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Attached please find report by Virginia Snyder, Lodi East 
Side Improvement Committee. Mrs. Snyder will be present 
at the July 7, 1993 City Council meeting to present this 
report - 
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FROM: ' J i r g i n i a  S n y d e r ,  Esstiidr Impr j>vewen t  Cornmi ttee 

RE: Hayor p e n n i n o ' s  request f o r  u p d a t e  v n  Code Enforcen:znt  

A t  t h e  r e q u e s t  of Mayor P e n n i n o ,  this r e p o r t  d e a l s  w i t h  c o d e  
e n f o r c e m e n t  i n  Lodi .  

Gent lemen,  I would l i k e  to be d b l e  to  t e l l  you t h a t  .code 
enEorcemen t  i n  L o d i  i s  work ing ,  and t h a t  c i t i z e n  c o m p l a i n t s  
are  b e i n g  h a n d l e d  i n  a t i m e l y  manner.  U n f o r t u n a t e l y ,  I ' m  n o t  
a b l e  t o  drr t h a t .  For th? most p a r t ,  code enf r J r cemen t ,  
e s p e c i a l l y  of t h e  "ug l \ '  r J rd inance"  i s  a dismal f a i l u r e .  

We've t a l k e d  w i t h  M r .  S c h r o e d e r  and o t h e r  c i t y  o f f i c i a l s ,  and 
are  t o l d  t h a t  top p r i o r i t y  is g ' v e n  to c o m p l a i n t s  r e g a r d i n g  
c o n d i t i o n s  t h a t  t h r e a t e n  L i f e  and s a f e t y .  T h i s  i s  most 
c e r t a i n l y  a p p r o t i a t e ,  and  w e ' r e  i n  f u l l  a g r e e m e n t  w i t h  t h a t  
p o l i c y .  

B u i l d i n g  i n s p e c t i o n s  a r e  g i v e n  second  h i g h e s t  p r i o r i t y .  
B u i l d e r s  are p a y i n g  h i g h e r  fees now, and  t h e  c i t y  h a s  agreed 
t o  provide prompt a t t e n t i o n  t o  t h e i r  n e e d s  i n  e x c h a n g e  for 
t h e  h i g h e r  f e e s .  We c a n  u n d e r s t a n d  t h e  u r g e n c y  a n y  
c o n t r a c t o r  would a t t a c h  to  h i s  or h e r  p a r t i c u l a r  p r o j e c t  
n e e d s .  

A t  t h e  bottom of t h e  p r i o r i t y  l i s t  comes c i t i z e n  c o m p l a i n t s .  
A t  p r e s e n t ,  v e r y  l i t t l e ,  i f  a n y t h i n g ,  is being done  t o  
a d d r e s s  t h o s e  v e r y  real c o n c e r n s .  W e  get  d i f E e r e n t  f i g u r e s ,  
b u t  it seems t h a t  anywhere from f i v e  p e r c e n t  to t w e n t y - f i v e  
p e r c e n t  oE t h e  c o d e  e n f o r c e m e n t  o f f i c e r ' s  time is a c t u a l l y  
b e i n g  s p e n t  o n  c i t i z e n  c o m p l a i n t s ,  and t h a t  t i m e  is allocated 
t o  t h e  s i t u a t i o n s  t h a t  are  d a n g e r o u s  h e a l t h  and safety 
v i o l a t i o n s .  T h i s  means t h a t  i f  a c i t i z e n  ca l l s  to c o m p l a i n  
about piles of trash and debr i s ,  junked cars ,  or unkempt 
y a r d s ,  n o t h i n g  w i l l  be done .  

The c i t y  employs  f o u r  b u i l d i n g  i n s p e c t o r s  and one code 
e n f o r c e m e n t  officer. Unless we are  building contractors, w e  
a re  p a y i n g  handsome salaries for s e r v i c e s  that are n o t  
a v a i l a b l e  t o  t h e  a v e r a g e  t a x p a y e r .  

