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‘ MODESTO CITY COUNCIL
. RESOLUTION N0.81-36])

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF MODESTO REGARDING STATE OF C.-\LIPORNIA,
PRIORIIIZKTIOV OF MUNICIPAL SERVICES

WHEREAS, the Covernor of California has submitted a proposed 1981-82 State
Budget to the Legislacure which would sharply reduce revenues to cities of this
State and change the distribution of property taxes now supporting city goverunents
in California; and

WHEREAS, the Governor's Budget proposal maintains State programs through
funding caseload and workload increases, price adjustments, merit salary increases
rnd partial cost of living iacreases, and provides new spending for prisons, pesti- _
cides, toxic materials, earthquake readiness, and conservation and economic invest-
wents while reduciég revenues to local governments which will necessitate major
program cuts in basic city services; and '

' WHEREAS, the Governor's Budget proposal shifts $920 million iq_ﬁrope;ty tax
avay from citfes and counties to fund State programs clearly in contravention of
the philosophy that property‘tax should be used for property related purposes, such
as police, fire and street maintenance; and
‘ WHEREAS, the Governor's Budget proposes to use $250 millfon shifted from
city and county revenues to restore the monetary reserve of the State Governmment
vhile cities are losing reserves and reducing basic services, such as police, fire,
street maintenance, park maintenance and street lighting to meet revenue reductions;
and

WHEREAS, Proposition 13 has removed almost all revenue railsing authority from
city councils and placéd the financing of city government largely in the hands of
the State of Califormia.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the City Council of the City of Modesta
does hereby oppose the Governor's proposed 1981-82 Budget as totally inadequate in
addressing the service needs of this City, Stanislaus County, the School District
serving the children of this City, and special districts providing services to
residents of this City, and T e . )

BE IT EURTHER RESOLV;D than\thg $tJ:e Legislature take irmediate steps to
develop a 1981-82 State Budggc Eﬁat will provide ‘the following:

1. Design the cuts in revenue:“so as to leave qll categories of agtucies from the
State Government to tha'samllest local district with the sane approximate un-
. restricted revenue groutﬂ rn 1981-82. v ,
2. Eliminate the deflator mechanism of AB 8 (1979) vhich has provenr totally un- ..
workable and oppose any new governmeﬁt.financing measure which contains a
"deflator” mechanism permitting local funding to be withdrawn without a vote of

the Legislature.
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3. Retain property ta' a local government revenue ‘ause local goverument
:;-_g_ urv:lces ‘are property related and because the property tax can ptovide an in-

cen:iv. fot cities, counties and districts to seek new cons:ruction and growth.\ :

~;6. 2 Utnize a more equitable mathod than the covemot 8 budget faml; now conuined

in SB 111/AB 251 which is based on the amount of bail-out assistance rec.ived
under AB 8 to allocate reductions in revenues to local government ageacies fn
1981-82.

3. Elininate the Governor's $120 million law enforcement and crime prevention
initiative. The initiative redirects woney awvay from law enforcement fn ciciu -
to State projects and forces counties to channel money which could be speat. )
locally for jails through the State Government at a time when the withdrawal of . -
such money from local ageacies will cause reduccion of law enforccam: mg:m
at the city level, . LS s

' BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the City Clerk is hereby directed to send coples
of this resolutica to the Governor of California, to the State Legislators repre—
senting the people of this City, to the League of California Cities; and to the
cities of the Central Valley Division of the League of California Cities. _

The foregoing resolution was introduced at a regular meeting of the Council )
of the City of Modesto held on the Sch day of May, 1981, by Couccilmei=. lang
vho moved its adoption, vhich motion being duly seconded by Councilmember Bright ,
wvas upon roll call carried and the resolution adopted by the following vote:

AYES: Counciimbcrs: Bright, Elliott, Lang, Muratore, Patterson,
: Siefkin, Mayor Mensinger _ .

NOES: Councilmembers: None
Councilmembers: Rone
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