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Follo.~·i.1g introduction of the matter by Cour.cil r-!errber Reid, 
and discussion, Council, on rot.i.on of Council t-!G:nber Reid, 
Snide!: second, adooted Resolution No. 83-28 - Resolution 
supporting SB 575 --Fora'1, whid.would rroclify the joint and 
several rule for damages other than out-of-pocket ~xpenses 
like medical bills and lost wages. 
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RESOWl'ION t-x:>. 83-28 

RESOLUTION SUPPORI'ING SB575 - FORAN 
tmiCH \O.JID l-fDIFY THE JOllT.C AND 
SE"!P.RAL RULE FOR DAt1AGES arHER THAN 
OUl'-QF-POCl<El' EXPENSES LIKE MEDICAL 
BilLS AND LOST WAGES 

\iHEREA$ I california IS judicial doctrine Of "Joint and 
Several Liability" established by State Supreme Court 
rulings in 1975 aoo 1976 held that liability for CL:images 
can be apportioned by percentages arrong different 
defendants and that any single defendant is liable for 
paynent of an entire jt.'rlgerrent when the other codefendmt 
cannot pay, even thoogh that deferxlant nay have been 
found only m.i.ninally liable in the first place. 

\'ffiEREAS, a recent survey by the League of Califo.rni.a 
Cities foond sare 84 small and nedi.um-·sized cities had 
paid out rrore than $16 million in the past tlu:ee years 
in judgements and settlements in cases where they had 
little or no responsibility. Orrrent damage exposure 
in pending sui~s for those cities anounted to ·rrore than 
$87 million. .. 
t'Oi, 'nJOEREFORE, BE JT REOOLVID that the City of Iodi 
joins other california cities wOO adanantly. argue that 
joint and several judgements are an unfair burden on 
local taxpayers and therefore strongly ·suwort SB575 -
Foran which ~d m:xlify the joint and several rule for 
damages other than out-of-pocket expenses like nedical 
bills and lost wages: and would thereby change the legal 
systEm so vi~ urgent needs are met, withoot givil19 
tort lawyers unlimited access to city funds. 

!Jated: April 20, 1983 

I hereby certify that Resoluticn No. 83-28 
was passed and adopted 't:1f the City Council of 
the City of IOOi in a regular xr.eeting he!.J 
.April 20, 1983 by the follcwing vote: 

Ayes: 

Noes: 

Absent: 

Co;mcil MenDers - Pinkertcn, ft.lrphy I 
Reid, Snider, and 
Olson (Mayor) 

Ca1r.cil Members - Nooe 

Coor.cil Me.nbers - None 

dhw ~. l<h#{'.JJ-/ 
Allee M. ~che 
City Clerk 

f u '-/ IJ...o 

i 