Over  t w o  months a g o ,  t h e  E n s t s i d o  Improvement  C o m m i t t e e  f i l e d  
a s t a c k  o f  c o m p l a i n t s  w i t h  Wr. S c h r o e d e r .  Raena W r i g h t  a n d  I: 
m e t  w i t h  M r .  S c h r o e d e r  on  J u n e  2 3  t o  a s k  for a follow-up on 
those c o m p l a i n t s .  W e  wanted  t o  know which o n e s  have  been  
resolved,  and  w h i c h  m c s  a r e  s t i l l  p e n d i n g .  Mr. S c h r o e d e r  
could  n o t  g i v e  u s  that i n f o r m a t i o n ,  which i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  
a c c u r a t e  r e c o r d s  a r e  n o t  b e i n g  k e p t ,  n o r  arc O U K  c o m p l a i n t s  
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O u r  community is p o i s e d  to encourage  new b u s i n e s s  t o  locate 
i n  Lodi .  We need  t h o s e  jobs.  We also need t o  be a b l e  t o  
show a n y  p r o s p e c t i v e  emplo)?er t h a t  o u r  c i t y  is a c l e a n ,  
a t t r a c t i v e  place to live and  to  do b u s i n e s s .  When t h e  recent 
v i s i t o r s  from our sis ter  city i n  J a p a n  v i s i t e d  Lodi, I 
wondered w h e t h e r  t h e y  would get t o  C a r n e g i e  Forum by C h e r o k e e  
Lane,  and  down e i t h e r  East P i n e  Street  or East Lodi  Avenue, 
pas t  t h e  b u i l d i n g s  w i t h  s h e e t s  and  r a g s  f l o p p i n g  o u t  open 
windows, u sed  t i r e s  d i s c a r d e d  among t h e  weeds i n  f r o n t  yards, 
and  g a r b a g e  s p i l l i n g  o u t  of t r a s h  c a n s  t h a t  s t a y  p e r m a n e n t l y  
a t  c u r b s i d e ,  I d o n ' t  know which r o u t e  t h e  J a p a n e s e  v i s i t o r s  
t o o k ,  b u t  my g u e s s  would be t h e y  came i n t o  town from 1-5 or 
W e s t l a n e .  

I n  c o o p e r a t i o n  w i t h  Mr. Szhrcm.l?r and h i s  s t a f f ,  b e g i n n i n g  
t h i s  inonth,  Rapna W r i g h t ,  c h a i r w m a n  of our "Ugly  Ord inance"  
team, w i l l  b e g i n  m a i l i n g  o u t  c o m p l a i n t  Letters t o  p r o p e r t y  
3 w n e r s  to  t r y  t o  e n l i s t  a v q l u n t a r y  c l e a n u p  of code  
v i o l a t i o n s .  I f  t h e r e  is no r e s p o n s e  t o  a p o l i t e  r e q u e s t ,  s h e  
and  h e r  team will p e r s o n a l l y  v i s i t  t h e  s i t e  and  n o t e  w h e t h e r  
a n y  c h a n g e s  have  been  made. I f  n o t h i n g  h a s  been  d o n e ,  a 
formal c o m p l a i n t  will be filed w i t h  t h e  c i t y .  T h i s  is w h e r e  
t h e  process breaks down. The c o m p l a i n t s  sit for months a n d  
years a t  c i t y  h a l l ,  and  no a c t i o n  is b e i n g  t a k e n .  When 
o f f e n d e r s  know a law is n o t  b e i n g  e n f o r c e d ,  t h e r e  is no 
i n c e n t i v e  for them t o  comply,  and  t h e  downward spiral t o w a r d  
s l u m s  c o n t i n u e s .  

There are  & a c t i o n s  The Easts ide Improvement C o m m i t t e e  
does u r g e n t l y  and r e s p e c t f u l l y  r e q u e s t  t h a t  you,  t h e  Lodi 
C i t y  C o u n c i l  implt?ment:  

1. w z  ask you t o  make a firm commitment t o  ne ighborhood  
o r e s e r v a t i o n  a n d  code  e n f q r c e m e n t  in Lodi ;  

2 .  t h a t  you d i r e c t  the C i t y  Manager t o  do 3 p e r s o n n e l  s t u d y  
w i t h i n  t h i r t y  d a y s  t o  find .71it whl- a l m o s t  n o t h i n g  is b e i n g  
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done in t h e  way of c3,ie - ? ? f  :rci%!~i~~ri~ ; 

3 I d a r i n g  t h e  nexr  c o n ' r -  1 c - t  nc.gr?t ~ n t ~ * i n . ;  J L  t n  C a  I i € v > r n r n  
War,te, we r.?quest t h a t  j J L i  i?!-Ltade I pr*>vi\ioT. f.>r a ye3rIb- 
city-wide c l e i i n s p  wht 'n  c l ~ ~ z e n ~  c'j ) I d  pl=ii:a) d i t i ca rded  
E u r n i t u r e  and  o t h e r  ?ebr  L i ? t  c u r h s i 3 e  f - j r  p i c k u p ;  

