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COUNCIL OPPOSES 
A B2400 (SHER) MAIL 
BALLOT ELECTIONS 

As requestP.d by the Council, a report concerning 
AB 2400 (Sher) Mail Ballot Elections was placed on 
the Agenda by the Cit~· Clerk. City Clerk Reimche 
apprised the Council that on March 17, 1982, the 
Lodi City Council by a 3 to 2 vote adopted Resolution 
No. 82-24 endorsing this bill. Because a Council
malic Election has been held in Lodi since the 
original endorsement. City Clerk Reimche asked 
the Council for an expression of their support or 
opposition to this bill. Provisions of the bill were 
then highlighted for the benefit of the Council by 
City Clerk Reirnchc. 

On motion of Council Member Olson, Pinkerton 
second, Council opposed A B 2400 (Sher) - Mail 
Ballot r:tections and dircc·tcd the City Clerk to so 
advise Senator John Ga ramcncli, State Committee 
on El('ctions and neapportionment. The n1otion was 
carried by the following vote: 

Ayes: 

Noes: 

Absent: 

Council Members - Murphy. Olson, 
Pinkerton and 
Snider 

Coundl Members - Reid 

Council Members - None 
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. ·. OTY COlJNCll 

ruo M. uao.; ~vor 

HfNRY A. ClAVES. Jr . 
City M.enaaet 

• ROBERT.&. MURPHY •. 
·CITY OF LODI All(.[ M. RUMCHE 

City Clerk M~hoT~ 
EVfLYN M. OLSON 
JAMES W. PINKERTON. Jr. 
lOttN R. (R.endy) SNIDER 

CITY HAll. 22'1 WEST PINE STREET 
POST OfFICE BOX llO 

LODI. CAUFORNtA 95241 
(209) ll4-S6l4 

RONALD M. STtiN 

Mr. Clark Goecker 
League of €alifornia Cities 
1400: K Street 
Sacramento, California 95814 

Dear Clark: 

June 18, 1982 

P"lea.s-e ·be. advised that the Lodi City council ·in action 
taken at its regula-r meeting of June 16, 1982 reseinded 
its eani.er .. .action .of support of AD 2400 (Sher) - Mail 
.Ballot. Elections. · 

The ea-rlier 'ac..tiorct wa,s passed in March prior te our 
Coun.cilmatie Election by a three to two vote. Three new 
Council. membe,~S- were ele¢ted in April and last niqht 
rescindinCJ. vate carried by 4 to 1. 

I have been.di-rected to apprise Senator Garamendi; State 
Committee on lUections and Reapportionment of Councj,l' s 
actio·n in this rna t ter e 

AMR/lf 

Very truly yours, 

(/(.~~···~' 
Alice M. Reimehe 
City Clerk 

City Attorney 
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League of California Cities RECEIVED 

Alice Reimche 
City Clerk 
City of locfi 
22'1 West Pine Street 
lodi, CA 95240 

Dear Alice: 

Sacramento, caltJnlfi ~4 AM 9: 08 
June 1• 1982 ALICE M. REfMCHE 

CITY CLERK -
CfiY OF t 001 

Thank you for ag_ reeing to coordinatf" efforts locally to gain legislative support 
o-f AB 2400 (Sher) .. mail ballot elections • ---.....;.--...-.- ...___,.. 

As you may know, t\B 2400 (copy enclosed) has p.tssed oot the the Assembly and . 
is now scheduled to be he-ard in the Sena,te -commi-ttee on Elec-tions and 
Reapportionment in the near future. 

lt is extremely important that the Senate Committee on Elections and 
Reapportionment hear from city officials urging support of this permissive 
legislation. We have enclosed a briei fact sheet on the biU. 

Senator Garamendi is a member of the Senate Committee on Elections and 
Reapportionment• Cities within the Senatot!s, ,district (see attaclled) should 
immediatel-y COAtact him regarding this legislation. Contact should be both by 
telephone and letter, and from the city council or mayor, the city derk and 
other local con~tituents who support this type of legislation, i.e., League ot 
Women Voters, Chamber of Commerce, toea! newspaper editorial-. 

Please request copies of all correspondence be directed to the league's 
Sacra-mentG office. Many thanks for your help in securing passage of AB 2400. 
If you have any questions, please don't hesitate to give me a call. 

CG:ft 

Sincerely, 

Clark Goecker 
Assistant· Director 

cc: Pam Swift, City Clerk, Pasadena, and Second Vice President, City Clerks 
Association of California 

SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA OFFICE 
1400 K STREET. SACRAMENTO 9581.& 

(9111) .&«·5790 

CONFERENCE REGISTRATION OFFICE 
HOTEL CLAREMO"lT. BERKELEY 94705 

1.&15) e.3-3083 
900 WILSHIRE BLVD .. SUITE 606. LOS ANGELES 90017 

(213) 62.&-493.& 
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June S, 1982 

Senator J'ohn,Garamendi 
State Capitol 
Sacramento, CA 95814 

Dear Senator Garamendi: 

We urge your support of AB 2400 (Sher)- mail ballot elections 

AB 240(J -

Key Points of the Bill: 

1} Limited to Special .Electior.s 

Those electicms that are more costly to the city 
and traditionally have low voter turnout 

2) All signatures verified 

A grea-ter safeguard aqainst fra-ucl than currently 
exists in a polling: place election 

3) All-undelivered ballots returned 

Ballots that ca,nnot be delivered to the re<)'istered 
voter are required to be returned to the 
jurisdiction coRducting· the election. 

