
LOCOMOTIVE 
WHISTLES 

Copies of Ordinances pertaining to the pro­
hibitition of the use of locomotive whistles 
which had been received from the cities of 
Placentia and Anaheim were presented for 
Council's perusal. Council directed the City 
Clerk to correspond with Mr. Wilson, who had 
asked the Cou~cil to check into the matter, 
apprising Mr. Wilson of the information received 
and the fact that the subject Ordinances dealt 
only with areas where there were gate instal­
lations. 
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. . : • ABANDONED, IECKED, DISMANTLED OR INOPEOVE VEHICLES .... 
.0203 Warning devices on authorized 

emeraency vehicles, or horns or other warning 
devices on other vehicles when used for traffic 
safety purposes. / 

.0204 Equipment used by any duly 
authorized tenant or Jessee an an integral part 
of any event ut Anaheim Stadium. (Ord. '4059 
§ I (part), 1979.) 

Chapter 6.80 

ABANDONED. WRECKED. 
DISMANTLED OR INOPERATIVE 

VEHICLES 

Sections: 
6.80.010 
6.80.020 
6.80.030 
6.80.040 
6.80.050 
6.80.060 

6.80.070 

6.80.080 

6.80.090 

6.80.100 

6.80.110 

6.80.120 
6.80.130 
6.80.140 

6.80.1 so 

6.80.160 

6.80.170 
6.80.1 80 

Purposes. 
Def'mitions. 
Exclusio.ns. 
Repbtion not exclusive. 
Administration nnd enforceme.nt. 
Removal of vehicle or parts 
by au thoriled persons. 
Administrative costs­
Assessment. 
Abatement of nuisnnce­
Notice to :rbate. 
Public hearing :md not ices 
required. 
Notice of henring to O.Ufomia 
H:ighw:ay P:ttrol. 
PubUc henrings-Powcrs of 
hearing officers. 
Appeab. 
Removal ofvehicle. 
Notice to Department of Motor 
Vehicles. 
Administrative and removal cost 
-Assessment of charges. 
Abandonment of wrecked. 
dismantled or inopefative 
vehicles prohibitl·d. 
Misdemeanor. 
Sever:.biliry. 
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NOISE CONTROL 

(2) Outdoor gatherings. including outdoor publk· datKCS and outdoor entertainment events. 
provided said events are conduded pursuant to an activity permit issued by tbe city recreation 
division pursuant to Title 6. Chapters 6.52 and 5.56 of the City Municipal Code and are limited 
to between the hours of 9:30a.m. and II :00 p.m.: 

(3) Regularly scheduled activities conducted on public parks. public playgroumls. and 
puhlic or private school grounds. However, the usc of puhlic address or amplified music systems 
is not permilh:d to exc.:ced the exterior noise stand;ml of adjacent property at the property line; 

(4) Any nwchanic;tl dcvic.:c. apparatus nr C(Jllipment used. rdall:d to or connc~.·tetl with 
t·mcr~cncy m<k:hincry. vehide or work; 

(5) Noise sources associated with constmctinn. rt·pair. remodeling. or gmdin!! of any real 
property. provided said activities do not take pla~o·'-· hctwel·n lhl' hours of 6:00p.m. and 7:00a.m. 
on weekdays. induding Saturday. or at any time on Sunday or a federal holiday: 

(6) All mechanical devices. apparatus or equipm~.·nt whi~o·h arc utilized for thl' proh.·ction or 
S;tl\·agl' of agricultur;•l crops during periods of potential or actual frost damal!l" or 0thn a~.~vt•rs.: 
wc;s t her cond i lions: 

( 7) Mobik noise sources associated with agricultural operations provided such vpe·rations 
do not take place between :he hours of 6:00 p.m. and 7:00 a.m. on weekdays. tncluding 
Saiu nlay. or at any time on Sunrlay or a federal holitlav: 

(S) Mobile noise sounes ass,lciatcd with agri .. :ultural pest control thro.tgh pesticil.le 
:tpplic:tlion: provsdcd that the :tpplication is made in arcordance \\ith restricted material permits 
issued by or regulations enforced by the agriculturall·ommissioncr: 

I')) Noiso: sourn·s assol·satcd with th~.· m;lintt·nan~o·r of real prnp~:rty providt•d said activities 
t;tkt• place bdwcen the hours of ~:00 a.m. ;111d 6:00p.m: 

( 10) Any al."livtty to the extent regulation thereof has been preempted by stat~.· or federal 
Jaw. (Ord. 75-0-105 § 7. 1975) . 