4 .  $25,000 i n  b l o c k  g r a n t  m9niecj has been,?sicie  E3r code 
e n f o r c e m e n t .  1 believe t h o s e  f u n d s  becc>me a v a i l a b l e  i n  J u l y .  
Xr. S c h r o e d e r  t o l d  u s  t h i s  was an e f f o r t  t n  sa-Je a job. 
To d a t e ,  w e  have n o  i n f o r n a t i o n  o n  precisely how that money 
i s  t o  be s p e n t .  S i n c e  t h i s  rnnne). is d e s i g n a t e d  f r i r  low and 
m i d d l e  income r e s i d e n t s ,  we would like t o  know exactly how i t  
is t o  be u s e d .  A t  p r e s e n t ,  there is no a d d i t i o n a l .  s t a E E i n g  
in code  e n f o r c e m e n t ,  and o b v i o u s l y ,  t h a t  am*>unt is n o t  3 o i n g  
t o  create a n o t h e r  jcb. If i t ' s  being used  t o  h e l p  pay t h e  
s a l a r y  of someone who 's  a l r e a d y  on t h e  c i t y  payroll, we would 
like t o  know how this wQilld d i r e c t l y  b e n e f i t  low and  m i d d l e -  
income c i t i z e n s .  

Af 

I f  t h i s  r e p o r t  s o u n d s  as i f  we're p i c k i n g  or! M r .  S c h r o e d e r ,  
t h a t  is n o t  the case. !ie has been  v e r y  f o r t h c o m i n g  w i t h  
i n f o r m a t i o n ,  a n d  h a s  made h i m s e l f  available w h e n  w e  wan ted  t o  
meet w i t h  him. 

Throughou t  t h e  c i t y ,  t h e r e  seems t o  be a g e n e r a l  awaken ing  t o  
our problems. Neighborhood Watch g r o u p s  on t h e  eastside are 
b e g i n n i n g  t o  t a k e  back  t h e i r  n e i g h b o r h o o d s ,  a n d  many 
r e s i d e n t s  are u p g r a d i n g  t h e i r  p r o p e r t y .  R e s p o n s i b l e  c i t i z e n s  
are  w i l l i n g  t o  do t h e i r  p a r t ,  b u t  we n e e d  t h e  f u l l  
c o o p e r a t i o n  and  a u t h o r i t y  of c i t y  qovcrnrnent  b e h i n d  o u r  
efforts. P l e a s e  h e l p   is. 
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1 Hunt for deadly rodent begins 
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Mystery illness in 
orCal susnected 
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Mystery illness in 
NorCal suspected 

to the Ikpnrtment brforc the cmm 
in Four Cornrn mndc the newu. 
T Q ~ W  mid. 'A phy3irien mad 
about the diwase in thv prrm and 
rsid he thought m' of his pnlientn 
might haw fit thr pattern." h e  
said. 

The rtste wm awaiting mnfir- 
motion from (he fcdcrxtl Centers for 
Dkare h t rd  m d  ?reovention in 
Atlanta for confirmation tho1 ttw 
CBfiCI were fad the mystery ill- 
nea& Lmis mid 
Tayia raid authorities wcrc 

gatlmhg informstion m the cases 
for the CDC and the investigation 
ir b p l e t e .  tlowver. she said, 
autbaitiar an ntasonably certain 
h a t  two d the victims were not ex- 
pmed in San Fr.mcisco. 

Taylor said the two victims W C ~ P  

yomg, healthy individuals who got 
very sick and died two months ago. 

'H'e wtTe trykg to p:~; lhe 
pic- together when L!e big UP- 
mar occumd n h t  F m r  Curnrrs,' 
eheaaid. 

"he CDC wpnrtt*d Tuesdny i t  
wae investigating D 16th dimh pos- 
sibly related to the i1ir.r.w. Tlirre 
have been 30 u m e ~  in toul. 

Inveetigatas believe the flu-like 
.illness, which eppeara to lead to re- 
spiratory faiiure. ma? be caused by 
a virua card by an un.spsified 
d e n t ,  it is bciicvcui to bc trans- 
miUed when people bwathc dust 
carrying remnanta of the infected 
rodents' wine. feces or saliva. the 
CDC has mid. 

SERVICE DEPARTMENT 

S#URDAY 8 AM- MOON 


