
RE.'Ol.JI'I<N IN 
RHXl.N ITI<N <F 
PlllLIC J.AW 77-503 

ru~. r-.t). 84-034 

r 
CITY COUNCIL MEETING 
MARCH )-Y, 1984 

2../ 

Following int t•oduct io:, of the rmt tcr·. Counci I. on root ion of 
Counci I 1\lcfrbet· Pinkerton, l\brphy second, ndopted R.esolut ion 
No. 84-034 pny i ng spec i u 1 rccogni t ion to 1\'\trch 21 , 194 2 as ll 

rtn~in<ler of Public Lnw 77-503 nnd its denial of justice to 
J'rnerkm1 citi<wns and of the nct>d to be constuntly vigi lnnt 
to insure the constitutiorwl t'i~'hts of ull hredcnn citizen~ 
n t n I I t imes. 
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RFS:VTriCN 00. 84-034 

NiElmAS. the thi ted States Congress, an P&lrch 21, 1942, 
passed Public Law 77-503 Wlhlch enforced military orders and iupesed 
penalt lea of inpriac:nnent and/or fine for violatioos of the 
restrictions and mi It tary orders prarulgated fran Executive Order 
9066. signed by President Franklin D. Roosevelt; and 

~. the lardmrk cases of Koramtsu, Yasui and 
Hi rabayashi were prosecuted in the federal courts under the aegies of 
Plt>llc Law 77-503 and established the legality of too Ytbrld War II 
mass exclusion and intenment as legal precedent by the thi ted States 
~reme Olurt; and 

VlfREAS, govenmmt records clearly d&ronstrate that both 
Bxecut ive Order 9066 and 1\bl ic Law 77-503 were intended to be enacted 
against only those persons of Japanese anceBtry. both )merican 
citizens and penmnent residents, residing the West Coest; and 

~. the U. S. Qmnission on Wartime Relocation and 
lntenment of Civilians, following 21 years of study. concluded that 
the exclusim and detent ion of }mericans of J.'lp8nese ancestry was not 
a matter of military necessity, but was caused by racisn, war hysteria 
p,nd a failure of poll tical leadership. now therefore be 1t 

Rmn.VFD that the City O>unctl of the City of Lodl • pay 
special recognition to Mar~.h 21, 1942 as a ranlnder of Public Law 
77-503 and its denial of justice to }merican cithens, and of our need 
to be constantly vigilant to insure the constitutional rights of all 
llnerican citizens at all times. 

Dated: March 21, 1984 

I hereby certify that Resolut too No. 84-034 
was passed and adoptE-d by the Cl ty Comet 1 
of the City of Lodi in a regular meet ~ng 
held March 21. 1984 by the following vote: 

k/es: 

Noes: 

Absent: 

O>mcil Mamers - Raid, Pinkertoo, Snider, 
Mlrphy, and Olsoo (Mayor) 

Counci 1 Menbers - None 

<hmci 1 Pthlbers - None 

Al i c-a M. Re irrehe 
City Cler~ 



JaPanese amerac:an 
CITizens LeaGue 
NATIONAL HE.AOQUARTERS. 1765 Sutler Street. San Francti!ICO, CA 941 15 • (4151921·5225 

tO Chapter Presidents ;. Chapter Redress Chairs DATf February 3, 1984 

1 RUM John Tateishi, Redress Director ~.'(.1-:~ suBJ<e' Local Government Resolutions 

COPIES Nationa!. Board, National Redress Committee, National Staff 

On March 21, 1942 • the United States Congr'!ss passed Public Law 77-503, which made it 
a crime punishable by imprisonment and/or fine to violate military restrietion:s pro
:-.ulgated from Executive Ordt!r 9066. It was under PL .503 that the cases of Korematsu, 
Yasui, and Hirabayashi were heard by the federal district courts and '-'hose con,vietions 
were confirmed by the United States Supreme Court • establishing a po:ecedent ef law. 