4) Sanctions again$t coercion, corrupt.ion and fraud 

The Election Code, currently provides the 
necessary sanctions against coercion, co·rruption 
and fraud to safeguard the integrity of the 
election process. 

Very truly i·ours, 

Alice M. Reimche 
City Clerk 



June 8, 1982 

Senator John Garamendi 
State Capitol · 
Sacramento, CA 95814 

Dear Senator Garamendi: 

The City Council of the City of Lodi urges your support of AB 
24t0'0- ·tsne-rl- 1nail ba-llo-t elections 

AB .. 2400 -

Key Points of the Bill: 

1) Limited to Specinl Elections 

Those elections that are more costly to the city 
and traditionally have low voter turnout 

2) All signatures verified 

A <Jreater safeguard against fra-ud than currently 
exists iA a poll.i.ng· place elecuion 

3) All unc;lelivered ba-llots returned 

Ballo-ts tltat cann·ot be delivered to the registered 
voter are required to be returned' to the 
jurisdiciton coridueting, the election. 

4) Sanctions ag,'linst coercio·n, cGrruption and fraud 

The Election Code, currently provides the 
necessary sanctions against coercion, corruption 
and fraud to safeguard the integrity of the 
election process. 

Very truly yours, 

Fred M. Reid 
Mayor 
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TO: 

-League of California Cities 

Sacruento, C&l i fomia 
May 4, 1912 

FROM: CLARK GOECKER, . ASSISTANT DIRECTOR 

SUBJECT: AB 2400 (SHER, L. STIRLING) - MAIL BALLOT 

-. AB 2400 is permissive legislation ·authori:.ing cities to conduct special elections
by uil for the purpose of reducilla :election costs while increasing voter turnout. 

AB 240() is an extension of existing procedures. 11\e uil ballot election process 
h the sue used foT absentee ballots in .ci.ties, and is c~ently authorl:.ed foT 
use by all special districts-.. 

AB 2400 includes specific requiraats to safeauard the election process. 

Key Points of the Bill: 

(1) Uaited to Special .Elections 

- Those Jtlections -that are JDGt'e costly to the city and tTaditionatly 
have low voter turnout. 

(2) All ~ignatures verified-

- A greater safeguar4- against fraud than currently exists in a polling 
place election. 

(3) AU undelivered ballots returned 

- Ballots that cannot be delivered to the registered voter are required 
to be returned to the jurisdiction conducting the election. 

(4) Sanctions against coerc:ion, corruption and fraud 

- The Election Code. currently provides the necessary san.ctions against 
coercion, corruption and fraud to safeguard the integrity of the election 

.,.. p.rocess. 

Election by aai1 should not be confused with voter Tegistration by uil. AB 2400 
expands upon existlna procedUTes to ensure the integTity of the election process. 

The possibility of voter fraud appears tG be the ""~ tef eancern of tbose objecting 
to uU ballot elections. A8 2400 contains the requireaent for 100\ veTification 
of signaturcs- .. soaething not dono at a pol Una place election ... and the requireaent 
for returnin& all undelivered ballots. We believe these requirements will alleviate 
concerns re&&l"din& traud. 

HEADQUARTERS • • • • ever 
1400" STREET SACRAMENTO 95514 

CONFERENCE REGISTRA TK>N Of'FICE 
HOTEL CLAREMONT. BERKELEY 9-47()!) 

141~1 843-3083 

FEDERAL AFFAIRS OFFICE SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA Of'FICE 
')()I P£1\ir-.SYl Vo\tJIA AVE !'<..... SUIT£ 600 WASH INC, TON 0 C ;?()0()4 90C ""ILSHIRE BLVD. SUITE 702. LOS ANGELES 9()01: 

1?021 626 )108 (213) 624-4934 
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'lhe experience to elate suuests that the aail ballot elaction il a workable, cost
effective proceclure to uxW&e voter participaticm. 

We uk your support of AI 2400 (Shu, L. Stirlin&) 
• Partial List of thoae Supponiq AI 2400. 

City of San Oiep 
City of Roseville 
City of Pacific Grove 
Culver City · 
City of Duarte 
City of Concord 
City of Palo J.lt~ 
City of Rancho Cuc..mp 
City of Westainster 
City of walnut Creek 
City of Hunt-inaton Bndl 
City of Mocl•sto 
City of Napa 
FosteT Clty 
City of Santa Barbara 
City of Lodi 
City of Rohnert Park 
City of Pinole 
County Cluks Association 
City Clerks Association of California 
Leaaue of CalifOrnia Cities 

. . 