.!3. 76.01-10 Schools. hospitals and churdtcs - Special a>rovtstons. It is unlawful for an:v 
iWTSIHI to crt·ate any noio;o: which c;tUS\.'S the nois~.· kvd J! any sd10ol. hospital or ..:hurch while the 
s;unc is in usc to exl:ecd the noiso: limits :ts spcriticll Ill Section 23.76.050 prescribed for the 
;t,Si)!nc!l nois~o.· wn~.· Ill which thc sdwnl. hospital or dwr..:h is locat~.·d. or which noist· level 
unrt•asotMbly int...-rfcres with the usc of such institutions or which unreasonably disturbs or 
annoys patients in th...- hospital: provitkd conspinsnus si~ns arc displayed in lhree (3) separate 
I,Kaliuns within on~.·-h'nth ( 1/10) of a mile of the institution indica!in)! the: presence of a school, 
dntrrh. or hospital. tOrd. 75-0-105 § 8, 1975). 

23.76.085 Usc of lonmtotivc whistle. (;cner;tlly. The usc of lo..:omot•vc bdl. ;tir siren. 
st...-arn or air whistk withtn the city at all gate-protected !!rad...- crossings shall be prohibitl'd. 

Exception. Any lon>motivc engineer shall hl· po:rmitted to usc his bdl. air siren, steam or air 
whistk. if. in his tlpinion. it is necessary to awrt an mun~:diatl' threat to lift' or property. (Ord. 
7()-0-120 § l. fl}7b). 

23.76.0•'0 Air conditioning and refrigeration -- Special provlstons. Until January 19. 
1979. the noisl· standards ~:aumerated i:1 Sccticns 23.76;\:>50 and :!3.76.060 shall be increased 
t>i!!ht (I{) dB(t\) wl.nl· thc ;tlfct!ed ollcnsivc noisl' soun;c i~ an air-condittoning. or refrigeration 
syskm or assuciatl'i:l cquipm~:n.t which was installed prior to the effective date of the ordinance 
~.·odifil·d in this chapl...-r. (()rd. 75-0-IOS ~ 9. 1975). 

23. 76.100 Nui.w ll·vc· .ncasurcmcnl. Th...-. loLttion sdccted for mea,uring cxtt:rior noise 
kwh shall he Jt any JWint on the afkl."lt•d resllknti;ll.~o·ommcr~.:ia! or indust.-ial property. Interior 
nois~· mcasur~.·ml'nh :-.h:•ll hL· m;H!l' ·,vithin thl· aff~.·~·tcd residential unit The measurement shall be 
m;tdc ;It a point at kast four (4) :·~d !rnrn the wall. ccilint! or 11oor nearest th.: noise source and 
may be mud\.' with lhl· wtndows of thl· aff~:.:tcd dwelling unit open. (Ord. 75-0-105 § 10, 1975). 

404-~ (l'laccntia 6·21·77) 
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(:_)oTORCYCLES AND MOTOR·DRJ\.-...1 CYCLES 6.44.0:!0-o.46.040 

/6.44.020 UNNECESSARY. ANNOYING. 
DISCOMFORTING NOISES." 
It is hcn.·by dcdarcd to be a nuisance 

and is unlawful to make, cause or suffer or 
permit to be made 01 1.:auscd upon any premises 
any unnecessary noises or sounds which arc 
physically annoying t n pt•rsons of ordinary 
sensitiveness or whidt arc so harsh or so 
prolonged or unrwtural or unusual in their usc. 
time or pla~c as to occasion physical discomfort. 
(Ord. 799 § 27 (part) as anu:ndcd by Ord. I 341; 
Aprill4. 195().) 

Chapin 6.46 

MOTORCYCLES ANll 
MOTOR·l>IUVEN CYCLES 

Sections: 
6.46.010 
6.46.020 
6.46.030 
6.46.040 
6.46.050 
6.46.060 
6.46.070 
6.46.080 

Scupt.•. 
Definitions. 
Prohibited npt.·ralions. 
Permits. 
Opcrntiun by pt.•mtil. 
Appc.•al. 
Vinlat inn.,-· Proal lies. 
St.--par:~ hilit y. 

6.46.0 I 0 SCOI,E. 
This ~h<~pler is •ksigned to regulate 

the operation of registch·d and unregistered 
motorcycles and mutor~rivl.'n qcles by all 
persons, wtu:thcr they possess a v;tlid California 
Motor Vehicles opt·rator's license or not. upon 
unimproved priv;tte propcrty and upon all public 
propt•rty cx~·t•pt hi~hways. in the City of 
Anahdm. (Ord. ~MJ(l § I (part);· July 7, 1970.) 