While February 19th has been recognized on numel'ous ocr.asions as a memory of the signing 
of Executive Ordel' 9066 by Prt!sident Roosevelt, Harch 21st and Public Law S03 by the 
77th C01:1gress is 'Tirtually unnoticed by the Jar anese Ameorican. community and the public 
at large. The JACL's intent is to draw public recognition to March 21, 1942, and its 
sign. if icance. 

ACTlQf'! ITDf: ~SOLtll'lONS FROM J,.OCAL GOVERNM.ENT 

All chapters are asked to seek resolutions from their city councils and eoun.ty boards of 
supervisors in reeognition of Public l.aw 77-.SOJ and its significant impact en Japanese 
Americans and on the laws of this nation.. Enelosed h a sample resolution for your use 
and, fen: your information, a eepy of PL 77-.503. 

our. target date for these resolutions if" Mu1:ch 21, 1984 -- 1. e., to have the resolutions 
dated March 21, 1984. 

For those unfa~iliar vith the process, you should first contact a city councilperson or 
county tn:pervisor who is friendly to our issue and ask that the resolution be introduced 
for passage by March 21st. 

Please forward copies of resolutions of National Headquarters. 

Bener Americana In a Groater Ame1iea 
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PUBUC LAW NO. 503 (77fH COl'KiRESS) 
March 21, ;942 

Dated Much 21, 1942 

To provide a penalty for violation of restrictions or orders with respect 
to persons entering. remalnin& in, leavlng. or committing any act In mlll
tary areas or zones. 

Be It enacted by the Senate and House of Rcpresentallvea of the United 
States of America in Con&ress assembled, n.&t whoever shall enter, re· 
main in, leave, or commit any act in any military area or military zone 
pres¢ribed, under the authority of an Executive order of the President, by 
,.,., ~cnt.ary of War. c:ontrary te the restrictions applicable to any such 
area or zone or contrary to the order of the Secretary of War or any such 
military commander, ahall, 1f It appears that he knew or should have known 
of the existence and extent of the restrictions or order and that hls act was 
ill Ylolatlon thereof, be pllty of misdemeanor and upoll conviction ahaU be 
liable to a fine of not to exceed $5, 000 or to imprisonment for not more 
than ooe yea.•, ot both, for each otlense. 



~. the United States Congress, on r.\lrch 21, 1942, 
passed Public Law 77-503 which enforced mi I i tnry orders RJ1d inposed 
penalties of irq>risom1ent and/or fine for violations of the 
restrictions and military orders prarulgaterl fran Executive Order 
9066, signed by President Frttnkl in D. Roosevelt; and 

\\ltmEAS, the llU'lUmrk cases of Koromtsu, Yasui and 
Hi rabaynshi were prosecuted in the federal courts t.mder the ~tegies of 
Publ ie Law 77-503 and established the legnl ity of the World War II 
rmss exclusion and intetnrent as legnl precedent by the United States 
Supreroo Court; and 

M~. governnent records clearly dmnnstrate that beth 
Executive Order 9066 and Public Law 77-503 were intended to be enacted 
against only those persons of Japanese ancestry, both Mlerican 
cHi zens nnd perrmnent residents, resirling the West Coast; and 

\\1-tmF.AS, the U. S. Coomission on ·.iartimc Relocation and 
lntem11ent of Civi 1 inns, following 2! years of study, concluded that 
the exclusion and detention of klericans of Japanese ancestry was not 
a rmtter of military necessity, but was caused by raci31l, war hysteria 
and a failu .. e of politicn! leadership, now ther·cfore be it 

~VFD that the City Council o.f the City of Lodi. pay 
special recognition to March 21. 1942 as n raninder of Public Law 
77-503· and its denial of justice to !tnerican citizens, and of our need 
to be constantly vigilant to insure the constitutional rights of all 
.Airerican citizens at all timcs. 

Doted: 

res/roj 
Rm02 

I hereby certify that Resolution No. 
was passed and adopted by the City Council 
of the City of Lo<li in a regular mcet ing 
held by the foJ lowing vote: 

Ayes: 

Noes: 

Absent: 

Cotu'le i 1 r.\nbcrs -

CotDlci 1 ~rs -

Counc i 1 Mnbers -

Alice M. Reirnche 
City Clerk 


