
LEI'l*ER liD;lUESTING 
~IDERATIOO OF 
THE ENFOOCf.'·lENl' OF 
'mE CITY ORDINAN:E 
Rmt\RDING CARS PARKED 
Fi\CIN:i THE "Wll:tli" 

. , _;:;p WAY City Clerk Peindle presented the folla.-~ing letter which had 
(' l. ~ received fran Judy tJnclen«x:xl: 

, f < ~) ___ · "Dear Cooncil ~s: 
il(l. ' ./ / . 
( : 0- a I,; ~- j I respectfully ask that yoo reconsider the enforcement of · 

. ( (!- t_ / the city ordinance regarding cars parked facing the "wroiB" 
·?P . ) 1 ' • _/ way, i.e. against the fla.-~ of traffic. 

-~ { -\..__ ____ __ 

-: ... ~ ; . 
:~. y . .• 

\ 

.:.:~¥~§. _____ ........ ,.-.:.3-
I J?VliJIIMillf r .. ----- --- ··--·. - . . ... . 

r w llif77f41Siii11F During the holidays -we had house guests fran out of town who 
were ticketed c:tnd fined for this infraction. 'flley haC.: never 
heard of such dfl ordinance, although they had lived in 
several cc:mrunities both in California and in other states. 

(They thought perhaps the ordinanC€.: might be the result of a 
neatness fetish.) · 

I understand the thinking behind passage of the ordinance 
originally, involving possible safety hazards of starting a 
car facing against traffic. 1-Ja.,.-ever it S€S1lS to me to be · 
overly protective, especially on residential streets· with . 
little traffic~ In any case, !.t is no rcore danryerous ·than 
starting off frcxn a drive¥cty. 

My real canplaint is of the . unfairness of the ordinance. 
Visitors and newccxrers .to Lodi cannot be expected to be 
aware of such an unusual regulation~>-.The;._visitors, at. . 
least, cannot even makF..t an officiat:.'Qbj.ect.ion, sinCe ~ do­
not wish to return to t..'Ml t.o appear in court.· · 

I think it \«:JUld be nore thc:m adeqUate for police to l.ea,Je··a · .. 
warning explai.ni.ng the ordinance, rather than a ticket:~-

·· .. ·: 

'· · .. ·,··-·. 

It would be even better to forget aboot the whole thln(j arid ' · . · ·· 
repeal the ordinance altogether. · · · 

:i 

T'~k you for your consideration." 

Judy Urdez:wood 
l __ .. 
r 

·., ·: 
.... ·:' 

FollCMing Council discussion, Council referred the rtatitkr to ._:· :::, .. ·t 
City Attorney Stein. -.. ~:~·:\_:?",.:~:; _·~.,~~~)i._;i:·t:·~~%~~-
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. --- ~--------· ·-· - ---·--~·-··-·-----·-· 

EB3 JAN - 5 AM 9· I S 

u 11"'-C ~ lt I= !'11-,C!,~,.::-
~···r .... , ... 

Lorli City Council 
City Hall 

CtTY c:_ER!\ 
Cr;·' '\;: l r\r,t 

I . I ...,, . ~·· .. 

221 West Pin" Street 
Lodi, CA 95240 

Dear Council Metnbers: 

2155 Jerry Lane 
lodi, CA 95240 

Janunry 4, 198.3 

I respectfully ask that you reconsider the enforcement of the 
city ordinance regarding cars parked facing the "wrong'' way, 
i.e. against the flow of traffic. 

Durin- the holidays we had house guests fro~ ~ut of town who 
were ticketed a~d fined for this infraction. They hnd never 
heard of such an ordinance, although they had lived in several 
communities both in California and in other states. 

(~hey thought p~rhaps the ordinance might be the result of a 
neatne6S fetish.) 

I understand the thinkiry behind p_$sage of the ordinance ori­
ginally, involving possible safety hazards of starting a car 
facing against traffic. However it seems to me to be overly 
protective, especially on residential streets with little traf­
fic. In any case, it is no more da~gernus tha~ starting off 
from a drivewav. 

My real complaint is of the unfairness ~f the ordinance. Visi­
tors and newcomers to Loci cannot be expected to be aware of 
such an unusual re1ulation. The visitors, at least, cannot 
even make· an offic~al objaction, since thay do not wish to re­
tur~ to town to appear in court. 

