
City Mlnager Glaves presented the folla.ving report re­
garding boating on the M>kelume River: 

"At the August 1. 1984 Comcil meeting. questions were 
raised about means of providing better boating safety on 
the Mbkelumne River adjacent to the City of Lodi. 

The County Adninistrator was contacted and the follCMing 
i!)fonmt ion received: 

1. The County does not have authority to prevent boating 
on the river. Speeds can be limited to rmximm 1 imits or 
possibly •1orsepower 1 imits might be placed or. the boats 
using a port ion of the river. 

2. 'The Cmmty does have an ordinance regarding boating 
on waters within the Comty. 

3. Any act ions by the Comly would be by the Board of 
Supervisors and probably involve public hearings. 

I also talked to Sergeant Vierra of the Sheriff's Office 
about enforcenent of the boating laws. I learned that 
enforcanent on the Mbkelumne River is only done 
periodically because of the enonmus water area involved 
in the County. When the Sheriff's boat is on the 
M>.'telume it is extronely rare for than to find 
violations - everyone is on his good behavior. It is 
also quite rare for than to get reports of acctdents. 
The recent one was first of that magnitude in several 
years. 

If the City Council wishes to pursue the ~1tter, a 
request should be rmde to the Board of Supervisors 
identifying the type of action desire." 

No action was taken by the Counci 1 on this rmtter. 
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•"OUNCIL COl\11\1UNICATif'N 

TO THI CITY COUNCIL DATE NO. 

FROM. THI CITY MANAGER'S OFFICI August 10, 1984 

SUBJECT: lbat~ on Mokelunne River 

At the At¥JUst 1, 1984 Courx::"il meeti.zl:1, questions were raised about mea.ns of 
providinJ better boatir¥:J safety on the f.bkelunne River adjacent to the City of 
Lodi. 

The County Mninistrator was contacted and the following information received: 

1. The Count.y cbes rot have aut.rority to prevent toating on the river. Speeds can 
be limited to maximun iimits or fOSSibly oorsepower limits might be c:>laced on the 
toats usi.rg a JX)rtion of the river. 

2. The County doeS have an ordinaoce regarding boating O!l waters within the CoUFl·ty. 
A cc::vJ of the ordinance is attached. 

3. Arrj actions l:1t the County ~uld be by the Board of Supervisors are probably 1.nvolve 
public he=.sr ~ s. 

I also talked to Sergeant Vierra of the Sheriff's Office al::x:>ut enforcenent of the 
toatirxj laws. I learned that enforcanent on the :-k:>kelunne River is only d0ne 
periodically because of the eronrous water area involved in the County. Wher1 the 
Sheriff's toat is on the M:>kelunne it is extrer.ely rare for t.hen to find violations -
everyone is on his good behavior. It is also quite rare for than te get reports of 
accidents. The recent one was first of that magnitude in several ye!li's. 

If the City Council wishes to pursue the matter, a request sOOuld be maci~ to the 
Board of Stp~isors identifyirx] the type of action desired. 
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OP'P'ICI OP' 
COUNTY ADNINiaTIIIATOII 

Mr. Henry Glaves 
City Manager 
City of Lodi 
221 West Pine 
LocH, CA 9$240 

• 
COUNTY OF SAN JOAQUIN 

COU .. YMOU.C. IIIOOM 707 

IJ:I lASt Wl8& .. AVINUC 

STOCKTON. CAUP'OIIINIA esa02·2778 

August 7, 1984 

Dear Mr. ~:/(. 
BOATING ON THE MOKELUMNE RIVER 

In response to your request regarding options for maintaining 
boating safety on the Mokelumne River, I have enclosed a copy of 
the County Wat~r Safety Ordinance. One option available to the 
Lodi City Council is to request the Board ef Supervisors to 
designate this portion of the Mokelumne River as a "slow area". 
Upon receiving such a request, the Board of Supe!'visors would 
hold a public hearing. Shoultl the- Bo.'lrd find it in the best 
il.terest of the public to restrict spe~ds in the river, the City 
of Lodi, as the requesting entity, would uear the costs asso­
ciated with posting the speed zone. 

