channel, and 
deadwood." This is a small sample of input. 
Enforcement and emergency response will continue to be a problem. The sheriff said 
that when they respond to illegal activity or other problems, they can't turn on their siren and speed 
down the river. They must observe the 5 mph wake zone law wherever there is a dock with a boat 
or a swimming area. That greatly impacts their response time if they're at one end of the river and 
need to respond at the other. 
A strict 5 rnph speed limit will lead to self enforcement. If strictly enforced for one 
season, a 5 mph speed limit would become the "norm". Anyone speeding would be the exception. 
There would be public pressure by users of the river who were in legal compliance. Compromise 
solutions that have been discussed would require continued funding of law enforcement personnel 
and a boat. And for what? So that some people can use excessive speed on a narrow, twisting, 
short stretch of water loaded with hidden sandbars and dangerous snags. 
Other rivers enjoy a 5 mph speed limit. The American River is posted 5 mph for 20 miles 
from 1-5 to Folsom Lake. The Stanislas River is regulated to 5 rnph or less for a 15 mile stretch 
starting at Oakdale. The Stanislas River 5 mph zone has been self-regulating for several years. 

I previously alluded to the fact that I could consider a 20 mph maximum speed on the river as being 
safe. However, law enforcement officials state that's too difficult to judge and enforce. Given 
that, and reasons elaborated above, it is my studied opinion that the Mokelumne River bordering 
Lodi should be regulated to a maximum speed of 5 mph. 

Amy Fritz, who spoke at the 

William Bierly, in a letter addressed to the committee on 

Jay Bell 



I heard from one former council member of long ago who stated a sorrow that they were part of a 
process that took the banks of the Mokelumne, along Lodi, away from the public and put it into 
the hands of private homeowners. I share their sorrow. In a process that considers present and 
future rights and needs of all citiczens of a city, a parkway would have been developed alonz the 
Mokelumne on Lodi side from Woodbridge to 99 and beyond. It’s too late for that and I don’t 
blame the homeowners who have acquired that property. T h e  fate of that land didn’t rest with 
decisions of those homeowners, but rather the developers and  counciIs and committees at the 
time. But now, this city council is poised to be able to make positive decisions that will impact 
the river, Lodi Lake Park and Lodi’s citizens. I pray that you consider the big picture for now 
and future. 

I was part of the Mokelumne River Safety Committee. It is my impression that the majority of 
the committee viewed it as the Mokelumne River Joint Use Committee. With that focus, I don’t 
believe we adequately addressed safety on the Mokelumne. I don’t sugsest  any inquiry into the 
committee or continuation of their work. I just recommend taking their recommendation with a 
large grain of salt. My only focused argument with their (our) recommendation would be these 
questions. 1) Whose input from ogtside the committee was solicited? (the answer is - the 
public, EBIUIUD, Fish and Game, and the sheriff‘s office). The next question is W h a t  input did 
we get from any of these sources that would support continued use of the river by speedins 
watercraft? (the answer is none. If you care to read what  input we got from each of these 
sources I refer you to the second p3ge of my letter to you, dated November 10, 2000. I believe 
that all evidence indicates that this stretch of water is incornpatable (and unsafe) for speed. 

However, speed and safety are not the only issues here. I want to touch on the environmental 
issues of erosion and pollution. 

First - erosion. The river next to Lodi is, for a large percentage of the year, a lake. Just as 
Comanche is a lake formed by stopping the hlokelume at Comanche Dam, the  hlokelumne next 
to Lodi is a lake formed by Woodbridge Dam. Since it is a lake, there is n o  appreciable natural 
surface movement during 2/3 of the year. That means natural water movement is not causing 
erosion during that period. During the other months of the year, in normal users, such as the 
current one, the water level is so low that erosion of the high water banks is not occumng either. 
But erosion does happen. The riverbank and the trees on it  are lost. When? During very 
abnormally high water-level winters. And as a result of high speed motorcraft traffic during the 
Spring, Summer, and Fall. 

To quote a Fish and Game Study that EBMUD shared with the Safety Committee (enclosure 1), 
“Boat wakes present a different problem than natural down-stream erosional forces because 
Wakes run up the streambanks lifting and dislodging material that would not be affected by 
normal downstream currents and water level fluctuations. During a single day, wakes repeatedly 
raise water levels to heights that would normally only be reached once or twice during a mormal 
hydrological season. Wakes from boats travelling upstream strike the bank in a manner that does 
not occfur naturally. This may dislodge material that resists normal downstream water 
movement.” 



Boating organizations also acknowledge boat wakes as major sources of shore erosion. The 
Cruising Club of America has as one of its 6 environmental policies: “Limit boat wakes to 
reduce shoreline erosion.” (enclosure 2) 

The Personal Watercraft Industry Association, in its environmental guide for Jet-Ski owners 
states: “Erosion is a concern for all shorelines inchdins rivers, lakes, and oceans. The slow 
destruction of shorelines affects the habitats of plants and animals. Xear the shore avoid high 
speeds which create wakes and observe posted no wake zones.” (enclosure 3) 

Other municipalities have acknowledged boat wake erosion and placed regulations accordingly. 
Two examples I have included require 5 rnph within 150’ - 300’ from the shore. (encl. 4 & 5) 

Finally, A Land Use and Resource Management Plan for the Primary Zone of the Delta states: 
“F-6. Some recreational activites are detrimental to habitat values; such as those that create loud 

noises, create waves or wakes; or distrub sediments. Recreational boating adversely impacts the 
stability of some levees through creation of wakes increasing the cost of maintenance.” (encl. 6) 

Enough about wakes - now on to water pollution. 
Personal watercraft make up a significant percentage of the high speed craft on the Mokelumne. 
The California Air Resource Board has stated that the two stroke engine used in personal 
watercraft creates as much pollution in two hours as a new car driven for more than 100,000 
miles. It is also estimated that personal watercraft discharge one third of their fuel unburned into 
the water. Nationally, this turns out to be the equivalent of four Exxon Valdez oil spills annually 
(encl. 7) 

Lastly, noise pollution. We are continuing to develop Lodi Lake Park and Nature Area as a 
place where people can come to get away from all the noise and turmoil in their lives. 
Powerboat activity and its related high noise levels do not seem to mesh with that park or the 
vision behind having it. 

