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City Clf'rk Rt'irrht.' presented a Resolution •-.rhich had been 
rP<:"e i ved f rcrn the C i t y of I.akf:"W())(i cndors i.ng the Court 
RL•form Iruti<ltive with a letter encouraging the City of Locli 
to ad0pt a sum 1 ar n'SO 1 ut ion. 

Fo1lowinq discussion, on rrotion of Mayor Pro TCFpOre Snider, 
Hei.d second, Counci i adopted Resolution N0. 84-008 - A 
Re£">0lution of the City Counril of tht:> City of Locli endorsing 
the' Court Ref0rm Initiative. 
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Jdnuary 17, 1984 

Dear City Clerk: 

P.n.1l 1-. /.•·11rp·r 
,,,,\111 

The Lakewood City Counci 1, at its regular meetinq held January 
10, 1984, adopted Resolution No. 84-l by the following title: 

RESOLUTION NO. 84-l; A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL 
OF THE CITY 0~ LAKEl>iOOO ENDORSING THE COURT REFORM 
INITIATIVE 

Enl.J.osed is a copy of Resolution No. 84-3 and a face sheet 
regarding this issue. 

We encourage your City Council to consider adopting a similar 
resolution. 

'~!!(cerely j / 
\, ~,l ..... ~"'P'~U.... 

, J ck Huntsinger 
ity Clerk 

JH/klb 

Enclosures 



RESOLUTION NC. 84-3 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THe CITY 
OF LAKEWOOD ENDORSING THE COURT REFORM 
INITIATIVF 

WHEREAS, the administration of cdminal justice has beeome 
incre~singly cumbersome in Cal~fornia under the weight of unnec
essary delays and prohibitive costs caused by court ineffi
ciency; and 

WHEREAS, the Ca 1 if orn i a court sys tern is hampered by the 
search for technical imperfections in criminal cases which 
permit guilty criminals to obtain reversals of -:::onvictions to 
commit new crimes and create new victims; and 

WHEREAS, the federal judicial system already employs a jury 
selection process which strearr.lines the search for a fair and 
impartial jury without permitting t.1e unlimited questioning of 
jurors permitted by California co~rtn; and 

WHEREAS, reforms in the preliminary hearing 
jury indictments and less-than-unanimous verdicts 
time and taxpayer co&ts while protecting the 
equality cf criminal justice; and 

process, grand 
w 111 save both 

fairness and 

WHEREAS, technical delays in the trial process E'scalate the 
cost of court cases and reinforce the principle that justice 
delay"d is justiee denied; and 

WHEREAS, denial of parole or probation can be an eifective 
deterrent to further criminal activity if denial is made 
promptly; and 

WHEREAS, the criminal court initiativu would permit judges 
to revoke probation, allow the Bo.ud of Prison Terms to order 
paroles revoked, restore the Grand Jury in indictments, adopt 
the federal jury seh~ction process, permit less-than-unanimous 
jury verdicts in most cases, make continuances difficult to 
obtain, rec'uce the number of technical defense motions during 
preliminary hearings, and curtail time-consuming private 
questiouing of jurors in death penalty cases; and 

WHEREAS, the initiative does not impair the civil rights of 
any defendant; and 
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Resolution No. 84-3 
Page Two 

WHEREAS, the 1..'ity Council Legislative Advocacy Committee, 
on January 6, 1984, recommended endorsement of the "criminal 
court initi~tive"; 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CIT\' COUNCIL of the 
City of Lakewood that the city endorse the goals of the Court 
Reform Initiative; and 

FURTHER, that the city Counc i 1 urge Lakewood residents to 
read the criminal court initiative and beco 'e better infarmed 
about its goals and positive effects; and 

FURTHER, that the city clerk is directed to circulate 
certified copies of this resolution to other California cities 
r~questing ~dditional endorsements 

ADOPTED AND APPROVED this lOth day of January, 1984. 

ATTEST: 



Fact Sheet~ 

H ~) dws tlv C.alifurnia rourt ~·Jtf'm 
rtnJ rrjonrt? 

But is11't tlw -rcltfur jwtin ,_.. 
iwtpvrnnl t·\nn nw»ttJ'-' 

WltJ· d.-1 tlw jvry wl«-tima prucru 
rwttl fo 6r strramlirwl? 

