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CITY COUNCIL MEETING 
. AUGUST 15, 1984 

Counci 1 deferred to a date uncertain, consideration of 
the proposed Alnnn Ordina.'1ce following n request for 
delay frm1 the Sru1 Joaquin County Altum Association. 
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To: 

From: 

Subject: 

• CITY 
~ 

OF LODI 
POliCE DEPARTMENT 
2)0 WUT ELM STREET 

WDI, CAUFORNIA 95240 
1209) 368-{)616 

November 15, 1983 

Henry A. Glaves, City Manager 

Captain Flvyd A. Williams 

Lodi Pol ice Department AL1rm Board 

MAliC YA.TES 

As you are well aware. the Fo1icc Department has recently qone throuqh a re­
model of the Comrnunic:1tions Cent~r (dispatch), re~lacinq all of the Aqui~ment 
which was installed in 1967. There are two items which were not replaced in 
the recent remodel: 

l) The tape recorder (which was replaced about five years aqo) 
is still serviceable. 

2) The alarm board - which is still original equipment. 

At the present time, and for the past several months, we have been investiga­
ting various types of alarm boards and the costs associated with each. There 
are several reasons we feel we must replace the existin"J dlarm board: 

a) The equipment is outdated. The present board will show an 
activation, at which time the department must respond as 
if there is in fact a break- in or robbery in progress. Ti1e 
new alarm equipment has the capability of advising when the 
activation is dt~e to equipment failu-re rather than a boRa 
fide alarm. This would still require verification by the 
department but the l!\anner of response would be different. 
Net having an automatic emergency response reduces the 
chance of officer or citizen injury often associated with 
emergency response. 

b) Due to the aqe of the equipMent, we have fre-:ment failures 
at. the board. Motorola {who has been servicing the board) 
informs us they are finding it increasingly difficult to 
find replacement parts. 

. . continued .• 
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H~nry A. Glaves, City -nager 
November 15, 1983 
LPD Alarm Board 

c) The present board will not fit in the new console. The old 
board is currently sitting on a cabinet which is designed 
to hold the t~pe recorder which tapes telephone and radio 
transmissionR to the desk. Because the board is occupying 
the place for thO!! recorder, we have not had the ability to 
record calls for several months and this has caused some 
concern as w~ are unable to verify radio or telephone con­
vers~•ions when investigating citizens' complaints. 

Page 2 

With the aforementioned reasons in mind, we began to investigate varioue alarm 
boards which would La compatible with out console and which would qjve us and 
the subscriber good service. Approximately one year aqo, befure his retire­
ment, Captain Raggi (who was then the Administrative Services Division Commander) 
began to look at available systems. Because of the com.-..,ination of cost and not 
meeting the nt.::eds of our department, we were unable to locate a suitable model. 

Approximately one month ago Captain Larry HansE:., (now Administrative Services 
Div1sion Commander) and I visited Stockton Police Departmen~ to Jook at their 
system. Stockton Pol ice Department has the "Varite::-h" alarm system and they 
have been very satisfied with the way it has functioned. It has been in opera­
tio.• there since 19":2. In talking \ooith both management personnel and the dis­
patchers working with the equipment, all those contacted felt it was very reliable 
equipment. We questioned Captain Neeley about the cost and learned that the 
equipment belonged to the Jorgensen Company of Fresno, California. It was in­
stalled at no cost to the City of Stockton and is paid for :.>y the subscribers 
in thP. form of a monthly charge to be hooked up to the equipment. 

In order to learn more about the system and how it might meet our needs, I 
dir11cted Captain Hansen to contact Jorgensen Company and ask them to have a re­
presentative contact us. We w~re subsequently contacted by Mr. Cliff Pedersen, 
saJ..es representative, who examined our console and stated the Varitech unit would 
fit without any modification. 

When q11estioned regarding the cost ot the unit, Hr.Pedersen stated there were 
two opt ions open to us. Jorqensen would .1.nstall t:.e equipment at liO cost to 
the City. They would maintain and service the equipment and each business 
who was hooked up to the alarm would pay Jorqensen $B4..00 per year. This figure 
was bAsed on 50 accounts. Any business desirinq to connect to the equipment after. 
the initial cnangeover would pay a hookup fee of $50.00 and $84.00 per year. In 
additiv':l to this, Jorgensen will hook up any City alll.rms at no charqe. At present 
the Fire Department monitors 3 alarms which will be transferred to the Police 
Department when we take over dispatch. The Police Department presently has -four 
smoke alarms in the Jail which could be hooked to the equipment as well as the 
LocH Municipal Court alarms. 

Jorgensen stated t~:ey would require a seven year contract signed by t.he City. 
I requested Mr. Pedersen draw up a sample contract and return it, at which time 
I would request that Mr. Jerry Glenn attend the meeting. 

A meeting was subsequently held at the Police Dep.'lrtment, attended by Captain 
Hansen, Mr. Glenn, Mr. Glaves, Mr. Pederson and me. At that meeting terms and 
conditions were discussed along with the possibility of the City purchasing 
the equipment. Mr. P~dersen stated the Veritech unit we were looking at (at 
that time) could be purchased for approximately ten thour.and dollars • 

. . continued .• 
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LPD Alarm Board Page 3 

He was questioned in terms of the possibility of a conflict of interest de­
veloping in that they would install the equipment and then sell alarms to 
local customers, thereby developing a monopoly. He assured us his company 
was not and did not desire to be in competition with local alarm companies 
and went so far as to state that it could be made a part of the contract l:ha t 
Jorgensen would not install alarms locally. 

Due to the feature of the Veritech unit which advises if the alarm is a mal­
function or a valid alarm, it is necessary for the alarm companies to make a 
modification at the subscr~ber's place of business. Sue to this faet, it was 
decided to hold a meeting ·o~i th the owners of the three local alarm compa.aies 
(Paul's, Centurion and Mokelumne) to determine if they would be able to make 
the necessary changes and if the new system would create any problems for them. 

Captain Hansen made contact with the above named alarm coanpanies and met with 
them and Mr. Pedersen. Neither Mokelumne or Centur;.on had any complaint alx>ut 
the alarm or doing business with Jorgensen. Paul's indicated a desire to fur­
nish the alarm to the City rather than Jorgensen. This suggestion br-,ught 
dissatisfaction from both Mokehu .. ne and Centurion. They felt if Paul's had 
the equipment here he would be in a position to monopolize the market by cutting 
out the middle man. This was also our concern with Jorgensen when ~e asked 
if they would be in competition with local alarm companies. 

I requested that Captain Hansen ..:ontact other agencies who had Veritech equip­
ment to determine who had installed their alarms - was the company local -
how did they choose the company - and were !_:hey satisfied with Veritech equip­
ment. Captain Hansen contacted Stockton Po'lice Department, Galt Police Department 
and Manteca Police Department. 

Stockton Pol ice Department stated th·~y had done business witR Jorgensen & 

Company for several years and were happy with tt:lem. \ihen it came time to put 
in their new board, they stJyed with Jorgensen and t-l,ey continue to be happy 
with both the eq-uipment and the company. 

Manteca Police Department stated they decided what equipment they wanted, con­
tacted Day & Night from Stockton, and they supplied the equipment. 

Galt Police Department decided what equipment they wanted, contacted Paul's 
and he supplied it. They are happy with the equipment but not tne service. 

I should also note here that after discussing this with the local companies, 
it was pointed out that Veritech is now making a model which uses reverse 
polarity - requiring a dedicated pair of telephc.ne wires - and digital com­
munication which uses the existing lines from the business telephone. T-he 
feeling among the local companies is that with the ever-increasing cost of 
phone lineR, those business which are not high risk (high risk defined as 
banks, savings and loans, jewelry stores. pharmacies, etc.) will not be able 
to afford the cost of dedicated lines and will eventually g0 to the ligital 
communication. After this point was raised, Captain Hansen inquireci .. nto the 
availability of this equipment. Jorgensen will supply this to us (this is 
the price quoted earlier). 

. . continued •• 
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There are two considerations which must be made when deciding which board we 
-want: 

1) The board only capable of handling reverse polarity 
alarms will always tell us when the alarm is equipment 
failure. As stated earlier, that will determine the 
type of response we make. 