In closing, I ask that the council join the citizens in taking a proactive role in the decisions 
affecting regulations on the LMokelumne that will be before the 3oard of Supervisors. It would 
be my hope that the city would ask the county to designate that section of the Mokelumne Fbver 
that borders Lodi Lake Park and Nature Area as a Special Use Area with a 5 mph speed limit. 
And also to encourage citizens along the river to seek similar zoning in their respective areas. 
Something that has been discussed in these same chambers so many times before. 
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-%AT5 An Enviromental Guide for Watercraft Operators 

0 Pc rs  o n a I W a t c r c t-a It  I i 1 cl 11 s I r y A sso c i ;I t I o I 1 

All boaters participate in the ecosystetii, a systcti i  ctcatctk by the 
interaction of a community of organisins witrr ttieir etivironierit. W e  
are not separate f rom nature, b u t  a part  of it. A s  boaters, we caniiot 
ignore the effect we have 011 the enviroriient. Tl ie  waters t h a t  w e  
enjoy may be impacted Iiy our actiotis. Evety  Iioater Iias a 
responsibility to tearti and use etivirornetitally sa fe  Iioating pt'actices 
that  wil l  protect the waters for tl ie future. 

As a watercraft rider, you are considered a boater. Watercraft are 
defined as Class A inboard boats by the  U.S. Coast Guard and are 
required to fol low most boating regulat ions. 

Q ~ n v i r * n m e n t a l  ~ u i d e  

0 Boatins safety courses 
0 Asencies & Organizations 

0 ~~l~~ of the  Waterway 

0 Safetv Checklist 

The Personal Watercraft Indus t ry  encourages you to adopt the 
following simple guidelines t o  preserve our natura l  resources. 

Be aware and show you care by following these general rules: 

POLLUTION 
Refuel on land to  reduce any chances of spil l ing oil or  gas in to  the 
water. 

Slow down when fi l l ing the tank, don't over-fi l l , catch any accidental 
spills w i th  an  absorbent pad, and dispose o f  it properly. 

Check and clean your  engine well away f rom shorelines. Water and 
oil don ' t  tnix and can ha rm the water's delicate ni icro-organisms as 
wel l  as the animals  who feed on theni, potential ly upsetting t h e  



entire food cliairi. 

TURBIDITY 
In  shallow waters, boats may s t i r  l ip the boltotn, suspended 
sediments which l imi t  l ight  penetrat ion and deplete oxygen. This can 
affect fish and bi rd reeding. To avoid this effect, ride in ma in  
channels, and l im i t  riding i n  shallow water. 

When  it is necesary to ride i n  shallow water keep watercraft a t  a n  idle 
speed. I n  coastal areas be aware of low tide, the waters may be 
substantially more  shallow a t  these t imes revealing sea grass beds 
and other  del icate vegitat ion. 

VEGETATION 
Vegetation such as  sea grasses are delicate nursury grounds where 
many of the fish i n  our waters originate. I 

Weeds, grasses and other plant life are not  c~oocl for your PWC. 
Ingestion of  these into your  craft may cuase engine or  pump 
problems, and reduce performance. Stay Away! 

When possible, operate well away from shore because, typically, 
wildlife inhabi t  the  vegetation along the shore's edge. The least 
amount of disturbance is in  the marked channels or  the deeper areas 
of a lake o r  r iver. I f  a t  a l l  possible, s tay in main channels. 

NOISE 
Be aware tha t  the noise and movements o f  boats m a y  disturb b i rd  
populations. Steer clear of  posted bird nesting areas. 

Many migratory  birds are easily stressed and especially vulnerable 
during their migration period. Birds wil l typically fly away from 
disturbing noises and any unecessary expenditure of energy can 
harm a feeding or resting bird. 

Bird rookeries are especially vulnerable to noise f rom boats, iricluding 
personal watercraft.  Nesting birds may  fly f rom the nest exposing 
unprotected eggs and hatchlings to the sun's heat o r  predators. 

HARASSMENT 
Do not  harass wildlife by chasing or interupting feeding, nesting, or 
resting. Harrasment  is defined as  any action that  may cause a n  



animal to dev iate f rom its normal  behavior. I t  is illegal and can 
unduly stress wildlife. 

Mammels such as sea otters, sea lions, manatees and whales can be 
in jured from direct impact  by boats travel ing a t  h igh speeds. Ride a t  
control led speeds so you can see any animals ahead o f  you. Avoid 
area of h igh  animal  population. I f  you h i t  a n  animal repor t  i t  t o  your  
local wildlife commission. There may  be a ctiance to save its l i fe. 

EROSION 
Excessive boat  wakes may contr ibute to shoreline erosion, especially 
in narrow st reams and inlets. 

Erosioii is a concern for  all sl iorelines including rivers, lakes, and 
oceans. The slow destruction of shorelines affects the habitats o f  
plants and animals. Near the shore avoid h igh speeds which create 
wakes and observe posted no wake zones. 

EXOTICS 
Wash your  boat  o f f  after you use i t  to prevent the spread of exotic 
plants to o ther  lakes and rivers. Exotics are plants a n d  animals that  
are non-nat ive t o  a specific area. Exotics have no natura l  enemies 
and spread easily, taking over a n  area to the exclusion of native 
species, thus  decreasing impor tan t  p lant  and animal  diversity. 

DOCKING / BEACHING 
When docking or beaching, look for evidence of turtles, birds, 
alligators, manatees, and other animals along shore. 

Avoid docking o r  beaching where p lants  such as reeds, grasses and 
mangroves are located. These p lants  are essential to  the ecosystem 
becuase they  contro l  erosion and provide a nursury ground for smal l  
animals v i ta l  t o  the food chain, such as crustaceans, i i iol lusks, and 
smal l  fish. 

ENDANGERED SPECIES 
Many species of plants and animals are threatened w i th  ext inct ion 
due to  habi ta t  loss. The Endangered Species Act o f  1973 was created 
to protect  these animals. I t  is i l legal to  trade, kill, hunt, collect, 
harass, harm,  pursue, shoot, trap, wound o r  capture species 
designated as endagered, or in danger of extinction, such as 
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Dealing with the Mokelumne River issues are tough. It appears that try as they may, the 
committee was too heavily loaded with jet skiers. I think their river use suggestion, that there be 
power boat times and non-power boat times, is probably the best workable idea for the foreseeable 
future. The river should be open to all for reasonable use. However, their suggestion to ban 
"towed persons" is goofy and completely opposite the facts and figures from all major safety 
agencies. The National Transportation and Safety Board, to the Coast Guard, Sheriff Departments 
nationwide, boating and watercraft agencies etc. all report that the number one menace on the 
waterways with a disproportionate accident, injury and death rate is the Personal Water Craft, 
[PWC] "Jet Ski's". 