-~ .. 

Better Public Safety 
Thruugh Cmtrt Rifonn 

Our aniuauvc would 

prnmt judgrs to pmmpth rt"vokt probation when an mdtviduall·ommus 

a ''"'' crirnt 
2 prnnit tiM' Board of Pri!4m T rnn5 or od'<'r appropriate agrncy to ttVvkc 

parok promptly wht'n an md1vtduallurnMtls a nrw t nmr 
3 rt:.tort' pnwrr of (;rand.Jury mtlu-tn·tnt~ 
4 adopt a practtcc ~tnular to thr FrdrraJ rnrthCid .,f J''" M"IN·tton 
~ follc;w the- lc:ad ;t( othe-r ~l.1trs in rtquirin~t a lcs."' than unani·RK'US jury 

verdict for at-quittaJ or con\iction (rxc ept in sprnal nnumstam·t'S) 
6. makt conunuam·t's mnn· diflil-uh fur cnhrr party to obtam 
1. rtdUl·t Vt:'f) trchntt<~l drfrnsr motions dt:nng Prdirnina!Y Hcarin~t 

prcl(('cdin!{S 
8 t·urutlumr·nmsurntn!( pn~ atr qursllollln!( of .1uron m cira:h prru-ity caJC'S 

TM administration of JUStice has ~-•-•mt tncrcuingly c•Jm~nornt in 
California. Unn«ett-ary coun dc-lay1 arc dishcanrning to victims, wit~s. 
law offKen, pro~-uton, and judges. And, thr juatic:e p~11 has b«omc 
prohibitively npcnaive. 

TM 1973 trial o!Juan Corona cott tome $.SOO,OOO. His rte('nt retrial c=ost 

some $t 6 million' Cost~ in the HiUsid· Strangkr tria! hav~ already n;:achcd 
$1.2 million And. thr ~nd is noc in sight 1lK' Cnminal Departrntnc of' the 
LOll An~ln Counry :'uprrior Court now cosh av~r $4,000 per clay. 

Of counr, no experut' ahouM be spared in the cktt>rmination of truth Jl.l'd the 
fair admini~tration of justice. Nor should thr rights ,f ddr:xi&nt.» be violat~. 

Bur Catifonai•'• crin,inaJ juatkc l)'ltt'm h.u dc~~ratcd rrom a IC'Udl 

for the truth into a acan:h fer tccluUa.l impcrfectiona. Guilry criminAls 
obt.in rtVenals of wnv~etions. Crirnt victims and liOCif!'ry pay through new 
victiml.t.atiOI'tS. 

But jullic~. though du~ to thr acnncd, ii due to the acr.uJCr 
also. Thr cn~pt of faimno; must not bto strainro till it ia 
nam:M'ed to a fil&mcnt. W C: &n IO ltttp fhr baJAn•:c true. 
Snydr.v. MtuJDCiw.#tl6, 291 US 97, 122 (1934). 

Rt'Crnt California SuprtnM' Co\11'1 ruhngs hav.- grr.atJy ill(rc&!C:d the time and 
costs n«r.ssary w tekt't a jury by allowing unlimited queauoning of ~tive 
juron by anorm;·s In Vt'ntura Counry, lor cxAJnpk, jury JC!tttion time: in 
l'k•n·dc.,th penaltv cAlC's lw inc~&ltt-d 138 pcrctnt since 1976. Jury edection 
in the H1llsi<k Strangler CAM' look !our month\ and in ont' Rivcr&icle County 
mvroer trW, jul) IIC'Icction look fivt montha. 

( continued ) 



K 'MI will IN J1fllPMti "fforrru flo 
ill Wnn.t .. jury ,.,..,.,...? 

K 1.at ,_. t1w Gro.rttl Jury '>"""' i...,..., ift C4lijortUta.> 

' '\.lr 

....... CONti~IWrtc.l nl.\tr &Jtoltal«<6)· 
la1 lMII llrt:711i_, jfny W'l'lltct.r.? 

