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July 7, 1993
TO: City Council, Jim Schroeder, Tom Peterson, Bob McNatt
FROM: Virginia Snyder, Eastsid:z Improvewant Committee
RE: Mayor Pennino'’s raeguest for update on Code Enforcemant

At the reaquest of Mayor Pennino, this report deals with code
enforcement in Lodi.

Gentlemen, I would like to be able to tell you that code
enforcement in Lodi is working, and that citizen complaints
are being handled in a timely manner. Unfortunately, I'm not
able to do that. For the most part, code enforcement,
especially of the "ugly ordinance” is a dismal failure.

We've talked with Mr. Schroedar and other city cfficials, and
ar= told that top priority is g’ven to complaints regarding
conditions that threaten life and safety. This is most
certainly approriate, and we're in full agreement with that
policy.

Building inspections are given second highest priority.
Builders are paying higher fees now, and the city has agreed
to provide prompt attention to their needs in exchange for
the higher fees. We can understand the urgency any
contractor would aktach to his or her particular project
needs.

At the bottom of the priority list comes citizen complaints.
At present, very little, if anything, is being done to
address those very real concerns. We get different figures,
but it seems that anywhere from five percent to twenty-five
percent of the code enforcement officer's time is actually
being spent on citizen complaints, and that time is allocated
to the situations that are dangerous health and safety
violations. This means that if a citizen calls to complain
about piles of trash and debris, junked cars, or unkempt
yards, nothing will be done.

The city employs four building inspectors and one code
enforcement officer. Unless we are building contractors, we
are paying handsome salaries for services that are not
available to the average taxpayer.

Over two months ago, the Eastside Improvement Committee filed
a stack of complaints with Mr. Schroeder. Raena Wright and I
met with Mr. Schroeder on June 23 to ask for a follow-up on
those complaints. We wanted to know which ones have been
resolved, and which ones are still pending. Mr. Schroeder
could not give us that information, which indicates that
accurate records are not being kept, nor are our complaints
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Mr. Schroeder did teli us »! increasing rat probleas in Lodi.
After reading about the sixteaen leaths in the Southwast that
have been linked to a virus carried by rodents, 1 read in the
Wews-S5entinal on Juna 16 that thera arz unconfirmed reports
nf illnasses in Northern California that se2m to be related
to dust carrying remnants of infected rudents' urine, €eces,
or saliva. 1'd like to stress that these are unconfirmed
reports, but with an incr2asing rat population in Lodi, this
is something that needs to be closely followed.

Thera are so many breading grounds for rats and other vermin
in Lodi, particularly on th~ eastsida. With vigorous code
enforcement, these piles of trash, overflowing garbage bins,
and other hazards could be eliminated.

Our community is poised to encourage new business to locate
in Lodi. We need those jobs. We also need to be able to
show any prospective employer that our city is a clean,
attractive place to live and to do business. When the recent
visitors from our sister city in Japan visited Lodi, 1
wondered whether they would get to Carnegie Forum by Charokee
tane, and down either East Pine Street or East Lodi Avenue,
past the buildings with sheets and rags flopping out open
windows, used tires discarded among the weeds in front yards,
and garbage spilling out of trash cans that stay permanently
at curbside. 1 don't know which route the Japanese visitors
took, but my guess would be they came into town from I-5 or
Westlane,

In cooperation with Mr. Schroedar and his staff, beginning
this month, Raena Wright, chairwoman of our "Ugly Ordinance”
team, will begin mailing ocut complaint letters to property
owners to try to enlist a voluntary cleanup of code
violations. If there is no response to a polite reguest, she
and her team will personally visit the site and note whether
any changes have been made. If nothing has been done, a
formal complaint will be filed with the city. This is where
the process breaks down. The complaints sit for months and
years at city hall, and no action is being taken. When

of fenders know a law is not being enforced, there is no
incentive for them to comply, and the downward spiral toward
slums continues.

There are ehzée actions The Eastside Improvement Committee
does urgently and respectfully request that you, the Lodi .
City Council implement:

1. wa ask you to make a firm commitment to neighborhood
preservation and code enforcement in Lodi;

2. that you direct the City Manager to do a personnel study
within thirty days to find 2ut why almost nothing is being
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done in the way of cod=2 enisrcemant;

3. duaring the next c¢ontract negntiations witn California
Wast2, we raguest that you include a provisiov for a yearly
city-wide cleanup when citizens coiald place discarded
furniture and other debris at curbsida for pickup;

27
4. 325,000 in block grant monies has been,aside for code
enforcement. 1 believe those funds become available in July.
Mr. Schroeder told us this was an effort to save a job.
To date, we have no information on precisely how that money
is to be spent. Since this money is designated for low and
middle income residents, we would like to know exactly how it
is to be used. At present, there is no additional staffing
in code enforcement, and obviously, that amasunt i3 not gJoing
to create another jcb. 1If it's being used to help pay the
salary of someone who's already on the city payroll, we would
like to know how this would directly benefit low and middle-

income citizens.

