CITY OF LODI

COUNCIL COMMUNICATIOM

AGENDA TITLE:
MEETNG DATE

PREPARED BY:  City Clerk

Communications (September 12, 1991 through September 25, 1991)
October 2, 1991

RECOMMENDED ACTION:

~ AGENDA ITEM
J-2a

BACKGROUND HFFOR I TION:

RECOMMENDAT ION

As deemed appropriate by the City Council.

The attached communication was received between the dates
of September 12, 1991 and September 25, 1991.

Fom Tamara Bauer, 1029 Yuloni Drive, Lodi. Ms. Bauer's
fetter (see Exhibit A attached) expresses concerns
regarding Turner Road just west of Highway 99 as it
pertains to posted speed, signage, etc.

FUNDING:  None required.
Alice M. Reifche
City Clerk
AMR/ jmp
..
W
APPROVED. 5

THOMAS A. PETERSON
City Manager
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CITY COUNCIL THOMAS A. PETERSON
City Manager

DAVID M. HINCHMAN, Mayor C I T Y O F L O D I
ALICE M. REIMCHE

JAMES W _PINKERTON. fr.

Mayor Pro Tempore City Clerk
PHILLIP A. PENNINO CITY HALL, 221 WEST PINE STREET BOB McNATT
JACK A. SIEGLOCK P.O. BOX 3006 City Attorney
JOHN R. (Randy} SNIDER LODI, CALIFORNIA 95241-1910
(209) 3345634
FAX €209} 333-6795
November 5, 1991 Je ) A
Ms. Tamara Bauer > [ -
1029 Yy on Drive CC- Y (a)
todi, CA 95240 QC U(g (
~U; le)

SUBJECT: Turner Road - Pedestrian and Traffic Safety

Thank you for your interest in safety on Turner_ Road. The_Public Works.
Department has recerved various concerns regarding pedestrian and traffic
safety on Turner Road, particularly at Coioma Street, 8eckman Road and
Camino Real (Casa de Lodi). The fol"iowing responses have been prepared
addressing these concerns.

° Crosswalk Signing

The existing pedestrian crossing s{ﬁns at the crosswalk on Turner Road at
Coloma Street were increased from the standard 30" signs to 36" signs in
July of this year. These are the largest pedestrian crossing signs.
available, School crossm% signs are not appropriate at this location
according to State of California guidelines because it is too far away
fromtthe school site. The existing signing iIs appropriate far this
location.

° Crosswalk Painting

The installation of diagonal lines through crosswalks is designed to
provide added visibility for drivers agBroaching the crossing. However,
due to the height of the driver"s eye above the roadway (approximately
3,5'), the added visibility Egowded by diagonal striping IS minimal.
This type of improvement i's better used with pedestrian warning controls
such as a flashing beacon.

° Traffic Signals

The installation of the future traffic signal on Turner Road at Stockton
Street wi11 be included in the Capital Improvement Program to be
submitted to City Council _for_the coning fiscal year. Due to th hi%*f,
cost ($100,000+) of traffic signal installations, the City msta‘ils out
one annually. As you may be aware, traffic signal iocations on Cherokee
Lane, between todi® Avenue and Xettleman Lane, are currently being
reviened along with other locations ranking high on our signal priority

LTURNER4/TXTW.02M



Ms. Tamara Bauer
November 5, 1991
Page 2

list. A traffic signal proviaes a higher degree of safety fur
pedestrians, however, accidents still occur at signalized locations,
possibly due to the added impression of safety perceived by pedestrians
at these locations.

° Speed Limits

Speed limits in the city of Lodi are set following guidelines outlined by
the State of California, Department of Transportation, and the California
Vehicle Code. Arbitrarily reducing speed limits below these guidetines
would result in a speed limit not enforceable by the use of radar.
Although there is some belief that the 45 mph speed limit is too high, it
is the appropriate speed limit per state guidelines and is radar
enforceable.

