
~ e ~ r u a ~  19,2002 

s,  CHIEF OF POLICE 

That the City Coiincii adopt a resolution authorizing the purchase of a surveillance 
receiver/recorder system 

: The Speciai inves[i~ations Unit needs a dependable and up-to-date 
suweillance system in order to conduct safe and successful undercover 
operations 

The Special lnvesti ations Unit conducts undercover operations throughout the year. These operations involve 
~ ~ d e r c o v e r  officers pasi 
 informant^ to purchase 
The system records what transpires. The system also ensures that other officers can monitor the decoy officer or 
inform at^^^ situation and respond immediateiy if they are in danger. 

as p~os~tutes,  massage parlor patrons, and park dwellers. SIU detectives also utilize 
cotics. A surveiiiance system is always in place when any of these operations take place. 

The current surveili nce system was purchased over eleven years ago. The "body wire," a transmitter that is secured 
to the offic~r/inform nt, is in such poor condition that it is heid together by surgical tape. The transmitter is unreliable 
and often has to be adjusted by the @fficer/informant whiie they are awaiting the arrival of the suspect. Since the 
officer/~nformant is not in radio contact with the officers, the officers often have to break cover and risk detection in 
order to communicat~ with the offic~r/informan~. The receiver, the part that records the conversations between the 
o f f ~ c e ~ ~ l ~ f o r m a n ~  and the ~ ~ s p e c t ( s ~ ,  is als@ over ten years old. The receiver's reception is poor. This detracts from the 

of the ~ecordings and poses officer safety concerns. 

The det~r ior~t ing condition of the current surveillance system prevents certain operations due to concerns for officer 
safely. We r e c ~ N i m e ~ d  purchase of The Law Enforcement Associates surveillance receiver and transmitters as they 
are compatible with the rest of the Special Investigations Unit equipment. They are programmable and have high 
power outputs and extended audio ranges. 

5.750 00 (includes 7 75% tax and shipping) from Asset Seizure funds 

.- 

Finance Director 



N 
City Clerk 