"Personal Watercraft operators have been involved in a disproportionate number of 
boating accidents." 

"...more fatalities on PWC's for an all time high ..." 
Accident Report Database [BARD] 

"PWC account for 11% of all US. registered boats, [but] figure in more than 35% of all 
boating accidents." National Park Service, 

"PWC accounted for 16% of the vessels registered in California, but were involved in 45% of 
1966 boating accidents and 55% of t5e injuries. 
Waterways. 

"While the number of PWC's tripled during the first 1/2 of the 1990's ...inj ury rates were 8-5 
times higher. American Medical Association 

"...while boating fatalities have dropped overall in the past decade, those involving personal 
watercraft have jumped dramatically" National Transportation and Safety Board. 

"Last year, the accident and injury rates for PWC's were six times higher than those for 
boats." Department of Natural Resources, State of Wisconsin. 

But most telling of all: Canoe/kayak, open motorboats, and rowboats have only slightly 
lower injury rates. Canoes and rowboats all have a much higherfatality rate per vessel. 
from U .S. coast Guard tables. 

Pennsylvania Fish and Boat commission 

U.S. Coast Guard Recreational Boating 

. California Department of Boating and 

These are not oakie agencies. 
wakeboarders and kneeboarders. Th~s activity is the slowest of all power boat recreational activities. 
It is rare for a wakeboarder or kneeboarder to exceed 15-20 mph, a fast jog or run if it were on land. 
With a "towed person" you are required to have an observer, so there is no reason for the driver to 
be looking anywhere but where he/she is going. Water skiing on the river is extremely rare. I have 
made over 900 boating trips over a period of 20 years from my house to the Woodbridge Dam and 
back without accident or injury to anyone. We "slowboaters" are certainly not the menace on the 
river. For these 20 years it has been a wonderful source of enjoyment for my children and now my 
grandchildren. Our boat is quiet and rarely exceeds 20 mph. Compare that with loud, 70 mph plus 
"jet skis" and decide which one you want coming at you. I don't care for their noise and unregulated 
speed, but 1 don't think they should be banned either. We should approach this like we do with any 
other similar issue ... education, enforcement, etc. Knee-jerk banning of anything is not the way to go 
thru life. 
persons" type of boating recreation is not the problem. I urge you to adopt and test the committee's 
"separated use days" of the river before adding additional restraints. Thank you for your 
consideration. 

Boating involving towing people on the river is mostly confined to 

. 

Look at the facts from all boating and marine agencies and you will see that the "towed 

John L. Kindseth, 1218 Rivergate Drive, Lodi, CA 95240,334-1197 



S E A N  M. C O L L I N S  

o r t h o d o n t i c s  
March 2 1, 2001 

Lodi City Council Members 

Dear City Council Members, 

I noticed, through a couple of "Letters to the Editor" in the Lodi News Sentinel, that the 
Mokelumne River usage debate is heating up again. Last October, I submitted a letter in 
response to the River Task Force recommendations. I have included a copy of that 
correspondence with this communication for your review. 

In addition to the variety of compromises the former correspondence offers, I'd like to pose 
some further thoughts. For starters, I'd like you to consider why this topic has arisen again. 
Essentially, the accident which occurred last summer precipitated all the renewed discussion. 
The problem with this is the fact that the accident was not due to an inherently unsafe boating 
environment. Rather, the San Joaquin County Sheriff and our local district attorney 
determined that the cause of the tragedy was gross negligence on the part of the boat driver. 

Regardless, those who wish to close the river use the tragedy as the primary platform on 
which to base their arguments. The apparent gross negligence attributed to this accident makes 
this platform illegitimate. Basic and common safe boating practice would have saved Tommy 
Farnsworth's life. Any further discussion should regard safety guidelines for continued river 
usage, not river closure. 

I grew up skiing on the river and now reside along its bank. I find it truly unfortunate that 
the majority of those who argue most passionately to close the river neither live along it nor 
have ever used the river in any capacity. How can they be given any credibility when they 
condemn the river as unsafe? 

In my former correspondence, I proposed limited, slow speed towing activities (kneeboarding, 
trick skiing, wakeboarding) on a weekday-only basis. I also proposed the creation of a 
special education and area-use permit program. Annual permit, and area-use fees could make 
the education program self-funding. 

I also suggested limited, weekday sluing access to Lodi Lake. Perhaps the City of Lodi would 
appreciate having the lake water circulated for free rather than paying our fire department to 
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circulate the water artificially. and, perhaps, even generate some 
revenue to help pay for safety patrols. These ideas, in conjunction with the rotating usage 
times proposed by the River Safety Task Force, will allow us to safely maintain the river as a 
valuable recreational resource. 

We may save money 

Finally, as a waterfront homeowner, my property was purchased with the promise of both 
beauty and recreation afforded by the river. I have spoken to a local real estate appraiser who 
informs me that total restriction of river activities may adversely affect property values. I 
realize that this may seem a rather peripheral item to note but I must encourage you to 
consider potential economic and right-of-access impacts associated with any decisions you may 
make. 

As a Lodi native, competitive water skier and waterfront resident, I have enjoyed the river 
much more than most. I don’t want my community to lose the healthy recreation this river 
provides. I eagerly volunteer, in whatever capacity, to assist with implementation of 
education, safety, or monitoring programs along this waterway. Do not close this river. 
Through education and compromise, the Mokelumne can be safely enjoyed by all. 

I 
\ Ilins, D.D.S.,  M.S.D. 

- -- - 



October 25, 2000 
o r t b o d o o t i c s  

River Task Force 
Lodi City Council 
County Board of Supervisors 

Dear Task Force, City Council and Board Members, 

I'd like to commend you, one and all, for taking the time to contribute to the welfare of our 
community. Also, I'd like to thank you for the opportunity to contribute to the ongoing 
discussion in regard to the Mokelumne River. While I was unable to attend the October 24 
meeting, I am compelled to share my perspective. 

First of all, I am a former and current resident along the river. I grew up on Edgewood 
Drive and my current address is 1359 Rivergate Drive. I have a thirty year background in 
competitive water skiing and also use the river regularly for kayaking and swimming. 
Because of my history growing up in this community and utilizing the river for all the 
recreation it affords, I probably have a more complete understanding of the issues involved 
than anybody outside your respective groups. 