To check existing vehicle speeds on Turner Road, an electronic counting
device was placed on each side of Hignway 99. The results are shoan on
the attached table showing the number of vzhicles counted within the
speed range indicated. Per state guidelines, it is not unreasonable for
as may as 15%of drivers to travel at speeds exceeding the posted
speed. The results of the speed survey performed indicate that east of

ighway 99 an average of 5% of the drivers sampled were exceeding the
posted 45 mph speed limit. Nest of Highway 99 an average of 10%were
exceeding the posted speed. Although these percentages are not
unreasonable by state standards, the speed data collected will be sent to
the Police Department for enforcement purposes.

° Multi-Way Stop Signs

State guidelines are also used to determine the need for multi-way stop
controls.  Stop signs are used where right-of-way control is necessary
and are not to be used for speed control. Studies indicate that stop
signs have little or no effect on reducing overall vehicle speeds, except
at the immediate vicinity of the stop sign. In may cases, speeds will
increase on segments adjacent to stop signs as drivers will attempt to
"make up™ travel time after having to stop at an unnecessary stop sign.
In addition to a possible increase in speeds, unneeded stop signs may
increase accidents (particularly rear-end accidents), waste time and
energy, create air and noise pollution, and encourage noncompliance at
needed stop signs. Stop signs can also reduce the number of “gaps™ in
traffic. These “gaps” generally occur in free-flowing traffic and
provide openings for drivers attempting to enter the roadway from side
streets and driveways. With a stop sign, the vehicles leave the
intersection at regular, closely spaced intervals.

° Sight Distance at Carnino Real (Casa de Lodi)

To improve sight distance, the City has installed "no parking™ zones
adjacent to the Casa de Lodi access at Carnino Real. In a more recent
check of the area for sight obstructions, Public Woks staff observed
that bushes and trees east of Camino Real appeared to be creating a sight
obstruction. The City has contacted the manager of Casa de Lodi

L TURNER4/TXTW.02M



Ms, Tamara Bauer
November 5, 1991
Page 3

requesting that these bushes and trees be trimmed to improve sight
distance. Public Works staff has observed some minor bush trimming has
been performed.

Thank you again for your interest in tnese matters. If you have any

Jguestigns or, compents, please contact Paula Fernandez or Rick Kiriu at
333-5796.- L j?

JLR/RSK/ 1m -

Enciosure

cc: City Council
Police Gtiief
City Clerk v )
Assistant Civil Engineer - Traffic

LTURNER4/TXTW.02M



CiTY OF LODI

Location: Tumer £/Beckman

Direction: Easthound

Count Date:

VELOCITY STUDY

Oct 12-17,7991

SPEED(MPH)
DAY 1-10 11-15 16-20 21-25 26-30 31-35 36-40 41-45 46-50 51-55 56-60 >60 TOTAL
St 3 - a 24 98 265 298 147 38 10 2 0 300
Sun 4 3 a 23 69 212 224 39 30 6 3 0 687
Mon 5 4 11 42 144 340 449 206 39 4 2 2 1248
Tues 5 8 13 41 144 421 491 200 44 6 4 0 1337
Wed 5 4 6 46 136 369 456 212 53 7 4 0 12399
Thurs 6 2 12 51 162 403 458 201 49 7 2 1 1354
TOTAL 29 28 58 227 753 2010 2376 1065 253 40 17 3 6859
AVG 5 5 10 38 126 335 395 178 42 7 3 1 1143
Direction: Westbound

SPEED(MPH)
DAY 1-10 11-15 16-20 21-25 26-30 31-35 36-40 41-45 46-50 51-55 56-60 >60 TOTAL
St 6 1 9 31 122 247 268 117 43 7 2 0] 853
Sun 5 2 5 24 79 166 200 94 32 6 0 9] 613
Mon 8 2 16 28 123 350 428 202 46 1 0 1 7205
Tues 6 3 6 42 180 395 438 180 44 8 0 0 1302
Wed 4 3 11 29 132 343 4863 216 50 10 2 0 1263
Thurs 6 5 17 56 154 361 440 186 49 4 0] 0 1278
TOTAL 35 16 64 210 780 1862 2237 995 264 36 4 1 6514
AVG 6 3 11 35 132 310 373 166 44 6 1 0 1086
Location: Tuner E/Stockton
Direction: Westbound