CaHiornia will (oUow the: Federal pra .. ticc: where: judcc:a 
aJk qu•nliona tubmiuc:d by the: law)•en. This still allc•ws tht-
ddc:ndant to lx uinJ b~ a faar and imputiaJ juf)· but timc:- and rx.pt""nw
art' grc:atl~· ITtiuu·d 

A IT«"l"O: Gove-rnor\ srud-. tn Nl"w York rstimau:·d that :~t1optinR thr Frdt-ral 
sntl"m in 1hat !ltalr would m«"an •cnaltullC' !lavings t"qUi,·alt"nl to thl" "'·nrl. 
product of 2ti additional judgl"~ • 

Again, the- Callfurma S•JVITm«" Cour. has rule-d that dt-ft"ndanb JIT l"Ti!itlrd 
to a prl"'immM) hc:armg C'\'l"nthough the- Grand _lui)· has tssucd an indir!mc:nt 
with probable au K' E!\torntially, thi' ruling slows thr administration ci JUSt iCC' 
and inCITAKS t.~r t.upaytr's burdt-n Thr prThmmar" hearing unnrl'Msaril~ 
duplicate• the work of tht Grand Jury 

ln one C&IC', ttlf' Grand Juf)· ir.suc:d an 1nd1Ctmc:nt m St"pu:mbt-r 1981 The
eight ckft'mhnb S\!f"t'n<if.rTd in that •amr month Tht-v wc-rr arrat!(h<"d m 
Octobe-r 1981 (two of tht" drf«-nd~nu plradt'd guilt\) Bl"T. thc: prrhmtrtaf\ 
hranng. origm..ul) K'l for Dt-crmbC'r 1981. ha!~ now ht'C'n continunJ fh·t" 
timn' Th" nut prdumnary hC'arm~ h.u t)('c-n sch:-dulc:d for Augmt 198:\ 
Tl'K- ITsuh ''a prt>,nbl" loss of .oppmxamatdv SIOO.OOO w far. 

~') Th" t'nitcd State:• Suptcmc: Court has rule-d that l~n than unanimout 
verdicts arc: Constitut·ion~.Jolln.ron &•. l.ouisitana. 406 l" S ~!>6. 92 S.Ct. 
1620 ( !9i2). In fact. Or:-gon and U>uisiana foliO\' sut'h a syttcm and it has 
worked wdJ without jropamszing W rights of tht: ll{'C\IJord 

A ve-rdict of 10 ;o 2 or H !o I in cnmmal u~ for acqu1ttal or con,·iction 
dor.s not mean that cnmmaJs would go ff't'C' or innocent pe-rsons bt- can,·ictrd. 
h doC's mean thr C:ttpt'nstvc retrials which now ITsuh from hun~t juri~f would 
bC' a\·oickd Thr coM ;, ammc:nK and tht-IT ;, tht: tl"rribiC' prt"Uu«" on thC' 
victim and witllC'stors wh0 mu\1 un<krgo a K"<:Ond ollkal 

In dc:ath pt"nalt)' ca.ws, howC"·c:r. unanimous \'crdicu would stiU be ~uin-d 

Thnc reforms wtNid aubatantiaUy allniatr the problt'm of unMCt'U&ty 
cklay no..-· affiic:tin1 our c-ourtt, corrc:ctin1 botden«ks i,n tiM jutti«' 
ayatem which llow down lM proccu or pe-rmit lk'lmc dc:IC'nH' ~ttorncya to 
tlow h down. 



• .. 
INITIATIVE MEASURE TO BE SUBMITTED DIRECTLY TO THE VOTERS 

The Attorney General of California has prepared the following title and summary or the chid purpose and 
points or the proposed measure: 

CRIMINAL COURT PROCEDURES. INITIATiVE CQNSTITUfiONAL AMENDMENTS AND ~IAT· 
UTES. CJaances criminal court procedures reprdlna jury selection. continuances. admissible eviclence. 
prob8tloa and parole revocation, grand juries, and other matten. Among other changes. pro,· Ides agree
ment of 10 Jurors is suf'Ddent for criminal \-erdkf• except In death penalty c:ases; authorizes hcanay 
evidence before lf'8lld jury or at preliminary examinations as basis for ftndlngs and restricts evidence 
praented to that llftded to show suflldent cause to belie"ie defendant committed an offense; e•pands 
judldal CODtrol of Jury examination; requires showing or good t'Buse for continuances; restrkls motions 
made prior to or at preUmlnary examinations. Summary or estimate by Legislative Analyst and Dfn:c:tor or 
Finance or lllcallmpad on state and local governments: The v11rious provisions of this mea..:;ure could affect 
the Jen&da and number or criminal proceedings (grand Jury hearings. preliminary hearings. and trials} and 
the Jen&da or Incarceration of dd'endants for whom probation or parole Is revoked. Some of these clhanges 
prob8bSy would resuh In saviP.iS to ~ate and l«al governments. especially those relating to non-unanimous 
jury wnlkts. and the jury ~lon process. Other provisions. partkularly those lnv,:vlng probatkm an.A 
parole revocation. could result In additional costs to state and local governments. Given the data avallab~ at 
this time. hIs not possi~ to determine the measure•s nscallmpact on stat .. :tnd local governments. 