The Sheriff's Boatinq Safety Division does patrol ttlis portion of 
the river on a periodic basis. However, with only seven boats 
county-wide, patrol time spent in this three-mile stretctl of 
river is limited. I have asked Sergeant Wilbert Vieira of the 
Boating Safety Division to contact you to see if he can be of 
further assistance. 

I hope that this information is of value to you in resolving this 
issue. 

DDR:RSG:rl 
Enclosure 
c: Undersheriff Ken Stewart 

Sergeant Wilbert Vieira 

Very~rul yours, 

. ~ ,_,... 

DAVID D. ROWLANDS, JR. 
County Administrator 

,., ..... 
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DIVISION 4. WATER SAF[TY 

CHAPTER. 1. BOATING 

SECTION 4-4000. APPLICABILITY. This chaptu shaH be aj'pHca­
ble tQ and shall ~:overn all public-waters in¢luding lakes and rivers 
or portions thereof situated withi·n the boundaries of the County 
over which the County has pol ice powur jurhdlction, eitbel' ex­
clusively or concurrently with the United ~tates o-r the S.tate, or 
both, insofa.r .&s the provisions of this chapter do not con·fl.ict 
with applicable st~atutes or regula·tiens of the United States or 
the State. 

SECTION 4-4001. Df.FlN-ITIONS. The following words aRd phrases 
when used in any provision of UHs chapter shaH be c-on·s·trued to 
have the following meaning: 

(a) "Boat" shall 111ean any veuei or device, e:c·cept an aqua• 
plane or water ski, in or upon which persGn·S 01' property 
may be transported upon, under, or over the su-r.face of 
water including, but not conHned to, an;y boat, raft, 
barge, canoe, skiff, dinghy, rowboat, sailboat, sa1Hn·a 
vessel, yacht. 1110torboat, 110tor vesse 1, float, pontoon, 
c0111111ercial boat, launch, and ship. 

(b) "Motorboat" sllall mean any beat propelled in whole or, 
in part by a motor, engine, or •chanlcal device of any 
Hnd except ears or sails, indudlna boats te11p0r•rUy 
equipped with detachable ou-tboard 1110tors. 

(c) .. Aquaplane .. shall mean any device, lncludin£ skills, used 
for the transportation ef one or more persons upon tho 
surfacte of the water, and which is pulled Ol' towed, by 
any boat, vehicle, or other utive power by 11oans of a 
rope, chain, cable, wire, or o,ther connection. 

SOUi'Ci: CJltdiMnCII No. If 8 2. 

SECTION 4-4002. RESTROOM FACILITIES. Operators of all boat 
launching rups open to the public shall provide and uintain 
restrooa facHities for the users of such ra~~ps • 

SECTION 4-4003, and SECTION 4-4004. REPI!ALED by Ord. 215-J. 

SECTION 4-4005. SPEED. No person shall operate any boat 
or aquaplane in a manner or at a rate of speed which endanaers 
the life,.Hrab, or property of any person, taltinr into account 
weather condltiona, li&ht conditions, the ordinary use of wa-ters 
naViJtated, tho depth of the water, the ~ro:daity to shore, dockl, 
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""' 11nrncr!', hoat~. and othe-r ohstacle~. the condition of t--he hoat 
operated, and an~- other factor ..-hich a resonahl-c and- pruU.en-t ~r.an 
would consider in the safe operat i -. of the boa-t. O:per-a•tien of a 
ho01t or ;squaplane under any of the following conditions shall 
con~titute prtrna facie evidence that the boat is being ~-J'ated in 
vtolation of thh sectton: 

(a) At a speed gn·ater than ~o·ill permit it to be fully 
stoppt·d hy tht· exerCIH• of reason.ahle care with-h1 the 
assurcJ clear distance ahead; 

