
AGENDA ITEM E- 3 
CITY OF LODI 
COUNCIL COMMUNICATION 

AGENDA TITLE: Approve specifications and authorize advertisement for bids for purchase and 
installation of Fire Department radio base station emergency alerting systems (FD) 

MEETING DATE: May 19,2004 

PREPARED BY: Michael Pretz 

RECOMMENDED ACTION: That the City Council approve the specifications and authorize 
advertisement for bids for the purchase and installation of Fire 
Department radio base station emergency alerting systems. 

BACKGROUND INFORMATION: The existing system through which the emergency dispatch center 
sends alerts to the department's station radios utilizes loud, high- 
pitched tones which may cause occupational hearing loss. 

To help reduce the tone sound levels (and potential for hearing loss) department staff has installed 
volume controls on the alerting speakers in the stations. However, reducing speaker volume also affects 
audible clarity. 

The department's 2003-2004 Financial Plan and Budget includes funding to replace the existing system 

FUNDING: Fire Department 2003-2005 Financial Plan and Budget - estimate $12,000 

, I 

APPROVED: 
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~ews/Features Editors 

- In a ficld where the main goal remains ' ~ ~ u t ~ ~ n g  the wet stuff on thc 
clmology i s  coining to the aid of fire scrvice responders in surprising, new ways. T 
o ~ i i ~ u n i ~ ~  Senices District (CSD) has purchased a iiew Fire Station Alerting systr 

ts fire stations that will help improve the reliability of the alerting system and reduc 
for adjacent iio~neow~ers 

The sysleni at Fire Station 71 on Elk Grove ~ o u l e v ~ d  was installed last A ~ g u s t  mi 
ias a test case for the new system designed and installed by ComTech ~ o m m ~ i e a t i ~  
S~~cr~nlento .  ConiTech ~eveioped the new system after working 011 Elk Grove's old 
listening to the needs expressed by ~ r e ~ ~ h t i n g  personnel. ComTech's creation c o d  
hnctions of two older units into one and adds a d d ~ t i o n ~  enh~ceiiient. features. Bas 
system's tested success in Elk Grove, ComTech hopes to launch their product natior 
coming months. 

"The system has worked extremely we11 for us here," said Elk Grove CS 
Battalion Chief Mike Zeiinder. "It offers better no t~~ea t ion  to the crews 
seconds here and there which i s  good since in our business, every second counts." 

Fire stations across the. ~ o u ~ t ~  are responsible for ~ ~ a ~ i n g  their owm a l ~ ~ i ~ ~  tech 
Aierring techiiolo works in ~ o n j u n ~ ~ i o ~ i  with radio and phone d ~ s p a ~ c l ~ i n ~  transmi 
rriaycd fimi the 9- 1 - 1 ~ ~ ~ ~ e r g e r ~ c y  center. Alerting techiiology cues ~ ~ e ~ g h t e ~ s  of ar 
e i ~ e ~ ~ e n c y  dispatch using special lights and sounds. The new Fire Station Alerting 5 
expaids on these standard features to include ~ c t i v a t i n ~  fire station lighting arid rest 

"The ~ u t o m a ~ i c  shutoff feature has helped us to he a better c o ~ i ~ ~ n i ~  ~ ~ i g h ~ ~ o r ~ ~ '  er 
Zehnder. "With the old system, the exterior fire station radio speakers would blare ti 
someone returned to the station to manually reset t i le system, now it shuts off autoin 
within a few tniiiutes o f  the crew's departure." 

~ d d ~ ~ ~ o ~ a l  upgrade features also enable the system to a u t o i ~ a t ~ c a ~ ~ y  shut down fire 
appliances when ~ ~ e f i g ~ t e r s  are called away during meal times or during peak eneri; 
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periods 

Fire l ~ e ~ ~ ~ m e n ~  plans to retrofit four other fire stations with the Fir 
.Alerting system within the next year. The Fire ~ e p ~ ~ e n ~  will also he   ha^^^^ i ts e: 
with the new Fire ~ ~ a t j o n  Alerting system with other Fire ~ e ~ ~ ~ e n t ' s  across the a 
t ~ ~ r ~ u ~ ~ i  a ~ ~ r e ~ i ~ i ~  media feature on the ComTech web site at ~ ~ . c o ~ t ~ c ~ ~ o n i . ~ ~  

# # #  



Yes, the hlodel 10 can integrate with any combination of 3 audio sources and CAD. 

Yes. Since our e ~ ~ ~ i ~ n ~ e n t  was ~ e ~ ~ g n e d  with i i onpropr i e?~  hardware, it is capable 
into existing liglit, speaker and co~~rnunicati[~n system. in many cases we add 10% 7 

l i ~ h ~ i ~ ~ g  and speakers to enhance an existing system 

Yes. The Model 10 has been designed with an optional touch screen interface whick 
dorm room ~signnients with a touch of  a button. For stations that change room assi 
~ ~ ~ ~ o ~ ~ c a l ~ y ,  the fiont data panel on the Model t0 can program the room ~ ~ s i g n i n e ~ i i  

C ~ ~ ~ ?  

Yes. The system will lrave an a.nnounceme.nt such as, "Station 4, incoming alert" wb 
station personnel to be notified o f  m incoming alert and also wake them in a mmne 
consistent wit.h a "heart smart" system. 

