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AGENDA TITLE: Consideration of the following actions regarding the California High- 
Speed and Regional Rail Program: 

a) Direct staff to prepare a letter confirming the City’s desire to have the 
Union Pacific corridor alignment considered through Lodi. 

b) Authorize the Mayor to send a letter supporting Merced County’s 
request for the High-speed Rail Heavy Maintenance Facility at the 
former Castle Air Force Base. 

MEETING DATE: February 17,2010 

PREPARED BY: Community Development Director 

RECOMMENDED ACTION: Consideration of the following actions regarding the California 

a) Direct staff to prepare a letter confirming the City’s desire to have the Union Pacific 

b) Authorize the Mayor to send a letter supporting Merced County’s request for the High- 

High-speed and Regional Rail Program: 

corridor alignment considered through Lodi. 

Speed Rail Heavy Maintenance Facility at the former Castle Air Force Base. 

BACKGROUND INFORMATION: The City Council received a presentation at your 
shirtsleeve meeting on February 9th regarding the status 

of the California High-speed Rail program and the various alignments being considered in the 
Lodi vicinity. The environmental review process for the Merced to Sacramento segment has 
begun and a fundamental question about Lodi’s preference for the alignment has been asked. 
In the current document, the alignment bypasses Lodi by sweeping from the Union Pacific 
corridor to the Central California Traction Line north and south of the City. The result of this 
alignment most likely would affect Lodi’s ability to attain regionakommuter service. 

The benefits and negatives to having the high speed alignment through Lodi were discussed. 
Based on the meetings that have occurred and the presentation by Mr. Schmidt from the San 
Joaquin Regional Rail Commission, staff believes that it is Lodi’s best interest to confirm an 
alignment that has the ability to utilize the Downtown Multi-Modal station at some time in the 
future. We feel this provides the best opportunity for possibility to be connected to a regional rail 
system that could ultimately connect Lodi to Sacramento and points south. 

The second action that we are requesting involves the request from Merced County for support 
in having the Heavy Maintenance Facility for the High-speed Rail to be located at the former 
Castle Air Force Base. As noted in the letter attached, the facility has the potential to employ 
several thousand in direct and indirect jobs. This is a facility that benefits the Merced to 

APPROVED: 
Blair K d t y  Manager 



Sacramento segment by placing a required facility within the region. There are no alternative 
locations proposed that are closer to Lodi. 

FISCAL IMPACT: NIA 

FUNDING AVAILABLE: NIA 

Konradt Bartlam 
Community Development Director 

Attachments: 
High-speed Rail informational handout 
Letter from Merced County dated February 3,2010 
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February 3,2010 

Honorable Phil Katzakian 
Mayor, City of Lodi 
305 W Pine Street 
Lodi. CA 95240 

FEB 8 2010 
City Clerk 

City of Lodi 

SUBJECT: Hiah Speed Rail 

Dear Mayor Katzakian, 

The Greater Merced High Speed Rail Committee has filed an Expression of Interest to the California High 
Speed Rail Authority to locate the Heavy Maintenance Facility (HMF) in Merced County. The Greater 
Merced High Speed Rail Committee selected two sites to submit to the California High Speed Rail 
Committee in order to be more competitive depending upon the rail alignment selected for the High 
Speed Rail line. The preferred site is the former Castle Air Force Base located on the Burlington 
Northern Santa Fe line. The proposed locations are the most northem sites presented to the Authority to 
locate their Heavy Maintenance Facility. The location of both Merced County sites will allow your citizens 
easy access to new well paying jobs that will benefit the entire northern San Joaquin Valley communities 
reduce our unemployment. The Heavy Maintenance Facility will employ 1,500 with the potential of 
another 3,000 indirect jobs being generated by firms interested in supplying the HMF with parts and 
services they will not have on site. 

Besides benefiting our northern San Joaquin Valley region with additional jobs and opportunities for 
manufacturers, a HMF located in Merced County would also increase the likelihood that the Merced to 
Sacramento segment of the California High Speed Rail would be constructed in addition to funding 
provided for improvements to connecting commuter services. 

We ask for you support in the form of a letter or resolution that will promote Merced County as the best 
location for placing a High Speed Rail HMF. 

In addition, last week the Obama Administration announced that California is going to receive 
$2,349,400,000 of the $8 billion in stimulus funding for high-speed train development under the American 
Recovery and Reinvestment Act (ARRA). This is only half of the amount requested by the California High 
Speed Rail reptesentatiies which means some of the segments of high speed rail lines may not be built 
at this time, possibly leaving the Merced to Sacramento segment to be built years later. We believe it’s 
important that we all communicate to the California High Speed Rail Authority that these ARRA funds be 
used to build track for the segment north of Fresno. Your efforts can make a difference. 

Respectfully, 

Bill Spnggs 
Mayor, City of Merced 

John Pedrozo 
Supervisor, County of Merced 

Cc: City Council, City of Lodi 
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February 18,2010 

Bill Spriggs, Mayor 
City of Merced 
678 West 18th Street 
Merced, California 95340 

SUBJECT: GREATER MERCED HIGH SPEED RAIL COMMITTEE 

Dear Mr. Spriggs, 

Pursuant to your request, the City Council of the City of Lodi, at its regularly scheduled 
meeting of February 17, 2010, took action to support the Greater Merced High Speed 
Rail Committee in their interest to locate the California High Speed Rail Authority Heavy 
Maintenance Facility in Merced County. 

The City of Lodi supports all efforts that will provide infrastructure investment and jobs to 
the region. Further, the City concurs that having this facility within the northern San 
Joaquin Valley area will increase the likelihood that the Merced to Sacramento segment 
of the High Speed Rail will be constructed. 

If you have any questions or comments regarding the above, please feel free to contact 
Konradt Bartlam, Community Development Director at (209) 333-671 1. 

Since re I y , 

Mayor 

C: John Pedrozo, Merced County Supervisor 
Stacy Mortensen, San Joaquin Regional Rail Commission 