Primarily, it is my understanding that the Task Force was assembled to investigate the issues 
and make recommendations in order to create a safe environment on the Mokelumne River. If 
any Task Force, City Council or Board Members, have been out on the river lately, it is 
obvious that the San Joaquin County Sheriff patrols have significantly tamed the area through 
their presence along with their attempts to educate boaters and jet skiers. From a legislative 
and enforcement perspective, we have enough laws on the books to govern the area without 
further restrictions. Perhaps the institution of an educational program and issuance of an 
"area use permit" would be the only thing necessary to further insure safety. I suggest "area 
use permit" fees help fund ongoing sheriff patrols. 

However, should it be decided that some restrictions be enacted, I was pleased with the 
majority of recommendations the River Task Force proposed in the October 23 and 24 issues 
of the Lodi News Sentinel. I felt the committee did an excellent job blending restrictions and 
education with the rights of the various groups concerned. For me, the disappointing 
recommendation was, as you might guess, the elimination of waterskiing. 
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The committee should work to modify and restrict waterskiing just as it has river usage. To 
this end, I have the following suggestions: 

1. Restrict any towing activity to under 20 miles per hour. This only permits the 
slowest types of skiing; trick skiing, kneeboarding and wakeboarding. With these activities, 
the boat travels anywhere from 13-19 miles per hour. In addition, the rope is very short and 
the skier rarely gets too far from the boat. 

2. Restrict towing activities to weekdays-only. Even prior to the accident (likely 
negligence) which brought all this discussion about, weekday usage was minimal. Recently, 
with the sheriff's presence, weekday and weekend usage is almost nonexistent. Nevertheless, 
in consideration of varied interests and safety, skiing could be eliminated on weekends and 
holidays. 

3. Restrict weekday towing activities to two potential areas; the straight section of 
river from Woodbridge Dam to Lodi Lake Trailer Park and Lodi Lake. 

4. To further insure safety in the case of two or more ski boats, a condition of the 
testing and certification proposed by the committee should include an agreement by licensees to 
a system of "boat rotation". With this system, boaters will agree to take turns in the 
designated areas so that only one vessel would be actively towing a skier at any one time. If 
both the Lodi Lake and Woodbridge areas were open to usage, the combined spaces afford a 
far greater usage area than usual weekday use requires. Boat rotation is a common practice in 
competition ski areas which are smaller than either of these proposed stretches of water. 

Once again, with the exception of education and certification, I'm not absolutely certain that we 
need additional restrictions. To my knowledge, there have been just two fatalities in this area 
in over fourty years. This is a rather remarkable record of safety in light of the historical 
lack of education and sheriff department supervision. If restrictions are deemed unavoidable, I 
believe the restrictions I propose will provide the measures of safety necessary to avoid the 
elimination of waterskiing on the Mokelumne River. 

I appeal to the River Task Force, City Council and San Joaquin County Board of Supervisors 
to consider these perspectives. Our river offers a wealth of enjoyment for all types of 
recreation and should remain accessible to the broadest cross-section of our population. Please 
do not take these limited skiing activities away. Compromise, along with education, will make 
the river safe for &l of us. 

Sincerely, 



o r t h o d o n t i c s  
March 21, 2001 

Lodi City Council Members 

Dear City Council Members, 

I noticed, through a couple of "Letters to the Editor" in the Lodi News Sentinel, that the 
Mokelumne River usage debate is heating up again. Last October, I submitted a letter in 
response to the River Task Force recommendations. I have included a copy of that 
correspondence with this communication for your review. 

In addition to the variety of compromises the former correspondence offers, I'd like to pose 
some further thoughts. For starters, I'd like you to consider why this topic has arisen again. 
Essentially, the accident which occurred last summer precipitated all the renewed discussion. 
The problem with this is the fact that the accident was not due to an inherently unsafe boating 
environment. Rather, the San Joaquin County Sheriff and our local district attorney 
determined that the cause of the tragedy was gross negligence on the part of the boat driver. 

Regardless, those who wish to close the river use the tragedy as the primary platform on 
which to base their arguments. The apparent gross negligence attributed to this accident makes 
this platform illegitimate. Basic and common safe boating practice would have saved Tommy 
Farnsworth's life. Any further discussion should regard safety guidelines for continued river 
usage, not river closure. 

I grew up skiing on the river and now reside along its bank. I find it truly unfortunate that 
the majority of those who argue most passionately to close the  river neither live along it nor 
have ever used the river in any capacity. How can they be given any credibility when they 
condemn the river as unsafe? 

In my  former correspondence, I proposed limited, slow speed towing activities (kneeboarding, 
trick skiing, wakeboarding) on a weekday-only basis. I also proposed the creation of a 
special education and area-use permit program. Annual permit, and area-use fees could make 
the education program self-funding. 

I also suggested limited, weekday skiing access to Lodi Lake. Perhaps the  City of Lodi would 
appreciate having the lake water circulated for free rather than paying our fire department to 
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circulate the water artificially. We may Save money and, perhaps, even generate some 
revenue to help pay for safety patrols. These ideas, in conjunction with the rotating usage 
times proposed by the River Safety Task Force, will allow US to safely maintain the river as a 
valuable recreational resource. 

Finally, as a waterfront homeowner, my property was purchased with the promise of both 
beauty and recreation afforded by the river. I have spoken to a local real estate appraiser who 
informs me that total restriction of river activities may adversely affect property values. I 
realize that this may seem a rather peripheral item to note but 1 must encourage you to 
consider potential economic and right-of-access impacts associated with any decisions you may 
make. 

As a Lodi native, competitive water skier and waterfront resident, I have enjoyed the river 
much more than most. I don’t want my community to lose the healthy recreation this river 
provides. I eagerly volunteer, in whatever capacity, to assist with implementation of 
education, safety, or monitoring programs along this waterway. Do not close this river. 
Through education and compromise, the Mokelumne can be safely enjoyed by all. 

S i y e l y  , 

t Sean M. dpllins, D.D.S., M.S.D. 



October 25, 2000 
o r t h o d o n t i c s  

River Task Force 
Lodi City Council 
County Board of Supervisors 

Dear Task Force, City Council and Board Members, 

I'd like to commend you, one and all, for taking the time to contribute to the welfare of our 
community. Also, I'd like to thank you for the opportunity to contribute to the ongoing 
discussion in regard to the Mokelumne River. While I was unable to attend the October 24 
meeting, I am compelled to share my perspective. 