2) The combination reverse polarity/digital communication 
will allow businesses a direct hookup for less money -
t.hus allowing more people a direct hookup. If we go 
this way, however, we wi 11 give up the ability to know 
when we have a false alarm or when we have equipment 
failure. 

Even if we only have a .:everse polarity system here, we still must respom .. to 
alarms from local companies via an answering uervice. When this occurs we 
still have no way of knowing if the alarm is false. 

Since we feel time is of the essence in responding to alarms, I would recommend 
the -.lual model as those alarms coming direct are much faste-r in that they cut 
out the middle person. In the past there have been lengthy delays in relaying 
the information to the Police Department. 

'As an alternative measure, the City can purchase the equipment from the company. 
The cost of this would be as follows: 

Varitech unit: 

•spares: 
Receiving U11;.t 
Control Unit 

$ 

Total $ 

13,534 + tax 

2,381 + tax 
2,045 + tax 

17,<j60 + tax 

~· The "spares" are recommended as this allows the modular unit 
to be replaced in case of malfunction and the malfunctioning 
un ... '_ repaired later - allowing time to get parts, etc. ) 

Captain Hansen has conferre<! witn Motorola and they sta·ted they would be able 
to do the hookup and servicing if schematics and manuals were available to them. 

One of the problems with purchasing the equipment is that \:mless the City charges 
subscribers for a hookup (which has not been done to this point), those people 
coming direct would not be paying for equipment while those req-uired te ge to 
alarm companies have an equipment cost built in to their monthly service charge, 
causing an inequity. 

W~ also cecommend a priority list for direct hookup, limitinq the direct ho~kup 
to those businesses and institutions wh!.ch are a high risk • 

• • continued •• 
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Due to the problems stated earlier regarding a local company putting in the 
equipment, I recommend that we deal with an outside eompany with a stipula­
tion in the contract that they will not compete locally with our <.:arm 
companies. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Captain Floyd A. Willian;s 
Patrol Division Commander 

FAW: jkm 
encl. 



JORGENSEN & CO. 
2691 ~.EAST AVE •• FRESNO. CA. 9.)706. (209) 16a·61"1 
Al.SO l.OCAT£0 IN: VISALIA· M£RCED · ,_.OO(STO 

City of Lodi 
Polhe D partmPnt 
230 W. Elm St. 
Lodi, CA 95240 

Attn: Captain t.rry Hansen 

October 28, 1983 

Subject: Varitech Receiver for Reverse Polarity ~1nd Digital Dhlera 

Jorgensen & C0111pany has been in business since 1932 in the S•n 
Joaquin Valley. The Varitech receiving panel at the Stockton Pollee 

• Dept. is owned and Jllaintained by us. Jorgensen & C0111pany will furnhh 
and install at the Lodi Police Facility one Varitech receiver for reverse 
polarity and digital dblera at no coat to the City. We will connect 
the alarma presently in use at the Police Facility. The coat to connect 
the existing alarms vtll he $84.00 per account per yeal' payable annually 
in advance. The $84 :" per account per year 1a baaed on the approximate 
50 accounts that nov :..t~ing received. The term ot the agreement would be 
for a minimum of seven years. Whether we invoice the individual account 
or the alarm company, it does not really matter to ua. 

Alarma owned by the City and connect to the Varitech re-:-eiver would 
be at no coat to the City. All new alarms installed after t.he original 
changeover to the Varitech receiver would be charged a $50.~0 one time 
inatallation charge and $84.00 per year for connection. If we uy be 
of further assistance, please contact me. 

Sincerely, 

JORGENSEN & OOMPANY 

~~,tp/ 
Protective Syatema Division 

CP:bja 

• FIRl EQUII>MENT • IN OUST RIAL SAP'ETV • PROTf.CT IVE SYSTEMS 
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• 
ORDINANCE NO. 

AN ORDINANCE OF mE CITY OF LODl ESTABLISHING AND PROVIDING 
FOR mE REGULATION OF BURGLARY AND ROBBERY ALARM SYSTEMS 

The City Counci 1 of the City of Lodi DOES ORDAIN as 

fo 11 ows: 

SECTION 1. A new chapter t s hereby added to the City of -----
Lodi Municipal Code as follows: 

Sections: 

CHAPTER ALARM SYSTB1S. 

De fl n i t i on s 

Permit for Alarm System Required 

Application for Permit 

Application for Alarm Permit - Invest igst ion 

Suspension or Revocation of Pennits 

Notice of Appeal 

False Alarm Penalty 

Alarm System Standards and Regulations 

Alarm Requirements 

Autoanat ic Shutoff Requirements-Audible Alarms 

Delay Device Requirements 

Power Supply 

Testing Alarm 

Prohibitions 

Fees 
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Limitation on Liability 

Criminal Penalties 

Application of Chapter 

DEFINITIONS. For th~ purpose of this 

Chapter. certain words and phrases shall be construed herein as 

set forth in this sect ion unless it is apparent from the 

context that a different meaning is intended. 

Alarm Agent. means any person employed by an alarm 

business whose duties include the altering. installing, main­

taining. moving. repairing, replacing, selling, servicing. 

responding to (excluding public safety officer) or causing 

others to respond to an alarm system in or on any building, 

strueture, or facility. 

Alarm Business means any business carried on by any -------
pel"son who engages in the sale, leasa, maintenance, service, 

repair, alteration, replacement or installation of any alarm or 

alarm systems in or on any but lding, structure or racil tty. 

Alarm System means any mechanical or electrical device 

which is designed or used for the detection or intrusion into a 

building, strueture or facility, or for alerting others or an 

event within a building, structure or facility, which event 

causes a locJll a·1dible alaMn or transmission or a signal or 

message. A!arm syutems include, but are not limited to, direct 

dial tone devices, audible alarm and proprietor alarms. 

Devices which are not designed or used to evoke r pollee 

response, •'>r used to register alarms that are intended to be 

-2-
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audible, visible or perceptible outside of the protected 

building, structure, or fact 1 i ty are not included within this 

definition, nor are auxiliary devices installed by a telephone 

company to protect its systems which might be damaged ar 

disrupted by the use of an alarm system. 

~.!l!!nt means a person who perfects an appeal pursuant 

to this chapter. 

N>Plica!.!! means a person, firm or corporation who iiles 

an application for permit as provided for in this chapter. 

Audible~~ means a device designed for the detection 

of an intrusion on premises which generates an audible sound on 

the premiees when it is actuated. 

£U.x means the City of Lodi. 

Day means a calendar day. 

!.!!son means a person, firm, corporation, association, 

partnership, individual, organization or company. 

Propri!!._:lr Alarm means an alarm which is not ?egularly 

serviced by an alarm business. 

False Alarm mean:'\ the activation of an alarm system 

through mechanical failure, accident, misoperation, malfune­

t ion, misuse, or the negl i gcnce of either the owner or 1 essee 

of the alarm system or any of their employees or agents. False 

alarms shall not include alarms caused by acts of God, th~ 

malfunction of telephone lines, circuits or other causes which 

are beyond control of the owner or lessee of the alarm system. 

Permit for Alarm System Requ~ re!:_ No 

person shall install or se an a 1 onn system without first 
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obtaining an alarm permit issued by the City of Lodi in accor­

dance with the provisions of this chapter. 

------ App 1 i cat ion 

for an alarm permit shall be filed with the Finance Director on 

forms provided by the City, and the applicant shall, at the 

time of application, pay the fee established by resolution of 

the City Council. The application shall be signed and veri fled 

by the owner or lessee of the alarm system for which the permit 

;.s rt··quested, and the application shall contain such in.forma­

tion as may be required by the City Manager in order te ensure 

that the permit is issued in accordanc~ with the provisions of 

this chapter. Permits provided for in this chapter shall be 

issued by the Finance Director and shall be non-transferable. 

App 1 i cation for Alarm Permit - Inves­

tigation~ Upon receiving an application from any person for an 

alarm permit. the City Manager shall cause an investigation to 

be made of the system to be installed to determine if the 

system complies wi•h •· requirements of this chapter. If the 

proposed system complies with this chapter, the Finance 

Director shall cause a Permit to be issued. A conmercial alarm 

permittee may be allowed a direct connection to the City of 
·~ 

Lodi Police Department Alarm System, provided faci 11 ties are 

available for direct connection. Bach conmercial alarm permit 

holder whose system directly connects with the Lodl Pollee 

Department shall pay to the City on or before July 1st of each 

year, a fee set forth by reso lut 1 on of the Cl ty Council. 