6.46.020 DEFINITIONS . 
. 0 I 0 A "motnrl·yck" is any motor 

vehicle other than a tral·tor h~sving a sc;1t or 
saddle for the ust• of till· rilkr and Jesignl.'d to 
travel on not morl' than thr~·c wlll'ds in cont:u:l 
with the ground ami wci~hing less than one 

6. Ord. 799 deals primarily with dogs and other 
animals. Thc general applicability of this 
Sl'Ction is not limitl·d by its original conh:xt. 
The portion of Ord. 79') § 27 that preceded 
this sectic'' is l.·odilkd al Section 8.08.3()0. 

185 

thousand five hundred pounds. 
.0::!0 A "motor~riven cycle' .. is any 

motorcycle. including every motor scooter. with 
a motor which produces not to exceed five 
horscJlOwer. and every bicycle with motor 
altach\.'tl. 

.OJO ••Highway" is a way or place of 
whatever nature, publicly maintained and open 
to the usc of the public for purposes of vehil'ular 
tr.tvd. "llighway" includes strt·ct. 

.040 "Unimproved private property" 
means any parcel of land which either contains 
no structures or which is not surfacc.-d with 
cement, concrete, asphaltic ~·oncrete or other 
similar material. or which docs not have a hard 
surface made up of a mixtun· of rock. sand or 
gr.tvel bound together with a chemical or 
mineral substance other than natural soil. (Ord. 
2830 § I (part): July 7. 1970.) 

6.46.030 PROHIBITED OPERATIONS. 
.010 No person shall operate a 

motorcydc or motor-tlrivcn l·yde other than a 
publicly-owned motorryck or motor~rivl!n 
cycl~. upon any public sidewalk. walkway. 
parkway or in any public park. or recreational 
area or upon any other publicly-owned 
(>roperty. t"xccpt highways, within the C'ity of 
Anaheim. This shall not be construt'd to prohibit 
tht: OJlCration of a molorcych: or motor~rivcn 
cycle having a valid California whiclc 
registration by any person pos.">cssing a valid 
California operators· liccnst' upon the public 
highways in the City of Anaheim. 

.020 No person sh:tll operate a 
motorcycle or motor~rivcn cyde. other than a 
puhlidy·owncd motorcyck or motor·driwn 
cycle, upon any unimproved pared of real 
property withiN the City nf Anaheim. cx~ .. ·pt ;ss 
set forth in Section 6.46.040 bdow. COrd. ~8JO 
§ I (part); July 7. Jl}70.) 

6.46.040 PERM ITS. 
Any person d~:siring to operate ;a 

motorcycle or motor-driven ..:ycle. and any 
owner of private propt·rty desiring to allow a 
person or persons to operate a motorcycle or 
motor-driven cycle on his private property may 
do so upon first obtaining a pemtit r. om the 
Chief of Police of the Cily of Anaheim. Permit!> 
shall be issued upon his determination that the 
owner or owners of the real property com·t·rned. 
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USE OF LOCOMOTIVEtVHISTLES 6.95.040-6.98.020 

be housed or an increase in the number of lots 
or sites provided for parking of mobile homes or 
recreational vehicles by employees. (Ord. 3506 § 
2 (part); February J 7. 1976.) 

6.9S.040 REINSPECTION FEES. 
The fees for a pennit to operate shall 

be considered as inspection fees for the initial 
annual inspection of a labor camp. When any 
reinspection is required pursuant to Title 25, 
Odifomia Administrativt· Code, Section 2016.4, 
the operator shall pay •• fl-'C for each such 
lcinspcction, as follows: 

.010 Twenty-five llollars ($25.00). 
provided that such inspcdion is not in cxcl-"SS of 
one hour's duration . 

. 020 If sudt inspection is in excess of 
one hour's duration, twt:nty-fivc dollars 
($25.00) plus twelve doll;trs and fifty 1..'t~nts 
tS I 2.50) for each 30 minutes or fractional p;trt 
thereof in excess of unc hour. (Ord. 3506 § 2 
(part); February I 7, 1976.) 

l.ltapler b.97 / 

USE OF WCOMOTIVE WIIISTLES 

Sections: 
6.97.010 
6.97.020 

Generally. 
Exc:ep tio ns. 

6.97.010 GENERAllY. 
llll! usc of lot:omotive air siren, 

steam/or air whistle. within the City of Anahdm 
at all gate-protc1:lt•d gradt• l'rossings shall be 
prohibited. (Ord. 36 I 6 § I (pari): Nowmber 16. 
1976.) 

6.97.020 EXCEPTION. 
Any locomotive engineer shall be 

permitted to USl" his air siren, steam/or air 
whistle if. in his opinion. it is nl"ccssary to avert 
an immediate threat io lift- or property. ( Ord. 
3616 §I (part); Nuwmbcr 16. 1976.) 
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Chut,ler 6.98 

SOLAR SHADE CONTROL 

Sections: 
6.98.010 Generally. 
6.98.020 Exemption. 

