
i 

\ 
• 

COUNCIL REQUESTS 
REPORT ON 
WOUNDING OF 
LODI POLICE 
Ot'FICEH 
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ITY COUNCIL MEETING 

MARCH 18, 1981 

Following introduction of the mutter by Council- [ 
man lluqh<!s, the City Clerk was directed to appri~ 
the appropriute persons of the Council's dircctio~. 
that it receive from the Chief of Police a 
report on the recent wounding of n Lodi Pol icc 
Officer, and suggestions as to how similar 
nccidents could be prevented in the future. 
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HENI'!Y A_ (,lJ\Vf'. 

To: 

From: 

Subject: 

POLICE DEPARTMENT 

1JO WEST ELM STRHT 
l.ODI, CAUFOKNIA 95240 

(209) )68-0616 

fJ.arch 27, 1981 

Henry A. Glaves, City •-1ano9or 

l-t1rc Yates, Chief of Pol ice 

Report- Office•· ~bcario Garcia's Injuries 

MAJK: YATf~ 

(h.~l of P~..>l·c~ 

As instructed, the following pertains to the circumstances surrounding the 
gunshot wound received by Officer c~1rcia. I must prefaco this report with 
the foct that it is on active case and tho less publicity it receives prior 
to trial Is in the best interests of all concerned. 

In rotrospoct, the information writte~ In tho newspaper Is o very close 
~CCOLJnt of tho circumstar1cos involved. Tt1oro are a numbor of reports or 
all off leo's Involved, but " shod synopsl•; follows: 

Off leer Gnrcia's injury w;,s received on ~hrch 14, 1981; the 
case i11volving a definite negligence on his part in tho! he 
lai led to follow proper searching procedures consisten1 with 
tt1o tr,,lnlng he t1~s r·eccivod. 

Tho events beg~n witl1 tho wile of 1ho susroct comin9 to t.PD, 
requostln~Jiln officer accomp~ny her to her home 1o pick Uf) 

somB por·sonnl belongings, DS she was loaving her husband. 
She procN;clocl to tho homo by taxi ( loavlng the pickup I ruck 
she was driving parked on Elm St•·eot). The property she 
wished to take was Gblalned with very little problem other 
than the nor·mal dogr"ding reffiilrks between the two. At this 
1 imo orr icor G<lrciiJ obsor·vod I he man had boon dr :nking b•Jt 
ho was in his own horr.e and not creat I nf) c.~ny prob I ems. 

Upon leaving tho residence, Officer Garcia observed tho c,lr 
in his •·ear view mirror leaving tho drivowny of tho home. 
Knowing the man's intoxicated stilfe, Officer Garcia made a 
U-turn and went after tho car. Tho suspect lead him on a 
Code 3 chase around the nei~Jhborhood, returning and parking 
in his ow11 driveway. As the ollicor Hpproached tho car and 
opened the door, the susp<>ct ~hysically came after tho offi
cer. 

• . contInued .. 
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Henry A, Glaves~lty Manager 
March 27, 1981 ) 
Off leer Garcia's' Injuries 

At approximately the same time, Officer Beckman arrived to 
assist, It took both officer-s several minutes to overcome 
his resistance and handcuff him, including Officer Garcia's 
handcuffs being lost In the mud during the struggle, 

Officer Garcia placed tho subject in his patrol unit and 
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was In the process of transporting him to LPO when the subject 
was able to obtain from his person a ,22 caliber automatic 
and, by turning on his side with his hands handcuffed bet.ind 
him, was able to fire two shots through the back of the front 
seat, One of the slugs struck Officer Garcia In the right 
side of the back, Officer Garcia jumped from tho still-moving 
patrol unit to the pavement and the patrol unit veered to tho 
loft and struck a parked car. 

Sergeant McDaniel heard Officer C~rcla's cal I for help and, 
within a low seconds, was thoro to f lnd Off leer Garcia on tho 
pavement, tho suspect stl II locked In tho back seat and tho 
weapon lying on tho floorboards. 

As a matter of Information, I hoard the sorle~ of events on my monitor at 
home and arrived at the scone as they wore putting Officer Garcia Into the 
ambulance. I did not tfllk to him at this time. Upon my arrival at Lodl 
Community flospltal Emergency Room, tho first words spoken to me by Officer 
Garcia wore, "I really blow it, Chief. I failed to search him." He fur
thor stated that he and Officer Bockman had such a struggle with him and 
tho neighbors wore all coming out making remarks to them as to, "What are 
you doing to him?", that he had placed the suspect In tho patrol unit with
out a search. 

It should also be mentioned that Officer Garcia norn~l ly Is one of tho most 
cautious officers In tho dopartln!mt. Ho has rec,,lvod hours of training on 
safety, searches, car stops, ufflcor's survival, sc~rch procedure, etc. 
It Is tho topic of many training classes 0nd pro-shift briefings. In short, 
It Is a dally part of our lives. 

Unfortunate I y, 
not forg I von. 
and judgment. 

police work Is dangerous and, In today's world, mistakes are 
Officer Garcia Is paying dearly for his error In search 

A final comment: Officer Garcia was released from tho hospital today and 
Is resting at home. 

Respectfully submitted, 

MY:jkm 


