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MODESTO CITY COUNCIL ~ 
RESOLUTION NO.Bl-361 ~ 

A ltiSOWnON OF TH.E. CITY. COUNCIL OF 'IHE CITY OF MODESTO REGARDING STAn: OF CALIFORNIA 
Pltl:O&lTIZATIOlt OF MUNICIPAL SERVICES 

UHEREAS, the Governor of California has submitted a proposed 1981-82 State 

Budget to the legislature which would sharply reduce revenues to cities of this 

State and change tha distribution of property taxes nov supporting city govern=-ata 

in California; and 

WBEaEAS, the Governor's Budget proposal maintain.a State programs through 

funding case1oad and workload increases, price adjustments, merit salary inc:.reaaea 

t.nd partial cost of living increases, and provides n•w spending for prlsona .. pesti

ddes, toxic materials, earthquake readiness, and conservation and eeonoadc invest:

..ats while reducing revenues to local governments which vill necessitate m..jor 

proaraa cuts in basic city services; and 

· ·~!'AS, the Governor's Budget proposal s~ift;s '$920 ~lion ~ _ propez:tY tax 

away froa cities and counties to fund State p-rograms clearly in. contraventi.ou of 

the philosophy that p-roperty tax should be used for property related purposes, auc:h 

as pollee, fire and stTeet maintenance; and 

WElt.EAS, the Covernor"s Budget proposes to use $250 million shifted fr0111 

city and county revenues to restore the 1DOnetary reserve of the State CoveX"n%1Mnt 

wldle cities are losing reserves ·and reducing basic services, sue':' aa pol.i.c:e. fi-re~ 

street maintenance, park maintenance and street lighting to meet revenue reductions;: 

and 

WEREAS, Proposition 13 has removed almost all revenue raising authority frollf' 

city councils and placed the financing of city government largely in the bands of 

the State of California. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the City CouncU of the: City of Modesto 

does hereby oppose the Governor's proposed 1981-82 Budget as total1y inadequate in 

addressing the service needs of this City, Stanislaus County. the Schoo1 District 

serving the children of this City, and special districts providing services to 

residents of this City; and , ... · · · ·.,., 

BE r£- ·wariirt· RtSotVJD t~'li~ th~ ~iJi·e·_.tegtslature take iamediate steps to 
.. .• .. • . , . ' \ '\ •J • 

develop a 1981-82 Stat.i 'sudgee'· t~at vill provcia' the following: 
·.• -fp \ . 

1. Design the cuts in reven~e,a, so as to leave qll. categories of agenc:1.es frena the 
. .. . .. . . . . .. . . ' , 

State Government to -cha•. ~llest local distriict v:lth the sane approx:imou:e un-
. . . . .... .. .. .... ...: .. .'tt I\ I •• 

restricted revenue grovch'· .til 1981-82. 

2. Eliminate the deflator mechanism of AB 8 (1979) which has provea totally un-
.. , I , 

workable and oppose any nev government financing measure vhich cont:sius a 

.. .. 

"deflator" mechanism pennitting local funding to be withdrawn vithout a vote of 

the teaislature. 
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3. Re~~ propertY t .. a local government revenue .use local gove~C: . 

• ~rvkea· ·ar_e property related and because the property tax can provide an iD-

.. .• ~, "'~~tiv~ ~~0~. cities, CO~ties and ~districtS to aaek new CO~tructlon &Del g~h~. 
'• I ' ' 

: 4 .. - ~til~e a more equitable 1Mtbod than the Governor's budset formula nov cont&ineci 

in SB 111/AB 251 vbich is basad on the amount of baU-out assistance recef..vecl 

UDder AB 8 to allocate reductions to revenues to local government ag~ea 1m 

1981-82 • 

.5. IU•inate the Governor's $120 million lav enf~rcement.. and crime preve:nt:_i.oca 

initiati~. The initiative redirects 1110nay ~1 fro111 lav en.forc.._t h c:f.tiea .. 

to State pTOj acts and forces counties to c:hanael 1110ney vldch cou1d be apea.e . 
" .. 

loc:ally fo"t jails through the State Government at· & time vben the withdrawal. of ~ ·. 

hdl·MQt~J · froa local aaeoclu vill cause reduc:tioa ·of 1&~ euforeeaeoc tnoar-" · . . 
at the city 1 ... 1. · ·· • 

..... 

~ IT I'UatUa RESOLVED that the City Clerk is henby direc:ted to Mad copiea 

of tlda raolutio~ to the Goveraor of California, to the State Leablatora rep~ 

aentiDa the· people of this City, · to the League of Cal1fcm:d.a Cit1.ea; and to the 

cities of the Ceatral Valley Division of tha League of Cali.forn.ia CitJ.u. 

The foregoina resolution vas iatTOduc:ecl at a reptlar maeti.ns of tba Couoct L 
. - . 

of the City of Moduto hel.d on the Sth. d·ay of Hay, 1981, by Cou.leil.a- ·,... tang • 
vbo .awed ita adop.tioft, vhich 1110tion beina duly aecODcled by Counci.lllember Br1 ght • 

vas upon wll call ca-rried and the resolution adopted by the follovin& vote: 

AYES: Coullci.l.Jieabera: 

JOBS: Councilmembera: 

ABSERT: Couneitme.bers: 

Brlgbt, -Elliott, Lang, Muratore, 'Patteraoa. 
Siefk.in, Mayor Mensinger 

Noaa 

None 
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