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The City Council authorized the purchase of a Gear 
Al!tori:otive Diacjnostic Analyzer under the p r o v i s i o n s  of 
St.ction 3.20.070 of the Lodi Piunicipal Code. 

Ccunci 1 was it-iformed t h a t  t h o  1987/88 Budget included 
$19,800 f o r  the purchase o f  a n  automotive diagnostic 
analyzer for  the Equipment Maintenance Shop. There are  
presently three analyzers on the  marKet. Shop personnel 
have had  in-house hands-on demons .rations on two analyzers, 
the Bear and the Allen. The S u n  analyzer, which was not 
available fo r  demonstration, i s  a new model w i t h  no 
history. F row what Staff  can determine, the Sun would not 
be up-gradeable t o  meet char,ges t h a t  will be t a k i n g  p lace .  
within the next year o r  two and  would be outdated within a 
short time. 

The Bear. analyzer has features that  the other analyzers do 
noc have and which a re  needed in o u r  operation. These 
features include: 

1. 

2 .  The ab i l i t y  t o  interface with the City's IBM computer 

A front  end adapter for  aligning on the scope. 

system. 

The zb i l i t y  t o  t e s t  bat ter ies  on  the shelf a s  well as 
i n  the vehicle. 

3. 

4.  An 80-column pr inter  which uses & 1/2" paper with 
s t a n d a r d  printing and  the diagnosis completely spei1.d 
out versus a 40-column pr inter  which uses 4" paper with 
hard t o  read pr in t  and the diagnosis given i n  
abbreviations and r e fe r ra l  numbers. 

I n  addition to  these items which the other analyzers do  not 
have, the Bear was a l s o  much easier  to use and t o  
understand t h a n  the Allen. The Bear's resistance (OHMS) 
sens i t iv i ty  range allows greater  f l ex ib i l i t y  t h a n  the 
Allen. San Joaquin County and  Caltrans are presently using 
the Bear and  are  very s a t i s f i ed  w i t h  i t s  operation. T h e  
City of Stockton, however, purchased an Allen b u t  i s  not 
s a t i s f i ed  w i t h  the Allen and finds t h a t  i t  i s  too  sensi t ive  
for  municipal operations. 

These analyzers are  not handled t h r o u ( i h  dealers. They are 
sold by the manufacturer's area representatives .- Because 
the c i t y ' s  specif icat ions would be written around the Bear, 
we would receive only  one b i d .  Staff asked t h a t  the City 
Council approve the purchase of the Bear Automotive 
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