Yes. The basic Model 10 is capable of  whole station alerting. If you wish to have in 
dorm room alerting andi'or apparatus specific light bars, e x ~ ~ ~ s i o i i  modules are avai 
expansion module has 16 inputs and 12 outputs. A fully e n h ~ e e ~  Model 10 i s  capa 
c o n t r o ~ l ~ n ~  over 500 func~io~s  is an a i e ~ i n ~  sequence. Also if you wish to have you: 
system cover more than one b u i l ~ i n ~ ,  this can be aeeomplis~ed by ow Remote Expi 
Module. ~fhe Remote Expansion ~ o d u l e  has the same 16x12 ~ o n ~ ~ u r a t ~ o n  and can 

m the system hub. 

Yes. Many tire stations use low voltage lighsing for dorm room and hallways. This  i 
i n d e ~ e ~ ~ d e n t  of  the existing 1 10 lighting system and i s  used to light ?he way &om thc 
to the ~ ~ p a r a ~ u s  bay. Our Inw voltage lights are red in coior which help retain the ni. 
system persoimel. 
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ding and speaker systems with being a good neighbor 
are in tile house in the evening, we mute the outside sp 

nej~hborhood ~ e ~ a i n s  quiet. The volume of the spea~ers in the house also lowers di 
house itseif being quieter at night. 

ons me becoming c o m i ~ i ~ i ~ t y  safe houses, we have inte~~ated tl 
o f  the station into the speaker system. ~i i i~i iar  to the radio aka, a voice alert will no 
personnel that ~ o ~ ~ i e o n e  is at the door. This noti~cation will go thru the stations' spe 
so station pers~nnel can hear it even ifthey arc in a remote area ofthe §tation. 

that can become quite noisy. In these in s t~ces ,  we 
le, if there is an ei 
n pe~~onnel only 

at a light bar to see if the call is for their p ~ ~ c u ~ ~  ~ o I n p ~ y .  S o ~ e  e ~ ~ ~ p ~ e ~  of  piac 
bars are the a ~ p a r a ~ ~ s  bay. dorm rooms, we~ght rooms, tv rooms and outs~de basket1 

1 i j  s 

'There are a few featurcs ofthe Model 10 that will help to ensure the station will a h  
their alert, lffor any remoil, the main hub should lose pow~r,  an audible alert tone u 

er system to notify station ~ e r s o ~ i e ~  of  the probie~ .  If the main logic cont: 
fail, the a ~ e ~ ~ ~ ~  process will revert to whole station alerting. The system will lose it, 
whistles" but the station will not lose the aleit. 

rri ode1 10 Fire S ~ a t i o ~ ~  A 
System is a stand alone piece o f  eq~ipmeIi~ which does not require any addi~~onai rn 
expenses. 

a one year f~~~~ 
This ~ ~ a ~ t y  i s  u ~ ~ ~ a d e a b ~ e  to 3 years 'and service contracts are also av~i~ahie.  If th 
found to he in ueed o f  service, Corntech wifl ship a r c p ~ a c e s ~ e ~ t  unit to the s 
unit will then be ~ h i p p e ~  back to ~ o ~ t e ~ ~  ~ o ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ c a t i o n ~ .  ~ r e ~ i r n i n ~ ~  trouble shg 
done with the data panel on the h n t  o f  the huh or thru your local service ~ rov~der .  

ti0 e or 

Since the Model I0 ~ntegr~tes into your existing c o ~ ~ u ~ i c ~ t i o n  system it em be pu 
statiori by s ~ a t ~ o n  basis. 

ve re st 
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s? 

Yes. With the use o f  our Remote ~xpansioit ~ o d u l e ?  the Model 10 is capable ofhai 
eess which requires going into ~ u ~ t j ~ ~ e  bu~ld in~s .  

s to ~ Q ~ r  S~~~~ ? The data panel loca 
front of the Ivlodei I the ~ i o d ~ ~ ~ a t i o i i s  that a station will need t 
'These changes include timers for lights and speakers as well as dorm room assigmi 
w-ish to ~ e c ~ ~ ~ ~ g u r ~  your systems' c ~ ~ ~ a b i ~ i ~ i e s ~  it may require a software ~ p ~ r a d e .  if 
case, we will ship a modem and download the changes directly into the system huh. 

I re? 

By not using ~ r o p r ~ e ~ a ~  hardware, we are able to easily ~ n ~ . $ ~ r a t e  into ex is ti it^ syste 
provide the hest products mailable to suit our ~ u s t o m e ~ s '  needs. 

'The Model i 0 Fire ~ t a t i ~ i i  ~ I e ~ i i i g  System was engineered with the most p o p u l ~ ~  fi 
in. ' l k  versatility of design does allow for system c u s ~ o ~ ~ ~ a t ~ o ~ i .  Please contact us : 
know what you have in mind. 

e 

The Model 10 Fire Station Alerting Syst.em i s  capable o ~ b a n d ~ i ~ g  most types o f  rad 
This  allomis a d $ p ~ ~ ~ e ~ ~  the option of utilizing a r e d ~ n d ~ t  s i g n a l ~ ~ i ~  path in cases 
or on site dispatch. With this feature, other d e ~ a ~ m e n t s  in the district can be set up 
dispatch centers. 

Content 0 2004 by 
Resemed. 
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