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Public Works Director Ronsko advised the Cmmcil that the 
Salgn United 1\i:lthodist Church is requesting that the City of 
Lodi take over the maintenance of the two landscaped street 
median islands on Central Avenue betwel3n Elm and Locust. 

Thirty plus years ago the City determined that it was in the 
City's best interest to reroove the existing landscaped 
median islands on Central Avenue and replace than with 
paving. At that time the Salem United l\'Ethodist Omrch 
approached the City indicating that if the city would leave 
the two medians betv. 'en Elm and Locust that they would 
maintain them. The City did not reiOOve these ITJE'diuns, 
however, they did remove the medians south of Elm Street. 
Each of the two medians is approximately 165 feet in length 
and 10 feet in width and are planted with lawn. Each median 
is sprinkled by a manually operated sprinkler system and 
contains two street lights. 

The two major alternatives are for the City to take over the 
lawn and sprinkler system maintenance or for the City to 
remove the existing medians and replace with asphalt 
concrete. Shown below is a breakdown of costs for these two 
alternatives: 

AI ternate No. 1 - City to Take Over Maintenance 

Under this alternate, the City would add the maintenance of 
these two medians to the City's Landscape Contract. The 
addi tiona! cost to the City would be approximately $50 per 
month for median maintenance plus sprinkler system repair. 
Under this alternate, the Church would have to continue to 
manually operate the sprinkler system. They have agreed to 
take on the responsibility of watering. 

Cost to City - $50/rronth plus miscellaneous sprinkler 
repair. 

AI ternate No. 2 - Ramve 1\i:ldians and Replace with Asphalt 

Rerroval of existing median curbing 
and street lights 

Carpaction 

Asphalt Paving 

Replacing existing street lights 
with two mercury vapor lights on 
existing wooden poles 

Salvage value of existing light 
standards @ $100 each 

Cost to City 

$2,500 

$1,600 

$5,000 

$ 300 

$ -400 

$9,000 

1;~d.~;~ped m:~dian in the HlO block of North Central 1\Yellut::, 

t . of water1·11g·. Trte mot ion carried by with the excep 1on 
unaniroous vote. 



CITY OF LODI COUNCIL COMMUNICATION 
PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT 

TO: City Counc i i 

FROM: City Manager 

DATE: 

SUBJECT: 

Aptil 10, 1985 

Request from Salem United Methodist Church for 
City to Maintain LJndscape Island on 
Central Avenue - Elm to Locust 

RECOMMENDED ACTION: That the City Councii review this data and make the ap
propriate decision. 

BACKGROUND INFORHATION: Under the attached letter dated March 25, 1985, the 
Salem United Methodist Church is requesting that the City of Lodi take over the 
maintenance of the tv-.-o landscaped street medians on Central Avenue betv.;een Elm 
and Locust. 

Tnirty plus years ago the City determined that it was in the City's best interest 
to rerrove the existing landscaped median islands on Central Avenue and -replace 
them with paving. At that time the Salem United Methodist Church approached the 
City indicating that if the City would leave the two medians between Elm and 
Locust that they would maintain them. The City did not remove these medians, 
however, they did remove the medians south of Elm Street. The existing medians 
are shown on the attached Exhibits A and B. Each of the two medians is approxi
mately 165 feet in length and 10 feet in width and are planted with lawn. Each 
median is sprinkled by a mar.ually operated sprinkler system and contains two 
street 1 ights. 

The two major alternatives are for the City to take over the lawn and sprinkler 
system maintenance or for the City to remove the existing medians and replace 
with asphalt concrete. Shown below is a breakdown of costs for these two al
ternatives: 

Alternate No. I - City to Take Over Maintenance 

Under this alternate, the City would add the maintenance of these two 
medians to the City's Landscape Contract. The additional cost to the 
City would be approximately $50 per month for median maintenance plus 
sprinkler system repair. Under this alternate, the Church would have 
to continue to manually operate the sprinkler system. They have agreed 
to take,on the responsibility of watering. 

.;.· 

Cost to City $50/month plus miscellaneous sprinkler repair 
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Alternate No. 2 - Remove Medians and Replace with Asphalt 

Removal of existing r;,edian curbing and street lights 

Compact ion 

Asphalt Paving 

Replacing existing street I ights with two mercury vapor 
I ights on existing wooden poles 

Salvage value of existing I ight standards @$100 each 

Cost to City 

$2' 500 

$1,600 

$5,000 

$ 300 

$ -400 

$9,000 

t-bst medians serve to improve safety and movement of traffic, however, the ·reason 
for these medians is purely aesthetics. All other street medians, with the 
exception of Elm Street west of California, are maintained by the City. 

JU 
L. Ronsko 

ubt;ic Works Director 

cc. Salem United Methodist Church 
c/o Ha~ry Nies, Head Trustee 

JLR/eeh 
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SALEM UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 
345 EAST ELM STREET 

LOCI, CALIFORNIA 95240 

12091 3es-eeu~:~ 

Mr. Jack Ronsko 
Public Works Director 
City of Lodi 
Call Box 3006 
Lodi, CA. 95241-1910 

Dear Mr. Ronsko: 

March 25, 1985 

The Salem United Methodist Church Trustees are 
requesting that the City of Lodi maintain the 
island on Central Avenue, on the East side of 
Salem Church. This is per our telephone conversa
tion of March 21. 

We realize that it is the city's choice whether to 
leave the island in or remove it. Our preference 
would be to have the island remain there serving as 
a divider strip. We feel this island provides a 
safety feature in addition to beautifying our 
surroundings. 

Sinferely, 

1kr/7(~~ 

Harry R. Nies 
Head Trustee 
Salem United Methodist Church 
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PASTOR RONALD A. GREILICH RICHARD JACKMAN, DIRECTOR OF EVANGELISM AND YOUTH 
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\ Exhibit B \ 

CENTRAL AVENUE MEDIAN 

@ Elm Street Looking North 

Just N/Elm Street Looking North 

@Alley Looking North 
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CITY COUNCIL 
">#." 

THOMAS A PETERSON 
City Manager 

DAVID M. HlNCHMAt-;, ,\.layor 

FRED 1\'\. REID 
CITY OF LODI ALICE M. REIMCHE 

. City Clerk Mayor Pro Tempore 

EVELYN M. OLSON 

)A/liES W. PINKERTON. )r 

JOHN R. (Randy) SNIDER 

.. /" 
M.-. Harr)<·/ffi es 
6571,&-./Highway 12 
Lo.d(, CA 95240 
,//-

Dear Mr. Nies: 

CITY HALL. 221 WEST PINE STREET 
CALL BOX 3006 

LODI. CALIFORNIA 95241-1910 
(209) 334-5634 

April 22, 1985 

RONALD M. STEIN 
Cit¥ Attorney 

RECEIVED 
DATE: APR 2 4 1985 

AliCE M. REIMCHE 
CITY ClERK 

CITY OF LODI 

SUBJECT: Landscape Maintenance Median 100 Block North Central Avenue 

Be advised that pursuant to City Council action at its meeting April 17, 
1985 the City will maintain the landscaped median in the 100 Block North 
Central Avenue, with the exception of watering. 

In specific, commencing on May I, 1985, the City will be responsible to 
mow the median weekly, fertilize and edge as needed and maintain the 
sprinkler system. It shall be the responsibility of Salem United Methodist 
Church to water the median. 

Should there be any questions regarding this matter please feel free to 
contact me at 333-6740. 

Sincerely, 

~f~r 
Street Superintendent 

cc: Public Works Director 
City C 1 erk v· 

GCB:sls 