-4-
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An alarm permit may be suspended and/or revoked as follows: 

(a} If, after investigation, the Chief of Police determines 

that the permittee has violated any provision of this chapter, 

has violated any rules and regulations promulgated by the Chie.f 

of Pol ice pursuant to authority granted by this chapter, or 

fails to pay a false alarm penalty as provided in Section 

---------'the Chief of Police s·hall send to the permittee, by 

registered mall, a notice of intent to revoke the permit~ which 

notice shall specify the violation or violations determined by 

the Chlef of Police ta exist and that permittee has the right 

to app~al the determination of the Chief of Police to revoke 

the permit to the City Manager, as provided in Seet ion 

of t he C i t y o f Lod i Mun i c i pa 1 Code , and that 

failure of the permittee to remedy the violation or violations 

specified in the notice of revocation within aaid fifteen-day 

period, or within such additional ttme as may be allowed by the 

Chief of Pollee upon a showing of good cause therefor, then the 

alarm permit shall be considered revo~ted and the alarm system 

shall remain unused until a new permit is issued. 

------- Notice of Appe~l· If any permittee is 

aggrieved by any action of the Chief of Pollee pursuant to the 

provisions of Section of the Lod i Muni cipa 1 Code, 

the applicant may appeal to the City Manager, by filing with 

the City Manager, a Notice of Appeal. setting forth the facts 

and circumstances regarding the appeal. This Notice of Ap.peal 

shall be filed not later than fifteen (15) days after service 

-5-
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of a notice of revocation as provided for in Section -------
of this chapter. The City Manager, or duly authorized rep-

resentative, shall. within fifteen (15) days from the date on 

which the appeal is filed, hold a hearing, consider all rele­

vant evidence produced by the alarm permittee, the Chief of 

Police or his representative, and any other interested parties. 

mnke findings and determine the merits of the appeal. The City 

Manager, or his duly authorized representative, may affirm. 

overrule or modify the decision of the Chief of Palice aRd the 

decision of the City Manager, or his duly authorized 

representative, shall be final. 

messages, signals, or notices arc received by the Police 

Deportment that evidence a fat lure to obtain a permit or comply 

with any other requirement under this article, the Chief oi 

Police is authoriz<:d to demand that the owner or lessee of the 

alarm system initiating such message. signal or natice, or his 

representative, disconnect the alarm system until it is made to 

comply with said requirements. 

Any person who maintains, uses or possesses an alarm, 

and which alarm has caused any signal, message or alarm to be 

transmitted to th" Police Department, either by direct 

telephone or other direct corrmunication or by colliT!unieatien 

from an alarm agent or an alarm business, or by a person 

responding to an audible alarm and which alarm is determined to 

have been a false alarm by the Chief of Police, pursuant to an 

investigation conducted by the Chief of Po 1 ice, sha 11 pay a 

false alarm penalty to the City of Lodi, os follows: 

-6-
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(a) For the third false alarm within a one-year period. 

permittee sblll pay a $50.00 false alarm penalty: (b) For the 

fourth false alarm within a one-year periad. permittee shall 

pay a $100.00 false alarm penalty; (c) For the fifth and each 

subsequent false alarm within a one-year period. the permittee 

shall pay a $125.00 false alarm penalty. 

In thE" event that permittee sustains five false alarms 

within a 12-month period, the Chief of Palice, in additian to 

imposing the false 

corrrnence revoca t ion 

and shall 

a 1 a rm p e na 1 t i e s pro v i de d he r e in • s h a l 1 

proceedings. as provided far by Section 

revoke the permit within the time period 

provided in that Chapter, should permittee fai 1 to demonstrate, 

to the satisfaction of the Chief of Police. that the alarm 

system is in good working order. 

Failure to pay false nlarm penalties as provided herein 

shnll be grounds for revacntion of the permit. The permittee 

has the right of appeal as specified in Section ------------
with respect ta penalties imposed by the Chief of Police for 

false alarms, pursuant to the provisions of this Chapter. 

------------- ~!!!~-~I!!!!~-~1!!!~! rd_!_!!!~ Re ~ l & t ions • 

All alarm systems and appurtenant equipment installed 

within th~ City shall meet or exceed the highest standards of 

the industry and those standards which may hereafter be 

established by the City. The City reserves the right to 

inspect all systems installed within the City. 

-7-



Alarm The alarm 

permitt~e shall supply on his application for permit the names, 

addresses and phone numbers of the selling or installing alarm 

company. or if the permittee is not under a service contraet 

with an alarm busines~:~, at least two persons to call in event 

of an emergency. In the event the names, addresses and phone 

numbers change, the permittee shall supply the changes within 

twenty days of the change. 

Alartl's. All audible alarm systems shall include a device whieh 

wi 11 llmi t the generation of the audible sound of the system to 

not longer than thirty minutes after activation when the alarm 

' system is protecting a residential structure and sixty minutes 

when the alarm system is protecting a conmercial structure. 

Said systems, however, shall include an automatic resetting 

device which shall cause the subject system to be re-armed upon 

automatic shutoff. 

-------- De l!I ___ De_v_.i_c_e ____ R_e_q..au_i ....,r.'_!_m_e_n_t_s_. All 

burgl~ry detection alarm systems that directly transmlt a 

signal to the police facility shall include a device which will 

provide a minimum of a thirty-second delay of the original 

transmission and activate a signal hrmediately in such a manner 

as to be p~rceptihle to a person lawfully entering, leaving or 

occupying the premises. Such a device is intended to provide 

an opportunity for the person having lawful co~trol of the 

-8-



alarm system to terminate its operation after activation but 

prior to the transmission of a false alarm. 

Po~!_~~e!I:.. An alarm system shall be 

supplied with an unlnterruptible po•er supply in such a manner 

that the failure or interruption of the normal utility electric 

service will not activate the alarm system. The backup power 

supply must be capable of at least four hours of operation. 

Te!!J'!!_Al!!!!!.:. Permittees shall notify 

the City of Lodi Pol i~~e Department emergency equipment 

dispatcher prior to t .;v service, test, repair, maintenance, 

adjustment, alterations, or Installations of systems which 

would norma,!y result in a pollee response. which might 

activate a false alarm. Any alarm activated where such prior 

notice has been given shall not constitdte a false alarm. 

Prohibitions. It shall be unlawful to 

install or use an alarm system which, upon activation, emits a 

sound similar to sirens in use on emergency vehicles or for 

civil defense purposes. 

Fees. Fees prescribed heretofore ln 

this ordinance shall be in addition to any othtr lawful fees 

imposed by the City of Lodi for doing or conduct lng business 

within the City of Lodi. 

Limitation On Liabil!.!I.:.. 'fhe City of 

Lodi is under no obligation or duty to any permittee or any 

other person by reason of any provision of this chapter, or the 

e:!xercise of any privilege by any permittee hereunder, including 

but not 1 tml ted to any defects in a pol ice alarm system, any 
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• • 
delay in transmission of an alarm message to any emergency unit 

or damage caused by delay in responding to any alarm by any 

City officer, employee or agent. 

Criminal Penalties. Any person who 

violates the provisions of the part, shall be guilty of a 

misdemeanor. 

Any perse»n 

who, on the effective date of this ordinance, possesses, has 

installed or uses an alarm system which requires a permit under 

this Chapter, shall apply for and receive a permit as previded 

in this Chapter, within three (3) months after the effective 

date of this ordinance. 

SECTION 2. All ordinances and parts of ordinances In 

conflict herewith are repealed Insofar as such conflict may 

exist. 

SECTION 3. This Ordinance shall be published one time 

in the "Lodi News Sentinel", a daily newspaper of general 

circulation, printed and published in the City of Lodl and 

shall be in force and take effect thirty days from and after 

its passage and approval. 
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ORDINANCE NO. 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF LODl ESTABLISHING AND PROVID!NG 
FOR THE REGULATION OF BURGLARY AND ROBBERY ALARM SYSTEI'.IS 

The City Counei 1 of the City of Lodi DOES ORDAIN as 

fo 11 ows: 

SECTION 1. A new chapter is hereby added to the City of 

Lodi Municipal Code as follows: 

Sections: 

CHAPTER ALARM SYSTEMS. 

