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) C|TY OF LODI COUNCIL COMMUNICATION

IFAGENDA TITLE: Set Public Hearing to Consider Introduction of Ordinance to Require
Water Meters on All Nev Water Services

Y MEETNG DATE:  December 4, 1991
¥ PREPARED BY:  Public Waks Director

RECOMMENDED ACTION: That.the'Cit%/; Council set a Public Hearing for January 2, 1992
to discuss the adoption of an urgency ordinance requiring water
meters on all rew water services.

BACKGROUND INFORMATION  The City Council at the September 3, 1991 Shirt Sleeve
session gave direction to the Public Works Department on
drafting an ordinance to require water meters on "new water

‘ service connections" after January 1, 1992 as required by

] Senate Bill 229. The State law does not adequately define a "new water service

‘connection” therefore it wes felt clarification was needed. The attached changes to

Lodi Municipal Code 13.08 reflect the informal direction given to define a "new

water service connection”. Also attached is the Council memo of August 28, 1991

which provides additional background information.

| ack L. Ronsko
- fublic Works Director

‘Prepared by: Jack L. Ronsko, Public Works Director
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Attachments
cc: City Attorney
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THOMAS A. PETERSON b
\ Clity Manager

COMETIR/TXTH.A2M {C0.COM) . | Yovember 25 GG

T e i i G sy




Revisions to Lodi Municipal Code 13.08, Water Service

(Parts removed from the existing code are in strikeeut-and additions are underlined.)

Chapter 13.08, WATER SERVICE

Sections:
Article I. Generally
13.08.010 setting of rates.
13.08.020 Rates outside city.
13.08.030 Rates by contract.
13.08.040 Commencement and end of charges.
13.08.050 Metered service. .
13.08.060 Turning Off during fires/emergencics.

Avrticle 1. Generally

13.08.010 Setting of rates.
The-schedule-of water-rates-for-the-city-shall-be-established- by-uneodified-ordinance-of
the-eity-eomeﬂ;-adopted-frem-ﬁme—te—ﬁme:{@sd:—%

13.08.020 Rates outside city.

The city will not normally serve water outside the city limits. In those cases where it
is authorized by the city council;-the-rates-shall-be-established by-resolution-of -the-city
eouncil- the rate shall he 1500 0f the rate for service inside the city limits, (Ord. 1333 §
1(9)(), 1984: prior code § 26-2)

13.08.030 Rates by contract.
In cases not provided for by this chapter, the rate may be fixed by special contract, as

agreed upon by the director of finance and public works director on behalf of the city, and
the water user involved. If such rates m o t be-agreed upon, the city council shall fix and




—~ ~

determine proper rates, and such determination shall be firal. (Ord. 1333 § 1(9)(J), 1984:
prior code § 26-3)

13.08.040 Commencementand end of charges.

\ieiex™ charges shall in all cases commence 1 accrue When water is turned 0On, at rates
proportioned for the period fran that date until the following last day of the billing period, as
may be established by the city. (Prior code §26-4)

13.08.050 Metered service.

The publie-works-direetor-shall-require-the-instaliation-of metered-service-when-the
public-works-director-determines-it-to-be-ju-the-best-interest-of the-city—Meters-on existing
service-shall-be-installed-by-the-cityat-the-eitys-expense-—Meters-on-new-services-shall-be
instaled-by-the-city;-but-shall be-paid-for-the-applicant—(Ord-—1333-§1-(9)(F);-1984:-prior
code-§2-33)




13.08.060 Turning Off during fires/emergencies.

In the case of fire_or other emergency, when se directed by an-employee-of-the city;
all faucets, taps O other means Of lettine water rur -and-valves-supplying-water-to-eny
premises shall be turned Offimmediately by every owner or occupant and not opened until
the fire is extinguished o~ the emersency_resolved. (Prior code § 2-47)
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MEMORANDUM, City OfF Lodi, Public Works Departient

TO: City Council

City Manager
FROM - Public Works Director
DATE: Augqust 28, 1991

SUBJECT: Water Meters on '"New Water Service Connections"

At the March 6, 1991 City Council meeting staff was directed

0 prepare a plan for metering all new
residential customers:

0 evaluate a water meter retrofit program for
existing residential customers;

0 study an increasing block rate as part of any
future water rate studies.

Senate Bill 229 (Boatwright), which has been sent to the
Governor for signature, will require as of January 1, 1992
the metering of 211 new water service connections. Senate
Bill 229 does not clearly define a "New Water Service
Connection". In developing our plan for metering new
residential we have listed below a number of situations
which could be used to define "New Water Service
Connections" .

