
. CITY COUNCIL HEETING 
NOVEMBER 7, 1990 

COMMENTS REGARDING 
NOVEMBER 6, 1990 MUNICIPAL 
ELECTION 

rc ik’ Mayor Pro Tempore Hinchman spoke about the November 6, 1990 
elect ion s tat ing that the City Council Members he has 
worked n f t h  the l a s t  s i x  years have been outstanding. 
Mayor Pro Tempore Hinchman again rei terated h i s  fee l ing  
that  the ci t izens o f  Lodi should have- regular reports on 
what i s  happening i n  th i s  community and feels the City 
should look into adopting some type of comnunication plan. 

Cottnc.5 1 Member Olson congratulated candidates Phi 1 
Pennino and Jack Sieglock on t h e i r  v ic tory  and urged 
the community to support them. She also urged the women of 
th’is community t o  seek publtc office. 

Mayor Snider spoke about the i l l e g a l  f l y e r  t ha t  was 
circulated i n  our community j u s t  p r i o r  t o  the elect ion and 
that  he f e l t  i t  was a disservice t o  a l l  nine candidates. 
Mayor Snider then presented the fol lowing report o f  facts 
on the various charges that had been alleged. 

Charge - Lodi has only f i v e  pol ice o f f i cers  on patro l  a t  
any given time. 

Fact - From 12:OO noon t o  3:OO a.m. (15 hours, and the 
busiest time) Lodi has 8 o f f i cers  assigned, plus 
a sgt. and It. and 10 are assigned between 1O:OO 
p.m. and 3:OO a.m. The only time 5 are assigned 
i s  during the normally slow period o f  3:OO a.m. 
t o  12:OO noon. 

Charge - Lodi has reduced the pol ice budget when compared 
t o  to ta l  spending. 

Fact - The Police Department budget i s  28.3% o f  the 
General Fund, the highest percentage i t  has been 
i n  the l as t  ten years. 

Fact - The Police Department budget has been increased 
61% i n  the l a s t  5 years, the highest percentage 
increase of a l l  operating departments. 

Fac t  - The number o f  pol ice o f f i c e r s  p e r  1,000 
population i s  the highest i t  has been i n  the 
l a s t  7 years, and the t o t a l  number o f  pol ice 
o f f i c e r s  and support personnel i s  the highest it 
has been i n  the l a s t  15 years. 

Charge - Lod i  i s  seeing t he  problems o f  c r i m e  and drugs 
threaten our way o f  1 i f e .  

F a c t  - The increase i n  %he Lodi crime r a t e  dur ing  the 
last  8 years i s  actually l o w e r  than i t  was in 
the previous 8 years.  I eccourage you t o  review 
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the numbers wi th  the Chief o f  Police. I n  the 
past year, the crime ra te  i s  down by 6%. 

Charge - The Council i s  reducing po l i ce  protection. 

Fact - Documented numbers prove t h i s  i s  a fa lse charge. 

Charge - The Council has refused t o  l i v e  by the 
provisions of Measure A and instead adopted i t s  
own growth plan allowing Lodi t o  grow by 26,000 
new residents over the next 17 ye 

City 's  new General Plan which i s  in t 
o f  being adopted. 
l i m i t .  This percentage increase was the resu l t  
of a recommendation by a c i t i z e n  task force 
appointed by the City Council t o  develop a 
growth management plan. The task force-was 
comprised of an equal number o f  c i t izens i n  
favor of and opposed t o  Heasure A. This w i l l  
r esu l t  i n  an addit ional 19,450 residents i n  the 
next 17 years, not 26,000, an er ro r  i n  the 
charge of 34%. 

residents by the year 2007. 

Fact - The Ci ty 's  growth management p l  

It provides f o r  a 2% growth 

Charge - Measure A would hatae allowed j u s t  3,000 new 

Fact - There would have been no wa t o  determine the 
growth rate o f  the Ci ty  l? ecause each annexation 
would have had t o  have been approved by the 
voters. 

Charge - The Council allowed developers t o  convert 
property previously dedicated t o  single family 
homes t o  apartments, thereby put t ing a s t ra in  on 
the sewer ryotm.  

Fact - The conversion f rom some single-family uses t o  
apartments was consistent wi th  the zoning 
ordinance adopted i n  1968. I t was - this  C i t y  
Council that u t  a sto t o  these conversions 

such action. This Council took that action 5 
years ago. This Counci 1 1 istenec! and down-zoned 
the area thereby increasing the l i f e  o f  both the 
sewer and wdte r  systems. 

by putt inq i n  eT--9 p ace a moratorium prohibi t ing 

Charge - The S t a t e  had t o  step i n  and order  the C i ty  
Council t o  update and renovate the sewer system. 

