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City Clerk Reimche presented the following letter which 
had been 1•ecelved fran Deboral} Seiler. Assistant to the 
Secretary of State, Elect lens and Poll tical Refonn: 

"In 1982 Congress amended the minority language 
provisions of Section 203 ef the Federal Voting Rights 
Act. lmendnents of 1975. The 1982 arenm~nts extended 
the minority language provisions of the Act for 
"nurbers af a single language minority whe do not speak 
or understand English adequately enough to participate 
in the electoral process' as detennined by the Directar 
of the Census. 

The Director of the Census has mode his detennination, 
effective June 25, 1984, when the deciston was 
published in the Federal Register. Effective 
inrnediate ly, the cotmt les covered by the minority 
1 anguage prov i s 1 ens are: 

Fresne 
lnt>Cria 1 
Kern 
Kings 
Mldera 

San Benito 
'fulnre 
l\1erced 
Yuba 
P..bnterey 

Jurisdictions not on the above list are no longer 
oblignted under federal law to provide minority 
language services. 

I have attachel far your reference a copy of the 
decision as it appears in the Federal Register. 
(Apologies fox the quality of the copy ••• ). The 
counties listed in the Federal Register must continue 
to provide minority language assistance under section 
203 of the Act. Cotmt ies fonnerly covered tmder 
sect ion 203 that are not listed are no longer obligated 
to provide services uiirer that sect ton. 

J~er, counties covered under section 4(f)4 of the 
Act, Kings, Merced, and Yuba, are still require<l to 
cooply with the mlnori ty language and preclearance 
requirements of that sect ion. 1\bnteray County is only 
covered under section 4(b) which continues to require 
preclearance of chnng~~:t~ in elect ion procedures. In 
order for M>nterey to be exmt>ted fran the minority 
language provisions, prior approval fran the U.S. 
Department of Just ice is required. 

I would 1 ike to efll)hasize that the change in federal 
lRW docs not alter the provisions of state law. For 
example, F.TCctions Code section 1635(c) requires oral 
assistance at polling places under specified 
conditions. Section 14203 requires counties not 
covered by the federal Voting Rights Act to post 
Spanish facsimile ballots in a conspicuous location in 
each polling place. Both of these sections continue in 
effsct. 
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Chapter 373. Statutes of 1982 gave the Secretary of 
State's office the authority to detennine whether the 
posting of fac.c;imi !e bn! lots is appropriate in all 
prednct s in a given county. We wi 11 be contacting you 
in this regnrd. roost 1 ikely after the Novmber General 
Elect ion. In the meant itre. if you are no longer 
covered under the Voting Rights Act. pleusc observe the 
provisions of sect ion 14203 in all precincts. 

Please call if you have tmy (!Uestions about this." 

City Clerk Reimche reported the effect this decision 
wi 11 have upon the City of Lodi in future c lect ions and 
respondctl to quest ions regnrding the rmt ter as were 
posed by the Counci 1. 
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Offlce of the Secretary of State 
~fareh F ong Eu 

I··A-

1230 1 Street 
Sa~nto, ~ornia 

Elections !'>tvision 
9ftE'C M![}44S-08='t» 

\~84 JUl I f·.M g· sa 
July 6, 1984 

SUBJECT: FEDERAL VOTING RIGHTS ACT: 1982 AMENDMENTS 

ALICE t·!. r..::lHCHE 
CITY CLERK 
Cii'Y GF LOr:l 

In 1982 Congress amended the minority language provisions of section 203 
of the Federal Voting Rights Act, Amendments of 1975. The 1982 amendments 
extended the minority language provisions of the Act for "members of a 
single language minority who do not speak or understand English adequately 
er.::•Jgh to participate in the electoral process" as determined by the 
Director of the Census. 

The Director of the Census has made his determination, effective June 25, 
1984, when the decision was published in the Federal Register. Effective 
inmediately, the ceunties covered by the minority language Provisions are: 

Fresno 
Imperia 1 
Kern 
Kings 
Madera 

San Benito 
Tulare 
Merced 
Yuba 
Monterey 

Jurisdictions not on the above list are no longer obligated under 
federal law to provide minority language services. 

I have attached for your reference a copy of the decision as 1 t appears 
in the Federal Register. (Apologies for the quality of the copy ... ) 
The counties listed in the Federal Register must continue to p~vide 
minority language assistance under lection 203 of the Act. Counties 
formerly covered under section 2C3 that are not listed are no longer 
obligated to provide services under that sect1on. 

However, counties covered under section 4(f}4 of the Act. Kings, Merced, 
and Yuba, are still required to c~mply with the min0rity language and 
preclearance t·equirements of that section. Monterey County is only 
covered under section 4(b) which continues to require preclearance of 
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changes in election procedures. In order for Monterey to be exempted 
from the minority language pr~v1sions, prior approval from the U.S. 
Department of Justice 1s required. 

I would Hke to emphasize that the change in federal law does not alter 
the provisions of S"tate law. For example, Elections Code section 1635{c) 
requires oral assistance at polling places under specified conditions. 
Section 14203 requires counties not covered by the federal Voting Rights 
Act to post Spanish facsimile ballots in a conspicuous lor.ation 1n each 
polling place. Both of these sections continue in effect. 