1. All new property annexations to the City
requesting City water service.

2. All existing parcels which have had_no
prev[ous_Clgy water service and a City water
service is requested.

3. At any new service installed from splitting a
parcel - metered service on both parcels.

4. All parcels at which an apartment, _
condominium, duplex, etc. 1S replacing a
single family dwelling.

5. At any parcel where improvements costing more
than $14,100 (trigkg);e_ring off site
improvements) are being done.

6. When any water customer requests service
upsizing or relocating.

7. Change of ownership of property.
8. At any water seryice requiring upgrading,
repair, relocation, or work of any kind.

0891WR. 27
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MEMORANDUM, City OF Lodi, Public Works Department
City Council

August 28, 1991

Page 2

Staff feels items 1 and 2 combined are the minimum required
by SB 229, and items 3 and_4 may be interpreted as new water
service connections depending upon the circumstances. Items
5 through 8 may not be required by Senate Bill 229, however,
the City may want to consider metering in these situations
as they occur to avoid retrofitting them in the future.
Staff _recommends that at least items 1 through 6 be used in
defining a "new Water Service Connection®,

We are requesting informal direction from City Council on
the above. Staff will then return with draft revisions to
Lodi Municipal Code requiring water meters on new water
service connections. These Installationswill be triggered
by applications for building permits, approvals for parcel
splits, and requests for relocation, upgrading, Or upsizing
water services. The developer/owner wWill be responsible
for _all water meter installation costs. Other revisions to
Lodi Municipal Code 13.08, Water Service, will also be
introduced to make 1t compatible with the sewer and
electrical service sections of the Lodi Municipal Code.

Currently all new industrial/commercial customers receive a

water meter and the retrofit program for existing
industrial/commercial customers IS about 50% cumpleted. A

water meter _retrofit program for all existing residential
gu%tomers will be brought back to the council at a future
ate.

Staff will also be bringing Council pxoposed changes in the
metered rate structure for water. Currently there i1s a
minimun charge for metered service based on meter size,
which includes an allotted amount of water. Only when this
allotment of water is exceeded does additional water get
charged at the metered rate.

Staff will be proposing a lower base fee (ready to service
charge) for metered service and an additional charge for all
metered water usage. This will benefit customers who use
little water, such as the elderly. This will also encourage
conservation by charging for all water used, not just after
the large allotted amount is used. The evaluation of the
new rate structure will also include alternatives for using
ghe inci‘reasing block sate concept as directed by the City
ouncil.

At the shirt sleeve session we will also be sharing with the
City Council:

0 New methods of reading meters - now and in
the future.

0 What a meter installation looks like - now
and in the future.

0891wR. 27
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MEMORANDUM, City of rodi, Public Works Department
City Council

August 28, 1991

Page 3

Of course, the intent of the Boatright pbill and the City"s
General plan policies regarding meters is to encourage water
conservation. The city has had an ongoing program since the
mid-1970"s.  Per capita consumption has declined over that
time as shown in Exhibit A.

A "water Conservation Production Summary'*, (ExhibitB),
compares water usage In 1990 to 1991 showing significant
ggugservation despite the population increase.

-~ £ Jack L. Ronsko
R Public Works Director

... Attachments
i

Finance Director )
water/wastewater Superintendent
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Date: January ZT,

Date: January 2, 1992
: 7:30 p.m.

CITY OF LODI

CARNEGIE FORUM

—
 TICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
ICI%SQF PUBLIC HEARING

305 West Pine Street, Lodi

For information regarding this Public Hearing
Please Contact:
Alice M. Reimche
City Clerk
Telephone: 333-6702

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

January 2, 1992
NOTICE BHEREBY LIVEN that onThursday at the hour of 7:30 p.m., Or as
soon thereafter as the matter may be heard, the City Council will conduct a
public hearing to consider the following matter:

a) the adoption of an urgency ordinance requiring water meters on
all rew water services.

All interested persons are invited to present their views and comments onthis
matter. Written statements may be filed with the City Clerk at any time prior
to the hearing scheduled herein, and oral Statements may be made at said
hearing.

If you challenge the subject matter in court, You may be limited to raising only
those issues you or someone else raised at the Public Hearing described in
this notice or in written correspondence delivered to the City Clerk, 221 West
Pine Street, at or prior to the Public Hearing.

By Order Of the Lodi City Council:

Alice M. Reimche
City Clerk

Dated: December 4, 1991

Approved as to form:

Bobby W. McNatt
City Attorney