First of all, I am a former and current resident along the river. I grew up on Edgewood 
Drive and my current address is 1359 Rivergate Drive. I have a thirty year background in 
competitive water skiing and also use the river regularly for kayaking and swimming. 
Because of my history growing up in this community and utilizing the river for all the 
recreation it affords, I probably have a more complete understanding of the issues involved 
than anybody outside your respective groups. 

Primarily, it is my understanding that the Task Force was assembled to investigate the issues 
and make recommendations in order to create a safe environment on the Mokelumne River. If 
any Task Force, City Council or Board Members, have been out on the river lately, it is 
obvious that the San Joaquin County Sheriff patrols have significantly tamed the area through 
their presence along with their attempts to educate boaters and jet skiers. From a legislative 
and enforcement perspective, we have enough laws on the books to govern the area without 
further restrictions. Perhaps the institution of an educational program and issuance of an 
"area use permit" would be the only thing necessary to further insure safety. I suggest "area 
use permit" fees help fund ongoing sheriff patrols. 

However, should it be decided that some restrictions be enacted, I was pleased with the 
majority of recommendations the River Task Force proposed in the October 23 and 24 issues 
of the Lodi News Sentinel. I felt the committee did an excellent job blending restrictions and 
education with the rights of the various groups concerned. For me, the disappointing 
recommendation was, as you might guess, the elimination of waterskiing. 
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The committee should work to modify and restrict waterskiing just a s  it has river usage. To 
this end, I have the following suggestions: 

1. Restrict any towing activity to under 20 miles per hour. This only permits the 
slowest types of skiing; trick skiing, kneeboarding and wakeboarding. With these activities, 
the boat travels anywhere from 13-19 miles per hour. In addition, the rope is very short and 
the skier rarely gets too far from the boat. 

2. Restrict towing activities to weekdays-only. Even prior to the accident (likely 
negligence) which brought all this discussion about, weekday usage was minimal. Recently, 
with the sheriffs presence, weekday weekend usage is almost nonexistent, Nevertheless, 
in consideration of varied interests and safety, skiing could be eliminated on weekends and 
holidays. 

3. Restrict weekday towing activities to two potential areas; the straight section of 
river from Woodbridge Dam to Lodi Lake Trailer Park and Lodi Lake. 

4. To further insure safety in the case of two or more ski boats, a condition of the 
testing and certification proposed by the committee should include an agreement by licensees to 
a system of "boat rotation". With this system, boaters will agree to take turns in the 
designated areas so that only one vessel would be actively towing a skier at any one time. If 
both the Lodi Lake and Woodbridge areas were open to usage, the combined spaces afford a 
far greater usage area than usual weekday use requires. Boat rotation is a common practice in 
competition ski areas which are smaller than either of these proposed stretches of water. 

Once again, with the exception of education and certification, I'm not absolutely certain that we 
need additional restrictions. To my knowledge, there have been just two fatalities in this area 
in over fourty years. This is a rather remarkable record of safety in light of the historical 
lack of education and sheriff department supervision. If restrictions are deemed unavoidable, I 
believe the restrictions I propose will provide the measures of safety necessary to avoid the 
elimination of waterskiing on the Mokelumne River. 

I appeal to the River Task Force, City Council and San Joaquin County Board of Supervisors 
to consider these perspectives. Our river offers a wealth of enjoyment €or all types of 
recreation and should remain accessible to the broadest cross-section of our population. Please 
do not take these limited skiing activities away. Compromise, along with education, make 
the river safe for &I of us. 

Sincerely, 

.\ Sean M. Colli)ls, D.D.S., M.S.D. 



o r t h o d o  II t i c s  
March 26, 2001 

Lodi City Council Members 

Dear City Council Members, 

I heard that a petition to restrict the Mokelumne River to 5 miles per hour was to be presented 
this evening. Evidently this petition includes 700 signatures and was authored by Tommy 
Farnsworth’s mother. Obviously this is an issue which involves a great deal of emotion, but 
please don’t be convinced that those wishing to close the Mokelumne represent the majority. 

Today, during the regular course of my  day, I asked patients and parents their opinions 
regarding the river issue. As a matter of investigation, I asked those who cared to share their 
views to sign a petition which reads as follows: 

“This is to hereby certify that I am opposed to closure of the Mokelumne River 
waterway and to restricting waterway usage to 5 miles per hour. Further, I support limited 
speed water skiing activities (kneeboarding, trick skiing, wakeboarding). ” 

Over a few hours in my office, I obtained 32 signatures in favor of this petition. A few 
individuals had no opinion regarding activity on the river and did not wish to sign. Of all 
those invited to participate in this survey, only two individuals were in support of the 5 mile 
per hour restriction. 

I have submitted additional correspondences outlining my position and suggestions pertaining 
to river closure and I don’t believe that all needs repeating here. I only hope to shed some 
doubt as to whether those seeking restrictions actually speak for any legitimate majority. They 
certainly did not represent any majority of those I questioned. 

Sincerely , 

Sean M. Coll‘ ’ s, D.D.S., M.S.D. \> 
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CITY COUNCIL 

ALAN S. NAKANISHI, Mayor 
PHILLIP A. PENNINO 

SUSAN HITCHCOCK 
EMILY HOWARD 
KEtTH LAND 

Mayor Pro Tempore 
CITY O F  L O D I  

CITY HALL, 221 WEST PINE STREET 
P.O. BOX 3006 

LODI, CALIFORNIA 95241-1 910 
(209) 333-6702 

FAX (209) 333-6807 

H. DIXON FLYNN 
City Manager 

City Clerk 

City Attorney 

SUSAN J .  BLACKSTON 

RANDALL A. HAYS 

April 4, 2001 

San Joaquin County Board of Supervisors 
222 E. Weber Avenue, Room 701 
Stockton, CA 95202 

Jack A Sieglock, Supervisor, District Four: 

The Lodi City Council conducted a Special City Council meeting on Monday, 
March 26, 2001 for the purpose of considering Mokelumne River safety issues. 
At this meeting Lodi citizens overwhelmingly expressed support for a 5-mph 
speed limit on the Mokelumne River. 

