
VOTING RIGHTS 
ACT MINORITY 
LANGUAGE 
REQUIREMENTS 

Mayor McCarty asked City Clerk Reirnche to 
brief the Council on a letter she had received 
from David H. Hunter, Attorney, Voting Section 
of the U.S. Justice Department concerning the 
application of the minority language require­
ments of the Voting Rights Act to the City of 
Lodi. The letter indicated that "the City of 
Lodi might better focus its minority language 
effortS on the provision of Spanish language oral 
assistance in voting precincts that have sig­
nificant numbers of actual or potential voters 
of Spanish heritage who are not proficient 
in the English language and on publicity for 
the availability of such assistance". 
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SMALLBUSINII£8S 

Ms. Alice M. Relmche 
221 West Pine Street 
lodi, California 95240 

"'Dear Ms. Reimche• 

WASHINGTON. D•C. 20510 

Apr 11 J 7, 1 98 I 

Thank you tor your comments about the use of bilingual 
ballots. 

I have introduced legislation to repeal the sections of the 
Voting Rights Act which require the use of bilingual election 
materials. Thirty-nine counties in California are affected ay 
the bilingual requirements, and many of them O.:,ve voiced strong 
complaints about the financial hardships caused by the act. They 
are concerned that the costs of compliance outwe•.gh the benefits 
that may be gained. 

The intent of the Voting Rights Act Amendments was to bring 
our non-English speaking po.pulatlon lntD the mainstream of Amer­
ican society by aUm•,.ing them to V0'te in a· language they cot.rld 
read and understand. The effect of the Act, however, is to 
strengthen the communications barrier between English speaking 
and non-Enqlish speaking residents of the United States. 

The requirement for bilingual election materials tonflicts 
with the intent of two of our federal statutes. First, our bi­
lingual education program specifies that English be one of the 
languages used in bilingual schools, so that minority language 
students will become prof ic lent irl the language spoken by the 
vast majority of Americans.. Second. our naturaliz~tion laws 
demand that a knowledge of spoken and written EnglJsh be dem­
onstrated to become an American citizen. fhe reqtilrement fer a 
bilingual ballot actually contradl cts the pertinent provisions 
of our naturalization law and implies that the English language 
requirement is an unnecessary formality. 

I appreciate having your comments on this matter, and hope 
you will continue to share your opinions with me. 

SIHabms 
Enclosure 

Sincerely. 

£:.. JL,~ 
S. I. Haya.k~wa 

APR 2 8 1981 
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'• Senate 
B1 Mr. IIAYAKAWA! 

8. 11. A btU to amend the Votma 
Rllhta Act ot ltu to repeal certain re­
QUJrementa relatma to bWDcua1 electloa 
ncaulrementa: to t.be Commlttee on the 
~-
·--~ - WOftiiO Ull1I'N ~. Jlt. BAYAKAWA. Mr. ~ to-

W I am mtroduciDa lflfslaUoD &o 
Ulleftd. the Vottna IUihta Act by delet­ma the pNYlalona added lD 1875 which 
require that bWncual electkJD mater1&ls 
be provided m certa1D States and 
counties. 

When the 94th Congress amended the 
Vot!Da Rlghta Ad to require the use ot 
bl11nlua1 ballots. the Intent waa to br1nc 
our nonEnaUsh-speaktnr popul&Uon Into 
the mainstream of Amerlcan society by 
a11owtDa tbem to vote ln a lancuare they 
can read and understand. The effect of 
that act. howe'rer, ls to foster the .tallaq 
&DlOilC lmmlaranta to the United States 
that tt 1a not necea&r'1 to learn EnrU.sh. 
That fallacy can lead to trouble for an 
of us ln the years ahead. 

As a aemantlctst. I must point out that 
lanruaae Ia a meana of communleat!on. 
If you speak one language and I apeak 
another md we need to communicate, 
either I must learn your lanruaae or you 
must learn mlne. U I decide not to learn · 
your lanrua~e and you decide not to 
learn mtne, we have establlshed a barrier 
to communlcatlon by which both our 
cultUI'ell are impoverished. 'l11rourhout 
our history our Nation has been enriched 
because our lmmiif&llls have eliminated 
communlcaUons barriers '>'ith the use 
of a common lan~U&ie-Engllsh. 