6.98.010 GENERALLY. 
The State of California has added 

Chapter 12 to Division 15 of the Publk 
Resourct..-s Code rdating to Solar Shade Control. 
Se..:tion 25985 of tlt.: Public Resources Code 
further authorizes any City to exempt its juris­
diction from the provisions of saiu chapter. 
lOrd. 3985 § I (part): March 2X. 1979.) 

6.98.020 EXE.\lPTION. 
The City of Anahc.>im has adopted ~~ 

tree-preservation ordinance which is in conflict 
with the intent of Chapter I 2 of Oivision IS 
of the Puhllc Resources Code. Therefore, the 
City Council does hereby ext•mpt the City of 
Anahdm from the provisions of Chapter 12 of 
Division 15 of the Public Resources Code. (Ord. 
3985 § I (part); March 20. 1979.J 

(Ailllhcim 7-IS-79) 
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SOUND PRESSURE LEVELS 

. -· ··---·~~-~-·-·· .· .. -~ 

6. 68.040-6.70.030 

• 
adopted thereunder, pertaining to wiping rngs 
and wipins rap businesses~ 

A permit under this chapter shall be 
issued by the Health Officer if the applicant 
compUes with the provisions of Chapter 4, Part 
1, Division S of the Health and Safety Code and 
any reaulations adopted thereunder. The period 
of the permit shnU be one ye;sr from date of 
issuance. Any permit issued hereunder may be 
suspended or revoked in the manner prescribed 
in Section 395 I of the Health and Safety Code. 
{Ord. 3462 § I (part)~ September 2. 1975.) 

6.68.040 PERMIT FEES. 
The Health Officer is hereby 

authorized to collect an annual pcmtit fee of 
fifty-four dollars ($54.001 from any applicant 
for a permit under this dtaph:r. tOrd. 346:! § I 
(part); September:!. 1975.) 

6.68.050 PENAlTY. 
Any ~rson viuiJt ing any of th~· 

provisions of this chapll:r shall be deemed guilty 
of a misdemeanor pursuant In lle:~lth anJ Safety 
Cod-e Section 3960. 10rd. H62 § 1 lpart); 
Seph:mber :. 1<>75.1 

01aJJlt'r 6. 70 ,/ 

SOUND PRESSURE lEVElS 

Sections: 
6.70.010 
6.70.020 
6.70.030 

Established. 
Violations ami penalties. 
En f on."Cmc n t. 

6.70.010 ESTABLISHED. 
Sound prOI..Iucr:d in excess of the 

sound pressure levels pcrmitt~d herein are 
hereby determined to bl' objectionable and 
constitute an infringr:ml'nt upon the right and 
quiet enjoyment of property in this City. 

No . person sh:~ll. within the City. 
create any sounJ. r:1diatcd ft>r t"Xh:nded periods 
from any premises whid1 produ~es a sound 
pn:ss1,1n: level at any point on lhl' property line 
in ClH:ess of sixty 160} decibels ( Re 0.000~ 
Mh:robar) rea\1 on tht" A·s~·ak of J sound level 
meter. Readin~s sh:1ll bl· l:tkl'n in :1C1.:ortlancr 

0 / 
with the instrument manufacturer's instructions, 
using the slowest meter response. 

The sound level measuring 
microphone shall be placed at any point on the 
property line, but not closer than three (3) feet 
from any wall and not less than three (3) feet 
above the ground, where the above listed 
maximum sound pressure level shall apply. At 
any point the measured level shall be the average 
of not less than three (3) readings taken at two 
(2) minute intervals. To have valid readings, the 
levels must be fave (5) decibels or more above 
the levels prevailing at the same point when the 
source(s) of the alleged objedionable sound are 
not operati-ng. 

Sound pressure levels shalt be 
measured with a sound kvel metei 
manufactured according to American Standard 
S 1.4-1961 published by the American Standards 
Association. Inc .• ?\ew York City. New York. 

Traffic sounds. sound created by 
emergency activities and sound created by 
governmental units shall be exempt from the 
applications of this chapter. Sound created by 
~onstruction or building repair of any premises 
within the City shall be cxl'mpt from the 
:lJ>plil:ations of this chapter during the hours of 
7:00 A.M. to 7:00P.M. (Ord. 1526 § I (part): 
June 18, 1%8: Ord. 3400 § I: February II. 
1975.) . 

~.70.020 VIOlATIONS AND PENALTIES. 
Any person who shall violate any of 

the provisions of this c:1aprcr or any se~tion or 
part of a section t-hereof. whethl'r such violation 
shall consist of the commission of an :let 
forbidden th~reby. or the failun: to perform any 
act required thereby. shall be deemed guilty of a 
misdemeanor and punishable unJer Section 
1.01.370 of this Code. 

