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. CITY COUNCIL MEETING ···,, 

APRIL. 20, 1983 

Follo..;ing prese..'1tation by Deputy City Clerk Schroeder of a 
letter f.::·cm Congrcss:T'an No~ D. Shura,ay regarding his 
effort:-; to have English designated the official language of 
t.-:,e Unitc-.:1 States and a copy of the proiJOsed ConstitutiCJnal 
Arrc.'1dr.e:1t he is proro~.ing, Council, on rrotion of Mayor Pro 
Te.7p:>r(; Snider, Pinkerto:1 s~cond, urged support of the t 
subject Constitutional Arrendrrent. .:~-
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Mrs. Alice M. Reimche 
City Clerk 
City of Lodi 
221 West Pine Street 
Lodi, California 95240 

Dear Alice: 

............. , 20515 

April 4, 1983 

E C c r-l!Jl~TMI Aei18TNff R ,._\'t--

I enjoyed visiting with you at the Lodi Chamber 
of Commerce last week and appreciated your comments with 
regard to my efforts to have English designated the official 
language of the United States. 

I am pleased to know that you share my belief that 
English must remain our only national language, and that 
the federal government should not eucourP.ge the use of 
others. I firmly believe that linguistic minority groups 
in our nation must learn English if they are to become 
fully integrated into American society. 

The constitutional amendment which I recently intro
duced, if passed, will establish English as the official 
language of the United States, will stop the use of bilingual 
ballots,and will allow instruction in English in non-English 
languages to facilitate the learning of English. The 
constitutional amendment (H.J.Res. 169) is currently pending 
in the House Judiciary subcommitte& on civil and constitu
tional rights. 

I am enclosing, for your information, a copy of 
H.J.Res. 169 as well as the statement which accompanied 
introduction of the amendment. 

Again, it was a pleasure meeting with you in Lodi and 
I trust that you will continue to share your views with me. 

With best regards, 

NDS:kb 
Enclosures 

Sincerely, 

~ 
NORMAN D. SHUMWAY 
Member of Congress 
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98TH CONGRESS H J RES 169 lRT SES&ION • • • 
Proposing an IUllendment to the Constitution of the United States establishing 

English as the official language of the United States. 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

MARCH 2, 1983 

Mr. SJHTMW A Y introduced the iollo\\;ng joint resolution; which was referred to the 
Committee on the .Judiciary 

JOINT RESOLUTION 
Proposing an amendment to the Constitution of the United 

States b3tablishing English as the official language of the 

United States. 

1 Resolved by the Senate and HotuJe of Representatives 

2 of the United Stales of America in Congress assembled 

3 (two-thirds of each House concuning therein), That the fol-

4 lowing article is proposed as an amendment to the Constitu-

5 tion of the United States, which shall be valid as a part of the 

6 Constitution if ratified by the legislatures of three-fourths of 

7 the several States: 

8 "ARTICLE -

9 "SECTION I. The EngliRh language shall be the official 

10 language of the United States. 
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"SECTION 2. Neither the United State~ nor any State 

2 shall require, by Ia w, ordinance, regulation, order, decree, 

3 program, or policy, the use in the United States of any lau-

4 guage other than English. 

5 "~ECTION 3. This article shall not prohibit any law, 

6 ordinance, regulation, order, decree, program, or policy re-

7 quiring educational instruction in a language other than Eng-

8 lish for the purpose of making students who use a language 

9 other than English proficient in English. 

