TR Bt e, mnaiin

FEDERAL VOTING

RIGITS ACT:
1982 AMENIMENTS

CITY COUNCIL MEETING

_1)'% S e —————C——

City Clerk Reimche presented the following letter which
had been received from Deborah Seiler, Assistant to the
Secretary of State, Elections and Political Reformm:

"In 1982 Congress amended the minority language
provisions of Section 203 of the Federal Voting Rights
Act, Amendments of 1975. The 1982 amendments extended
the minority language provisions of the Act for
"members of a single language minority who do not speak
or understand English adequately enough to participate
in the electoral process' as determined by the Director
of the Census.

The Director of the Census has made his detemination,
effective June 25, 1984, when the decision was
published in the Federal Register. Effective
immediately, the counties covered by the minority

language provisions are:

Fresno San Benito
Inperial Tulare
Kern Merced
Kings Yuba
Madera Monterey

Jurisdictions not on the above list are no longer
oblignted under federal law to provide minority

language services.

I have attachel for your reference a copy of the
decision as it appears in the Federal Register.
(Apologies for the quality of the copy...). The
counties listed in the Federal Register must continue
to provide minority language assistance under section
203 of the Act. Counties formerly covered under
section 203 that are not listed are no longer obligated
to provide services under that section.

However, counties covered under section 4(f)4 of the
Act, Kings, Merced, and Yuba, are still required to
corply with the minority language and preclearance
requirements of that section. AMontersy County is only
covered under section 4(b) which continues to require
preclearance of changes in election procedures. In
order for Monterey to be exenmpted fram the minority
language provisions, prior approval from the U.S.
Department of Justice is required.

I would like to enphasize that the change in federal
law does not alter the provisions of state law. For
exanple, Elections Code section 1635(c) requires oral
assistance at polling places under specified
conditions. Section 14203 requires counties not
covered by the federal Voting Rights Act to post
Spanish facsimile ballots in a conspicuous location in
e?c;h polling place. Both of these sections continue in
effect.
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Chapter 373, Statutes of 1982 gave the Secretqry of

State's office the authority to detcrmine whgther the

posting of facsimile ballots is appropriate in all .
precincts in a given county. We will be contacting you

in this regard, most likely after the Novenber General

Election. In the meantime, if you are no longer

covered under the Voting Rights Act, please observe the
provisions of section 14203 in all precincts.

Please call if you have any questions about this.”

City Clerk Reimche reported the effect this dee?sion
will have upon the City of Lodi in future elections and
responded to questions regarding the matter as were
posed by the Council,
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T0: ALL ELECE}ONS OFFICIALS ND ELECTIONS VENDORS

FROM: A M 14/
DEBORAH SETLER
Assistant to the Secretary of State
Elections and Political Reform

SUBJECT: FEDERAL YOTING RIGHTS ACT: 1982 AMENDMENTS

‘In 1982 Congress amended the minority language provisions of section 203
of the Federal Voting Rights Act, Amendments of 1975. The 1982 amendments
extended the minority language provisions of the Act for "members of a
single language minority who do not speak or understand English adequately
sncugh to participate in the electoral process" as determined by the
Director of the Census.

The Director of the Census has made his determination, effective June 25,
1984, when the decision was published in the Federal Register. Effective
immediately, the counties covered by the minority language provisions are:

Fresno ~ San Benito
Imperial Tulare
Kern Merced
Kings Yuba
Madera Monterey

Jurisdictions not on the above l1ist are no longer obligated under
federal law to provide minority language services.

[ have attached for your reference a copy of the decision as it appears
in the Federal Register. (Apolegies for the quality of the copy...)
The counties listed in the Federal Register must continue to prbvide
minority language assistance under section 203 of the Act. Counties
formerly covered under section 2C3 that are not listed are no longer
obligated to provide services under that section.

However, counties covered under section 4(f)4 of the Act, Kings, Merced,
and Yuba, are still required to cemply with the minority language and
preclearance requirements of that section. Monterey County {is only
covered under section 4(b) which continues to require preclearance of
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changes in election procedures. In order for Monterey to be exempted
from the minority language provisions, prior approval from the U.S.
Department of Justice is required.

I would 1ike to emphasize that the change in federal law does not alter
the provisions of state law. For example, Elections Code sectTon 1635{c)
requires oral assistance at polling places under specified conditions.
Section 14203 requires counties not covered by the federal Voting Rights
Act to post Spanish facsimile ballots in a conspicuous location in each
polling place. Both of these sections continue in effect.

Chapter 373, Statutes of 1982 gave the Secretary of State's office the
authority to determine whether the posting of facsimile ballots fs
appropriate in all precincts in a given county. We will be contacting
you in this regard, most likely after the November General Election.
In the meantime, if you are no longer covered under the Yoting Rights
Act, please observe the provisions of section 14203 in all precincts.

Pleasa call if you have any questions about this.

Attachment

cc: Ricardo Nieto
Greg Schmidt
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