6.70.030 ENFORCEMENT. 
The building ofticials of the City of 

Anaheim shall enforce the provisions of this 
chapter. 

1.-\nah~lftl I 0-10) 
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Sections: 
6.72.010 
6.72.020 
6.72.03!\ 

Chapter 6. 72 

AMPLIFIED SOUND 

Purposr. 
Regulnlinn of :unplil\.'<1 sour..i. 
Definitions. 

6.72.010 PURPOSE. 
This City Council c:na..:ts this J~gisla­

tion for the sole purpose of securing and pro­
moting the public health, comfort. safety. and 
welfare of its citizenry. While n:~.-ognizing that 
certain uses of sound amplifying c=t.}uipm~nt are 
protected by the constitutional rights of free­
dom of speech an asscmhly. the City Council, 
nevertheless, feds ohil~at...·tl to reasonahk 
regulate the usc of sountl amplif; ing ~quipmt'nt 
in order to protect the ..:orrdativc .:onstitutional 
rights of the citizens of !his .:ommunity to 
privacy and freedom from public nuisance of 
loud anti raucous noise. tOni. -l051) § I (part): 
October 9, 1979.) 

6.72.020 REGULATION OF AMPLIFIED 
SOUND. 
Notwithstanding the provisions of 

Chapter 6.70 of this ..:ode. it slull he unlawful 
for any person to usl· or otx-rak. or ..:ausl' to b"· 
used or operated. within th"· City ol An:theim 
any sound amplifying t.'tJuiprncnt in a tixed or 
movable position. or mo&rrlted upon ;IJly vchidl'. 
excc:pl whl."n used or opt·r all'd in compliance 
with the following provisions: 

.010 ln .:11 rt·srtll'llll.&l lOnC$ and 
within 200 fl.'ct tht'reol. no ~ounJ Jmplifying 
equipmt'nt shall he insl:ilkd. opcrJtl'd or used 
for cornmer~ial purpo~s at an~' lime. 

.020 Tite opc:ratiun or usc: uf sound 
amplifying equipment for nunmmmercial pur­
poses in all resitlenlialzor~t·~ ami within 200 feet 
thl.'rt'of. e:o;.cqll when usl·d for rl.'gubrly schetl­
uleJ operative fundwns by any sdtool or for 
:he usual and customary purpox-1> of any 
,;hurch. is prohibikd betw\.'t'n tlw hours of 7:00 
p.m. and 9:00a.m. of lht' foJIIJwing day. 

.030 In all othl·r zones. except such 
portions thert'uf :Js ma} ht' induded within 
200 feel of any rt'sidential zone. the operation 
or use of sound amplifying equipment for 
commercial purposc:s is prohibih·J hetwct'n the 

AMPUFIEtr<\OUND 
t.~ .. 

6.72.010-6.72.030 

hours of 9:00 p.m. and 8:00 a.m. of the 
following day. 

.040 In all other ~ones, except such 
portions thereof as may be included within 200 
feet of any residential zone. the operation or use 
of sound amplifying equipment for noncommer­
cial purposes is prohibited between the hours of 
10:00 p.m. and 7:00 a.m. of the following day. 

.050 The only sounds permitted shall 
be either music, human speech, or both . 

. 060 Sound amanating from sound 
amplifying equipment shall be limited in 
volume. tone and intensity as follows: 

.0601 The sound shall not be audible 
at a distance in excess of 200 f~t from the 
sound equipment. 

.0602 In no event shall the sound be 
loud and r:tucous or unreasonably jarring. dis­
turbing. annoying or a nuisance to reasonable 
persons of normal sensitiveness within the 
area of audibility . 

. 070 Except as pem1itted in Subscc· 
tion .0~0 above. no sound :tmplifying c:quipment 
shall be operat~d upon any property adjacent to 
and within 200 feet of any hosp'.tal grounds, 
publicly owned or operated stadium. convention 
center or auditorium, or any school or .:hmch 
building, whik in usc. (Ord. 4059 § I lpart); 
October<>. 1979.) 

6.72.030 OEFtNtTIONS . 
. 010 The word "person" as us~d 

herein shall include the singu:ar and the plural 
anJ shall also mean and include any person. 
finn. corporation. association. club. partnership, 
sodc:ty or any other fonn of association or 
organization . 

. 020 The won.ls "sound amplifying 
equipm~nr" as used herein shall mean any 
machin~ or tlevice for the amplification of the 
human voice. music or any other sound. ··sound 
amplifying equipment"' as U'led herein shall not. 
however. be construed as including any of the 
following: 

.0201 Automobile radios, tape 
playt'rs anti similar devices whc:n u~d and heard 
only by occupants of the vehicle in whkh in· 
stalled. 