Definitions 

Permit fer Alarm System Required 

Appl teat ion for Permit 

Application for Alarm Permit - lnvestigntion 

Suspension or Revocation of Permits 

Notice of Appeal 

False Alarm Penalty 

Alarm System Standards and Regulations 

Alarm Requirements 

Automatic Shutoff Requirements-Audible Alarms 

De lay Dev i ~~e Requ i remcn t s 

Power Supp:y 

Test lng AI arm 

Prohlbi t hns 

Fees 
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Limitation on Liability 

Criminal Penalties 

Application of Chapter 

DEFINITIONS. For the purpose of this 

Chapter, certain words and phrases shall be construed herein as 

set forth in this section unless it is apparent from the 

context that a different meaning is intended. 

~!~!~--~K~~ mean~; any person employed by an alarm 

business whose duties include the altering. installing, main-

taining, moving, repairing, replacing, selling, servicing, 

responding to (excluding public safety officer) or causing 

others to respond to an alarm systP.m in or on any building, 

structure, or facility. 

Alarm Business ;neans any business c~t rr i ed on by any 

person who engages in the sale, lease, maintenance, service, 

repair, alteration, replacement or installation of any alarm or 

alarm systems in or on any building, structure or facility. 

~!!!~_.E.J!i..!!!~ means any mechanical or electrical device 

which is designed or used for the detection of intrusion into a 

building, structure or foci 1 i ty, or for alerting others of an 

event within a building, structure or facility, which event 

causes a local audible alarm or transmission of a signal or 

message. Alarm systems include, but are not limited to, direct 

dial tone devices, audible alarm and proprietor alarms. 

DeviceR which are not designed or used to evoke a police 

response, or used to register alarms that arc intended to be 
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audible, visible or perceptible outside of the protected 

building, structure, or facility are not included within this 

definition, nor are auxiliary devices installed by a telephone 

company to protect its systems which might be damaged or 

disrupted by the use of an alnrm system. 

~EE!ll!!!! means a person who perfects ut appeal pursuant 

to this chapter. 

~EEl!£!!!! means a person, firm or cr1rporation who files 

an applica~ion for permit as provided for in this chapter. 

~!~lb.!!_~.!~!~ means a device designed for the detection 

of ~n intrusion on premises which generates an audible sound on 

the premises when it is actuated. 

~!!l means the Cl ty of Lodi. 

~!I means a calendar day. 

~!!!~!! means a person, fl rm, corporation, assocd a tl on, 

pRrtncrship, individual, organization or company. 

~!~2!.!.!!~!-~l~I~ means an alarm which is not regularly 

serviced by an alarm business. 

False Alarm means the activation of an alarm system 

through mechanical fall ure, ace iden t, ml soper at i o:n, mal func­

tion, misuse, or the negligence of either the owner or lessee 

of the alarm system or any of their employees or agents. False 

alarms shall not include alarms caused by acts of God, the 

malfunction of telephone lines, circuits or other causes which 

are beyond control of the owner or lessee of the alarm system. 

--------------
person shall install or use an alnrm system without first 

-3-



-
' 

obtaining an alarm permit issued by the City of Lodi in accor­

dance with the provisions of this chapter. 

______________ ~ee!!~~!!~~--~~~-~~J~JJ~ Application 

for an alarm permit shall be filed with the Finance Director on 

forms provided by the City, and the appl icnnt shall, at the 

time of appl lent ion, pay the fc~ cstabl i shed by resolution of 

the City Council. The applicntian shall be signed and verified 

by the owner ar lessee of the alarm system for which the perm.it 

is req~estcd, and the application shall cantnin such inferma­

tion as may be required by the City Manager in order to ensure 

that the permit is issued in accordance with the provisians ef 

this chapter. Permits provided for in this chapter shall be 

issued by the Finance Directar and shall be non-tra.nsferable. 

-------------- ~ee!!~!!!~~-1~~--~~~~~-!!!~!!_~--~~~s­
!.!1!!!~!!.:. Upon receiving an application from any person for an 

alarm permit, the Ctty Manager shall cause an investigation to 

be made of the system to be installed to determine if the 

system complies with the requirements of this chapter. If the 

proposed system complies with this chapter, the Finance 

Director shall cause a Permit to be issued. A conmercial alarm 

permittee may b~ allowed a direct connection to the City of 

Lodi Police Department Alarm System, provided facilities are 

a v a i 1 a b 1 e for d i r e c t conn e c t i on . Each c onme r c i a 1 a 1 a rm perm i t 

holder whose system directly connects with the Lodi Police 

Department shall pay to the Citv on or before July 1st of each 

year, a fee set forth by resolution of the City Council. 

-4-



-

-------------- ~~!e~~!!~~-~Ej __ ~~!~~~~~~~-EI_J:~~~~~ 
An alarm permit may be suspended and/or revoked as follows: 

(a) If, after investigation, the Chief of Police determines 

thnt the permittee has violated any provision of this chapter, 

has violated any rules and regulations promulgated by the Chief 

of Police pursuant to authority granted by this chapter, or 

fai.ls to pay a fnlse alarm penalty as provided in Sectien 

----------' the Chief of Police shall send to the permittee, by 

registered mail. a notice of intent to revoke the permit, whieh 

notice shall specify the violation or violations determined by 

the Chief of Police to exist and that permittee has the right 

t o a p pea 1 the de t c rm i n a t i on o f t he Ch i e f o f Po 1 i c e t o revoke 

the permit to the City Manager, ns provided in Section 

of the City of Lodi Municipal Code, and that 

fail~re of the permittee to remedy the violation or violatioas 

specified in the notice of revocation within said fift~en-day 

period, or within such additional time as may be allowed by the 

Chief of Pollee upon a showing of good cause therefor, then the 

alarm permit shall be considered revoked and the alarm system 

shall remain unused until a new permit is issued. 

-------------- ~~!i~!-21-~~~~~l· If any permittee is 

aggrL~ved by any act ion of the Chief of Pol ice pursuant to the 

provisions of Sect ion ---------- of the Lodi Municipal Code, 

the applicant may appeal to the City Manager, by filing with 

the City Manager, A Notice of Appeal, setting forth the facts 

and circumstanc~s regarding the appeal. This Notice of Appeal 

shall be filed not later than fifteen (15) days after service 
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of q notice of revocation as provided for in Section 

of this chapter. The City Manager, or duly authorized rep-

resentative, shnll, within fifteen (15) days from the date on 

which the appeal is filed, hold n hearing, consider all rele­

vant evidence produced by the alarm permittee, the Chief of 

Police or his representative, and any other interested parties, 

make findings ami determine the merits of the appeal. The City 

Man age r , or h i s d u 1 y au t h or i zed rep res en t a t i v e , rna y a f f i rm , 

overrule or modify the decision'of the Chief of Police and the 

decision of the City Manager, or his duly authorized 

representative, shall be final. 

When erne rgency 

messages, signals, or notices are received by the Police 

Department that evidence a failure to obtain a {1>ermit or comply 

with any other requirement under tltis article, the Chief of 

Pol ice is autharized to demand that the owner or lessee of Hte 

alarm system initiating such message, signal or notice, ar his 

represe~tative, disconnect the alarm system until it is made to 

comply with said requirements. 

Any person who maintains, uses or possesses an alarm, 

and which alarm has caused any signal, message or alarm to be 

transmitted te the Police Departmeat, either by direct 

telephone or other direct conmunicat ion or by conmunicat i'on 

from an alarm agent or an alarm business, or by a person 

responding to an audible alarm and which alarm is determiaed to 

have been a false alarm by the Chief of Police, pursuant to an 

investigation conducted by the Chief of Police, shall pay a 

false alarm pennlty to the City of Lodi, as follows: 
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(a) For the third false alarm win·tn a one-year period, 

permittee shall pay a $50.00 false alarm penalty: (b) For the 

fourth false alarm within a one-year period, permittee Phall 

pay a $100.00 false alarm penalty; (c) For the fifth and each 

subsequent false alarm within a one-year period, the permittee 

shall pay a $125.00 false alarm penalty. 

