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AGENDA TITLE: Purchase of Disk Operating Subsystem 

MEETING DATE: June 2 1, 1995 

PREPARED BY: ’ Finance Director 

RECOMMENDATION: My motion, authorizc the purchase of a 9337 disk subsystem for the City’s AS 400 
computer system. 

BACKGROUND: The AS 400 computer located i n  the Finance Dcpartmcnt is the central computer system used 
to process critical Police, Fire and Finance Dcpartnicnt applicarions i n  support csscntial and high priority services in the 
Police, Fire and Finance Departments. i.e. Policc/Firc Dispatch. Police Invcsrigations. and Utility Billing. In addition, 
this system provides the data base and data proccssing rcsoiirces for cssciitial and thc on-going scrvices in  Police, Fire, 
Finance and Community Developmcnt. This includes. accounti~ig, budgcting and payroll processing in the Finance 
Department; word processing, reporting and crinic analysis in.  rhc Policc.Dcpirtnicnt: tracking and reporting on bidding 
permits in Conimunity Devclopnrent; and, word proccss and reporting i n  the Fire Dcpartmcnt. 

Disk Operating Subsystem 
For the AS 400 to operate a t  peak efficicnq, the disk operating systcm should not csceed 70% of capacity. As file storage 
exceeds this limit, the probability of a systetn failure increases and could have an adverse impact critical operations in 
Police, Fire and Finance . The ciirrent disk operating system is operating bctwccn 75% and 80% capacity. Data 
Processing could store excess files on tape and reload this data on request. However, most of the inforniatiori on the 
system is required to be used on a real timc basis. I n  addition. tlie additional disk space will be needed to update 
application software in the nest two years. 

The Finance Department is recommending that the City purcliase a 9337 disk to iiicrease disk storage from 4.8 GB to 8.8 
GB. 

Management Information Systems Comniittce 
This request has tlie endorsement of the City’s MIS Coniniittce. The Committee is currently studying the City’s 
information and computer systems to determine the bcst strategy to improve information services. The Committee is 
looking at a City wide brrlletin board. information sharing. E-mi l .  software standardization and software upgradcs. Final 
recommendations will be made to the City Council in  fiscal scar 1995-96 on completion of the study. 

Purchasing 
The City standardized on IBM equipment i n  the 1980’s for the City’s mniu computer platform due to the reliability of the 
equipment and the support seniccs provided by IBM. Equipment reliability and system support is a necessary standard 
for this equipment considering that public safety arid finance operations are dependcnt on this equipment for day-to-day 



operations. As such, staff is recommending that the disk operating sj'stcm bc piircliased from IBM. The difference in cost 
is $84 from a competitive vcndor. 

Disk Subsystem 
Disk Storage Upgrade 
Disk Controller 
Tax 

Total 

ISM EMC Direct 
$18.032 $18,200 

2,000 1,750 
3.360 3.360 
1.812 1.810 

$ 2  5,2 0 4 $25.120 

Fund in g 
1994-95 Capital Budget $19,670 
Contingency Fund $5,580 

/' Dison Flymi / 
Finance Director 


