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In 1974, CaJi iornia  voters approved Proposit ion 5,  which  allowed vo te r s  i n  any county t o  
approve a b a l l o t  measure (by simple major i ty )  under A r t i c l e  X I X ,  Section 4 ,  t o  rece ive  a 
propor t ionate  share o f  s t a t e  "guideway min imum' '  funds.  Eleven urban count ies  have 
subsequently act ivated this provision,  which by s t a t e  l aw  allows the use of s t a t e  gas f u n d s  
f o r  "pub1 i c  mass t r a n s i t  guideway purposes''. 

Had San Joaquin County become a Proposi t ion 5 county, p r i o r  t o  t h i s  f i s c a l  y e a r ,  i t s  
est imated e l i g i b l e  share could have been approximately $1.2 mi l l ion .  Whenever a new county 
j o i n s  the o ther  Proposition 5 coun t ies ,  the aniount a v a i l a b l e  t o  each county diminishes.  
However, f u n d s  are on!y a l loca ted  based on submit ted  p r o j e c t s .  

The  San Joaquin County Board of Supervisors has committed support  and etdorsement t o  the  
p r i o r i t i e s  f o r  rail se rv ice  improvements o f  the Rail S tee r ing  Committee of the Cal t r a n s  
Rail Task Force f o r  the  Amtraks "San Joaquin". 

The p r i o r i t i e s  of the Rafl Steer ing Committee focus on: 

* Direct t r a i n  service  t o  Sacramento from Stockton 

* Switching t o  Southern Pac i f i c  t r acks  north o f  Fresno 

* Direct  t r a i n  service  throuch the Altamont Pass t o  the Bay a rea  

* Direct  t r a i n  service  t o  Los Angeles 

The  f i rs t  three p r i o r i t i e s  have d i r e c t  and c r i t i c a l  effects on San Joaquin County. These 
include t rack improvements, switching c a p a b i l i t i e s  and mu1 ti-model s t a t i o n s .  A r t i c l e  XIX 
monies could allow f o r  the development o f  these  types of p r o j e c t s .  

Attached, marked E x h i b i t  "A" ,  i s  a copy of a l e t t e r  and b r i e f i n g  p a p e r l s t a f f  r e p o r t  
concerning th i s  matter which was received from Rail S t e e r i n g  Committee of Caf t rans  Rail 
Task Force Chairman, William Sousa. 

The  l e t t e r  adr i ses  t h a t  the Board of  Supervisors needs t o  take a c t i o n  on this mat te r  p r i o r  
t o  August  12th. I t  i s  f e l t  t h a t  although this information was not  received i n  time t o  a c t  
on the  matter  e a r l i e r ,  i t  would be appropr ia te  f o r  the  C i t y  Council, by motion a c t i o n ,  t o  
lend i t s  support  t o  this e f f o r t .  

hckv #$&& 
Alice  M. Reimche 
Ci ty  Clerk 
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MEMBERS 
REPRESENTiNG 

A U M E D A  COUNTY 
CONTRA COSTA C O U h i  
FRESNO COU!TTY 
KERN COUhTY 
KINGS COUNTY 
LOS ANGELES COUNTY 
MADE RA CObWTY 
MERCED COUNT" 
SACRAMENTO COUNTY 
SAN IOAQUIB COUNTY 
STANISLAUS COUNTY 
TULARE COUNTY 

J U ~ Y  22, 1 9 8 3  

Councilwoman E v e l v n  Olson 
COG Board Nember 
1 3 0 6  Burgundy Court 
L o d i ,  C a l i f o r n i . 3  95242 

SUBJECT: PROPOSITION 5 E L E c r o s  

Dear Councilwoman Qlson: 

Attached for your council's consideration is a briefing paper 
which relates the background of the rationale for recommending 
that the San Joaquin County Board of Supervisors propose to the 
voters of San Joaqsiin County the issue of eligibility for Article 
XIX, Section 4 - Mass Transit Guideway Funds. 

The 
0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

issues can be summarized as follows: 

San Joaquin County has 'reen and continues to be stronqly 
supportive of the Amtrak-San Joaquin passenger rail service. 

State supported rail service has been added as an eligible 
item for mass transit guideway funds. 

Eligibility for pursuit of these funds is contingent upon a 
"simple majority" vote of t h e  electorate, in any  county. 

While these funds, technically do count against the 
"so-called" state highway county mininums , and could compete 
against state highway projects, as a practical matter, this 
in fact does not occur. 