SPEED{MPH)
DAY 1-10 11-15 16-20 21-25 26-30 31-35 36-40 41-45 46-50 51-55 56-60 >60 TOTAL
Sat 4] 0 5 36 85 288 687 459 136 15 6 1 1718
Sun 0 0 3 34 88 287 640 442 129 23 4 1 1651
Mon 1 1 3 28 33 287 852 689 181 25 2 1 2169
Tues 1 1 4 36 102 325 928 698 186 32 2 1 2316
Wed 1 1 11 28 118 390 924 690 191 27 2 0 2384
Thurs 0] 0 8 45 112 387 952 708 185 31 5 0 2433
TOTAL 3 3 34 208 604 1964 4983 3686 1008 153 21 4 12671
AVG 1 1 6 35 101 327 831 614 158 26 4 1 2112

TURNER.XLS
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DAVID M. HINCHMAN, Mayor
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City Manager

ALICE M. REIMCHE
City Clerk
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City Attorney

FAX {209} 3336795

November 5, 1991

Ms. Grace ¥ilkerson
167 El Centra Drive
Lodi, CA 95240

SUBJECT: Turner Road - Pedestrian and Traffic Safety

Thank you for your interest_in safety on Turner Road. The Public Works_
Department has received various concerns regarding pedestrian and traffic
safety on Turner Road, partlcular%y at Coloma Street, Beckman Road and
Camino Real (Casa de Lodi). The following responses have been prepared
addressing these concerns.

° Crosswalk Signing

The existing pedestrian crossing signs at the crosswalk or Turner Road at
Colcma Street were increased from the standard 30" signs to 36" signs in

July of this year. These are_the largest pedestrian crossing signs.
avatlable. School cr035|n? signs are not appropriate at this location

according to State of California guidelines because it IS too far away

{rom the school site. The existing signing is appropriate for this
ocation.

° Crosswalk Painting

The installation of diagonal lines through crosswalks is designed to
provide added visibility for drivers approaching the crossing. However,
due to the height of the driver"s eye above the roadway (approximately
3.5'), the added visibility BFOVIded by diagonal striping IS minimal.
This type of improvement is better used with pedestrian warning controls
such as a flashing beacon.

° Traffic Signals

The installation of the future traffic signal on Turner Road at Stockton
Street will be_included_in the Capital Improvement Program to be
submitted to City Council for the coming fiscal year. Oue to the high
cost {$100,000+) of traffic signal installations, the City installs about
one annually. As you may be aware, traffic signal locations on Cherokee
Lane, between Lodi Avenue and Kettleman Lane, are currently being
reviewed along with other locations ranking high on our signal priority
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Ms. Grace Wilkerson
November 5, 1991
Page 2

list. A traffic signal provides a higher degree of safety for
pedestrians, however, accidents still occur at signalized locations ,
possibly due to the added impression of safety perceived by pedestrians
at these locations.

° Speed Limits

Speed 1imits in the city of Lodi are set following guidelines outlined by
the State of California, Department of Transportation, and the California
Vehicle Code. Arbitrarily reducing speed limits below these guidelines
would result in a speed limit not enforceable by the use of radar.
Although there is some belief that the 45 mph speed limit is too high, it
is the ag ropriate speed limit per state guidelines and iIs radar
enforceable.

To check existing vehicle speeds ¢n Turner Road, an electronic counting
device was placed on each side of Highway 99. The results are shown on
the attached table showing the number of vehicles counted within the
speed range indicated. Per state guidelines, it is not unreasonable for
as mery as 15%of drivers to travel at speeds exceeding the posted
speed, The results of the speed survey performed indicate that east of
Highway 99 an average of 5%of the drivers sampled were exceeding the
posted 45 mph speed limit. West of Highway 99 an average of 10%were
exceeding the posted speed. Although these percentages are not
unreasonable by state standards, the speed data collected will be sent to
the Police Department for enforcement purposes.

