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DISCUSSION REGARDING
NEWSPAPER ARTICLE
CITING LODI GRAPE .
FESTIVAL ELBCTRIC
UTILITY CHARGES

CC-16
‘CC-51(d)

CITY COUNCIL MEETING
FEBRUARY 4, 1987

An article appeared in the Lodi News Sentinel February 4,
1987 pertaining to a rent hike at the Lodi Grape Festival
grounds which has city merchants looking at alternate sites
for future flea markets. In the article Graeme Stewart,
Manager of the Lodi Grape Fes. .val, was quoted as saying
that their electricity bills have Jjumped fram $600 to
$1,400 a month. Following an inquiry by Council Member
Snider, City Manager Peterson reported that information was
not correct, in fact, utility bills in the aggregate for

the festival were lower in 1986 than 1985,

-




North County Supervisor George

ty Board of Supervisors Tuesday.

pald out, according to Sanchez.,

.'* More than 50 percent of the

Barber told the San .foaquin Coun-'.kdmrlct s budget has alrcady been

bR S S LA s o e s

“campuses. Today's plece centers
on counseling at the }unlor high
level,

& achooi.
} Woodbridge School with coun-

‘selor assigned 19’ dach’ middle’:
Gomerz shares duties al

ress so that class scnedulm oo
be assigned accordingly -
student’s grade point aversge

B R S ik R e ek S st i bl i
time. , K o more, this year, That amount, he Ing service programs &t Lo § TR MU LUUDNLCIUE Y R i TR C
Y oel've been nou!lod by the - \uld. ‘will be paid in lncr;menu ~§ Unifled Schooi District’s elemen- 7% must siit through seas of red. iriends. The Tcounselory atss § . ,
“rauditor that they're destitute,”.-fand not tnone lump sum. I tary. junior high and high school Lape, There is at JukaQo coun. monltor student jearning prey-

e The board s scheduled to -{. Thornton residents have seen fi- ] . : ‘”f 4 selor Pat Droutn, drops helow a 2.0 or 'C* average.
- discuss the troubled district the nanclnl probiems looming in the | ‘By T()\l\ll'ml\(rs ; “This 18 a good age for aletter goeshome. 1 ;
' -next time the supervisors meet. . ¢ future for some time, The county ‘News-Sentine] stalf hrlwr scounseling,'t sald Gomez, a.  There's good parent participa--
Allen Baron!, member of the fire ~ has already loaned the district |77 Junior high school students \‘ third-year counselor whose. "ton, too, sald Gorez. *') -
district’s board of directors, aald  $36,000 and funds have continued to  {° often don't know if they're com- "Woodbridge School  office is, percent of parents are recep

"'($15.000) would be cutting It 'moncy, according to Barber may | -or ‘are preparing to enter high 7 “They're kids.” sald Phyllls. - don'l excuse studenis’ behavior School, students were told to
. real close,’” he said, but it would preve difficult. The amount of school. * Gomez, & counselor al Wood- but we understand it." come in and get s kiss {rom their
. help the district make it through .money the county can lend the It is s {ransition time made bridge and Hougton middie The counselors help students  counselor as part of National
; the remaining months nf the (llcu district Is regulated by state law. even fmore dilficull by the ° schopis. “We have m uy to . solidily a good self-image either School&oumcllnu Week

commitice members hope lo get 8,

$15,000 loan from the county.

year.

While waiting to learn the {ate o(
the district, Thornton Flre De

Feshval

By DIANNE BARTH
NewweSentine] staf¢ writer

‘dwindle. -
I Getting the county to loan more

" :Whether the district has reached

1u Lmit was not known Tuesday, &
((COHUDUOGOHB&CKPIB‘} ?‘
s“ ;:\a;';‘; X -

grounds

,.f,..a day to $2,000, uid Cec() Ditlog, premdenl of lhe

s Chamber.

- Ing or going. They've either Just
gollen out of elementary school

dramatic emotional and physical
changes they are experiencing. .,

¥ As hard as thay may ly to
* look and act ber and their years,,

remember that."”
. Middie school counselors ‘g0

e

- through group or
“therapy., The children are of-

shugrled foto a portable traller.
We serve as o bufler zone, We :

tndtvidual

to the counseiing program.’
Monday at Woodbridge =

dedle

Everyone was supposed to .
(Conunued on Back Pnge)

Wit A e,

lhr«w rents.

“waid Marh

YEver ©

awwﬂiwke 1uyoetoornuchf;

Ay knows what their product is wortn.”

Last year, the {lea marked, u)&;x)mormi by the

he ganl “We just have enormous expenses thil we

A rent hike at the Lodi Grape Festival gmunds has
city merchants threatening to take their m million
flea market elsewhere.