I think it would be mora than adequate for police to l.~~vs a 
warning explaining the ordinance, rather tha:1 a ticket. 

It would be even better to forget about the whole thing and 
repeal the ordinance altogether. 

Thank ycu for your consideration. 

~--~·- c ·~ t-'4.y- L uj.~ 
-- (/ ~~ 

JUDY UNDERWOOD 
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(ltv Ahorney 

January 18, 1983 

Ms. Judy Underwood 
2155 Jerry Lane 
Lodi, California 95240 

Re: Your Letter to Lodi City Council Regarding 
"Wrong Way" Parking within the City of Lodi 

Dear Ms. Underwood: 

The Lodi City Council at its January 5, 1983 meeting, 
referred your January 4, 1983 letter regarding the 
ab0ve-referenced subject matter to this office for 
response. 

califorr::.o Vehicle Code Section 22502(a), a copy of 
whicn is attached hereto, states that except as 
otherwise provided, every vehicle stopped or parked 
upon a roadway where there are adjacent curb5, shall 
be stopped or parked with the ri'Jht-hand wheels of 
such vehicle parallel with and w1.thin 18 inches of 
the right~hand'curb. The exceptions provided relate 
to among others, motorcycles and commercial vehicles. 

Further, the Vehicle Code states in Section 22502(b) 
the exceptions relating to commercial vehicles, however, 
stating that that section shall not be construed to 
permit any vehicle to stop or park upon a roadway in 
a direction opposite to that in which traffic normally 
moves upon that 'half of the road\-ray on which such 
vehicle is stopped or parked. 

Under the provisions of the California Vehicle Code, 
except as otherwise expressly provided, the provisions 
of said Code are applicable and uniform throughout the 
state and in all counties and municipalities therein, 
and no local authority may enact or enforce any ordinance 
on the matters covered by ~he Code unless expressly 
authorized therein. 
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Ms. Judy Underwood 
Page Two - January 18, 1983 

I trust that tLe foregoing will explain the City's 
position in the requirements of enforcing the pro­
visions of the Calif0rnia Vehicle Code within the 
boundaries of the City of Lodi. 

Please do not hesitate to contact me if you have 
any further questions in regard to this or any other 
matter. 

RHS:vc 

attachment 

Sincerely yours, 

<::::SC:_, 
RONALD M. STEIN 
City Attorney 



§ 22500 VEHICLE CODE 

upon 1\ bridg-e wht•re sldewlllks nre provlclt•cl, when uuthorl7.ed ""' locul nuthorhles 
pursuant to ordinnnce, Kncl f'Xet~pt that local nuthorhle!4 Jmtsun;1t to onlinun~ or 
the J:X>partment <>f • • • TtUIINJIOrtntlon pursuant to nnler, within their ~<!SJ>f'C· 

live jurl!ldi<-tlons, mny l>f'rmit parkin" on l~riclt;t·!l hnvlnJ: 11lth•wnlks, nncl shoulder~ 
or ,;ufflcif'nt width to llf'rmit pnrklng without lut!'r(t•rlnp: with the nonuul mo,·ement 
•. r tratrlc on the roadway. IAwnlnuthorlties may hy nrdln:\llet• or n·solutlou permit 
parkin~: nn Ruch hrldgcN on !Illite hlghwn.)"s In thdr n•sl.>ect.,·c juristllctlonll if the 
ordln:naet! or rl'~lutlon Is fll"llt nppron•d In wrltlnJ: by the D\'partm••nt or • • • 
Trunl!portntlon. Pnrklng shnll not be permltlt'cl unl£'11!4 thert~ nre sl~~:n11 In Jllnce UN 

may bt• n~·Msnry to lndicntc the JlrO\"i~ionl! or lol'l\1 ordinances or the ortl<>r of the 
Department or • • • Transportation. 

(Amt>nded by Stnts.1Pi2, c. 401.1, p. et\2, f 3; StlilR.Hfi4, c. [145, p. 1324, I 20.1.) 

Local re!r'Alatlon ..-.r electric carla on "Ide­
walk".,..,., 1 21100. 