.0202 Radios. televisions. phono-
graphs. t::.pc rewrd~rs and players. musical in· 
strument amplifiers and similar devices when 
used and heard only by occupants of the 
pn:mises in which the devil·cs are located. 

196-3 ( .. \nahdm 10-IO) 
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IDMN. T. POWILL 

DONAlD A. HOLT, JR. 

BETTY MEAD 
RICHARD ACT'OH 

PETER l.A80ROE 

(714) 993-8231 

March 23. 1981 

Vera Crete 
Secretary to Ronald M. Stein 
City of Lodi 
221 West Pine Street 
Lodi, CA 95240 

Dear Mrs. Crete: 

Enclosed, as you requested. is a copy of City of Placentia 
Ordinance No. 76-0-120 pertaining to the prohibition of the 
use of locomotive whistles in the City. Also enclosed is a 
copy of the staff report submitted to the Council when the 
ordinance was originally adopted. 

If we can be of further assistance to you in providing 
information, please let us know. 

BLW/s 

Enclosure 

Sincerely, 

~~~ 
Betty L. Wallis 
Deputy City Clerk 

MAR! 5 -~ 

·~·-- ................. _.,, ··-·~ • ~ ~~=e.er mx· 'rttts.., +&· 
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ORDINANCE NO. 76-0-120 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY 
OF PLACENTIA ADDING SECTlvN 23.76.085 OF THE 
PLACENTIA l.WNtCIPAL CODE PERTAINING TO THE 
PROHIBITION OF THE USE OF LOCO~OTIVE WHISTLES. 

(1) The City Council of the City of Placentia does 

6 !hereby ordain that Section 23.76.085 shall be added to the 

? Municipal Code to read in full as follows: 

8 

9 

10 

23.76.085 -USE OF LOCOMOTIVE WHISTLE 

11 i 
12! 

! 
131 

I 
I 141 

15 

16 
I 
i 
I 

17; 

18 

191 

20 

21 
,I 

(A) r~nerally. The use of locomotive 

bell, air siren, steam/or air. whistle, 

within the City of Placentia at all gate 

protected grade crossings shall be pro-

hibited. 

(B) Exception. Any locomotive engineer 

shall be permitted to use his bell, air 

siren, steam/or ~\r whistle, if, in his 

opinion, it is !lecessary to avert an 

immediate threat to life or property. 

(2) EMERGENCY EXISTS 

This ordinance shall take effect as an emergency 

221i measure immediately upon its adoption by the City Council. The 

23 [basis for said emergency is that new housing development has 

24 taken place on property adjacent to the A T & S F Mainline and 

25 residents are now being subjected to adverse. unnecessary and 

26 annoying noise levels to the detriment of their health and welfare. 

27 PASSED AND ADOPTED THIS 

28 

29 

21st DAY OF September , 1976. 
(· . _/ 
lf,r / ·----

·-~-v:#c.r'eJ~ ~; 
~\AYOR OF T!IE CITY OF PLACENTIA 

30 I ATTES~: 
31 

· dJMliaYt&l 1 (i2,_~c 
32 CITY CLERK 

~ 
' 
I 
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M E M 0 R A N D U M 

TO: CITY .1\DI'UNISTRATOR 

FRO~;: COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT - ENGINEERING DIVISION 

DATE: SEPT~1BER 14, 1976 

SUBJECT: EMERGF.NCY Oru>INANCE PROHIBITING RAILROAD 
LOC0r10TIVE WHISTLE SOUNDING 

FOR: CITY COUNCIL MEF.TING- SEPTEMBER 21, 1976 

ENGI!iiEER'S REPORT NO. 76-R-0113 

ABSTRACT: 

A proposed Emergency Ordinance prohibiting railroad locomotive 
whistle sounding on their approach to street crossings is presented 
for City Council consideration. 

DISCUSSION: 

At the August ), 1976 City Counc~l meeting, a letter was 
received from the Placentia Village Homeowners Association, 
requesting the City's help in abating the noise and vibration 
created by railroad traffic \oiithin the Atchison, Topeka & 
Santa Fe Railroad right of way adjacent to s & S Tract 0435. 
Staff was directed to work with the homeowners towards a 
solution. 

During the course of our research, we have been in contact with 
the following entities: AT & S F Railway Company, Public 
Utilities Commission, Cities of Anaheim, Pasadena, South 
Pasadena, Torrance, Countv of Orange, and S & S Construction Co. 
In addition, a meeting with S & S and the Homeowners Assoc::.ation 
was held on August 9, and two meetings with A T & S F on 
August 23 and September 8, 1976. A memo to the file on the 
September 8 meeting is attached as the latest informatio(l 
available on our progress. 

Our noise consultant, Oranqe County Health Department reports 
in a draft letter (attached) that the exterior noise level meets 
our tract conditions (68 cnel) but that the interior noise leve 1 
at 54.8 to 60.8 exceeds our limit of 47 cnel. As soon as we 
receive his final report, it is our intent to officially notify 
the developer that he has not met the noise condition. 

In other testimony by the noise consultant, he indicated that 
train speed would have a very minor affect on the noise level 
