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City Clerk Reimche presented a letter from Len Simon, 
Assistant Executive Director, lnited States Conference of 
~yors presenting a l~slative update with additional 
infonnotion pertaining to S.66. 
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TO: 

t'ROM: 

UNITED STATES CONFERENCE OF MAYORS 
1620 EYE STIEET, NOITHWEST 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20006 
TELEI'HONE: (~) 293-7330 

August 5~ 1983 

Cable Ci&.tes 

Len Simon ~ · 
Ass1stan E ecutive Director 

SUBJECT: Legislative Update 

Congress began a five week recess today. History and experience have 
proven that CongressioMl recesses are the best times to make important local con
cerns known to Congressfonal representatives. It is virtually certain that your 
Representative will be spending all or a substantial part of this five week hiatus 
in the district. It is essential that this valuable time be used to ensure that the 
Mayor personally makes city views with respect to cable television known to the Rep
resentative. 

Action on cable legislation is still dormant in the House telec01111Un1ca
ttons subcommittee, although a draft cable bill ts still a good bet for sometime 
this month. Strong COIIIIWnication from your city can have an important impact during 
this interim period. 

Yesterday, some twenty national consumer organizations and state and local 
governmental groups held a Conference call to share information and review strategy 
with respect to potential cable television legislation. It was clear fro~~ the call 
that 110st organizations share very similar goals. The key result of the call was an 
agreement to closely coordinate future efforts between governmental and cons\Mr 
groups in the areas of information, education of House members, and working with the 
news media. Please get in touch with consumer and education groups in your city and 
enlist them in this effort. 

Attached for your review are letters received from the cities of Apache 
Junction, Arizona and ttascatine. Iowa from their Congressional representatives ex
pressing some general agreement and understanding about the issues which we have 
raised. More of these are necessary, particularly from members of Congress who 
serve on the House Energy and Commerce Committee and its Tel!communications Subcom
mittee. 

Our ~ublication on this subject {what is cable. why is federal legislation 
not a good idea, and what's wrong with S.66) is coming soon~ and will be mailed to 
you at the very t:rst opportunity. 

Pleas, contact me at 202/293-7330 with any questions or suggestions. 



- JOHN MCCAIN 
FIRsT Dlmllc:T, AIIII20ttA 
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July 12, 1983 

Th~ Honorable Wendell J. Clarke 
!·tayor 
City of Apache Junction 
10tH North Idaho 
Apache Junction, Arizona 85220-0190 

Oear Wendell: 

Thank you for your recent letter regarding your opposition to 
Senate Bill 66.' I very much appreciate your having taken the time 
to express your concerns with me. · 

As you may know, the House Subcommittee on Telecommunications 
has .held two hear1ngs on various options for cable legislation. -. 
Thei have not dealt with the specifics of S.66. From all indications, 
the ConmHtee does not plan to consider this legislation, however, 
their own version could be drafted sometime during this Congress. · 

Wendell, I can certainly understand why this legislation 1s of 
utmost i.nportance to yt>u and Apache Junction. I plan to actively 
express the opposition of not only Apache Junction, but that of 
other cities within the First Congressional District to my colleagues •. 
If you should have any additional input, please don't hesitate to · 
contact me. 

JM/bb 

~ .' .~£~ 

With best regards , I remain 

Sincerely, 

~ 
John McCain 
Menber of Congress 
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CONGRESS OF THE UNITED STATES ALICE M. REIMCHE 

CITY CLERK 
CITY OF LODI 

Mr. Dn!Qald lt.. Platt. Mayor 
City of MUacattDo 
City Ball 
Maaeatine, Iowa 52761 

Dear Doo&ld, 

June 24, 1983 

Thank you for your letter axpr .. aina the City of ltl.aeatine'a oppoeition 
to S. 66, the Cable TelwiJiiou bill. 