In the event that permittee sustains five false alarms 

within a 12-month period, the Chief of Po 1 ice, in addition to 

imposing the false alarm penalties provided herein, shal 1 

comnence revocation proceedings, us provided fer by Section 

and shall revoke the permit within the time period 

provided in that Chapter, should permittee fail to demonstrate, 

to the satisfaction of the Chief of Police, that the alarm 

system is in good working order. 

Failure to pay false alarm penalties as provided herein 

shall be grounds for revocation of the permit. The permittee 

has the right of appea 1 as spec i f i ed in Section ------------­

with respect to penalties imposed by the Chief of Pelice for 

false alarms, pursuant te the provisions of this Chapter. 

-------------- ~!!1!~-~l!!!~~-~!!!!~!!!!_.!!!~-~~!!!l!tion!.:_ 
All alarm systems and appurtenant equipment installed 

within the City shall meet or exceed the highest standards of 

the industry and those standards which may hereafter be 

established by the City. The City reserves the right to 

inspect all systems in~talled within the City. 
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The alarm 

permittee shall aupply on his application for permit the names, 

addresses and phone ~~mbers of the selling or installing alarm 

company, or if the permittee is not under a service contract 

with an alarm business, at least two persons to call in event 

of an emergency. In ~he event the names, addresses and phone 

numbers change, the permittee shall supply the changes within 

twenty days of the change. 

Alarms. All audible alarm systems shall include a device which 

will limit the generation of the audible sound of the system to 

not longer than thirty minutes after activation when thee alarm 

• system is protecting a resirlential structure and sixty minutes 

when the alarm system is protecting a conmercial structure. 

Said systems, however, shall include an automatic resetting 

device whicn shall cause the subject system to be re-armed upon 

automatic shutoff. 

All 

burglary d'etection alarm systems that directly transmit a 

signal to the pollee facility shall include a device whieh will 

provide a minimum of a thirty-second delay of the arlginal 

transmission and activate a signal irrmediately in such a manner 

as to be percE"ptible to a person lawfully entering, leaving or 

occupying the premises. Such a device is intended tc- provide 

an opportunity for the person having lawful control of the 
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alarm system to terminate its operation after activation but 

p~ior to the transmission of a false alarm. 

supplied with an uninterruptible power supply in such a manner 

that the failure or interruption of the normal utility electric 

service will not activate the alarm system. The backup power 

supply must be capable of at least four hours of operation. 

!!~!.!.!!IL~.!!!~.:. Permittees shall not i fy 

the City of Lodi Police Department emergency equipment 

dispatcher prior to any service, teat, repair, maintenance, 

adjustment, alterations, or installations of systems which 

would normally result in a police response, which might 

activate a false alarm. Any alarm activated where such prior 

notice has been given shall not constitute a false alarm. 

Prohibitions. It shall be unlawful to 

install or Mse an alarm system which, upon activation, emits a 

sound similar to sirens in use on emergency vehicles or for 

civil defense purposes. 

Fees. Fees prescribed hereto fore in --------.----
this ordinance shall be in addition to any other lawful fees 

imposed by the City of Lodi for doing or conducting business 

within tb~ City of Lodi. 

Lodi is under no obligation or duty to any permittee or any 

other person by reason of any provision of this chapter, or the 

exercise of any privilege by any permittee hereunder, including 

but not limited to any defects in a police alarm system, any 
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delay in transmission of an alarm message to any emergency unit 

or damage caused by delay in responding to any alarm by any 

City officer, employee or agent. 

Criminal Penalties. Any person who 

violates the provisions of the part, shall be guilty of a 

misdemeanor. 

Any person 

who, on the effective date of this ordinance, possesses, has 

installed or uses an alarm system which requires a permit under 

this Chapter, shall apply for and receive a permit as provi~~d 

in this Chapter, within three (3) months after the effective 

dat~ of this ordinance. 

SECTION 2. All ordinances and parts of ordinances in 

conflict herewith are repealed insofar as such canflict may 

exist. 

SECTION 3. This Ordinance shall be published one time 

in the "Lodi News Sentinel", a daily newspaper of general 

circulation, printed and published in the City of L0di and 

shall be in force and take effect thirty days from and after 

its passage and approval. 
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Approved this day of 

Name ----MAvon---------------------
Attest: 

ALICE M. REIMCJU£ 
City Clerk 

State of California 
County of San Joaquin, ss. 

l, Alice ~L Reimche, City Clerk of the 
do hereby certify that Ordinance No. 
introduced at a regular meeting of the 
the City of Lodi held 
thereafter passed, adopted and order~d 
regular meeting of said Council held 
by the following vote: 

Ayes: Council Members -

Noes: Coune i 1 Members -

Absent: Counci 1 Members -

Abstain: Council Members -
I further certify that Ordinance No. 
approved and signed by the Mayor on the 
passage and the same has been published 
law. 

Approved as to form 

RONALD M. STEIN 
City Attorney 

ALICE M. REIMCHE 
City Clerk 
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ORDINANCE NO. 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF LODI ESTABLISHING AND PP~VIDING 
FOR THE REGULATION OF BURGLARY AND ROBBERY ALARM SYSTEMS 

The City Counci 1 of the City of Lodi DOES ORDAIN as 

fo 11 ows: 

SECTION 1. A new chapter is hereby added to the City of 

Lodi Municipal Code as follows: 

Sections: 

CHAPTER ALARM SYSTEMS. 

De f 1 n i t ions 

Pe~1• for Alarm System Required 

Appllc.:.;tion for Permit 

Appl lest ion for Alarm Permit - Investigation 

Suspension or Revocation of Permits 

Notice of Appeal 

Fa 1 se Alarm Penalty 

Alarm System Standards and Regulations 

Alarm Requirements 

Automatic Shutoff Requ!rements-Audible Alarms 

Delay Device Requirements 

Power Supply 

Testing Alarm 

Prohibitions 

Fees 
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Limitation on Liability 

Criminal Penalties 

Application of Chapter 

'i 

---------- DEFINITIONS. For the purpose of this 

Chapter, certain words and phrases shall be construed herein as 

set forth in thts section unle~s it is apparent from the 

context that a different meaning is intended. 

Alarm Agent means any person employed by an alarm 

business whose duties include the altering, installing, main­

taining, moving, repairing, replacing, selling, servicing, 

responding to (excluding public safety officer) or causing 

others to respond to an alarm system in or on any building, 

structure, or facility. 

Alarm Busine~ means any business carried on by any 

perflon who engages in the sale, lease, maintenance, service, 

repair, alteration, replacement or installation of any alarm or 

alarm systems in or on any building, structure or facility. 

Alarm Syste~ means any mechanical or electrical device 

which ia designed or used for the detection of intrusion into a 

building, structure or facility, or for alerting others of an 

e·tent within a building, structure or facility, which event 

causes a local audible alarm or transmission of a signal or 

message. Alarm systems include, but are not limited to, direct 

dial tone dev·ices, audible alarm and proprietor alarms. 

Devices which are not designed or used to evoke a pollee 

response, or used to register alarms that are intended to be 
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audible, visible or perceptible outside of the protected 

building, structure, or !actlity are not included within this 

definition, nor are auxiliary devices installed by a telephone 

company to protect its systems which might be damaged or 

disrupted by the use of an alarm system. 

~~!!!!nt means a person who perfects an appeal pursuan~ 

to this chapter. 

~~£!!!.!.means a person, firm or corporation who files 

an application for permit as provided for in this chapter. 

Audible AI_!!!!! means a device designed for the detection 

of an intrusion on premises which generates an audible sound on 

the premises when it is actnated. 

£!!I means the City of Lodi. 

Dal means a calendar day. 

~!!!~!! means a person, firm, corporation, association, 

partnership, Individual, organization or company. 

Proprietor Al.,!.!~ means an alarm which is not regulart:r 

servtced by an alarm business. 

Fats• Alarm means the activation of an alarm system 

through mechanical fat lure, accident. misoperatlon, malfunc-

tlon, misuse, or the negligence of either the owner or lessee 

of the alarm system or any of their employees or agents. False 

alarms shall not include alarms caused by acts of Ood, tlle 

malfunction of telephone lines, circuits or other causes which 

are beyond control of the owner or lessee of the alarm system. 

Penni t for Alarm System !tequi red. No 

person shall install or use an alarm system without first 
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obtaining an alarm permit issued by the City nf Lodi in accor­

dance with the provisions of this chapter. 