but that the whistle is a prime source of irritatiGA. 

At our last meeting with AT ' s F, they indicated a "probable" 
compliance with any whistle abatement ordinance that the City 
Council may pass and asked if one were to be adopted that it be 
worded to allow sounding to alert wayward animal• or people. 
The railroad is willinq to go alo~q with this, we suspect, be­
cause all crossings between Coron·a· and Santa Fe Springs are 
protected with gates, The City of South Pasadena just ha~ their 
second reading o!: an ordinance to prohibit whistle sounding at 
crossinqs effective in December Nhen all crossings in that City 
will be protected with gates. 

A letter from the City Attorney addressing the liability potential 
is attached for your ir.formation. 1-Jhile he indicates that lia­
bility is ever present, the risks are in affect no greater than 
when power fails at a traffic signal installation. 
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The City of Anaheim staff indicates willingness to propose a 
similar ordinance to its City Council since that portion of 
track adjacent to S & S Development lies within its City 
boundary. 

REC0ftt-1ENDJ\T!ON: 

Since the locomotive whistle has been identified as a prime 
source of irritation bv our noise consultant and since all 
City crossings are protected with gates it is recommended that 
l) The City Council adopt the attached Emergency Ordinance 
to promote the health, welfare and general well being of its 
residents and future residents in proximity of the railroad 
tracks, and 2) Direct staff to request the City of Anaheim 
to adopt a similar ordinance applicable to this mainline. 

BM/mc 

bmitted, Respect(t-t 

_...,.._,__· -r-U4 
en Minamide, P.E. 

Director, Community Development 
City Engineer 

Attachments: Ordinance No. 76-0-120 
City Attorney's Letter dat~d 9/15/76 
Letter (Railroad Noise Study) dated 

9/B/76 from County of Orange 
Memorandum to the File of 9/B/76 



M E M 0 R A N D U M 

TO: CITY ADMINISTRATOR 

FROM: CITY ATTORNEY 

DATE: SEPTDtBER 15, 1976 

SUBJECT: LIABILI_TY FOR CITY ORDINANCE PROHIBITIN\. BLOWING 
OF TRAIN WHISTLES WITHIN CITY LI'UTS 

FOR~ CITY COUNCIL ME~TING OF SEPTEMBER 21, 1976 

Section 7604 of the Public Utilities Code States, in substance, 
that a bell or whistle shall be sounded a certain distance 
from street crossings exceot in cities. The City is, therefore, 
not prohibited from lim1ting bell or whistle use in the City. 

If the City prohibits the use of bells or whistles and an 
accident is so~ehow "caused" by the prohibitio~ a claim can 
be made that the City is liable. 

Each time the City engages in an activity, there is some risk 
that liability may follow. Claims can and have been made where 
accidents result from malfunctioning traffic signals, improperly 
designed intersections, improper warning devices for road construc­
tion, and so on. The City can and does carry insurance for these 
purposes. The risk is lessened by the gates, bells and other 
safety devices at the intersections in Placentia. 

t1y opinion is that the risk of liability by prohibiting train 
bells and whistles in Placentia is no greater than the risk 
created by numerous other City activities. 

CJP/mc 

Respectfully submitted, 

(i{adPJ.ilbc 
Charles J. Post, III 
City Attorney 
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CITY OF ANAHEIM, CALIFORNIA 

CITY OF LODI 
221 Wftst Pine Street 
Lodl. CA 05240 

Attention: Mary Joan Starr, 
Assistant Planner 

Dear Ms. Starr: 

Planning Department 

Karch 27, 1981 

This is In reply to your letter of March 17, 1981 requesting 
information about an ordinance prohibiting the use of Joconctive 
whistles within the City limits. 

Enclosed Is a copy of City of Anaheim Ordinance Na. 3616 which 
was adopted on November 1&, 197&. Yhe value of this ordinance Is 
highly questionable. The City Attorney has advised me that if the 
offending railroad contested an attempt at enforcement it would be 
necessary to provide extensive data and evidence in support of the 
prosecution. In addition, there is a question of liability. If 
there were accidents when the signal was not sounded would the City 
be 1 iable? 

In view of the above factors it may be advisable to look for 
other solutions to the problem. It would be helpful if there were 
other means of obtaining cooperation from the rat I roads. I would 
appreciate any suggestions you may have In reducing noise pollution 
from this source. 

Very truly yours, 

PLANNING DEPARTMENT 

~~~----------~ 
Associate Planner RECEIVED 

RJK:Ilh. 