Enclosed please find a certified copy of Resolution 2001-74 adopted by the Lodi 
City Council on March 26, 2001 : 

Resolution No. 2001-74 entitled, “A Resolution of the Lodi City Council 
Recommending that the San Joaquin County Board of Supervisors establish a 
5-mph Speed Limit on the Mokelumne River from the Woodbridge Irrigation 
District Dam to Guild Avenue 

Please do not hesitate to contact me at 333-6702 if you have any questions. 

Sincerely, 

Alan S. Nakanishi 
Mayor 

cc: City Council 
City Manager 
City Attorney 



RESOLUTION NO. 2001 -74 

A RESOLUTION OF THE LODl CITY COUNCIL 
RECOMMENDING THAT THE SAN JOAQUIN COUNTY BOARD 

THE MOKELUMNE RIVER FROM THE WOODBRIDGE 
IRRIGATION DISTRICT DAM TO GUILD AVENUE 

OF SUPERVISORS ESTABLISH A 5-MPH SPEED LIMIT ON 

WHEREAS, the Mokelumne River runs adjacent to the City of Lodi and Lodi Lake 
from the Woodbridge Irrigation District Dam to Guild Avenue; and 

WHEREAS, the City of Lodi has an interest in protecting the health, safety, and 
recreational enjoyment of its citizens who use the river a n d  Lodi Lake for recreational 
purposes; and 

WHEREAS, the Mokelumne River has numerous blind corners, snags, and 
narrow channels that make high-speed water travel dangerous; and 

WHEREAS, high speed watercraft create wakes that damage banks and levee 
improvements; and 

WHEREAS, the citizens of Lodi have overwhelmingly vocalized support for a 5mph  
speed limit on the Mokelumne River. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the City Council of the City of Lodi 
does hereby recommend to the San Joaquin County Board of Supervisors that it 
establish a 5-mph speed limit on the Mokelumne River from the Woodbridge Irrigation 
District Dam to Guild Avenue. 

Dated: March 26. 2001 

I hereby certify that the foregoing is a true and correct copy of Resolution No. 
2001-74, which was duly and regularly passed and adopted by the City Council of the 
City of Lodi in a special meeting held March 26, 2001 by the  following vote: 

AYES: COUNCIL MEMBERS - Hitchcock, Howard, Land, Pennino and 
Mayor Nakanis h i 

NOES: COUNCIL MEMBERS - None 

ABSENT: COUNCIL MEMBERS - None 

ABSTAIN: COUNCIL MEMBERS - None 

The foregoing document is cs-nilizd to be il comct 
copy of tlie original on file in the City Clerk’s Office. 

2001 -74 



CITY COUNCl L 

ALAN S. NAKANISHI, Mayor 
PHILLIP A. PENNINO CITY OF LODI 

Mayor Pro Tempore 
SUSAN HITCHCOCK 
EMILY HOWARD 

-KEITH LAND 

CITY HALL, 221 WEST PINE STREET 
P.O. BOX 3006 

LODI, CALIFORNIA 95241-1910 
(209) 333-6702 

FAX (209) 333-6807 

H. DIXON FLYNN 
City Manager 

City Clerk 

City Attorney 

S U S A N  J. BLACKSTON 

RANDALL  A. HAYS 

c 
April 10, 2001 

San Joaquin County Board of Supervisors 
222 E. Weber Avenue, Room 701 
Stockton, CA 95202 

SUBJECT: Public Hearing -- Mokelumne River Safety Recommendations 

It has been suggested that the public hearing scheduled to consider t h e  above 
subject for April 17, 2001 at 9:OO a.m. before the Board of Supervisors be 
rescheduled to a time and place that would more conveniently allow for public 
comment from the citizens of Lodi. 

Should you wish to consider a location in Lodi for the public hearing, preferably 
after 500  p.m. for the benefit of our working residents, please contact t h e  Lodi 
City Clerk at 333-6702 to assist you with arrangements. 

Thank you for your consideration of this matter. 

Sincerely , 

Alan S. Nakanishi 
Mayor 

cc: City Council 
City Manager 
City Attorney 



Office of the 
County Administrator 

CO JTY OF SAN JOAQUIh 
Courthouse, Room 707 
222 East Weber Avenue 

Stockton, California 95202-2778 
(209) 468-321 1 

Fax (209) 468-2875 

April 4,2001 
Board of Supervisors 
Courthouse 
Stockton, CA 

Dear Board Members: 

Adoption of Policies Regarding Public Safety Along the Mokelumne River 

Recommendation 

Supervisor Sieglock recommends that the Board of Supervisors give consideration to adopting 
the recommendations of the Mokelumne River Task Force, which relate to the section of the 
Mokelumne River fiom Woodbridge Dam to the northeast boundary of the City of Lodi: 

1. Set a 5mph speed zone fiom 7:OO pm each evening until noon the next day. 

2. Prohibit pull-behind recreation on the river at all times of the day. 

3. Request the Sheriff’s Department to patrol the river as often as time and resources allow. 

4. Authorize the Sheriff to post boating & information safety signs at appropriate locations 
along the Mokelumne River which are within the unincorporated area of the County. 

5. Adopt a resolution which urges state legislators to implement a Safe Boater Licensing 
program to enhance public safety on California’s waterways. 

6. Authorize the Sheriff to work with County Counsel to write the appropriate implementing 
ordinances. 

Reason for Recommendation 

In June 2000, 1 l-year-old Tommy Famsworth fiom Manteca was killed and his father Thomas 
Farnsworth was critically injured when the canoe they were in was hit near Lodi Lake by a boat 
driven by an 18-year-old Woodbridge man. This accident sparked concerns regarding the safety 
of boating along this section of the Mokelumne River. Following the June incident, the Sheriff‘s 
Office stepped up boat patrol of the area. In addition, Supervisor Jack Sieglock and former Lodi 
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Mayor Steve Mann appointed a seven-member task force. County Planning Commissioner Pat 
Stockar chaired the Mokelumne River Task Force. The other members were Dr. Eric Albert, 
Tony Alegre, Jay Bell, Robin Sanborn, Dave Vaccarezza, and Don Walters. Four of the 
members own property adjacent to the river, and all the members have spent a great deal of time 
on the river. 

The Task Force held three public hearings, had a meeting with the East Bay Municipal Utility 
District, and toured the river system with the Sheriffs Department. Additional meetings were 
held to consider the various alternatives regarding possible safety measures. An initial draft of 
recommendations was made public in October 2000. Based upon public input, the 
recommendaiions were revised. On November 8,2003, the Task Force adopted five 
recommendations regarding public safety, which were intended to be applied to the section of the 
Mokelumne River iiom Woodbridge Dam to the northeast boundary of the City of Lodi. These 
recommendations were subsequently forwarded to County Supervisors and Lodi City Council. 

