
CITY S'I'REE:I' TREE 
POLICY UPHElD 

----/ 

::; °Clll COUNCIL MEETING 

NOVEMEBER 17, 1982 

Following intrcrluction of the matter by Staff, Council, on 
notion of Council t-nrber Snider, Murphy second, voted not to 
deviate fran the City's Street Tree Policy, thereby denying 
the request of Ms. Viola Fahrner, 424 s. School Street, 
Lodi, for the rem:Nal of certain trees located in the 
parkway fronting her property. 
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COUNCIL COMMUNICATION 

TO: City Counci 1 

FROH: Cl ty Manager 

DATE: June 23, 1982 

SUBJECT: Tree Pol icy Relating to Viola Fahrner's Property at 
~2~ South School Street 

RECOMMENDED ACTION: Review existing Tree Policies together with request fnom 
Viola Fahrner dated Hay 31, 1982, a·nd take appropriate action. 

BACKGROUND INFORMATION: The City Council at their meeting of June 7, 1982, 
received the- attached letter from Viola Fahrner dated Ha·y 31, 1982, request
Ing the City of Lodl to remove the two Sycamore trees in the parkway fronting 
her property at ~2lt South School Street and to also remove the roots from h·er 
lawn. Viola Fahrner has talked to the Street Supervisor, the Assistant City 
Engineer, and me about this matter and we have all indicated to her that based 
On the existing Tree Pol icy, that we cannot remove the trees from the parkway 
fronting her ·property. 

For Council Information, attached as Exhibit A Is the existing Tree Pol icy 
adopted In 1976, and attached as Exhibit 8 Is the previous Tree Removal Polley 
adopted hy the City Council In 1969.· Also attached for Council information. 
are Exhibits C and D which are the City Council minutes adopti~g these 
policies. 

The rem.1val of the trees frontl_ng Viola Fahrner's parcel. does not fall under 
the guidelines of either the present or past Tree Removal Policy. The present 
pot"icy (Exhibit A) does provide for special approval by the City Council for 
City trees. Viola Fahrner Is requesting that the City Council take the 
necess.ary action in order to have the trees and their roots removed by the City 
at Ci·cy cost. 

The subject trees are healthy Sycamore trees located in a reasonably sized 
parkway and based on my observations have caused little If any damage to 
the sidewalk or property owner's lawn. I feel that it is important that the 
Council personally look at these trees In the field prior to makl~g their 

decision. -~~ 

FilE tlO. 

HENRY A. GLAVES. City Hanager 
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H. TREf REMOVAl 

A. 

1. , ... h deocl; 

2. T reo h d'---" M)'O'Id cure; 

3. y,.. h hozoldous to ,.,. public ot ne~""J' roof 
-s~•ry ._.,,., rencler It hor....dout; 

4. Tree c-'licts with alcl.won. to I.e J...toll..t by 
,..,.,., ownen 01t parcels ...._. c...t. _., gut~ 
h In pl~e; 

S. Ttte ,_t h --=ei""J' ror o City lm;>ro_.., 
pooJ•cti., 

6. y,_ cousn ,.,..,... extemi- domoge to utilltln 
., cu.t., gutter Clftd old~ lie. 
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TREE POLICY 

~ o-~n.mt- wtth the r.-. o1 
- -:mp;m;i bj t Mile Wod.s Depor""-'• 
• "" w."thtn h pu\lic rlglot ol -'1 -1 1M -* 
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J. ''"' -rt~e ·-"'"' to..U... oa1sti"" cfrt..-y or 
lo-fiVctoMWclrl-,. Treesln ,_to-p will 
\e roploced ot City'• •• ,...... 01 J'O"f ol lh tr.e ploftt
lngpoogroM. 