With Ule use of bWngual ballots. how­
ever. we are aaytna to our non-English­
speaking citizens that they can fully 
participate !n the political process with­
out overcominr the lang-.1age banter. 
That stmply 1s not true. 

Suppose, for lnstance. a Spanish­
speakioir clUzen wants to vote for a 
Presidential candidate or one of the 
vartous State propositions being offered. 
While the Individual may have a ballot 
printed tn Spanish. lt will not help illu­
minate the differences between the can­
didates: it will not enlighten him on the 
efr~t tile propositiOn Will have On ht, 
lite. Voter information pamphlets which 
are supposed to explaJn the lssues 1n 
quesUoo are often so bureaucratically 

wrltteD that the; are lneomprebensible 
lD any Janruace.. So those who do not 
undentand EnaUsh are totallJ de· 
pendent on InformatiOn reeelved from. 
foretcn Jancuaae televlalon prop-ama 
anc1 newapapen. and clLicuaslona wlth 
trlenda and rel&tlftl. 'l1le1 are excluded 
from the b1W.der penpecUve obtained 
trom Endlab·lanCU&I• newspapers. macum-. &Del television programs. 
'nley cannot USten to an En"Ush-apeu­
mc candldate present. hll or her own 
views.. WhUe the noo·Enellsh-speakina 
clttzen baa been provided with 1LD euler 
means to express hll views. a ballot. in hla 
own lanpare. he hal been discOuraged 
from obtatntng the wide ranae of in­
formation neceau.ry to develop thoae 
news. 

At-eomepolnt the person who does not 
apeak Enrllsh w1ll realize· the poUUcal 
HmttatlOJla'~ Aa a member of &- mlnority­
Janguap rroup, he wW ftnd lt lmposstble 
to run for an omce that serves a con­
stituency whoee maJority speak En&Ush. 
He cannot effectively address h1s vlews 
to thoee who do not understand hl.a 
lancuare. 10 he surrounds htmaelf wtt.b 
those who do. Tb1a pollt.ical polarization 
can lead to -a separatist movement. 
especi&Uy amo~ our arowtna Spa.nlsh­
speaklnr popul~tlon. 

'Ibere are tflose who arcue that bt­
llnrual ballots are necessary tor those 
citizens who. ln years past, were dented 
the opportunity to learn Engllsh. These 
people are dependent. upon, and have 
available to them. the llSSlstance of for­
eign lanruaee newspapers, televlslon 
programs. and friends and relatives. It 
may be unfortunate. but with or with-. 
out a bUlngual ballot. that dependence 
will remain. 

I am lntroducln.t lertslaUon to abollsh 
bilingual ballots because I believe that 
our country's greatness 1s directly related 
to our unique ablllty to merge- a mulU­
tude ot foreign cultures Into one. The 
key to this ablllty ls the acceptance of 
a common language that allows ea<:b new 
culture group to communicate and share 
ideas with Ulose who have been here. 
longer. We cannot u a nation afford to 
lgnore the value of Ule American melting 
pot. 
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(209) 33+5634 

. :S.I-. Bayaltawa 
United'States Senate 
Washington, D.C. 20510 

Dear Senator Hayakawa: 

May 13, 1981 

Your. April 7~c .19 81 letter was presented to the Lod'i 
City -Counc.t~ at its May 6, 1981 meeting. 'l'he: Council 
asked that I convey to you its enthusiastic support 
of the referencea legislation you have introducw to 
repea-l th&-oseeti:ons-·~ the Voting- tights Aet. -which 
require .the- use of bilinqual electiOn materials. The 
polnta-.-:Ot-_your. arg.ument for .repeal;. ara-w&l:l taken: -:and 
are: ~ahared~by the members- o-f this- COUncil. 

Aa -a Cit-y which has expended a great deal of funds 
·to. compl-y wtth the provisions of this act with virtually 
no one· availing themselves of the bilingual material 
offered, we certainly endorse and support the subject 
l~islation you have introduced. 

AR:!ig 

By Direction of the Lodi 
City Council 

~ 71J.I<Al.Jl/t/,___ 
Alice M. a:kche 
City Clerk 