The Task Force’s recornmendations (Attachment 1)  were: 
1. Set a Smph speed zone from 7:OOpm each evening until noon the next day. 
2. Prohibit pull-behind recreation, such as water-skiing and wakeboarding, on the river. 
3. Create an annual maintenance program for removal of  obstacles, where permitted. 
4. Stated that it is essential that the Mokelumne River should be patrolled by  law 

enforcement agencies. 
5. To post boat safety information and maps of the river at  boat ramps and at the entrance to 

Lodi Lake. Post information safety signs at appropriate locations on the river. 

On November 14,2000, Supervisor Jack Sieglock distributed the Task Force’s recommendations 
to the Board. An accompanying cover letter (Attachment 2) from Task Force Chairman Pat 
Stockar urged the Board of Supervisors to contact state legislators to implement Safe Boater 
Licensing to enhance public safety on all California waterways. In January 2001, Supervisor 
Sieglock requested assistance fiom the County Administrator to  bring the Task Force’s 
recommendations before the Board for consideration of their implementation. 

The County Administrator requested the Sheriff to review the Task Force recommendations. 
The Sheriffs response is attached as Attachment 3. The Sheriff essentially concurred with the 
Task Force recommendations regarding speed limits, prohibiting pull-behind recreation, and 
maintaining a law enforcement presence on the river. On March 26,2001, the Lodi City Council 
endorsed a Smph speed limit at all times of the day on the Mokelumne River between the 
Woodbridge Dam and Guild Avenue just east of Highway 99. The Sheriffs Department also 
prefers this alternative over imposing a Smph speed limit for only certain hours of the day. 
Imposing a Smph speed limit would necessarily prevent pul1-behind recreation because greater 
speeds are required for these types of sports. 

The Sheriff also agreedin concept with the recommendation to install boating and information 
safety signs, but recommended that this should be the responsibility of the City of Lodi. The 
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Sheriffs Office is currently working with the City of Lodi to negotiate a joint staffing agreement 
for patrol of the Mokelumne R i v e r h d i  Lake area during the high-use season. 

The Sheriff recommended against creating a maintenance program for removal of obstacles 
within the river due to liability reasons. 

Adopting a speed limit along the Mokelumne River and/or prohibiting pull-behind recreation 
will require ordinance changes. The Sheriff will return to your Board with the appropriate 
language for ordinance revisions. 

Fiscal Impact 

The draft agreement between the Sheriffs Office and the City of Lodi for joint patrol of the 
Mokelumne R ive rhd i  Lake area would require the deployment of one Sheriffs Deputy on 
weekends and holidays during the peak boating season fiorn May through October. The Sheriffs 
Office estimates that this would require approximately $13,000 for per diem Deputies to provide 
the requested coverage. 

Action To Be Taken Following Approval 

The Sheriff will work with County Counsel to draw up ordinance changes to implement the 
Board's direction. 

' David L. B&r 
County Administrator 

DLB : S ML 
Attachments 
C: Mokelumne River Task Force Members 

Lodi City Council 
Sheriff 
County Counsel 

Board Clerk for 4/17/0 1 

BL#2001-03-24 



ATTACHMENT 1 

MOKELUMNE RM3R TASK FORCE 
Recommendations 
November 8,2000 

The following recommendations apply to the section of the river form 
Woodbridge Dam to the Northeast boundary of the city of Lo&. 

1. The use of the Mokelumne River is to be shared. From 12:OO noon 
until 7:00p.m., the river may be used for all types of water craft in 
accordance with state and federal safe boating laws. From 7:OO 
p.m. until 12:OO noon a five rn.p.h. speed limit will be in effect. 

Yes- Albert, Alegre, Sanbom, Stockar, Vaccarezza, Walten 
No- Bell 

2. Due to the increased amount of debris, snags, sandbars, fallen 
trees and other obstacles, water-skiing, wakeboarding and other 
types of pull-behind recreation should be prohibited on the river. 

Yes- Bell, Stockar, Walters, Vaccarezza 
No- Albert, Alegre, Sanbom 

3. An annual maintenance program for removal of obstacles where 
permitted, such as those listed above should be implemented. 

Yes- Albert, Alegre, Bell, Sanborn, Stockar, Vaccarezza, Walters 

4. It is essential that the Mokelumne River should be patrolled by 
law enforcement agencies. 

Yes- Albert, Alegre, Bell, Sanborn, Stockar, Vaccarezza, Walters 

5. In order to enhance public awareness and education, boat safety 
. information and maps of the river should be located at boat ramps 

and at the entrance to Lodi Lake. Idormation safety signs should 
be installed at appropriate locations on the river. 

Yes- Albert, Alegre, Bell, Sanborn, Stockar, Vaccarezza, Walters 



ATTACHMENT 2 

Stockar Ranch 
Patrick F. Stockar 
P.O. Box 673, Victor, CA 95253 
Office or Fax (209) 333-7301 Mobile (209) 479-1 053 

Jack Sieglock 
Board of Supervisors 
222 E. Weber Street 
Stockton, CA 95202 

Re: Mokelumne River Task Force Recommendations 

Dear Jack, 

After three public meetings, hours of testimony, discussion with 
affected agencies, a tour of the Mokelumne River by sheriffs deputies 
and carehl deliberation over several months, the Mokelumne River 
Task Force has prepared a list of recommendations. The Task Force 
would like you to be aware o f  how each member voted on every 
recommendation. The results are the majority positions taken by the 
group. 

The Task Force feels that Safe Boater Licensing, one of the original 
draft recommendations should become part of a statewide effort to 
enhance public safety on all California waterways and wouid urge the 
San Joaquin County Board of Supervisors to contact state lawmakers 
OR this issue. 

Thank you for your leadership role in the creation of the M o k e l m e  
River Task Force and in advance for your consideration of OUT 

recommendations. 