3. y,.. .-y \e ,...,.,wed ....... S.. t'-~ o• the.._ 
h •ithl" .... ~ilc rloht ol -, • 

•• ,,.., moyiM ·~-- ~ p:trt or 0\ opprov.d ., .... lop-·where cu..._ on:lgv".,. do f'Ot ••'"· 

le10fution No. ~ odop:•d bt the Cltr c~n ot 
their ~i"'J ol DK-t- IS, )976. 
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TREE RElAOVAL BY THE CITY Of' LOOI fOR lREES IN PUBLIC STREETS 

1. tftlen trees are dead 

2. When trees are diseased beyond cure 

3. When trees a:ce hazardous to the public or necessary 
root surgery would render them hazardous 

4. When sidewalk is to be installed by property owners 
on parcels where curb and gutter ls in place. 

~. When curb, gutter and sirlewalk are to be installed by 
property owners on parcels of less than 17,000 sq. ft. 
wlthlr. the City of lodl as of April 1, 1969 

6. When tree removal is necessary for a Clty street 
widening project 

. 
• 

Tree Removal Polley adopted by the Clty Council, Clty of lodi, /.pdl lt., 19•>1 

TREE REMOVAL POl.ICY 
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LEAF COMPOSTING 
PROPOSAL 
APPROVED(Contd.) 

ec!- ~1( o) 

AWARD-TURF 
MOWER FOR THE 
PARKS DEPT •. 

RES. NO. 4303 

' . .. 

STREET TREE 
POLICY ADOPTED 

RES. NO. 4304 

~t-'' 

EXHIBIT 

Minutes of Pec~1flber 15, 1976, continuect 

(b) th;lt \lie City Manager Qe authorized to 
monitor th!! project and disburse additional 
funds as J)eC4;&Sary to satisfy the budget. 

(o) th~t t)l~ LocH Cq~munity Development and 
S~rvi~es Agency! In~. obtain compr~hensive 
Public LiabUity and Property Damage insurance 
&Jl4 c:arry Wor)tmen1s Compepsatton insul"anl'!e on 
Uleir aJPployees1 

!Uda- which bad been recpived for a Turf Mower for 
t~ Parks Departrpent were presented by the City 
Manag~r as folJow•: 

Bidder 

H, V. Carter ,. Ja.;:obsen 7Z .. inch 
·*Optional water cooled engine 

JJra4y Holmes Co, - Toro 
G~~maa~r 7Z-inch 

Western l.a?R Equ!.pment Co. -
Hustler 

Amoupt 

$517~- 80 
+500.00 

$5559.06 

$6036.70 

Mr. Glav~s reported that 9f these bids;. the H. V. 
Cartfr Co. bid with t~ 'acobsen uni~ is the low 
bJd. '.t~s m~~J.nf com~a equippe~ wi~h an air 
cpq!ed Kobler "ng~ or ilJl optional water cooled 
industrJ,al engine at $50(), 00 extra. Mr. Glaves 
stated that it has ~tm the City's exper~ence that 
thlli 1-JPF of ~&nglne la very ex.pent~lve to mal11taln. 

Discustion followed with queat~onJI rc:garding the 
matter ~\ng dlreoted to Staff by the Council • .. . . . 

Couucllm<Pl K•t~aklan movetd ~hat Cou.t!cil adopt 
Reaoluti,on No. 430l awarding the bid for a Tur{ 
Mower for the Parka Depart~ent to the Brady 
Hc;tbqea Company fort~ 'J;oro Groundtllaster- 7Z
inch at a cost of $5559. p6. The motion was 
seconded by Councilman Eprhardt and carried. 

The City Manager.apprlsed the City Count;:il that 
· al.Dce April 16, 1969, when the City's existing 
tree rc:moval policy was adopted by the City 
Council, the City hal! had many queptions come up 
concerning heff• within the pqbUc right-o{-way 
whic't were no~ anawereCil by the existing pollyy." 
&cause of thi11, Staff bas draftc:d thp following 
s,reet Tre~. PoliFY for Council's al?p roval: 

Trees whlc;h are SO% or· more within the public 
right of Wfi-Y shall '->e considered City ~rees. 
'l'hia mt~ar:qretnen~ shall be; takem jl~ the bat.e o! 
the "tfUDk at the ground aurfa~e. 