° Multi-Way Stop Signs

State guidelines are also used to determine the need for multi-way stop
controls. Stop signs are used where right-of-way control is necessary
and are not to be used for speed control. Studies indicate that stop
signs have little or no effect on reducing overall vehicle speeds, except
at the immediate vicinity of the stop sign. In many cases, speeds will
increase on segments adjacent to stop signs as drivers will attempt to
"make up" travel time after having to stop at an unnecessary stop sign.
In addition to a possible increase in speeds, unneeded stop signs may
increase accidents (particularly rear-end accidents}, waste time and
energy, ,create air and noise pollution, and encourage noncompliance at
needed stop signs. Stop signs can also reduce the number of "gaps" in
traffic. These "gaps® generally occur in free-flowing traffic and
prcvide openings for drivers attempting to entor the roadway from side
streets and driveways. With a stop sign, the vehicles leave the
intersection at regular, closely spaced intervals.

° Sight Distance at Caminc Real (Casa de Lodi)

To improve sight distance, the City has installed "no parking" zones
adjacent to the Casa de Lodi access at Camino Real. In a more recent
check of the area for sight obstructions, Public Works staff observed
that bushes and trees east of Camino Real appeared to be creating a sight
obstruction. The City has contacted the manager c¢f Casa de Lodi

LTURNER4/TXTW.02ZM



Ms. Grace Wilkerson
November 5, 1991
Page 3

requesting that these bushes and trees be trimmed to improve sight
distance. Public Woks staff has observed some minor bush trimming has
been performed. The manager of Casa de Lodi should be contacted if you
feel additional trimming 1S needed.

Thank you again for your interest in these matters. If you have any
questions or comments, please contact Paula Fernandez or Rick Kiriu at
333-6706.

Enclosure

cc: City Council
Police M@
City Clerk

Assistant Civil Engineer = Traffic

LTURNER4/TXTW.0ZM



CITY OF LODI

tocaron: _Turner E/Beckman

Direction: Eastbound

Count Dare:

VELOCITY STUDY

Ot 12-17,1301

SPEED(MPH)
DAY 1-10 11-15 16-20 21-25 26-30 31-35 36-40 4145 46-50 51-55 56-60 >60 TOTAL
Sat 3 7 a 24 98 265 298 147 38 10 2 0] 300
Sun 4 3 8 23 69 212 224 99 30 6 3 0 631
Mon 5 4 11 42 144 340 449 206 33 4 2 2 1248
Tues 5 8 13 4 144 421 91 200 44 6 4 0 1377
Wad 6 4 5] 46 136 369 456 212 53 7 4 0 1299
Thurs 6 2 12 51 162 403 458 201 49 7 2 1 1354
TOTAL 29 28 58 227 753 2010 2376 1065 253 40 17 3 6859
AVG 5 5 10 38 126 335 396 178 42 7 3 1 1143
Direction: Westhound

SPEED{MPH)
DAY 1-10 11-15 16-20 21-25 26-30 31-35 36-40 41-45 46-50 51-55 56-60 >60 TOTAL
Sat 6 1 9 3L 122 247 268 117 43 7 2 0 853
Sun 5 2 5 24 7P 166 200 94 32 6 0 0 613
Mon d 2 16 28 123 350 428 202 46 1 0 1 1205
Tues 6 3 6 42 180 395 435 180 44 8 0 0 1302
Wed 4 3 11 29 132 343 463 216 50 10 2 0 1263
Thurs 8 5 17 56 154 361 440 186 49 4 0 0 1278
TOTAL 35 16 64 270 790 7862 2237 995 264 36 4 1 6574
AVG 6 3 11 35 132 310 373 1686 44 6 1 0 1088
Locadon: Turner E/Stockton
Directon: Westhound

SPEED(MPH)
DAY 1-10 11-15 16-20 21-25 26-30 31-35 36-40 41-45 46-50 51-55 56-60 >60 TOTAL
Sat 0 0 5 3s 86 288 687 459 136 15 6 1 1718
Sun 0 0 3 34 83 287 64Q 442 129 23 4 1 1651
Mon 1 1 3 28 39 287 852 689 181 25 2 1 2769
Tuas 1 1 4 36 102 325 928 698 186 32 2 1 2316
Wed 1 1 11 29 718 380 924 890 191 27 2 0] 2384
Thurs 0 0 a 45 112. 387 852 708 185 31 5 4] 2433
TOTAL 3 3 34 208 604 1964 4983 3636 1008 153 21 4 12671
AVG 1 1 6 3 10 327 &1 614 168 26 4 1 2112

TURNER.XLS



