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,CITY'COUNCIL MEETING 
.-~. JA~UARY 19, 1983 , 
City Clerk Reimche presented a letter which had been received 
froll' the Department of Water Resources re ~later Well 
Standards - State of California. 
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DEPARTMENT OF WATER RESOURCES 
P.O. lOX
IACIAMIHrO ,.. 
(916)445-9248 

OtC .a.3 1982 

Dear Council Members: 

IDMUNO G. MOWN Ja.. C• ••-

RECEIVED 

198Z· OEC 2 0 AM IQ: 3 0 

&ICE M. REIMCHE 
. ,CITY CLERK 

CrTY OF LOO: 

This letter is being sent to the boal'd~ o! supervisors o! all 
counties and the city councils o! all the cities in Cali!ornia. 
Its subject is one which we !eel should be o! collective, as 
well as individual, concern. 

Last June we released our Bulletin 74-81 : "Water Well Standards : 
State o! California", a revised set o! standards !or drilling and 
abandoning water wells in California (an earlier version was 
issued in 1968). Standards tor the construction o! water wells 
and the destruction o! abandoned wells can aid in the protection 
ot our ground water resources !rom pollution and contamination. 
Further, the establishment and implementation of well construction 
standards will provide consumers more assurance that wells are 
likely to require less maintenance and thus lower operating costs. 

Since 1968, when the Department published its !irst well standards 
bulletin, 30 counties and 132 cities have passed well drilling 
ordinances. However, as in all !ields o! endeavor, methods, 
materials and equipment have changed ~ the field o! well construc
tion. .Uso, experiences with applying the earlier standards have 
prompted some revision to them. 

Accordingly where standards are now in e!!ect, consideration 
should be given to revising them to re!lect the modifications 
presented in this bulletin. Perhars you are alre~ contemplating 
such a change and, in !a.ct, I recall thAt several ordinances are 
written to automatically incorporate published revisions. 

To those counties and cities that do not yet employ well standa..:"';'ds, 
I urge you to consider enacting well construction ordinances to 
preserve the quality of your ground water supplies for the bene.f"it 
o! your constituents. 

Sincerely, 

Robie 
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11EHORANOUH. City of Lodi • Public Works Department 

TO: Public Works Director 

FROI1: Associate Civil Engineer 

DATE: January I 0. 1983 

SUBJECT: State Water Well Standards and City Ordinance 

I have reviewed the December 13. 1982. letter from the Department of Water 
Resources concerning the new Water Well Standards adopted by the State. 
(Bulletin No. 74-81)· We originally reviewed the bulletin in June of 1982 
when It was received and found that our practices concerning drilling of 
new water wells were not affected. We are constantly looking for ways 
to Improve our techniques in drilling water wells and when a change Is 
contemplated. we review it with the appropriate State Health Department 
officials. 

With regards to our Ordinance. Chapter 26A of the City Code covers water 
wells and was originally written with little specific detail regarding 
well construction. therefore. changes are not necessary at this time. 

If the City Manager or Council have any questions regarding our water well 
practices. we will be glad to answer them or put together a general 
presentation. 

SJ;!Jckl' 
Richard C. Prima, Jr. }-
Associate Civil Engineer 

RCP/vp 