The City of J..odi is reeponaible for caring !or all 
City tree~~ witpln tiJe public right of way including 
trirpmipg, sprayintt 4n~ gen~ral Jll&ln~Q.ance. 
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STRE~ TREE 
POLICY ADOPTED 

RES. NO. 4304 
(Continued) 

·. 

Minutes of DecembtH IS, "'")6. continued 

Property owners are responsible f?r any 
required watering of newly planted trees in park
ways. 

The City is not r~spo:qsible for maintenanco ' . of DQn-Clty trees. 

Property owner11 ~City personnel are not 
allovied tolil"emove or alter any City trees unless 
one of the criteria listed ~low is met or spec~al 
approval is received from the City Council. 

U, TREE REMOVAL 

A. City Responaibility - The City will rem()ve 
~ City tree at its expense wh~n: 

1, Tree is c!ead; 

3, Tree la ha:~~ardqus to the public or necest~ary 
root surgel'y would render it hazardous; 

4. Tree croq.flicts with. sid~walk to be installt!!4 by 
property OWJ)erS OD parcels where curb and 
gutter 1~ in plaFe; . 

S. ·Tree removal is n~ce~sary for a City impr~ve
zr.ent projoc;t; or 

6. Tree causes repeated extensive damage ~o 
·undergroill}d utilities or curb' gutter and aid~ .. 
walk. . 

B. Properly Owner Re~ponsibility -With the 
lUW\1\CO of an encroachment permit by the Publ}c; 
WotkJI Department, a tree y.tithin the public ri~ht 
of way may be removed under the follow~g condi
tlona at the property owner's expense: 

1. Trees bearing fruit ;lnd ,::ausing a nuisance tQ 
the property owner may be removed. Trees 
in p.arkway~ wUl be replaced at City's expense 
•• part of ita tre~ planting prograp;l. . 

z: Tfeea may l}e removed to widen existing drive
way or to cons.truct i1 ~ew driv~way. 'freetJ ln 
~rkways wU1l}e replaced at City's expense as 
pari ~~ its .tree p.l;!.nting program. 

. . . . 

3. Tree may be removed ·~en less than ~a% of 
the tree is within publ~c right of way. 

4. ·:•rees may be Temoved ~s part of an apP.rQvE;d 
o-.·;~lopment wl}ere curbs and gutters do not 
exist. 

Discuulon fol~oweji with que~tions regarding th& 
proposed amended City Street Tree Policy b~ing 
~11ed to Staff. 

-8-
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STREET TRJ:i; 
P(?LlCY ~JX?PT£P 

RESt ~01 4304 
(C:onti.pue~) 

'l.EG'+' RIC V. TI;S 
e~-t· .'l 
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Minutes of pec~m~r 15, 1976, c9ntinued 

On wgtiop of Coun~llm~ Pinket"ton, Ka~nic;h 
a~:cond1 t}Je Ci~ Cq\Ulc;U adopted l}esolutlon l'fq 1 
4304 appt:oy~ng the amend~d S~reet Tree PQlicy' 
as he11ttofore outliDed1 

Mayor 1-lug~ll rttacl alo)l~ a Council Communication 
fJ"Om W. c;. ~wis, · U~ility Director, whic;h rpada 
lP part as ~ollows: · · 

"Payment of October anct NqvemLar P. G. !,;£t bUls [· 
Jn the amOQnt '\f $4~0. 434,36 and $4l), 690; 6~ : 
respectively h& .. bee~ wJthheld on the advicre of 
Washington attomey George Spiegel pel:ldlng ~omT 
ple~ pf lrnpeJUlmg pegotiationa with tl}e P, G,&cE;, 
atto;D~ty. It now appearfS that an agreement wj.th 
P.G,IEE. will not be reach•d in s\J{!~cieqt tim~ to 
~Y the Oc;to~e~ .jlDd Novttmber bill!l \n .,_ tiJllcty . 
Pl;UUier, . . 