Patrick F. Stockar 
Mokelumne River Task Force Chairman 



ATTACHMENT 3 

OFFICE OF 

SHERIFF-CORONER ==== 
COUNTY OF SAN JOAQUIN 

7000 Michael N. Canlis Blvd. 
French Camp, California 95231 -9781 

Baxfer Dunn 
Sheriff -Coroner 

Public Administrator 

March 7,2001 

To: Supervisor Jack Sieglock 

From: Assistant Sheriff Bruce Agnew 

Subject: Mokelumne Task Force Recommendations 

Several months ago, I had an informal conversation with a member of the County 
Administrator’s staff regarding the Mokelumne River Task Force recommendations. I 
have been asked to forward my thoqhts and opinions to you regarding these 
recommendations. 

I’m aware you are working closely with Sheriffs Office Lieutenant Steve Moore on 
the Mokelumne River issues. I spoke with Lt. Moore and as a result formulated some 
of my opinions based on information he has provided. 

Recommendation 1 : 

Allowing all kind of boats - don. and fast - from noon to 7 p.m-, but restricting boat 
speed to 5 mph fi-om 7 p.m. to noon. This would allow the river to be free of fast, 
noisy boats in the morning and just before dusk. 

Response: 

I would not expect major problems with these restrictions. Anytime new Iaws are 
enacted we expect a temporary increase in calls for service. A temporary increase in 
service response follows which may involve schedule adjustments or overtime. Once 
compliance with the new laws occurs, the calls for service (as well as schedules and 
overtime) should return to normal. Long-term operational costs would increase only 
if we were expected to respond to calls 7 days a week, 24 hours a day. 



Reco mmen da t ion 2 : 

Prohibits water skiing, wakeboarding, and any activity that involves a boat pulling a 
person. 

Response: 

As I indicated earlier, new laws may cause an increase our calls for service, at least 
initially. Eventually, we would expect to gain compliance from the public and our 
calls for service would return to normal. If we continued to receive complaints of 
people skiing or towing someone behind their boat, I would expect OUT overtime and 
operational costs to rise. Since skiing and towing people behind a boat inevitably 
result in accidents and injuries, not allowing these activities could reduce emergency 
calls for service. 

Recommendation 3: 

Requires the removal of debris and other obstacles. 

Response: 

I do not recommend the County taking on the responsibility of routinely removing 
debris fiom the Mokelumne Rwer! 

Recommendation 4: 

Require boaters to complete a boating safety course put on by the California 
Department of Boating and Waterways. 

Response: 

Safety courses are a great idea. I’m not sure what is available through the California 
Department of Boating and Waterways (or the U.S. Coast Guard Auxiliary) and if 
they issue a completion certificate. This recommendation would require some 
additional research prior to implementation. 

Recommendation 5: 

This recommendation would call for the Lodi P o k e  Department and the Sheriffs 
Department to patrol the river as often as time and resources allow. 

Response: 

I concur. 



Recommendation 6: 

The last recommendation talks about providing boating safety information and maps 
of the river at boat ramps and the Lodi Lake entrance. The task force also 
recommends informational safety signs at appropriate river locations. 

Response: 

In theory, I agree with this recommendation. I would not  recomend'however, that 
the Sheriff's Department be given the responsibility of maintaining this program. 
Since the entrance to the lake and the main boating ramp is the responsibility of the 
City of Lodi, possibly their security force that patrols Lodi Lake could help in this 
area. 

Conclusion: 

The Sheriffs Office will do everything possible to make the Mokelumne River  area 
near Lodi Lake as safe as possible. We are prepared to  follow the directions of the 
Board of Supervisors and will work diligently with the City of Lodi, its police and 
other involved departments in this endeavor. 



Before the Board of Supervisors 
County of San Joaquin, State of California 

B-01- 

MOTION: 
Adoption of Policies Regarding Public Safety 

Along the Mokelumne River 

This Board of Supervisors does hereby adopt the following recommendations which relate 
to the section of the Mokelumne River fiom Woodbridge Dam to the northeast boundary of the 
City of Lodi: 

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6 .  

Set a 5mph speed zone from 7:OO pm each evening until noon the next day. 

Prohibit pull-behind recreation on the river at all times of the day. 

The Sheriffs Department shall patrol the river as often as time and resources allow. 

Authorize the Sheriff to post boating & information safety signs at appropriate locations 
along the Mokelumne River which are within the unincorporated area of the County. 

Adopt a resolution which urges state legislators to implement a Safe Boater Licensing 
program to enhance public safety on California's waterways. 

Authorize the Sheriff to work with County Counsel to write the appropriate 
implementing ordinances. 

I HEREBY CERTIFY that the above order was passed and adopted on April 17.200 1 by the following 
vote of the Board of Supervisors, to wit: 

AYES: 
NOES: 
ABSENT: 
ABSTAIN: 

C: 
County Administrator . 
County Counsel 
Sheriff 
Lodi City Council 
Mokelumne River Task Force Members 
Board Clerk 

LOIS M. SAHYOUN 
Clerk of the Board of Supervisors 

County of San Joaquin 
State of California 
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550 B-01- 

MOTION: S I E G LoC KIM Ow 

- 1  
Adoption of Policies Regarding Public Safety 

Along the Mokelumne River 

This Board of Supervisors does hereby adopt the following recommendations which relate 
to the section of the Mokelumne River from Woodbridge Dam to the northeast boundary of  the 
City of b d i :  

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5.  

6.  

7. 

Set a Smph speed zone from 7:OO pm each evening until noon the next day. 

Prohibit pull-behind recreation on the river at all times of the day. 

The Sheriffs Department shall patrol the river as often as time and resources allow. 

Authorize the Sheriff to post boating & information safety signs at appropriate locations 
along the Mokelumne River which are within the unincorporated area of the County. 

Adopt a resolution which urges state legislators to implement a Safe Boater Licensing 
program to enhance public safety on California's waterways- 

Authorize the Sheriff to work with County Counsel to write the appropriate 
implementing ordinances. 

Request the Sheriff to return after six months and after twelve months to provide a 
report regarding the status of law enforcement and boating safety along this section of 
the Mokelumne River. 

I HEREBY CERTiFY that the above order was passed and adopted on April 24.2001 by the following 
vote of the Board of Supervisors, to wit: 

AYES: BEDFORD, MOW, GUTIERREZ, SIEGLOCK, MARENCO 
NONE 

NOES: NONE 
ABSENTNONE 
ABSTAIN: 

C: 
County Administrator 
County Counsel 
Sheriff 
Lodi City Councit 
Mokelumne River Task Force Members 
Board Clerk 

HR 

LOIS M. SAHYOUS ~ 

Clerk of the Board of Supcrvi 
County of San Joaquin 

for Stare of California 

AIDA PIZANO 


