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TO : T HE C I T Y  courIciL 
FRCPi: THE CITY MANAGER'S O F F I C E  

COUNCIL M E E T I N G  DATE 
October i 9 ,  1938 

SUBJECT: APFROVE RETENTICN O F  ROBERT H .  M U L L E N ,  ATTORNEY-AT-LAW, TO REPfiESEPIT THE 
CITY OF L O D I  IPi NEGOTIATIONS WITH THE SOUTHERN PACIFIC TRANSPORTATION COMPANY 
K E G A R D I N G  ?KCPERTY ACQUISITION. 

FREPARED SY: City Plantiger 

A E COMM E N D E D ACT I 0 N : T h a t  the City Council authorize the  retention of 
Rmert H .  Mul!en, ESQ. t o  represent the City of  
Lodi i n  negotiations with the Southern Pacific 
Transportation Compsny regarding property 
acquisition. 

SACKGROUND INFORMATION : For the past several months there have been a 
number of discussions between the City Manager dnd 
representatives of the Southern Pacific 
T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  Company regarding the possibil i t y  
of' the acquisition of certain property i n  the 

bownt3wn area c u r  tntly i n  the custody of Southern Pacific. The word 
"custody" is  appropriate here because we are n o t  entirely certain what. 
Southern Pacific 's  r ights are concerning this property. Specifically, we are 
talking a b o u t  the block-long parcel immediately nor th  and south of the Lodi 
Arch between the railroad tracks and Sacramento Street  and from Elm Street  on 
the n o r t h  t o  Oak St reet  on the s o u t h .  The  prospect of the Ci ty  acquiring the 
propertj surfaced some t ine  ago when Southern PacifSc applied t o  the City f o r  
? r 'molition permit t o  demolish and remove the t r a i n  depot. Since t h a t  time, 
the future of the depot has becGme an item of  concern of many people i n  the 
community. In a d d i t i o n  t o  the preservation of the depot, the remaicing 
property i n  the described area could be developed to  provide additional 
parkin: downtown. 

Acquisition of property from railroads czn be a 
ost  con;p'lex undertaking. I t  i s  therefore recommended t h a t  the City retain 
hs services of RoSert H. Mu:len, Esq. to  a s s i s t  the City i n  this e f fo r t .  

Obviously, Kr .  Mullen's services wi?l only be necessary should the City 

Mr. Mu'ilen has ,  over the years, become a 
recognized expert i n  this  area of the law. His fee i s  a $1,000 retainer w i t h  
dn hourly rate of $150. 

C i t y  Manager 