---------- ~2!!£!.!.ion __ fo~- Pe_I!Il_i_~ Appl teat ion 

for an alarm permit shall be filed with the Finance Director on 

forms provided by the City, and the applicant shall, at the 

time of application, pay the fee established by resolution of 

the City Council. The applicntion shall be signed and verified 

by the owner or l~ssee of the alarm system for which the penmit 

is requested, and the application shall contain such informa­

tion as may be required by the City Man6Ker in order to ensure 

that the p~rmit is issued in accordsnce with the provisions of 

this chapter. Permits provided for in this chapter shall be 

issued by the Finance Director and shall be non-transferable. 

~22!!£!.!.io~_Jor~larm_Permit - lnves­

!!i!!io!'!.!. Upon receiving an application from a1~y person for an 

alarm permit, the City Manager shall cause an investigation to 

be made of the system to be installed to determine if the 

system complies with the requirements of this ch61pter. If the 

proposed system complies with this chapter, the Finance 

Director shall cause a p,Jrmit to be issued. A coomereial alarm 

permittee may be allowed a direct connection to the Clty of 

Lodi Police Department Alarm System, provided facilities are 

available for direct connection. Each conmercial alarm permit 

holder whose system directly connects with the Lodi Police 

Department ~hall pay to the City on or before July 1st of each 

year, a fee set forth by resolution of the City Council. 
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Suspension and Revocation of Permits. 

An alarm permit may be suspended and/or revoked as follows: 

(a) If, after investigation, the Chief of Police determines 

that the permittee has violated any provision of this chapter. 

has violated any rules and regulations promulgated by the Chief 

of Police pursuant to authority granted by thts chapter, or 

fails to pay a false alarm penalty ss provided in Section 

-------' the Chief of Police shall send to the permittee, by 

registered mail, a notice of intent to revoke the permit, which 

notice shall specify the violation or violations determined by 

the Chief of Police to exist and that permittee has the right 

to appeal the determination of the Chief of Police to revok'" 

the permit to the City Manager, as provided in Section 

of the City of Lodi Municipa 1 Code, and that 

failure of the permit tee to remedy the viol at ion or viol at ions 

specified in the notice of revocation within said fifteen-day 

period, or within such additional time as may be allowed by the 

Chief of Police upon a showing of good cause therefor, then the 

alarm permit shall be considered revoked and the alarm system 

shall remain unused until a new permit is issued. 

Notice of Appeal. If any penni t tee is 

aggrieved by any action of the Chief of Pollee pursuant to the 

proviaioRs of Sect ion of the Lodi Mu,Ricipal Code. 

the applicant may appeal to the City Manager, by filing with 

the City Manager, a Notice of Appeal, setting forth the facta 

and circumstances regarding the appeal. This Notice of Appeal 

shall be filed not later than fifteen (15) days after service 

-5-



I 

of a notice of revocation as p~ovided for in Section 

of this chapter. The City Manager, or duly authorized rep­

resentative, shall. within fifteen (15) days from the date on 

which the appeal is filed, hold a hearing. consider all rele-

vant evidence produced by the alarm permittee, the Chief of 

Police or his representative, and any other interested J>arties, 

make findings and determine the merits of the appeal. The City 

Manager, or his duly authorized representative. may affirm, 

overrule or modify the decision of the Chief of Police and the 

decision of the City Manager, or his duly authorized 

represeritative, shall be final. 

messages, signals, or notices arc received by the Police 

Department that evidence a failure to abtain a permit or comply 

with any other requirement under this article, the Chief of 

Police is authorized to demand that the owner or lessee of the 

alarm system initiating such message, signal or notice, er his 

representative, disconnect the alarm system until it is made to 

comply with said requirements. 

Any person who maintains, uses or possesses an alarm, 

and which alarm has caused any signal, message or alarm ta be 

transmitted ta the Police Department, either by direct 

telephone or other direct con:muni cat ion or by canmuni cat ion 

from an alarm agent or an alarm business. or by a person 

responding to an audible alarm and which alarm is determined to 

have been a false alarm by the Chief of Police, pursuant to an 

investigation conducted by the Chief of Police, shall pay a 

false alarm penalty to the City of Lodi, as follows: 
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(a) For the third false alarm within~ one-year period, 

permittee shall pay a $50.00 false alarm penalty; (b) For the 

fourth false alarm within n one-year period, permittee shall 

pay a $100.00 false alarm penalty; (c) For the fifth and each 

subsequent false alarm within a one-year period, the permittee 

shall pay a $125.00 false alarm penalty. 

In the event that permittee sustains five fa.lse alarms 

within a 12-month period. the Chief of Police, in ad<lition to 

imposing the false alarm penalties provided herein, shall 

conmence revocation proceedings. as provided for by Section 

and shall revoke the permit within the ti·me period 

provided in that Chapter. should permittee fail to demanstrate, 

t o t he sa t i s fa c t i on o f t he Ch i e f o f Po 1 i c e • t ha t the a 1 arm 

system is in good workiAg order. 

Failure to pay false alarm penalties as pr·ovhled herein 

shall be grounds for revocation of the permit. The permittee 

has the right of appeal ns speci fi.ed in Sect ion ---------­

with respect to penalties imposed by the Chh!f of Police for 

false alarms, pursuant to the provisions af thiu Chapter. 

~.!.!!~-~I! t em.,..~ t and a rd~ 8·_!!d R!_P-1 at ions.!. 

All alarm systems and appurhmant equipment installed 

within the City shall meet or exceed tble blighest standards af 

the industry and these standards which may hereafter be 

established hy the City. The City reserves the right to 

inspect all systems installed within the City. 
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The alarm 

permittee shall supply on his application for permit the names, 

addresses and phone numbers of the selling or installing alarm 

company, or if the permittee is not under a service contract 

with an alarm business, at least two persons to call in event 

of an emergency. In the event the names, add res ae s and phone 

numbers change, the permittee shall supply the changes within 

twenty days of the change. 

Alarms. 

Automat !~2.!1.E..!2..!'.! _ _Req_'!_!_remen t !!.:. Aud L~J e 

All audible alarm systems shall include a device which 

will limit the generation of the audible sound of the syste~ to 

not longer than thirty minutes after activation when the alarm 

' system is protecting a residential structure and six,ty minutes 

when the alarm system is protecting a conmereial struetu,re. 

Said systems, however, shall include a,n automatic resetting 

device which shall cause the subject system to be re-armed upen 

automatic ~hutoff. 

Delay Device Reguire~.!.!..:. All 

burglary detection alarm systems that directly transmit a 

signal to the police facility shall include a device which wi 11 

provi~e a minimum of a thirty-second delay of the original 

t ransmi sal on and act 1 vat 9 a signa 1 inmedi ate 1 y ia1 such a manner 

as to be perceptible to a person lawfully entering, leaving or 

occupying the premises. Such a device 1 s intended to provide 

an opportunity for the person having lawful control of the 
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alarm system to terminate its operation after activation but 

prior to the transmission of a false alarm. 

------- Po~r_!~2.!.l.:. An alarm system shall be 

supplied with an uninterruptible po-w~:er supply in such a manner 

that the failure or interruption of the normal utility electric 

service will not activate the alarm system. The backup power 

supply must be capable of at least four hours of operation. 

-------- !!!!.!.!!K~Al!!ffi· Penni t tees shall notify 

the City ef Lotti Police Departm~nt emergeacy equipment 

dispatcher prior to any service, test, repair, maintenance, 

adjustment, alterations, or 

would normally result in a 

installations of systems 

police response, which 

which 

might 

activate a false alarm. Any alarm activated where such prior 

notice hL\S been given shall not constitute a false alarm. 

Prohibit ions. It shall be un lawfu 1 to 

install or use an alarm system wh~ich, upon activation, emits a 

sound similar to sirens in use on emergency vehicles or for 

civil det~nse purvoses. 

Fees. Fees pr~scr!bed heretofore in 

this ordinance shall be in addition to any other lawful fees 

imposed by the City o! Lodi for doing or conducting business 

within the City of Lodi. 

Limitation On Liability. The City of 

Lodi ls under no obligation or duty to any permittee or any 

other person by reason of any provision of this chapter, or the 

exercise of any privilege by any pe~ittee hereunder, including 

but not limited to any defects In a police alarm eyatem, any 
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delay in transmission of an alarm message to any emergency unit 

or damage caused by delay in responding to any alarm by any 

City officer, employee or agent. 