Fact - The S ta te  ha5 - never issued such ;In order. 
S t a t e  

j a w  r equ i r es  that when the szwer p l a n t  reaches 
75% capaci ty ,  the C i t y  inust n o t i f y  Lhe S t a t e  and 
move ahead w i t h  expansion. This we have done i n  
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accordance w i t h  State law. 

This 

Charge - 

Fact - 

Charge - 

Fact - 

Charge - 
Fact - 

Charge - 
Fact - 

Further, the Council adopted 2-!/2 years ago a 
moratorium on san i tary  sewer connections f o r  
areas - not i n  the City l i m i t s  a t  t ha t  time. 

was done t o  ensure t ha t  those parcels within the 
City l i m i t s  would have santtary sewer capacity. 

I n  order t o  pay f o r  the improvements, the 
Council has dramat ical ly  ra ised sewer fees and 
hook-up charges. 

Pa r t  o f  the sewer fee increase i s  t o  pay f o r  the 
improvements. The remainder o f  the sewer fee 
h i ke  and the increased hook-up fees are to  
provide, on a pay-as-you-go basis, the funding 
f o r  the next expansion 10-12 years from now. 
That's the cheapest f i nanc ia l  approach. That 
represents good p l  anni ng . 
The City i s  operating under a special waiver 
from the State Department o f  Health which allows 
i t  t o  use City wel ls  t ha t  exceed the maximum 
contamination leve ls  fo r  DBCP. 

The new State requirements regarding DBCP leve ls  
went i n t o  e f f e c t  i n  Ju ly  1989. A l l  c i t i e s  
experiencing DBCP have been given the same 
d i r ec t i on  from the State. This has been granted 
t o  a l low time t o  i n s t a l l  new f i l t r a t i o n  systems, 
and because the State's Department o f  Health 
Services acknowledges there are no short-term 
heal th concerns. 

The Council has been forced t o  rush t o  d r i l l  new 
wells. 

New water wel ls  are being developed i n  
accordance w i th  a regular schedule set  fo r th  i n  
the C i ty ' s  Capital Improvement Program. That 
schedule i s  i n  no way being a l te red  or  rushed. 

Lodi residents have no choice but  t o  consume 
contami na ted water . 
Lodi 's  w a t e r  i s  safe t o  drink. The State 
Department o f  Health Services agrees w i th  t h i s  
statement. 
elements i n  one-half ga l lon of Lodi w a t e r  than 
there a r e  i n :  

There a r e  f a r  less cancer-causing 

A peanut b u t t e r  sandwich 

A r a w  mushroom 
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A 12-ounce can of soda 

Charge - A comparison o f  the budgets o f  four Central 
Val ley C i t i e s  presents the cost  o f  the budget 
per person is :  

Sacramento - $ 976 
Stock ton - 749 
Modes t o  - 596 
Lodi - 1,139 

Fact - The other three c i t i e s  do not  have municipal 
e l e c t r i c a l  systems. The fac t  tha t  Lodi has a 
municipal e l e c t r i c a l  system i s  o f  tremendous 
bene f i t  t o  our c i t i zens  and our commercial and 
i ndus t r i a l  communities. Lodi residents 
cu r ren t l y  pay for e l e c t r i c a l  service about 35% 
less than they would pay if served by PGIE. 
When you subtract  the E l e c t r i c  system budget 
from the t o ta l ,  Lodi 's cost  per person i s  $511, 
the lowest o f  the other three c i t i e s  l i s ted .  

Charge - Should the City have a c e r t i f i e d  and v e r i f i e d  
aud i t  o f  i t s  budget? 

Fact - The City o f  Lodi has, annually for  decades, 
alwa s had an aud i t  of i t s  f i sca l  condi t ion + per onned by an independent aud i t ing f i r m .  In 
addition, federal law requires c i t i e s  t o  perform 
an annual aud i t  because federal funds are p a r t  
o f  the C i t y ' s  annual expenditures. 

Charge = The White Slough Sewer Plant expansion was 
awarded t h i s  year t o  an "out of s ta te  f i rm" .  

Fact - The Council awards bids t o  the "lowest 
responsible bidder". 
completion o f  a p ro jec t  for  the taxpayer a t  the 
lowest possible cost. 
the best i n t e res t  of the tax paying c i t i zen .  

To do so i s  t o  r ea l i ze  the 

This po l i cy  i s  c l e a r l y  i n  

Council Member Reid spoke about the large number o f  
p o l i t i c a l  signs tha t  had been posted on power poles, publ ic  
rights-of-way, etc. during t h i s  past elect ion. Council 
Member Reid indicated he would l i k e  to  have the C i ty  
Attorney d r q f t  a new ordinance regarding the placenent o f  
such signs i n  order t o  remedy the s i tuat ion.  