Senate eo .. tttee oa llect1oft8 aad Reapport1oa.aat 

JoatVT1Jht (Chair) 

lllrculea, AAtloch, Plaole, Pittabura, Brentwood, Conccrd, Pleaaant 
Hill, Claytoa, Walnut Creek, ~cb.ond, San.Pablo, 11 Cerrito, Kartiaaa. . . 
Cuvea (V1t!=Ciha1rl 

Caapbell 

lraa, Incluatry, Cov:lu, Weet Coviu, La Habra, La Habra HeiJhta, 
Walcut, Whittier, Irviu, Yorba Linda, San Juan C.p1etraao, La Hlrada. 

ElUa 
El Cajon, La Haaa, 11 Ceatro, Coronado, lravley, Calipatria, Calexico, 

Iaperial, Weat110rlaftd, Holtville. 

Caraaandi 

Galt, Folaoa, Stoc~ton, Lodi, Eacalon, tracy, laleton, lone, Senora, 
Aqela Caap, Aaa..dor, Sutter Creek, Jacklon, Plr-uth, 

Creeno 

Lakovuud, Bell Cardeaa, Coapton, South Cate, lell, Cudahy, llunt1naton 
Park. 

Montoya 

Alhaabra, P1co llvera, Monterey Park, Montebello, Irvindale, S~uth 
El Monte, Induatry, La Puente, Roao.aAd, San C.br1el, laldvln PArk, El HOnto • 

. 
Conaultant: Melanie Adaaa-~llnA, Sonlor Cooaultant, looa 4085 

.. 
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CiTY COUNCil HENRY A. CLAVES. Jr. 

CITY OF L-O-DI City Manaaer 
FRlO M. Rtl(), Mayor 

·. ROBlRT C. MURPHY. 
.:.:_Mayor Pro Tempor~ 

ALICE M. REIMCHE 
City Cl~k 

lVELYNM. OLSON 
CITY HAll, 221 Wtst PIN( STRUT 

POST OfflCt BOX )20 
tOOl, CAUFORNIA 9S2-41 

(209) ll4·S&14 

RONALD M. STEIN 
JAMES W. PINKERTON, Jr. 

JOHN R. (Randy) SNIDER 

Senator John Garamendi 
State Capitol 
Sacramento, CA 95814 

Dear Senator Garamendi: 

City Attorney 

June 8, 1982 

We urge your support of AB 2400 (Sher)- mail ballot elections 

AB 2400 -

Key Points of the Bill: 

1) Limited to Special Election:s 

Tnose elections that are m0re costly to the city 
a-nd traditionally have low voter turnout· 

2) All signatures verified 

A greater safeguard a<Jainst fraud than currently 
exists in a poll inq, place electien 

3) All undelivered ballots returt'led 

llallGts tha>l;. cannGt be delivered ta the registered 
vo-t.e~r are required te be returned to the 
}urisd'ietion conductinq the election. 

4) Sanctions ac:Jainst coercien, corruption and fraud 

Tile Election Cede, curretltly provides the 
ne'(:essary sanctions against coercion, ce-rruptien 
and fraud to sa,feguard the integrity of the 
election pl:'ocess. 

VeX'y truly yours, 

Alice M. Reimche 
City Clerk 



~UNClL COl\11\fUNlCATlet 

DATE 

June 16, 1982 

Ballot Elections 

·· · .. "· As requested by Council, AB 2400 (Sher) - mail ballot elections has been 
- pl~.ced on the agenda for Council consideration. 

On March 17, 1982, the Locli City Council by a 3 to 2 vote adopted Resolution 
No. 82-24 endorsing this bill. 

AB .2400 .is permissive legislation authorizing cities to conduct special 
elections by mail fo.r the purpose of reducing election costs while 

. .increasing voter turnout. 

Key points to the Bill ~re as follows: 

l) Limited to Spec~al Elections 

Those elections that are more costly to the City and traditionally 
have low voter turnout 

2) All signatures verified 

A greater safeguard against fraud that currently exists in a 
polling place election 

3) All undelivered ballots returned 

Ballots that cannot be delivered to the registered voter are 
required to be returned to the jurisdiction conducting the 
election. 

4) Sanctions against coercion, corruption and fraud 

The Election Code, currently provides the nec<.~SS,:)ry sanctions 
against coercion, corruption and fraud to safeguard the integrity 
of the election process. 

The League of California Cities is supportive of this Bill and has asked 
the City of Locli to forward its endorsement to Senator Garamendi, State 
Committee on Elections and Reapportionment. 

Because a Councilmatic Election has been held in our City since the 
original endorsement, I am asking that council give me an expression of 
their support or opposition to this Bill. 

fkuv~-~ 
ALICE M. REIMCHE 

City Clerk 