10 "SECTION 4. The Congress and the States may enforce 

11 this article by appropriate legislation.". 
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PHOI'O..'iJo;o CONI)TJTtrrJON AI. 
AMY.NOMEN'f 

HON. HOltMAN D. SHUMWAY 
or~rou~ 

IN ttlt: JIOUQ CW lltl'tlDUTATIYta 

WrciJ&•a4af, Marc-Ie Z. llll 
e Mr 811UMWAY. Mr. 8pcakrr. 
loda:t I am J)I"'PC)aUl.C an amendment 
lu the CoMtltuUon of the Unllt'C.t 
Stalt•s whkh deaianalftal:ntrlbh u thr 
nfrldl\1 liU\CUA«~ ol t.he Unlt.MI 8l.atr11 

I !!ihl\rt' l hr view of m"n)' Amcrk-aM 
I hnt fo~nlllllh muat rt"'naln uur unly na
Uonal lancuace. and that l.he hdcral 
Ouvcmmc-nt ahoutd not encourace lhf' 
&laC of otht"n. 1 firmly klwn that the 
linRnlsllc rnlnorlty .,-oupa In our 
Nation nmxt lrarn En1l~h U l hey a~ 
to bt•romt" fully lntr~ratt-d Into Amrrt
can soclcotr. ll Ia Ume for lhe h<k-raJ 
Oovenun.,nt to atop aendlnc eonnlct
ln~ alarmlJ to tM non-En.rUah·llpeU· 
ln1 people- In Am~rlca. The Unlt.t"d 
Stnh"A hllll, for example, lawa which on 
t.h.- one hand requlrt' a bUlncual ballot 
lor tho.c;c who do not ff'ad En1llah, and 
nat urMJil'.Atlon Ia•... on the other 
hl\nd, •·hkh »l.al.e lhat a aM"non must 
.. ,, :ld, wa nc and lflt'ak f'.n«IL'h In ordl· 
rmry uaaa:e" to beeoiM a U.s. ellllen. 

This rnoluUon. IJf'nt.k-aJ to lloUM· 
Joint Re»ulutlon 4U Introduced In the 
lith Concreu br the Honorable 
Robe-rt. Doman. will atop C.he u.w of 
the billru:ual ballot. will allow lh• In
atrucUon In EncUst\ In non·L'naUAh· 
l:u\~tU"'cs ror th.- purpoee of rnakln1 
aludcnta proficie-nt ln Enallah. and will 
rnd t h~ U."t' of ful't'llft tancuaaea ln 
subjt-eL·mat tc·r lnstrudlon. 

II is hoportanl to not,. t hnt t hi:i rra
olullf'n doc" not SC'ek to dl:;cour~t' the 
u~ o! any lancuAae Sot rt'lh:luua or 
ct·rr.monlal purposes. for domcaUc: uae, 
or lor thr preacrvallon of &fl<'••atraJ 
f'ultur~ nor doea the bill alf('("t lhe 
lc·:u·hinl of fon-l&n lan,uqe~ lo 
Amr•rk:An atudents. 
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CITY COUNCIL -
CITY OF LODI· 

HENRY A. Cli\\'ES. Jr 
C1ty Mana11er 

f V[ l YN M. OlSON. Mayor 

JOliN R (Rand~) SNIDER Alief M. RfiMCHf 

M<Jyor Pro T t-mpore 
City Clerk 

~OBERT C MURPHY 

IAMI !> W PINKERTON. Jr 
FR£0.\.1 REID 

CITY tiAtl. 221 WEST PINE STREET 
POST OFFICE BOX 320 

LODI. CALIFORNIA 95241 
(209) B4-5634 

RONALD M. SHIN 

Honorable Congressman 
Norman Shumway 
1150 West Robinhood Drive 
Suite 1-A 
Stockton, CA 95207 

Dear Congressman Shumway: 

May 2, 1983 

Thank you for· your letter of April 4, 1983. It was indeed a pleasure 
visiting with you at the Lodt Chamber of Conmerce breakfast. , 

I very much appreciated receiving a copy of H. J. Res. 169 as well as 
the statement which accompanied introduction of the .Amendment. 

Please Le advised that this infonnation was presented to the Lodi 
City Council at Hs regular meeting of April 20, 1983. The Council, 
by unanimous vote, supported the passage of this constitutional 
Amendment. 

We certainly appreciate being able to share with you our views on matters 
of mutual concern and your timely responses to our inquiries. 

AMR:jj 

Very truly yours, 

~ lJJ· JJa~~£ 
Alice H. Reimche 
City Clerk 

City AtiOfOt'V 