I1f this report sounds as if we're picking on Mr. Schroeder,
that is not the case. He has been very forthcoming with
information, and has made himself available when we wanted to

meet with him.

Throughout the city, there seems to be a general awakening to
our problems. Neighborhood Watch groups on the eastside are
beginning to take back their neighborhoods, and many
residents are upgrading their property. Responsible citizens
are willing to do their part, but we need the full
cooperation and authority of city government behind our
efforts. Please help us.



The Associated Press
- ATLANTA — Federal health
investigators have found new evie
dence that a deadly mystery ilincss

in the Southwest 15 @ new type of
rodent virus, and they have bcgun*
Jab tests 10 track down its sonrce, .t the Southwest. mostly Navajos

=, The Centers for Disease Cop
,;,}mla : '3
Ll L H qpm t (s}
“vhe's pged'\‘(ms Causes the all
ment and to determine which ro-
dent camnes i, :
The agency also opened a na-
uonal hot tine Thursday with in-
formation about the discase.
“We are very concerned about
the possible ongoing transmis-

Hunt for deadTy rodent begins

A new hot line offers information on mysterious virus

sion.” said Dr. James Hughes, di-
rector of the agency's Center for
lafectious Discases. “None of us
ever said the ovibreak was over.”
The discase surfaced this spring
among young, iealthy peopic n

. Some died within hours. Not 3l

., Navajo Reservation, which covers
"~ parts of Arizona, New Mexico and
Utah.
The CDC had counted 25 cases
by Thursday afternoon — 17
New Mexico. five in Arizona, two
in Colorado and onc in Lah. I
was investigating 13 deaths sus-
pected of being caused by the ili-

dwPreventign | ‘_n%:.lbc cases have been on or ncar the

IR

ness —— cight in New Mexico, four
in Anzona and onc 1 Colorado.

Officials in New Mexico repont-
vd onc additional case Thursday,
and Ltah has reported ope death.
CDC spokesman Bob Howard sud
late Thursday the agency had
adéed one case and 3 degth to its
b, o W 0 e
_Jhelaresy death tearativel
mhg o tﬁ%&bﬁ&k whs that of
a 22-ycar-old Indian woman in
New Mexico who dicd Wedads-
day. Morc tests were needed to
confirm the infection, state offi-
cials said.

The CDC's natiopal hot hine is
1-800-532-9929,

’
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Mystery iliness strikes again

!ggﬁssochtod Press .
SANTA FE, NM. — After a

nearly two-weck reprieve in new
cases of a mystery illness that has
claimed 11 lives, health officials cn
Wednesday reported three new sus-
pected cases.

Rescarchers also said they had
found more evidence that the {lu-
like illness might be caused by a vi-
rus found in rodent droppings. Six
of nine people tested have had anti-
bodies to the Hantavirus virus, said
Dr. Norton Kalishman, chief medi-
cal officer for the New Mexico
t{ealth Department.

Of 18 confirmed cases of the ill-

ness since early March, seven in
New Mezico and four in Arizonn
have been fatal. Most victims have
been young, healthy Navajos.

Wednesday's cases, if confirmed,
would be the first since May 28,
when a 13-year-old girl collapsed
near Gallup and died the following
day.

}"‘[t is not abating,” Kalishman
gaid of the disease.

Some strains of Hantuvirus
have up to 8 42-day incubation pe-
riod, meaning it can take that long
for a person to develop symptoms of
the discase afier they are exposed.

At least two of the new sus-
pected cases will be treated with

the experimental drug ribavirin,
which has been effective in treating
the strains of Hantavirus found in
Chira, Kalishman said. He did net
know how the third would be treat-

‘od

Kaiishman said he did not know
the conditivn of the patients. He
said it would take weeks to deter-
mine if they are suffering from the
mystery iliness.

“There's nothing we can do other
than to send the blood out for
testa,” he said. .

One case reported Wednesday
involved a 20-year old woman from
narthwestern New Mexico.
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Mystery illness in
WorCal suspected

The Associated Press

SAN . RANCISCO — Health of
ficials say there may be up W five
unconfirmed Northerm California
vicums of the so-called mystery ill-
ness that has caused up to 16
deaths in the Four Comers region
of the Southwest.

The state Department of Health
reported that two of the possible
victims were alive. Of the three vic-
tims reported by the San Francisco
Department of Public Heaslth, two
ha, cied and one was missing.

“There are two possible cases of
the illness but we have no confir-
mation.” said Scott Lewis, a spokes-
man f{or the state heslth depart-
ment.

