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COM-MtJNlCA TlONS 
(City Clerk) 

COMPLAINT RE 
EXCESSIVE WHISTLE 
BLOWING BY LOCO­
MOTIVE ENGINEERS 

City Clerk Reirnche p·rescnted a letter which had been 
received {ram C. T. Babers, Genetal Manager, 
Southern PacUic Transpart-~.tian Cempany in response 
to a complaint regarding excessive whistle blowi-ng 
by locomotive engineers which read in part as follews: 

"We do not condone excessive blowing of the traia 
whistle, but the locomotive engineer is required by 
rules and court decisions to sound a warning as the 
train approaches a grade crossing regardless of the 
type of crossing protection that exists. This sigaal 
is to be com,menced sufficiently in advance ta afferd 
ample Warning, but nat less than one -quai"te r mile 
before reaching the c rassing. Additionally, it is 
necessary to use the train whistle as a means of 
cemmunications in train e.peraHons and fer stanc;lard 
safety procedures. 

Since the operation of trains in your area is uncle r the 
Ju-risdiction of Mr. K. A. Moore. Sacramento Division 
Superintendent. a cepy of youF letter is being passed 
to him with request that he take necessary precautions 
against excessive and unnecessary whistling in this 
territory." 

City Clerk Reimche was dh<ected to forward a co,py 
of tbls.letter to Mr, Lawrence Wilsaa, wha initiated 
the subject complain-t. 
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CITY OF LODI 
H( NRY A. CLAV( 5. It 

City 1\Un.aarr 

Atl(f M REIAtCHt 
City Clrrl 

lVHYN M. OlSON 

IAM(S \\'.PINKERTON. Ju. 
JOHN R. (RaiMfy) SNIOl R 

CITY HAll. Ut wtSl PIN( SlRH I 
POSt OfFICE BOll 120 

LOD1; CALifORNIA 95241 
(.209) ll4·S6l4 

RONALD M. STUN 
City Attornry 

~--~· 

Mr. Lawrence A. Wilson 
325 Daisy Avenue 
Lodi, CA 95240 

Dear Mr. Wi]:sen: 

May 12, 1982 

In response tG yeur letter dated Mareh 11, 1982, 
the City Co-uneil of the City of Lodi. direet~d that 
a communieation &e sent to Southern Pat!ifie 
Transportatien Com-paHtY to $eek a-n altlieable sol:ution 
to the complaint t)lat they are bl:ewinCJ their train 
air horns Ucn,necessarily and fo-r ex-cessively lomjJ' 
pe:iod~ o-f time ~s _they pass tl\reut}h LGdi a-nd d~ring 
sw.ltch.ln<J operat.~ons. 

Enclosed is a eopy of Southern Paeific: Trans~rtation 
Company's reply to our letter. 

If you have any questions regardin<J this matter, 
please do ROt hesitate to eonta<!'t thi$ offiee. 

Enc. 

Very truly yours, 

( . _ _.-.. , ,_ . I _., -. ' (· ,, . .. - .. .. 
.~ 

( ._.--, I ' ...... . .. 
- - - - .... , .... ~· 

Doreen L. Gau~el 
Deputy City Clerk 
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South ... , Pacific 

Transportation Compa~CElVED 
Southern Pacific Bulldlna • One Martlet Piau • s. .. Franc1'19ftliAPR-~s AM 9 I 3 
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Ms. Alice M. Reimche 
City Clerk 
City o.f Lodi 
P. o. Box 320 
Lodi, California 95241 

Dear Ms. Reimehe: 

562-24 

AUCE M. REIMCHE 
CITY ClERl 
ClTY OF LODl 

Y:eu-t letter of March 26, 1982, addres.sed to Mr. Henry Ortiz. 
Public Relations Manager, regarding complaints of excessive w-histle 
blowing by ou-r locometive engineers has been passed to my o-ffice 
for response. 

We do not concdone excessive blowing of the train whistle, 
bu,t the locomotive e;nglneer is reCiui.red hy rules and eourt d:eei­
sions to sound a warning as the train approaches a grade crossing 
regardless of the ty:pe of crossing pcrot-ection tha-t exists. This 
signal is to be eo-mmen-eed suffieieatly ln advance to affo-rd am,le 
warning. but no,t les,s than one-qua~-ter mile before reaching tl\~e 
crossiag. Mdittoaally. it ts necessary to 11se the train whistle 
as a means of communieattens in tratn operations and fo,r standard 
safety pl?oeedutes. 

Scinee thE! opera,t i&n of trains in yaur a-rea is under the 
juris-dtet:ten o-f M'rc. K. A. Moore,. Sacrament$ Dtvtsion SuperiRoten­
dent, a ea:py of your letter is being passe<! t(i) nlm with re<tuest 
that he take- n.eeessa.ry precautions agaiast exeess·tve and unneces­
sary whistling in this territory. 

Yours very tru-ly. 

CJ ~.cr.-tlJ~ 
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