Aa you mov, the bill in cOIIPrOIIiae fora, p&\a..s the Seniate on an 87 to 
9 vote. CUrr. mtly, the Bauae' Subc~ttea ou_ Telec~icationa, Couuaer 
Protection, and FinaDce baa initiated bearih&a on this l~ialetion. 

The pointe you raiae are vall take. I have aoae real concerns ~bout the 
Senate puaad. vuaiOD. of thia bill. Aa you p()iilt out, it dou nOt app~r to 
adequately define the cabl& telwiltiori 1ndUa~r1 or ~~fie rehte,d auv'iCu. 
appears to Uait c~ity acceas to cable TV ·vhile a.rierly reatriCtiJil t 1.1e 

authority of local of~iciela to bold cable aya~-· acc.~table~_Aa,Y011 ~y _. 
further bow, the bUl aleo provided prO.taiOiaj,:to- .Upply Wiiverul_ ~-~apbon3 
aanice at raaaocable ratu that vci\dd be aubddtSed bj taleco!liiuiUC&tiDU •. 
ccapntn. This aauure.iD 111 eatiJiatfon, voul.d aive ca,;!~ co..p&n~.a:an:'~·- · 
unfair ... tqe in. aallina_ data servic:..- 1dtbout resulati.On Vhile'lqw . 
pbrae ':.DiU .uat operate under the AUefiCU of state replatioU. -Tbue 
quut:J.ou' will n.W to be annuQd 1rafore a. :true picture of the inteat of 
the cable bill can be uaee•t.d· · · 

i~· 

Althou&h I a uot a aeabar of thie ;,c~ttae, be uaurad that I rill keep your 
vi.a in r.iDII as thia lecialatiou dwelope. ' · 

J.a&.iA, thank you for takiaa the tiae to contact .. with your concerns about 
thia mportant concern. 

.n.:at 

tlt41AI hr .... 10..0...__ 
WMI .. -.D.C. ' ... 
(111)....,. 

JOIP_M..._~ 

n...- --· - ._... ... ,_._. 11101 
(J11)7D-OM 

Sincerely, 

~ 

~ IAaeh 
ber of Coaar .. s 

---~~ DA~.t.wA ... , 
u'a) ..,.,.,., 

. ------ .. - ----------------------- -----------------
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CONGRESS OF THE UNITED STA"rES ALICE H. R!:IMCHE 

CITY CLERK 
CiTY CF LODI 

Mr. Donald R. Platt, Mayor 
City of Muscatine 
City Hall 
Muscatine, Iowa 52761 

Dear Donald, 

June 24, 1983 

Thank you for your letter expressing the City of 1tlscat:lne' a opposition 
to S. 66, the Cable television bUl. 

Aa you know, the bUl in compr011ise form, passed th~ Senate on an 87 to 
9 vote. Currently, the House Subcommittee on telecommunications, Consumer 
Protection, and Finance has · initiated hea't'inga on this legislation. 

The points you raise are t-)ell taken. I have some real concerns about the 
Senate passed version of this bill. As you point out, it does not appear to 
adequately define the cable television industry or specific related sel."Vicas, 
appears to ltm~t community access to cable TV whUe severly restricting the 
authority of l.oeal officials to hold cable systems accountable. As you may 
further know, the bUl also provided provisions to supply universal telephone 
service at. reasonable rates that would be subsidized by telecoamunications 
companiu. This measu-re in my estimation, would give cable companies an 
unfair advantage in aellin.s data services· without regulation whUe local 
phone companies must operate under the auspices of s~ate regulation. These 
questions will need to be answered ~-afore a. :t-rue picture of the intent of 
the cable bill can be assessed. 

Although I aa not a •saber of this committee, be assured that I will keep your 
views ia mind J\s this lqislation develops. 

Aga:lll., thank you for talc.:lng the time to contact ae lfith your concerns about 
this 1Japortant concern. 

Sincerely, . . 

" 
teach · 

ber of Congress 
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