If voters authorize San Joaquin County to pursue this source 
of funding, they would provide access to a new source of funds 
for rail guideway projects. 
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Transportation Steering Committee 
PRSPOSITION 5 ELECTION 

Eligible projects under the  guideway definition could 
include: track a n d  signal improvements to allow higher 
speeds; automatic switching grade crossing improvements and 
track connections and station improvenents, as well as 
multi-modal station projects. These improvements would have 
positive affects tor all of the cities xithin San Joayuin 
County.  

With t h e  Board's knowledge of the Arntrak-San Joaquins, and the 
potential for a multitude of improvements to local train service 
these funds could provide, it is the Rail Steering Committee's 
recommendation that the Cities of San Joaquin County support and 
endorse the calling of an election to access this important new 
source of funds. 

In order to assure placement on the November ballot, the 
Board of Supervisors will need to take action on this matter 
by Au-Just 12th. 

Your support and endorseqient of this proposal is invaluable to 
its success. 

W I L L I A M  N. SOUSA 
Chairman, Rail Steering 
Committee of Caltrans Rail 
Task Force 

WNS:DAB:ss 
A 8G218TCSl 

At t a chme n t 
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COUNTY OF SAN JOAQUIN 

H E N R Y  t.1. HIRX;A 
:..c=-:. 

D E P A R T M E N T  O F  P U S L I C  W O R K S  
P. 0. BOX 1 8 1 0  - 1810 E. HA=ELTON AVENUE 

STCCKTON. CAL!FORNIA 9 5 2 0 1  

I2091 - i 8 8 - 3 0 G O  
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AB1023-P2O?OSITION 5 
S I I I S ? I N G  PXJE2/STAFP RSPCRT 
2;: - A? 1 ..- 20 ,  1939  

ACTICPI FGLLCXISG APTROVAL: 

If ths 3card authorizes the c z l l i n . ;  of an election t a  de tern ine  
v c t z r  a?,provai of pursuinc Xzsz T r a n s i t  G c i d e w a y  f u n d s ,  thS 
f c l l o w i n g  act icn b i l l  be n e c s s s a r y :  

T k  elections division w i l l  55 directec! t o  provide a l l  the 
necessary services  to c o n s o i i f i a t e  t h e  canducting of t h i s  
e l e c t i o n ,  vi:h t5e general e l e c t i o n  to be held in Movaber ,  1988, 

DL3 : 535 
A 82297TCC5 7 8 



CITY COL'SCtL 

J A M E S  '.V FI \KEXTOS j r .  hlayor 

J O t l S  R (Raodv) SNIDER 
htavor Pro Tempore 

DAI'!D hl K i ~ * C t l k - 1 ~ \ ~ \  

EVEL'IS hl OLSON 
FEEDL1 RE!D 

C ITY O F  LODI  
CITV ILtL!. 231 1VFST f'ISt STRF i I 

ALL [$OX JlW6 
LODI. CALIFORNIA 95141-1910 

(209) 334-5634 
TELtCOPltK 12091 % 3 3  bW5 

Supervisor Mi 11 i am N. Sousa 
Chairman 
Rai l  Steering Committee 
County Courthouse 
222 East Weber Avenue 
Stockton, CA 95202 

Srtbject: Proposition 5 Election 

Dear Supervisor Sousa: 

T t l O h l A S  A PETERSON 
( . i~y Manager 

ALlCF Ll R E i \ l C t t E  
City Clerk 

1?.Ul( #\I< S A T  i 
Citv Attorney 

This l e t t e r  will confirm action taken by the Lodi City Ccuncil a t  i t s  
regular meeting of August 17, 1958 whereby, following receipt of your 
July 22 ,  1988 l e t t e r ,  the City Council by motion action l en t  i t s  
support for a n  elect ion t o  determine the view of the c i t izens  of San 
Joaquin County on the issue o f  e l i g i b i l i t y  f o r  obtaining the County 's  
share of gas t a x  funds for Mass Transit Guideway purposes designating 
San Joaquin County a s  a Prcposition 5 County, thereby being e l ig ib le  t o  
apply for Mass Transit Guideway projects f o r  Aintrak r a i l  service 
improvemen t s  . 
The City Council was n o t  able to ac t  on t h i s ,  prior t o  August 12, 1985, 
because August 17, 1988 was the f i r s t  meeting since your l e t t e r  was 
received. 

Should you have any questions regarding this matter, please do n o t  
hesitate t o  call th is  office. 

Very t ru ly  yours, 

Aiice M. Reimche 
City Clerk 

N4R: j j 