(hJ ,\t <a -.pn·J in excess of five !Sl stat-•Jte miles per heur 
1n any of the following a-reas: 
( l) ~a thin any area designated as a "sle-w a-r-ea'''; 
(.?) 1\i than one hundrl.'d ( 100) feet ef an:r per-sen ba·t·hing 

or swimming. 
( 3) 1\i thin onl' hundred ( 100) feet of any wat-el"ci'a.ft 

s1 xteen (If>) feet or le~s 1n length, whi-~h migfit 
he seriously endangered hy the wake of t:he passi-ng 
vessel; 

(4) 1\ithan tlo'o hundred (200) feet of a•ny swilllJiting floa-t, 
Jiving platform, I i fe 1 ine, or dcsi!!natetl swi-mm-i-ng 
area; 

(S) ~ithin two hundred (200) feet e.f any lega-l dod, 
wharf, dam, way, or landing float te wM-d\ boat-s 
arc I anded or made fast or which is used fo-r the 
emhar-kat ion or discharge of passengers as approved 
by U.S. ,\rilly Engint'.•rs; 

(f1) Within two hundred (200) feet of any aut-he-('iz-ecl beat, 
Sheriff's t>oat, or any other boat in the act of 
rescue operations, or draJuting for bod~ies o-r eq.ulp­
rnent, if the boat is marked: attempting tG eve-rhau-1 
or hoard a vessel involved in ny violati-&n ef this 
chapter or ot-her law, any vessel used for fir-e fight­
ing, or any vessel in the act of fire figb-Hng. 

SECTION 4--WOb. REPEAlED by Ord. 2lSl. 

SF.C"TION 4 • 4007. REPEALED by Ord. 21 Sl. 

SF.CTlON 4- ·Hl08. REPEAUO by Ord. 21 Sl. 

SECTION 4--WO!l. ~tARKW SI~Hf-'ING AREAS. No person shall oper­
att• any motorboat or sailhoat, ride, pull-, or tow any aquaplane or 
w.•trr sl..i~ wathin an~· de~ignatt•d Slo'imming area or within twenty 
( _'ll\ frt•t of tla- ,·~t(•rior hounJ.,rirs of any designated swimming 
;1n·a. 
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SECTIOS .t- .tO 10. NAVI<~ATI NC. N[,\R 1),\~1. No person 5ba,U operate 
any boat within fivt• hunJrcJ (500) f<'l't of any dam owned or 
operated by any puhl ic aRency o-r wi rMn any area Jesi~na-~ed by the 
regulatory acency of a body of pub I ic wa~t'r wht're sis:n5 ha-ve been 
erected givintt not i..:e of tht• rt'!ltrict ion. 

SKTlOS 4-.lllll. ANCIIORtNG IN PASSAGEI\AY. No pei'SOR shall 
anchor any boat f(lr fishing, loaJing, ·Jisd,;~:rging. ser-vici-ng. or 
ot-her purpose upon any body of wa·ter in a position w.lt~Et~ obst--ruct!\ 
a passage .. ay onlinarily used by othcr boats or an areD d't'sigAA·ted 
as a passageway. 

S[CTION 4-4012. ~IOORING TO BtJOYS. N0 pers.o.n shall 111001' or 
attach any boa•t to any buoy. beacon, or marker placed in t-he 
water by any s;ub I ic agcncy. except m0oring b~:mys 0r in an e~~er­
gency. 

SoW'ce: Ordina~ No. 682. 

( SECTION 4-Mlll. NJ:f;tff A API.ANING <Jt WATER SKHNG. No pnson 

l 

~hal eperate a at. ve kle, 0r ot er MHve power pullin•g or 
towing any aquaplane or water skier. nor shall any person ride any 
aquaplane or water skis between half an hour after sunset and half 
an hour be fare sunrise . 

SECTION ~4·014. OPERATION OF MOTORBO.ATS OK SMALL LAICES. Nn 
person sha 11 ape rate any 1110torb<>at on any lake contun ing less than 
three hundred ( 300) surface acru where signs have been erected at 
intervals ;,( not over OAe-quarter mile around said la~e ~i-ving 
notice of the prohibiti0n . 