Criminal Penalties. Any person who 

violates the provisions of the part. shall be guilty of a 

misdemeanor. 

~2li~ation af ChaJ!ter. Any person 

wha, on U~d effective date of this ardinance. possesses. has 

installed or uses an alarm system which requires a permit under 

this Chapter, shall apply for and receive a permit as provided 

in this Chapter. within three (3) months after the effective 

date of this ordinance. 

SECTION 2. All ordinances and parts of ordinances in 

confl let herewith are repealed insofar as auch confl let may 

exist. 

SECTION 3. This Ordinance shall be published one time 

in the "Lodi News Sentinel". a daily newspaper of general 

circulation, printed and published in the City of Lodi and 

shall be in force and take effect thirty days from and after 

its passage and approval. 
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April 27, 1984 

To: llonorablc r.lnyor nncl Counci 1 
Stnff 

F r·om: C i t y At to 1·ney 

Enclosed herewith, please find a rough drnft of n new ordinance 
for Alnr·m Systems within the City. I would npprcciatc your 
reviewing this dr11ft nnd letting me hnvc your comr'!cnts on sumc. 

Thnnk you. -. 

·\J~----.. no~~n-r:1:--sTr:n~-----------
ci ty Attorney 

vc 

enclosure 



DRAFT 

ORDINANCE NO. 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF LODI ESTABLISHING AND PROVIDING 
FOR TilE REGULATiON OF BURGLARY AND ROBBEUY ALARM SYSTEMS 

The City Counci 1 of the City of Lodi DOES ORDAIN as 

fo 11 ows: 

SECTION 1. A new chapter is hereby added to the City of 

Lodi Munic;pal Code as follows: 

Sections: 

CHAPTER ALARl\1 SYSTEMS. 

De f 1 n i t ions 

Permit for Alarm System Required 

Application for Permit 

Application for Alarm Permit- Investigation 

Suspension or Revocation of Permits 

Notice of Appeal 

False Alarm Penalty 

Alarm System Standards and Regulations 

Alarm Requirements 

Automatic Shutoff Requirements-Audible Alarms 

Delay Device Requirements 

Power Supply 

Testing AI arm 

Prohibitions 

Fees 
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l.imitntion on Liability 

Crimitwl Pcnnlti(·!' 

Application of Chapter 

DEI;-INITIONS. F o !. t h c p u r· p o s c o f t h i s 

Chnpter, certain words ltnd phrases shall be construed herein as 

set forth in this section unless it is nppnrcnt from the 

context that a <liffercnt mcnning is int••rHl,!<L 

~!!!~~--~c_~nt mcnns nny person employed by an alarm 

husiness whose duties ir:cludc the nlterin~. instnlling, main-

taining, moving, r c p n i r i n g, r c p 1 u c i n g , s c 1 1 i n g , s e rv i e in g • 

respondinf~ to (cx<·luding- public snfcty officer) or causing 

others to respowl to nn ulnt•rot system in or on nny building, 

s t rue t H rc • or fa c i 1 i l y. 

A 1 a 1·m Bu s i n e s s :ll1y lmsincss ca!'ried on b· J any 

pcr~on who cngngcs in the sn1c, lcosc, maintenance, service, 

rcpnir, nltcration, rcplnccr'!lcnt or instnllati0n of nny alarm or 

a1arm systems iA or on nny building, structure or fncility. 

~!~.!"~-~.1..!>..!.!!2! means any me chan i en 1 or elect l'i en 1 devi cc 

which is designed or used fot· the detection of intrusion into a 

building, ~tructurc or facility, or 10r alerting others of an 

event within n building, structure or facility, which event 

causes a local nudibJc nlnrm or trnnsmission of a signal or 

mcssngc. Alnrm sy~•tcms include. but arc not 1 imi lCd to, direct 

d i ell tone devices, audible nlarrn nnll proprietor alarms. 

Devices which nre not d,~signed or us£'d to cvokC' a police 

response, OJ' used t.o J'(!(~istcr nlarrns thnt are intended to be 
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audible, visible or perceptible outside of the protected 

huildinr~. structure, or facility nrc not included within this 

d c f i n i t i on , no r a r c nux i 1 i m· y d c v i c c s i n s t a l 1 c d by a t c 1 c phon c 

company to prot cc t its systems which might be damaged or 

disrupted by the usc of an alnrm systc1:1. 

~22!!!!~! mcnns n person who perfects n~ appeal pursuant 

to this chnptci·. 

~22!.!.~~~! means a person, firm or corporation who files 

an npplicntion fGr pcrPlit a~ provided for in this chapter. 

~~'~.!.!.!.!.!_~..!~..!~ mo:ms a device dcs:gnl!d for the detection 

of an intrusion on premises which genct·ntl's an audible sound on 

the premises when it is nctuatcd. 

~!!¥means the City of Lodi. 

!?!!~ means n e-n lt·nda r day. 

r.£:_1~.::_~~!.! nwnns a pernon, firm, corpornt io11, flSsocint ion, 

partnership, individual, organiznt ion or company. 

!!~e.!:.~!!~!-~l..£1.!'~ means an n lu rm which Is not regular 1 y 

serviced ey an alarm business. 

Fa.) se A 1 arm means the net ivat ion of an alarm system 

through meehanicnl fni lura, accident, misopcratian, mnlfune-

tion. misuse. or the ncgligcnl'e of either the owner or lessee 

of the ulnrm system or any of their employees or ngcnts. Fal5e 

nlnrms shnll not inclwlc nlorms caused by nets of God, the 

mnlfunctioA of telephone lines, circuits or other causes which 

nrc beyond control of :h~ owner or lcHsce of the nlnrm system. 

person stud 1 inRtnll or usc nn nlnrm system without first 
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• 
obtnining nn nlarr.1 permit issued by the City of Lodi in nccor­

cl an c e w i t h t h c pro v i s i<•J". s o f t h t s c h n p t c r . 

------------·---- ~P.P.!~ ~~.!_!~!.!---~~l.:. _ _!~_r_!l:._i_t.-!. App 1 i en t ion 

for nn nlnrm perMit shHll be filed with the Finnnce Director on 

forms provided by the City, nnd the nppli<~nut shall, nt the 

time of upplicution. pny the fct~ cstr.hlishc<l by resolution of 

the City Council. The npplicution shnll be signed nnd verified 

by the owner or lessee of the nlarm system for which the permit 

is requested, nnd the upplicntion shall contain such infat•m,~­

tion as may be rcquir~d hy the City ~nnugcr in order to ensure 

that the permit is issue1 in nccorunnce with the pt•ovisions of 

this chapter. Permits provided for in this chnptcr shall be 

issued by the Finnncc Director und shnll be non-transferable. 

------------·-- ~~E~.!~~.!_!~~-!~_:--~~'!..~"~-~~!~!_!_ _ _:-__ !_1!_!.!.~ 

!!It~!!~!.!.:. Upon t•er.•'!iviRg 1111 appl ient ion from :my person for nn 

alarm permit, the Cit:;' Munngcr shnll cnuse em hnestlgation to 

be mode of the system to be installed to determine if the 

system complies with the requirements of this chapter. If the 

proposed system complies with this chnpter. tAe Finnnce 

D i r e c t t.l r s h a 1 1 c au s ~ a P e rm i t t o be i s s u c d . A c ommc r c i a 1 a 1 a rm 

permittee nmy be allowed a direct conn~ction to the City of 

Lodi Pelicc Depnrtm<:nt Alarm System. provided facilities are 

available for direct connection. Ench commercial nlarm permit 

holder whose system directly connects with the Lodi Police 

Departrnnnt shall pay to the City on or before July 1st of each 

year, a fee set forth hy resolution of the City Council. 
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Susnnns ion unu Hevoca t ion of Permits. 
--·-c. ___ - ---------·-·--------------------

An a 1 arm pe l'Pli t may bn suspendeu und/ or revoked as fa 11 ows: 

(o) If, aftf!r investigation, the Chief of Police determines 

t h o t t he p e rm i t t e e h a s v i o 1 n t e d any p ~ · o v i s i on o f t h i s chap t e r , 

has violated any rul<!S and regulut ions promulgated by the Chief 

of Police pursuant to authority granted by this chapter, or 

fails to pay a fulsc alarm penalty as provided in Section 

----------' the Chief of Police shall send to the permittee, by 

regiHtered mail, a notice of intent to revoke the perrnit, which 

notice shall specify the violation or violations determined by 

the Chief af Police to exist nnd that permittee has the right 

to appeal the determination of the Chief of Police to revoke 

the pex-mit to the City 1\'lnnager, as provided in Section 

of the City of Locli 1\lunicipal Cede, and tha1t 

failure of the permittee to remedy the violation or violations 

specified in the notice of revocation within said fifteen-dfly 

period, or within such additional time as may be allowed by the 

Chief of Police upon a showing of good cause therefor, then the 

alarm permit shall be considered revoked and the alarm system 

shall remaf,n unused unti 1 a new permit is issued. 