What the daily rate hike means to the flea”
" markets, which require one full day to set up, is 3
- mimmum of $4.000 per event this year In 1985, the
Members of the Lodi Dnlnc( Chnmbt'r of Com- auociallon paid §2,000 per event
merce Ketail Merchants Association said Tuesday - "The merchants have organized a commiltee o
they may pull their twice-yearly flea markets out of  Jook into the feasibihity of renting the grounds,
the festival grounds and hold the cvems downtown or. . noted Dillon. "1f we keep increasing our rent hy $500
a8t Hutchins Streel Square. © < each year, it will very 8001 No longer be cost-effecs
The association negotiated with the Grape Festival 'live forus.” - - whal we would really bike is some special considera-
Board of Directors earlier this year over use of the > Bob Marti, owner o{ Village House Furniture, is°  tion by the festival board,” nated Dillon “"We roel the
rrounds at Lockeford Street and Cherokee Lane, chamnal)wreuder s committee. ., Nea markets should be treated as an exception.”’
However, merchanis were not told that the cost for . . “Everybody has to do what they have to 1o} o get -

retailers and the Chamber, grossed $20,000, Half of
the gross went for expenses. [nllon said
The other $10,000 was sprat op city promotions and
contributions to such civic projects as Lodt Memonial
o Hesptal, Hanot Foundatior, Crime Stoppers, the
;. Dial-A-Ride program, playground equipment and the
city s Chrstmas decorations
“We put a lol hick into the communsty, and | guess

can'tcover any other way."'
Stewart said the rent hike is not exorbitant come
puared to other nsing costs dowtown
“And we are tied by the L gislature, by state taw
Cyou cannol charge Jess than whal it costa you Lo opr
-erate." noted Stewart,
<" During lhe past two years, those costy have siy-
‘rocketed at the festival grounds, accoling 1o
Stewart, who reported insurance paymenti ilone
went from $5,000 1o $39,000 a vear.
Electricity bills have jumped from W0 lo $1 40 a
month, he said.
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“We are faced with these huge
expenses thal we cannot control,”
said Stewart. “‘Last vear, we bare-
l¥ covered those expenses.”

Stewart estimated it costs an
average of $500.000 a year to keep
the festival grounds going. On an
average vear, the festival grounds
earn $400,000 to $417,000.

Last vear, the festival board
charged $1.500 per day for ex-
clusive use of the grounds and was
unable to make any surplus money
te pay for improvements. Stewart
said. ' ¢

This year, the rent will increase
by $506 a day to cover the cost of
paint. construction repairs and
landscaping at the grounds, ac-
cordirg to Stewart.

The festival grounds will receive
$85.000 from the state because it is
Sar Joaquin County's offictal coun-
ty fair, but the remainder of the
funding must come from rents, the
Spring Win> Show in April and the
Grape Festival in September.,

**We have to come up with more
than  §400,000 ourselves,” notea
Stewar!. :

Likewise, the retailers’ outside
costs for putting on the flea
markets have gone up.

= “Clean-up alone costs $1,500."
noted Lodi jeweler John Borelli.
‘past president of the Chamber.
3. 'Once our prices go up, it is just
" going to snowball.”

* The retail association prides
“itself in not raising the entrance

" “fee of 56 cents in more than four

» 1?'3"?-"3"' T, . Sl
Meteorite Hits Woman ]
More than 50 tons of meteorite

v-“And we d_on't wén; to leave the

-"material fall on our planets daily,

© but the only known human casual-
.ty was an Alabama woman bru-
ised on the hip in 1954 when a
‘meteorite fell through her roof.
(CNS) “rr v - et
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festival, it is ideal. it’s covered. it’s
fenced. it's perfect,” said Borelli.
“But it costs too much.”

A myriad of 150 different events
from recreational vehicle outings
to Hot Rod weekends to the Festj-
vai and Wine Show, comprises the
bulk of the grape fest.val board's
annual funding. But income can
change with the weather.

An early cold and some raintall
dampened festival attendance in
September, and ticket earnings
dropped. according to Stewart. -

“We go through bad vears like =

the last one and have to make up
for them,™ said Stewart. “Like we
hope this vear's golden anniver-
sary for the Grape Festival wil]
make up for what we lost in the
fail.”

Additionally. the festival board
must address its responsibility
bevond the Lodi city limits. As the
official county fair “our obligation
isto the county,” noted Stewart.

“We are nol here just for the
Chamber or a small group, we
have a broader responsibility,” he
said. L

Stewart said a citywide study
revealed that events held at the
Grape Festival grounds brought $6
miiiion into the community last
year.

“"Hoetels, restaurants, every kind
of service wins through the festi-
val.” said Stewart. R
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taxes. (e proposal.. which was-
veted en in 3 epecia) mailin elece

tion, ca” ! for 2 per-square-foot

tax te ‘ted on area structures

BLwarve WL

% it failed bhecause

INCrease was oo

£ sabd pesidents and county
0ifitiais are now working to con-
rive a less threat>ning tax in-
crease.

Barber said a 3-cent-per-square-
foot tax might be acceplable to the
tax pavers.

Baroni declined to say what in-
crease is being considered but he
did say the board and area resi-
dents are continuing to work on the
possibility.

Any property tax increase would
have to be approved by a two-
thirds vole. .

-<.1 don't see any real problem,”
he said Tuesday. “I{’s pretty much

. drawn up:"Now we just want to

"make sure we get the rates right ™

Baroni said residents could be
asked to vote on the increase by
eariy May.

As long as the paperwork ap-
proving the lax is completed by
August, he said, the district would
be able to get funding for the com-
ing fiscal vear., :
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Come Home To River Garden

_River Garden features:
& Distinctively decorated, fully furnished rooms

with aircond

special diets.
B Private decks,

outlets for phone and TV,
® Three delicious meals daily. Provisions for

itloning, carpeting, intercom,

secluded courtyards, Deautiful”
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