Enclosure 

P. 0. Box 32::!2. Anaheim. California 92803 
(714) 999-5 I 39 

~.iAR 3 0 19di 

C0"''+:i•''f 
DEY£ l.'• t ... l 
DEPAI\,Iilli.l 
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All ORDUlJ\i-lt;~ OF ?.J!E CI'l'Y OF .fu!i\l.i;I!~ ADDiilG 
CiiAPTEn 6. 97 TO 'J.'Hl:: Al·W1I;Ii: illriliCIPAL CODI:; 
T?ERTAINING '1'0 TH:E USE OF LOCOHOTIVE NliiS'i'LE. 

'L'HE CITY COUHCIL or• THE CITY OF iUll\HI::Il-1 DOES OilliAI~'-l 
AS FOLLO\·IS.: 

SECTION 1. 

That Title 6, Chapter 6.97, be, and the same is hereby, 
added to the 1\naheim M1.illicipal Code to read as follows: 

"CHAPTER 6.97 USE OF LOCO!iO'fiVt: UlliSTLE 

.010 Generallv - 'i'he use of locor.lOtive ai.r 
s~ren, steam/or air whistle, \iithin the 
City of .i\nahciu at ull gate protected 
gra~e crossings shall be prohibited. 

.020 

SECTIOH 2. 

E::ccntion - i\nv locoi•IOtive enoinccr 
shall be permitted to use hisJair siren, 
stt1ar.t/or air \rthi:;tle if, in his opinion, 
it is ncccscarv to avert nn u~cuiate 
threat to liic- or ~ropcrty." 

SLVLRI\iliLl'!'Y. 

The City cow1cil of the City of Anaheim hereby ticcl.areo 
that should any section, para9raph, sentence or woru of this chap­
ter of the Coue, hereby adopted, be declared for any reason to be 
invalid, it is the intent of the Council that it woulu have passed 
all other portions of this chapter im.lepenC:ent of the elimination 
herefrm~ of any such portion as may be t-ieclarccl inv.:1lic.l. . 

SECTIO:~ 3. 

'.1.'he ci i:y Clerk shall certify to the iJuSS:lge of this or­
dinance and shall cause the sar.1e to be printed once within fifteen 
(15) days after its adoption in the :\nahci1.1 Bulletin, a neHspa?er 
of general circulation, printed, publisheu anu circulateu in snirJ 
City, and thirty (JO) days fro:-.1 ancl alter its final passaye, it 
shall take effect and be in full force. 

'i'HE FOH.EGOJ.i lG ORDI:-li\HCi; is approved and siyne..:i by me 
this 16th day of November , 1976. 

A'i'T:EST: 
....... ~ . 

FAL, JR: fm 



. 
CITY COUNCIL ~ 

CITY OF LODI 
HENRY A. CLAVES. Jr. 

JAMES A. McCARTY. M.yor 
City Manalfl' 

ROBtRI C. MURPHY. Mayor Pro T.,. 
RICHARD l. HUGHES. 

ALICE M. REIMCHE 
City Clerk 

WAlltlt KATNJCH 

JAMES W. PINKERTON, Jr 

CITY HALL. 221 WEST PINE STREET 
POST OFFICE BOX 120 

LODI. CALIFORNIA 95241 
(209) 334-563-4 

RONAlD M. STEIN 

Mr. Lawrence A. Wilson 
325 Daisy Avenue 
Lodi, CA 95240 

Dear Mr. Wilson: 

DRAFT -----

April 17, 1981 

We are enclosing herewith copies of ordinances re­
ceived from the cities of Placentia and Anahetm 
regarding the prohibition of th4! use of locomotive 
whistles within those localities. 

We would suggest that you come into our office and 
speak with our City Attorney, Mr. Ronald Stein, 
regarding your request that the City of Lodi adopt 
a like ordinance. You will note in reviewing these 
ordinances that this is applicable only in areas 
where there are gate installations. I believe that 
Mr. Stein will be able to answer any questions that 
you may have regarding these documents. 

AR:dg 

Enc. 

Very truly yours, 

Alice M. Reimche 
City Clerk 

Alice talked to Mr. Wilson over the phone. He came 
in and talked to Ron April 16, 1981 and received 
copies of the ordinances. 

City Attorney 