SECTION 4-.(}15. r>tJMPl~; DEBRIS IN WATER. Na person shall 
dump or place in any puhl ic waten any garbage. trash. gasoline. 
oi 1. !lawdust, or a.'ly flo;~t ing debris \.hethcr from a boat. the 
shore, or any other place. 
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SfCTIO~ 4-.tfllb. SIIOOTISG ACROSS 1\'ATfRS. So person shall shoot 
any fi rc-;r.; or gun ope rat cd hy compressed gases o-r spring from any 
lmat or .1cross or over any pc.rt ion of the waters of a-ny lake or 
n·:o>crvoar; but this section shan not prohibit the shootiAg of a 
~hot RUn from a boat or across lake or reservoir waters during the 
lawful wa-te-rfowl hunting season for the rurpo~~ of killi-ng wa-ter­
fowl. 

:.c .. r~e: urdi•:a>'ICe No. fR2 • 

.:?.!.E!!.QN 4-.tiH 7. Sl'ilt+tlNf. IN PROI1HHTED AREAS OR MC>fl:E. TMA:N TWO 
ntJNbR£6 (laG) FEET FROM SiiOitE. . . . 

No person shall swin in any atca JesigAated as a no swilllllli'Rl 
area or more than two hundred (200) feet from the shore. o-r outside 
t-he bounJari«.>s of a marked swimming area or swim in a location or 
1n !tuch a mannt'r as to create a hazardous or dangerous condition to 
the !.Wimmer or any other person or object. 

!Jource: ordinance No. 682. 

SECTiON 4-4018. O~ERS' RESPONSIBlJ.nY,. No person own1ng. 
pouessing. or in charge o.f any b"1! s•han permit knowingly the 
htlat to be operated in violation of any o.f the pro.visions of tMs 
c1tapter. 

SOurce: Vi-dina-nee No. 682. 

~f.CjiO~ 4-401~. ~lRENS. No person, except a duly authorhed 
r~acc ofHc~r acti-nt in the perf<:)mance of his duties. shall use 
or sound a si,ren on any boa,t. 

SOurce: ordinanctt No. 682. 

S.E<:TJGN 4·402U. S:{!PE.R\'ISEP BQAT RACES. Ne previsien of tbls 
chapter shall b.- construed to prohibit· or restrict the operation 
of any boat a<tU3lly competing in a, race or resatta ove,r a •rked 
racing ceurse previously a·utherhed len writing and actively super­
vise.! hy the public agency havi,ng jurisdiction over the waters of 
~uch rae ing course or its duly authorized agent for tha,t pU-rp0Se

0 

nor to conflict with any of the Alles adopted by the agenct or its 
agent supervising the race governing the conduct o.f such races,. 

Sourc .. ·: CirdinaPJctt No. 682 • 2LSJ. 
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SECT!.~ 4-4021. S\,ERVISEll \\ATt:R 5110\\S. No prov1s1on "f thh 
chapter shall be construed to prohibit or restrict the operation of 
anr boat, aquaplane, or water skier actually participating in li 

wat<'r 10how previously authorized in writing and actively super­
vised by the public agency having jurisdiction over the waters 
on which the water show i~ conducted or its .iuly authorized 
agent for that purpose 

SECTION 4-40.!2. ,_l[TIIO(') OF ESTABLISHMENT. The 1\oard of Super­
visors by resolution as to waters under ltS jurisdiction and the 
authonzed representative of any other public agency as to water 
under its jurisdiction may designate and cause to be appFopriately 
mar\i.ed boat launching a.reas, areas designed exclusively fo.r swim­
ming, areas where swimming u prohibited, areas wherto boa·ts are 
prohibited, areas of restricted speed or "slow areas", and other 
boating and personnel control signs and devh:es and change them 
from time to time as the public safety and welfare aay require. 
Wl-rn appropriatel)' marked, no person shall fai 1 to Colllply with 
these designations. 

Source: Ol-di12anc41 No. 682. 
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