•'!Ji oTller tq promok cpntinued negoti~tiqniJ p.nd ~ 
-~d,spel pubU~ f~ltrf of tlut tcrm~a~ion qf elechis: 

service ~y P, G, IE~., i.t b recommendoq tha~ the 
ppwt:r billa caJ.~ulated \V{th the retail fuel adjust .. 
JDant cost ~ pilJd to P. G,lr:E. and the dlsiJUle:d luf!l 
amount be d~poaltod ln a b~ &!=c:qunt ea.rmai~ad 
fOJ' fuTther payP\C!~ to a mutually ~gre~d eecrow 
c:ompany when ~te rmined. " ' · . . • 

CiUcUlatlons based On the recommendatloll of 
•ttpmey .GeQrge Spleie\, Wf:re pre~en\eli fpr 
COUDCi11a "~sal. · 

Mayor Jlughu apprised thtt Council that the Ci~ lf 
in r.,celpt of late ~dvice and ~ounsel .from the C!ty's 
Wa~bington attorney and suggested that the Cou:qcU 
JliC:efS to elfe$;utiv~ session. The City. Cqup<:il · · 
~eceesed at 9:55 p. m, tP Executive S~ssiqn, Uppn 
~qu,tat, tht; City Cle:rl~ was excused from 1\t~nding 
the ~~cutlvo Sesaion by Mayor Hughes. 

J."he Council rec;onvened from Executive Seasloil a~ 
. 10:3p p.m • 

. "¥-ayor Hughes opened the dbcuaslon by glv\ng a 
· brief u¢ate 011 ~V.tJDts ~ch had led tQ thls dj.~p~tqt . 

exp.lfining that tJ!e 41•p'tte cenl1'n aro\U\c! ~~ f\1!=1 
co•t a.tjuatmen~. The tdayor «;~a.ined ~ha~ ~he : 
"~rec~ p4sa ~hrQ\lgh fuetl cotJt adjustment char~~ ip 
excesoive an.t that the citizeps of Lodi are payi~g 
ap~rQxbilat~ly t.,.ce as muc;h .(or that seg~ent 9£ 
tpeir bills ;u ~heir c~unte~artp ri.gh~ o~t~lde the 
~ity lirpits ;;p•e payir~· TJ;le City of Lodi bas <;hosqn. 
to c;ballenge f-· G. &tE. pn thh with reap.ect to \pe 
fainu:sa and fjq~ty pf that rate. If the City h 
8\lccesafp.l in i~s r!i~p\ltE;, that monC!y sut'ge&\qd to ~e . 
wf.~hbeJd. wiij. be retu~#'d dir13c~y to the c:;lti~ePII of 
Lodi and w\11 rt;pros~nt A- ~redit on theJ+ M~s, ·Tho 
C\tY qf Lo~n doe•n't Q~nefit il bit qp Jts ac"oPII ip,t~·~ 
m~Uctr other than to pro~ect Ple s:itfZAl\8' beoause 
tl\ey arc= payjng mo~ ~han P, q, lc:E;.!I o~p~r C:'Jstorpp~s 1 
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LAND CONSERV. 
AGREEMENT 
OPPOSED 

RES. NO. 3Z54 

AAUW RE 
LmRARY 

Minutes of April 16, 1969 continlted 

EXHIBIT D 8 
1. Original lkense, Bert, Lawrence 6c l.ee Castelanelli 
and James A. MC'Carty, The Malk Stop, 1213 West 
Lockeford Street, ofi-oale beer and wine. 

2. Original license, Bert, Lawrence & Lee Castelanelli 
and James A. McCarty, The Milk Stop, 3Zl South 
Hutchins Street, oC£-sah: beer and wine. 

[. 
3. Temporary retail permit, Lodi Baseball Club, 
Lawrence Park, 350 N. Washington Street, on-sale beer 
seasonal. 

Assistant City Manager Peterson presen'"ed a notice frorn 
the San Joaq11in County Board of Supervisor! stating the 
Board's intention to consider a Land Conservation Agreement 
for land which is within one mile of the City limits of the. 
City of LocH. On motion of Councilman Schaffer, Hunnell 
second, the Council unanimously adopted Resolution No. 3254 
protesting the establishment of a Land Conservation Agree
ment involving certain lands situated within one mile of the 
City limits of the City or Lodi. 