If nny permittee is 

a~grieved by any action of the Chief of Police pursuant to the 

provisions of Section of the Lodi Municipal Code, 

the applicant may appeal to the City Manager, by filing with 

the City Manager. R Notice of Appeal, setting forth th'J facts 

and circumstances regarding the appeal. This Notice of Appeal 

shall be filed not Iuter than fifteen (15) days after service 
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of a notice of rcvocntion as provided for in Section 

of this chapter. The City l\1anngcr. or duly authorized rep-

resent at ive. shnll. within fifteen (15) days from the date on 

which the appeal is filed. hold a hcnring. consider all rele­

vant evidence producerl hy the alarm permittee. the Chief of 

Pol ice and any other interested pnrt ies. make findings nnd 

determine the merits of the apJ>eal. The City l\·tanager. or his 

duly authorized representative. may affirm, overrule or modify 

the decision of the Chief of Police and the decision of the 

City Manager. or his duly authorized repre~entative, shall be 

f ina 1 . 

messages. signals. or notices are received by the Police 

Department that evidence a failure to obtain a Ji>ermit or cemply 

with any other requirement under this article, the Chief of 

Police is authorized to demand that the owner or lessee of the 

alarm system initiating surh message. signal or notice, or his 

representatiV(!, disconnect the alarm system until it is mr.de to 

comply with said requirements. 

Any person who maintn!ns. uses or possesses an alarm 

connect ian ta the Pol ice Alarm System. and whicJ alarm has 

caused .. ny signal. message or alarm to be transmitted to the 

Police lJepartment. either by direct telephanc or other direct 

comnunication or by conr.mnication ft•om an alarm agent or an 

alarm business. or by n person responding to an audible alarm 

and which alarm is determined to have bren a false alarm by the 

Chief of Police. pursuant to an investigation conducted by the 
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. --- ------·- -------- -------------------------·· 

Chief 0f Police, shall pay n false alnrm pennlty to the City of 

Lodi. as follows: (a) Forth<> thiJ·d fnlsc nlarm within n 

one-year perioo, permitter. shall pny a 550.00 folse alnrm 

penalty; (b) For the fouJ·th false nlorm within a one-yenr 

p e r i o d , p e rm i t t e e s h n l 1 p n y u $ 1 0 0 • 0 0 f n l s e u 1 a rm pen u 1 t y ; ( c ) 

For the fifth anrl cnch subsequent false alurm within a one-year 

period, the permittee shall pay a $125.00 fulsc alarm penalty. 

I n t he even t t h a t p e rm i t t e e sus t u i n s fi v e fa l s e a l a rm s 

w i thin n 12 -month period. the Chic f of Po 1 ice. in ndd it i '>n to 

imposing the fulse alarm penalties provided herein, shall 

corm1ence revocntion proceedings, as provided for by Section 

and shn 1 1 revoke the permit within the time period 

provided in thnt Chapter, should pcrmi ttee fail to demonstrate, 

to the sati-sfn ... tion of the Chief of Police, tl:utt the alarm 

system is in goocl working order. 

Failure to pay false alarm pe'1nttics as previded herein 

sha 11 be grounds for revocation of the permit. The permittee 

has the right of appeal ns sp~cificd in Section ------------
with respect to penalties imposed by the Chief of Pel ice for 

fttlse alarms, pursunatt to the provisions of this Chapter. 

------------- ~!!!~-~!~!.~~-~!.!!!~~!ds_~!!~-~!_gul!!..!.~!!!.:. 
All alarm systems and appurtenant equipment installed 

within the City shall meet or exceed the highest stnnda.rds of 

the industry nnd those stnndsrds which may hereafter be 

established by the City. The City reserves the right to 

inspect all systems installed within the City. 
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'l'he a lurm 

permittee shnll supply on his applicntion for perr.1it the r.nmes, 

addresses nnd phone mtwbers of the selling or installing alarm 

company, ar if the pet·mittcc is not under a service eontraet 

with em nlarm business, at least two persons to call in event 

of an emergency. In the event the names, addresses and phone 

numbers change, tne permittee shall supply the changes within 

twenty days of the change. 

AI arms. All audible alarm systems shnli iaclucle a device which 

wi 1! 1 imi t the genernt ion of th<: audible sound of the system to 

not longer thnn thirty minutes after activntion when the alarm 

system is pretecting a residential structure and sixty minutes 

when the nltHm system is tHotccting a commercial structure. 

Said systems, hewever, shall include an automatic resetting 

device which shall cause the S'.lbject system te be re-armed UJiH>n 

autematic shutoff. 

All 

burglary detection alarm systems that directly transmit a 

signal to the police facility shall include a device which will 

provide a minimum of a thirty-second delay of the original 

transmission and activate a signal irrmediately in such a manner 

as to be perceptible to a person lawfully entering, leaving ar 

occupying the premises. Such n device is intended to previde 

an opportunity for the person having lawful control. o.f the 
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nll:rm sy~tem to t~rr:1inate its operation nftcr activation but 

P r i n r t o t he t r n n s rn b; s i on o f n f n 1 s e n 1 a rm • 

suppl icct with an unintcrrupt ible power supply in such a manner 

t h n t t he f u i 1 u r c o r i n t c r r up t i on o f t h c no rmn 1 u t i 1 i t y e 1 e c t r i c 

service will not activuto the alnrr.1 system. The backup power 

supply must be capable of ut least four hours of operation~ 

!~~-~.!.!!tL~.!.~!~.:.. Permit tees shall notify 

the City of Lodi Police Department erne rgency e~'U i pmen t 

dispatcher prior to any service, test, repair, maintenance, 

adjustment, alterations, or installations of systems which 

would normally result in a police response, which might 

activnte n fnlsc alarm. Any nlnrm activated where such prior 

notice has been givnn shall net constitute a false alarm. 

Prohibitions. It sha 11 be un 1 alv fu 1 to 

install or use an alarm system which, up0n activation, emits a 

sound simi 1 ar to si renn in use on ~mergency vehicles or for 

civil defense purposes. 

Fees. Fees prescribed heretofore in 

this ordinance shall be in addition to any other lawful fees 

imposed by the City of Lodi for doing or conducting business 

within the City of Lodi. 

Locli is under no obligation or duty to any permittee 0r any 

other person by reason of any provision of this chapter. or the 

exercise of any privilege by any permittee hereunder, including 

but not limited to any defects in a police alarm system., any 
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delay in trnn~mission of an nlnrm message to any emergency unit 

or damngc caused by delay in responding to any alnrm by any 

City officer, employee or agent. 

Criminnl Penalties. Any person who 

violates the provisions of the part, shall be guilty of a 

misdemeanor. 

Any person 

who, on the effective date of this ordinance, possess, has 

installed or uses an nlnrm system which requires a permit unaer 

this Chapter, shall apply for and receive a permit as provided 

in t h i s Chap t e r , w i t h i n t h r e e ( 3 ) mo n t h s a f t e r t he e f f e c t i v e 

date of thi~ ordinance. 

SECTION 2. All ordinances and parts of ordhtances in 

conflict hcrewi th arc repealed insofar ns such conflict may 

exist. 

SEC-"f I ON 3. This Ordinance shall be publish~d one time 

in the "Lodi News Sentinel", a daily newspa)i)er of general 

circulation, printed and published in the City of Lodi and 

shall be in force nnd take effect thirty days from and after 

its passage and approval. 
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