Lewis could not confirm the ages
or genders of the possibile victims,
nor their location. He did say both
were hoepitalbized in Northern Culi-
fornia and on ventilators

Ur. Frances Taylor, director of
the bureau of epidemiotogy rnd dis-
vase control for the San Francisco
Department of Public Health, said
the two who died in Aprit “possibly
fit the case definition” of the mys-
tery illness. She said the third was
l=ss likely to have had the iliness
because the cpisode occurred last
August. The Department currently
has no contact with that patient.
Taylor did not know the age or gen-
der of the three pa.ients.

Tayler emphasized that there
was no immediate risk of any kind
for residents of the San Francisco
Bay area. "It happencd awhile

ugo.” she said. "It 1= not clear if the
mfection happened in San Fran-
visco. The fact that the patients
~ere treated here doesa’t mean we
nave the doscase here,” she said.

Two of the (ases vere reported

to the Department belore the cases
in Four Comers made the news.
Taylor said. "A physician read
about the discase in the press and
said he thought one of his patients
might have fit the pattern,” she
said.

The state was awaiting confir-
mation from the federa! Centers for
Disease Control and i’revention in
Atlanta for confirmation that the
cascs were in fact the mystery ill-
ness, Lewis said.

Taylor seid authorities were
gathering information on the cases
for the CDC and the investigation
is incomplete. Howrver. she said,
authorities are reasonably certain
that two of the victims were not ex-
posed in San Francisco.

Taylor said the two viclims were
young, healthy individuals who got
very sick and died two months agoe.

“We were trying to put the
pieces together when the big up-
roar occurred about Feur Corners,”
she said.

The CDC reported Tuesday 1t
was investigating a 16th death pos-
sibly related to the iliness. There
have bec 2 30 cases in total.

Investigators believe the flu-like

iliness, which appears to lead to re-

spiratory farlure, may be caused by
a virus carried by an unspecified
rodent. It is believed to be trans-
mitted when people breathe dust
carrying remnants of the infected
rodenta’ urine, feces or salive, the
CDC has said.

SERVICE DEPARTMENT
NOW OPEN
SATURDAY + 8 AM — NOON

MATAGA

YLDSMOBILE BUICK

[
880 S. Beckman Rd. © Lod) » 331-2213
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Mystery illness in
NorCal suspected

The Associated Press

SAN . RANCISCO — Heal'h of-
ficinls sny there may be up to five
unconfirmed Northem  California
victima of the so-called mystery il
ness that has caused up to 16
deaths in the Four Comners region
of the Southwest.

The state Department of Health
reported that two of the possible
victims were alive. Of the three vic-
tims reported by the San Francisco
Department of Public Heealth, two
had died and one was missing.

“There are two possible cases of
the iliness but we have no confir-
mation,” said Scoit Lewis, a spokes-
man [or the state heslth depart-
ment.

Iewis could not confirm the ages
or genders of the possible victims,
nor their location. He did say both
were hospitalized in Northern Cali-
fornia and on ventiletors.

Dr. Frances Taylor, director of
the bureau of emidemivlogy and dis-
ease control for the San Francisco
Department of PPublic Health, said
the two who died in April “possibly
fit the case defimition” of the mys-
tery iliness. She sa:d the third was
less likely to have had the illness
because the episcde occurred last
August. The Department currently
has no contact with that patient.
Taylor did not know the age or gen-
der of the three patients.

Tayler emphesired that there
wag no immediate risk of any kind
for residents o{ the San Francisco
Bay area. "It happencd awhile
ago,” she said. “It is not clear if the
infection happerned in San Fran-
cisco. The fact that the patients
were trea'ed here doesn’t mean we
have the disease here,” she said.

Two of the cares vore reported

to the Department before the cascs
in Four Corners made the news,
Taylor said. “A physiclan read
about the disease in the press and
s3id he thought one of his patients
might have fit the pattern,” she
said.

The state was awaiting confir-
mation from the {ederal Centers for
Disease Contro! and Prevention in
Atlanta for confirmation that the
canes were in fact the mystery il
ness, Lewis said.

Taylor said authorities were
gathering information on the cases
for the CDC and the investigation
is incomplete. Howr ver. she said,
authoritics are reasonably certain
that two of the victims were not ex-
posed in San Francisco.

Taylor said the {wo victims were
yourg, healthy individuals who got
very sick and died two months ago.

"We were tying to put the
pieces together when the big up-
rear occurred about Four Corners,”
she said.

The CDC reported Tuesdmy it
was investigating a 16th death pos-
sibly related to the iliness. There
have been 30 cases in total.

Inveetigators believe the flu-like
iliness, which appears to lead to re-
spiratory fatiure, may be caused by
a virus carried by an unspecified
rodent. it is believed to be trans-
mitted when people breathe dust
carrying remnants of the infected
rodents’ urine, feces or saliva, the
CDC has eaid.

SERVICE DEPARTMENT
- NOW OPEN
SATURDAY * 8 AM — NOON

MATAGA
OLDSMOBILE BUICK
€80 S. Bockman Rd. « Lodi« 333-2233