Councilman Culbertson then moved that it be the policy of 
the Council to oppose any contractual arrangement for an 
agricultural preserve within one mile of the City limits. 
The motion was seconded by Councilman Schaffer and 
carried by unanimous vote. 

Mayor Ki,rsten stated he had received a letter from the 
American Association o! University Women endorsing the 
proposal or the Library Board for a library COJ'lStruction 
fu~ \ 

[i 

REPORTS OF THE CITY MANAGER 

CLAIMS 

SIDEWALK 
SURVEY 
REPORT 

aEMOVAL 
OF TREES
POLICY 

Claims in the amount of $188,504. 80 were approved on 
motion of Cot•ncilman Brown, Hunnell second. 

Assistant City Manager presented the sidewalk su:-vey 
report as prepared by the Public Works Deparbnent !or 
discussion. Co11ncilman Culbertson moved the matter be 
continued to the meeting o{ May 7, so that the Council 
might have further time to study the report. The motion 
was seconded by Mayor Kirsten. Under the question, 
Councilman Hunnell suggested the matter be discussed 
at a special meeting on May 14. Councilman Culbertson 
then withdrew his motion and Mayor Kirsten his second. 
Councilman Culbertson moved the discussion of the 
sidewalk survey report be continued to a special meeting 
on May 14, .1 9 6 9. The motion was seconded by Mayor 
Kirsten and carried by _unanimous vote. 

Mr. Peterson presented the Council with the recommended 
policy concerning removal of trees in public rights of way. 
After discussion of the recommended policy, Councilman 
Culbertson moved Council approval after changing the words 

- 6 -
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[ ~~RKING STUDY 
700 BLOCK OF 
S. CENTRAL 

PURCHASE OF 
ADDITIONAL 
PROPERTY 
AT WELL 8 
AUTHORIZED 

'c 

851 

Minutes of April 16, 1969 continued s 
'\leveloped residential" to ''a" in paragraph 5, and 
changing the words '\lesire to" to ''is to be installed" in 
paragraph 4 and ''are to be installed" in paragraph 5. 
The motion was seconded by Councilman Broo.m. After 
further discussion, Councilman Culbertson amended the 
motion to adopt the tree removal policy to read as follows: 

'Tree Removal By The City of Lodi For Trees In Public 
Streets: 

1. When trees are dead. 

z. When trees are diseased beyond cure. 

3. When trees are hazardous to the public or necessary 
root surgery would render them hazardous. 

4. When sidewalk is to be installed by property owners on 
parcels where curb and gutter is in place. 

5. When curb, gutter and sidewalk are to be installed by 
property owners on parcels of less than 17, 000 sq. ft. 
within the City of Lodi as of April 1, 1969 

6. When tree remoY&l is necessary for a City street 
widening project." 

The motion was seconded by Councilman Brown and carried 
by unanimous vote. 

Assistant City Manager Peterson submitted a report con
cerning parking on the 700 block of South Central Avenue as 
requested by the Council at its meeting of April z. Council
Jnan Hunnell moved the matter be continued to the meetlng 
of May 7, 1969. The motion was seconded by Councilman 
Schaffer and carried. 

The Assistant City Manager submitted a request from the 
Public Works Director recommendi~g that the City Council 
authorize the City Manager to acquire additi:.>nal property 
at the site of Well 18 at South Stockton Street and Kettleman 
Lane. Mr. Peterson explained that there are two reasons 
for acquiring the added land at this time. First, the future 
rights of way of both streets take a considerable portion of 
the existing site, thus more1and is needed to provide an 
adequate maintenance and servicing area. Secondly, the 
sewer line of the small house immediately south of the well 
site is too close to the well itself to meet State standards. 
He recommended purchase of the additional land to resolve 
a two-fold problem. On motion of Councilman Brown, 
Hunnell second, the City Council authorized the City Manager 
to acquire additional property at Well No. 8 as recommended 
and to acquire an additional parcel on the east side of the 
present City property 10 Ct. x 100ft. if possible. The 
motion carried with Councilman Culbertson voting no. 
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