To the Honora~ Secretary or Sta!4: af California: 
\Ve, the undenlgned. registered. oualined voten of California. residents of 

County (or City ar.d County). hereby propo.w amendments to the ConstltutiN. or Calift.mtia and the 
Callfontfs Penal Code. relatin1to Criminal court reforms and petition the Secretary or State to submit 
the sa•e to the voters or California for their adoption or rejection at the next succeedlna 
general electtcn or at any special statewide election held prior to the general election or otherwise 
provtdtd by law. The proposed constitutionalrnd statutory amendmenl'l read as follows: 
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REOOLU'l'IOO NO. 84-008 

'A RESOUTriON OF THE CITY COUNCIL 01-, THE 
CITY OF I..rol fMX>RSING THE CXXJRr REFDRM 
INITIATIVE 

WIIrnFAS, the co.dministration of criminal justice has becare 
increasingly CUI'T'bersare in California under the ..veight of unnecessary 
delays and prohibitive costs caused by court inefficiency; and 

WHE:RFM;, the California court system is harrpered by the search 
for technical inperfectic;,s in criminal cases which permit guilty 
criminals to ootain rever:sals of convictions to ccmni.t new crimes and 
create l"k..">W \"ictims; and 

WHEREAS, the federal judicial system already errploys a jury 
selectia1 process which streamlines the search for a fair and 
.irrpartial jury without permitting the unlimited questioning of jurors 
permitted by California courts; and 

\-mERFJ\5, reforms in the preliminary hearing process, grand jury 
indict.trents and less-than-unaninous verdicts will save both time and 
taxpayer costs while protectinq ~ fairness and equality of criminal 
justice; and 

~, technical delays in the trial process escalate the cost 
of court cases and reinforce the principle that justice delayed is 
justice denied; and 

WHEREAS, denial of parole or probation con be an effective 
deterrent to further criminal activity if denial is made prarptly; and 

WHERFAS, the cri."llinal court initiative '-UUld pennit judges to 
revoke probatioo, allow the Board of Prison Terms to order paroles 
revoked, restore the Grand Jury in indictlnents, adq>t the federal jury 
selectioo process, permit less-than-unanincus jury verdicts in IroSt 
cases, make continuances diff icnl t to cbtain, reduce the nU'I'ber of 
technical defense nntions during preliminary hearings, and curtail 
t.ine-coosuning private questioning of jurors in death penalty cases; 
and 

WHEREl\5, the initiative does not iirpair the civil rights of any 
defendant; and 

WHERFJ\S, the City Council legislative Mvocacy Comrl.ttee, on 
Januaxy 6, 1984, reccmnendcd enck:JrserrE>.nt of the "cr.imi.nal court 
initiative"; 



N<l'l, THEREroRE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CIT'{ <DUNCIL of the City of 
l£Xli that the city endorse the goals of the Co.·rt Refoxm Initiative: 
and 

f'URI'HER, that t.he City Council urge Lodi residents to read the 
criminal court initiative and becare better inforned about its goals 
and positive effects. 

Dated: February 1, 1984 

I hereby certif-y that Resolution No. 84-008 was p:::!ssed 
and adopted by the City Counci 1 of the City 0f I.OOi in a 
regular meeting held February 1, 1984 by the follCMi.ng vote: 

Ayes: Council Menbers - Pinkerton, Murphy, Reid, Snider, 
and Olson (Mayor) 

Noes: Council Menbers - None 

Abse.:1t:· COuncil ~1ercbers - None 

84-008 


