RECQUEST FOR Fll-
BLCCK CROSSWALK
BEIWEEN THE FAIR-
MONT REHABILITATION
HOSPITAL AND

LODI MEMORIAL
HOSPITAL

Sl

Agenda item k-1 "Request for mid-block crosswelk between
Fairmont Rehabilitation Hospital and Lodi Mesorial Hospital®
was introduced by Pubiic Works Director Ronsko. Mr. Ronsko
reported that for various reasons, the City of Lodi has
strongly discoraged such installations in the past. Avong
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1. They may cause pedestrians to have a false sense of
security with respect to vehicular traffic.

2. They may cause a greater number of rear end collisions
due to pedestrians not waiting for gaps in traffic.

3. They may cause an increase in fatal and serious injury
accidents, because crosswalks ar:: usually considered to
be safety devices. However, accident studies show a
disproportionate accident rate in terms of marked versus
unmarked civnsswalks, probably due to a less cautious
pedestrian attitude at unmarked walks.

4. Ardditionally, motorists expect crosswalks and
pedestrians at interesections and when there are
intersections fairly close together, motorists would
not expect to hz*e a crosswalk in the middle of the
block.

A number of cities were contacted in past studies, and it
was found that most not only discourage mid-block
crosswalks, they don't consider them in blocks less than
600-1000 ft. long. Further, the amount of use of this
crosswalk would be minimal in the sense that very few pecple
would use it compared to a mid-block crosswalk in the
downtown area.

Ms. Beverly McFarland, Administrator, Fairmont Rehabilita-
tion Hospital was in the audience and spoke on behalf of

her request.

Following discussion, with questions being directed to Staff
and to Ms. McFarland, Council, on rotion of Mayor Pro
Tempore Murphy, Reid second, denied Ms. McFarland's request
for a mid-block crosswalk between that facility and Lodi
Memorial Hospital. Further, Staff was directed to check
into expediting the construction of wheelchair ramps at the
Fairmont Avenue-Windsor Avenue Crossing.
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Walter E. Ralss, 11.D.

Hedical Dirog.or

Falrmont Rehabliigation Hospltal, lac.
950 South Fairmont Avenue

todl, CA 95240 3

Gentlemen: :

-y K

Publlic Works Department has reviewed your request for a mlid-block crosswelk be~
tween the Falrmont Rehadlllitation Mospital and Lod! Memorlal Hospital. Ve un=-
derstand that this request Is for ressons of safety nf hoth your personnel and
your cllents In the Interchange of patlents between the two facllitles. Con-
flrming the discussion | had last week with Mrs, KcCaffray, tha Publlic Works
Department does not feel that they can make a positive recommendation to the
City Councl! for the Installation of the mld-block crosswalk as pronosed.

For varlous ressons, the Clty of Lodi has strongly discouraged such Installatione
in the past. Among these reasons are: o
1. They mey cause pedestrlians to have & false sense of security with
vespect to vehlcular trafflc. ; %

2. They may cause a greater number of rear end collisions due to ped- . f,
estrlans not walting for gaps In traffic. LF

3. They may cause an Incresse in fatal and ssrious !njury acclidents, %ﬂ:
because crosswelks are usually considered to be safety devices. e

Howsver, accldent studies show a disproportionate accident rete In
terms o marked versus unmerked croiswalks, probably due to a less
cautious pedestrian attitude at unmarked walks,

§. Additicnally, motorists axpect crosswalks and pedestrians at Inter-
sections and when there are Intersections falrily close together,
motorlats would not expect to have & crosswalk In the middie of
a block.

A number of citles were contscted In past studies, and It wes found that most not
only discourage mld-block crosswalks, they don't consider them Inblocks less then
600~1000 f2. long. Further, the amount of use of this crosswalk would be alnimal
in the sense that very few pesople would use It compared to a mid-block crosswelk .
in the downtown sres.

Should you deslre further clarification, feal free to contact ms at enY time.

3incersly yours, i

8. £. Rcbison
Asslistant Clity Engineer

cet City Clerk
OER/meq
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