1972 AmendfTient. Added to •ubd. (() an 
exc .. f•tlon or electric c-arts. 

11174 Amendment. Substltut'ld l>epart­
ment or "Tran .. portaUon·· tor '"Public 
\\"orlca··. 

Law Review Commentaries 
Constitutionality or ordinance authorh:lng 

us" of .. denver hoot .. to Immobilize llle~ally 
parked motor vehicles. (1978) U A.B.A.J. 
757. 

I 22501. Local regulatiOII of atat• highways 

:-;o ordlnanet> ena<"tl"<l by IO<'Rl authorlth~'' purstutnt to ~ubdi\"islon!l (E') and (k) 
ot St>Ctlon 22500 or Section 22007.2 11hall become ertecth·e as to any Mtate hlgbwny 

"'Nithout prior submls..<don to nnd appronti by the l>l•pnr~ment oi TmnsportHtlon In 
the sntr.e rnnnnt>r 1111 rt"QIIIrt'il by ~;*'<'tlon 21 HH. :-;othlng rontainetl In this m~ctlon 
an-1 M"<"tlon 22!'",()() shall be constrU{'II ns nllthorl7:.1ng locnl authoritie-s to ennct le~tls· 

latlon which 114 rontrary to the pro,·lslons or Sections 2'l!'i12 and 25301. 
(Amendl'd by StHts. !974, c. M5, p. 1325. § 204: Stats.1980, c. 158, p. -, I 1, urgeu­
cy. eft. June 11, 1980.) 

I 22502. Curb parking; local ordinances; exception 

(a) Except u oth<'rwl,.e pro\"ldetl In this chapter eYery n•hide l'topl>f'tl or parkt'd 
upon n roadwuy where th!'re are itdjllet!nt .:nrh~ 11hnll he Ktoppe«.l or parked with 
tbe rlghFhand wheels of ~uch vehicle parallt-1 with ·and within 18 Inches or th(! 
right-hand curb, ex<-ept that motorcycles 11hnll be pnrkl'd with nt lenst one wheel 
or r,,nder touching the rlght-hnud curb. \\'here no c,u·bs or bnrrl(•r!l hound any 
tWQ-WilY roadway, rlght-hnnd r•arallel pRrklng Is rt>qulred uni(•J<.., otberw'«e lndl-

t::ated. 
(b) The pro,·hdons of subdh·lslon (n) or (£') tlo not apply to a commercial ,·ehlcle 

If a ,·nriatlon from the requirements of subdh-lslon (a) or (e) ill ren!lonably neces­
sary to accomplish the loadlnq: or unloading or merchancllt~e or piUisengers on, or 
trorn, such vehicle and while anything connected with ~<uch loading, or unlvacllng, 
Ia ~ng executed. 

ThiR KuWh·lslon shall not be constnt.-d to permit any ,·ehlde to stop or park 

upon a roadwllJ' In a direction oppcmlte to thnt In which trnrrtc normally moves 

upon that half ot the roadway on whl•:h such ,·ehlcle Is stoppt>d or pRrked. 

(c) Notwithstanding the pro,·lxlons of subdh·!!llon (b), local 1\Uthorltles may, by 
ordlnnnce, prohibit comm~rclal \"ehlcleR from !>topping, parking, or standing on one 
aide of a roadway In a buslne• dlatrlct with the • • • wheelll or such vehicle 
more tban 18 Inches from tbe • • • curb. The ordinance shall be -effective 
only It slgns are placed In the Rreas to which It Is uppllcable clearly Indicating the 
probJbltlon. 

(d) Tble section does not apply to vehkles of a public utility when 1ruch ve­
hlcl~ are being used In <"Oilnt>Ctlon with the operation, mulntenan~. or repair of 
facilities of the piJbllc utlllty or are being used In conn*'<'tlon with pro,·ldlng publlr­
udllty service. 

(e) lJpon a onP-woy rond.vny, vehicles may ~..e stnppP<~ or parked as proTided In 

subtHvlsion (a) or with the h•Ct-hnu~ wheels parHilel to and within 18 lncues or the 

Underline lndlcat11 chang~& or addltlona by am•c1dm111t 

10 

.I 
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I 225()3. 

Local authorities 
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1971 Am~ndment. 
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Inserted the cltlilae 

I 22504. 
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