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dance as education 
here is much to learn in the area of movement 

BvT0:'\1 m·:HU:'\OS 
,.,..;s·St~ntim·l >t:tff.,. ritt•r 

Jenry "Buzz" Glass was born a 
!!d of the Great Depression and 
~h a desparatt> need to be lung. 
Living in intercity ghettos in San 
jancisco. Glass <iescribed his liie 
iring the very lean times as 
jmeiy." 

F. ·1 wanted to belong. to be part of 
~ngs." he s:tid \\'e<ir.esuay during 
~\'is it to Parklane Elementarv 
fhool in ;>;orth Stockton. · 
~!e found his niche in folk dane· 
~- having hooked up with a group 
Lrtists in ::\vrth Beach. 
J' · l ·.nmt ever:: week ( f0r the folk 
~ :c'ingJ ... he said. "We had a lot 
~ <L'~pect and admiration for each 
: ~·.er. There was a mutual 
getht>rness. 
"We would go around San Fran
sea and dance in very colorful 
stumes." he said. "We lived a 
rv bohemian existence.·· 
He likened folk dance to a 
ligious experience. people com· 
g together to share a love uncon-

·uonally. :'.lore than so years 
ter. he's sharing his love for 
usic and dance with children 
roughout Califnrnia, stopping at 

!
arklane School for a morning of 

it hythm. dance anr' • Jng. 
Glass,_ now on the verge of his 
nd birthday. decided long ago to 

ut his love for folk dance to good 
· se. He begWl his teaching career 
. ore than five decades ago In Lodi 

B
en the number of schools could 
counted on one hand and the 

pulation was only 13,000. 
By promoting folk dance, "I 
anted to advance a belief In unity 

Jind the brotherhood or man," he 
!said. 
j But getting a job in 1939 when the 
depression was just beginning to 
1wind down wasn't easy, he said. 
Luckily he caught the Caney or a 
young woman named Frances, 
then-Superintendent Leroy 

:Nichols' secretnry. She put in a 
:good word for him and Glass' 
jdance experience caught the eye of 
<at least one school official. He was 
. hired and began teaching fifth· 
:grade at Needham S~hool. 

to what trar.sptres on the front line UOP: Floyd Bonet. a physical 
of education and children's lives. education mentor at Lincoln 

"Children learn by experi· Unified School District and Steve 
ences ... he sai<i. "Wt> still have a Falco. a S:o.:kton Unified School 
job to teach that movement Pduca- District physical education coor
tion is part of the total curriculum. dinator. 
You cannot eliminate the body Much of '.\·hat Glass teaches and 
from education." promotes as part of his movement 

Glass has helped produce more education is used by the LUSD 
than ::w educltional records. h'ls physical education specialists, 
authored several ho<Jk:; and maga- \lemk sail!_ 
zinc articles and scrvt>d as tht> edi- Lawrence School kindergartners 
tor for Let's Dance Jlagazine. through thir<i-gradt>rs got to tearn 

Paddle to your left and paddle to . 
your right, he said. as the students · 
made imaginary strokes of the · 
oar. They simulated the rapids and 
rocks by frantically waving their 
hands over their heads. Successful
ly through the rapids, they leaned · 
forward to thf':, toes. gliding· 
through the cain, waters. 

The students <1t Parklane School. 
one of the ffi'lSt raciallv diYersc~ 
schools in the Lo<li district. were; 
just up Gla:-.s· alley_ _ 

"it's ~:...rting to be a sm.!l-l('r: 
world."' he said. "There's a rcalf 
need I•) understand all cultures and' 
appreciate them :md to work 
toward a mov,·nwnt ;)( peace." 

His visit to the Lorii l'-'fied irom the ma~ter as Glass led them 
Sch•){ll District was coonhn;Hed bv through various songs and move
Daw :'llende. an i..l.!SD curricultun m·~nts. !magine ..-ou're going down 
coordinator: Doris 'lever fit- ii\·ed with the <'tiler single ,f. he 
kssor of physical t>du;:atl male t<-:~dwrs in a house near Ludi s. 

Hl!Zh SchooL "It was !!ke :l inter- •·---------------~ 
:Hty. ··he ren\Cn\b.-_:r\.~d. ~-

\\ ;ul~ In Lodi. l:e or~a:;ill'd ic>ik I 
festi\·al:; fut· the children at \licke 
l;rove Park and founde.-1 the Folk 
D.1nce Federation <'f California. 
Inc. For S\11. he hired a sound 
tr.Jck and put on a folk dance fesli-c 
val at Lodi Lake. 

"We pu~ on this magic festival." 
he said. "It was a good beginning 
to something that still exist'> to
day_" 

In 1942. he married Frances. and 
they left Lodi a year later to settle 
In Oakland. He was given an "op-
portunity class" when he began at 
Bret Harte Junior High School In 
Oakland. 

"They were 22 problem children. 
These kids were street wise and 
con wise," he said_ ''F<'rtunately I 
had street knowledge" after hav· 
ing grown up In the ghettos of San 
Francisco. 

He taught mentally retarded 
children for 15 years even though 
he was chastised by his ;>eers for 
trying to reach students they felt 
were unreachable, Glass said. 
Later he became the consultant for 
special education for the Oakland 
Unified School District. 

Glass never stopped dancing. He 
worked for nine years as 'the 
supervisor for elementary physical 
educalton in OUSD and taught at 
the Arthur !\lurray Dance Studio. 
lie passed along his trade for 20 
years at the Unveristy of the 
Pacific Folk Dance Camp which he 
describt•d as "the best In the 
world. :--;o one can touch th:: teach-

1
•·rs there ... 

lle is .t \'olun!t'er teacher with 
llw 01 ::-,:) ,.v,·rv Tu!'Sday and he 
· .. ,_.., :1 1:•·1:>~ lw:1 't.ty informed as 
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