Chapter 373, Statutes of 1982 gave the Secretary of State's office the 
authority to detennine whether the posting of facsimfle banots fs 
appropriate in all precincts in a given county. We w111 be contacting 
you in this regard, most likely after the November General Election. 
In the meantime, if you are no longer covered under the Voting Rights 
Act, please observe the provisions of section 14203 in all precincts. 

Please call if you have any questions about this. 

Attachment 

cc: Ricardo Nieto 
Greg Schmidt 
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' • • ••. • J I t Executi·:..; o~'~ ~:' 1~· ~Z6 on June Z3. 1S3l 1!Hl"' Oet;,:or.!n_ ::tlon3. Un_t!'!r 'iit!:J u• ....... : .· :.' ... . _:~ ... 
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r~uC.\1{1)!\ i':o~r ... :.~~ -:f:ic'l. - : . • Commission\\"~·: ba i:dd nt the Chlc3 .. 1) • these data. and othr relennt l:?~il . . ~-·:. ·: . . 
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r:..,~:-t.·-:t.,, ASS. US!l.\, '.\'a"hington. . the form:tl for tl~c nr:d Co.nmhsloi, R~~lster and shall not be subjact to 
D.C. ~:;.;:;•1, i.>yJuly10. 1!l3l. report. review In 11ny court." Therero:e, cs of 



\. .. 
'.his· d.1t11, :h.o:.:t furisdic:tl.:.ns wblch are 
listed u C:O\'tttd by se~Uur. %Ul huve a 

.lotg.:l ooUg~ttfon to provid11 tl.e minurlty 
·. lii:tll'!:l:;a a;>slst3nce pr~sc:ril:1!d by . 

sectla11 :03 or t.':e Ac:t. T.sou 
l•trl:..!fc.•l'-'nl which were t'ubtect to 
:otte:.lon Z03 coveragtt ur.der the1975 

· .\menc:nenis to tha Votin3 Rizhts Act 
but whiclloa not suh!zct to ccvaraga 
.W'..:!-!1 th•t!::l Accm~ts ottul. 
t.'la:e.!.::3. t!a n;,t ai)p:mt en the 
_follc,·tl:::; !i:o:. ;u-e ~ ~"lger obli;ated to 

• · c:o:n;:!y \·f.th S:!ctian 203. Howevet. . 
·• . 10~• :t::"~~ctiotlS_t!ult ltl't't not oa thls _ 

•· -· list I1H :;till subj.act to the clinc:ity 

.. , tan.~·a~t re-:t~tmenl a! 'ectioa4Ul( 4). 
of L~.:t Ac::.. S.!! ap:;et:~ to ::a CFR Part 
~s (!9wJ. - ' 

•. · Dated: Juce :0. t93-&. i · 
; .. l;ba. tcu:ll. : . . 

::::: D~ lhttfla .Jfth• ~w:. 
·: . ~ . .. -..:· . . ·.; ... ,. 

~~·~·~· ----------~--------------·.··:· .. Niall..-
·: .... 

. ::;.":!"·-,·. · .... ~~ ~;. .. A&atlla: ·. ·-

.. -: :-_. ~ i.! ... O...,.. . ....,_ . . .. . . . .. -.. .... ~c.,..,.._.,.._ Co. ·':"';to.-... ~c-,_ ___ ....;... .0& 

. • :. ... . Noire e.:- .... . . c.. • . . 
• .. • ._..._~- to.. .... ~. 

I •. 

·, .... .Gei'-C~:IHM- 0& 
....... ~~.,....c.-ANa-~ ...... (A~ ............ . ..,.. 

~· 

~· ~~--------~ .. ,.,..... c:o.r-r---~ 
.- .tee: .. ~ __ ·;....---4 

·-·· ~~----~ • • . lo:~ Cowll:•,_·----1 . . . . .. . ""' s-o c-., __ __, 
. .·· •.• . -r--... ~""'-'Y------1 

. · 

·-.. 
-,. 

.. 

-l . ' 

-. 

·;.· .. ~ ..... .. 
~-co.-------f c.. . . A:>-...ca~.,...---f c.. IW '-CCIII;,.,_ ____ .., 0& 

. c:.rw:-c-rt·---~ 0& 
~·.~..a~-----4 .· ~ 
~·O.Ifft•-.:....----4 -

... u.a~c:--=t 0& c-.- e.,.;: • C4o. 

1'1:•:.·~-. 0& ..., -~· .. ~ 

~--~-- 0& 
: c..r-.·· 

·~T-.'''*If 
e.~ 

• ~;Ill • ,._ ,..., .... 

0:::1'"' 
·-·~ ~ 

~·C~-----~ . ...__ Co;ol!rt------l 
r • . . 

~ ......... 
MINICr:-Offft-----4--· 

• •.:-...- Ot:.r-t 0& 
. : ; ac...r· • 0.. 
.~· .. ; ... · .. ·...,., ... . . . ,. . . -. "--·co.-r ....... 

... _-: • ~~ ..... !!;· .; ... 

: ~c::r--~c..~ .. 0.. .. 
.. 

~ • ''• e • I 

... 

. . .,. 

~ .. 

. .. 

.... 

.1" 0... ..;.,~ , .. ~ ~ .. ~. a.:J 
I:S.U:IQ CCCI' :SIW7.W . • 

_,. - . -
.... .. 
. • ...... 

. . .·· .· ..... 


