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lAWRENCE PARK 
BASEBALL FIELD 
RENAMED "'IDNY ZUPO 
FIELD" 

CC-6 
CC-27 (c) 

Council was apprised that the Recreation and Parks . 
Carmission has reccmnended the renaming of the current I 
Lawrence Park Baseball Field to "Tony Zupo Field". The 
suggestion to renarre this fa7ility was present~ J;>Y Mr. . · 
John Ni:l."''Eyer to the Recreat1on and Parks Conmissl.on at l. ts 
November meeting. Mr. Nil!reyer based this proposal on Mr. 
Zupo's 41 years as manager of the local Guild Wine baseball 
team. His involvement with hundreds of young adults, who 
have played for him and have been helped and influenced by 
him in having the opportunity to play at the semi-pro 
level, has been significant. He has supported the local 
B.O.B.S. for 26 years by xrembership and assistance with the 
youth baEeball programs, as well as having been an active 
Irember of the Locii Sr:orts Holl of Fane Camri.ttee, both as a 
"HalJ. of Farner" himself and a ccmnittee member. 

To give sore background on the original narre of ilie park, 
the Lawrence farnil y donated the land for the Grape Bowl, 
Lawrence Park pro!Jer, and the Amory Park f.1cili ties, and 
the park was named after them. In this regard, we 
contacted a member c,f the Lawrence family, Moe Gritsch 
(whom we knew from Recreation Department activities) , and 

requested this narre change. We also asked if tiris would 
pr7sent any conflicts or concerns to the family. Mrs. 
Grl.tsch, whose sons played· for Tony Zupo, was elated over 
the ide~ and indicated that she definitely ~uld approve 
the ~c~on. It was felt by the Chairman of the Recreation 
Oommiss1on and Parks and Recreation Director that this 
approval should be put in writing, and Mrs. Gri tsch 
complied with this request with a letter which we received 
for the Ccmnission rreeting of December 2. 

With the Lawrence family's full supr:ort and the knowledge 
of Mr. Zupo' s contributions, this pror:osal was presented to 
the Contnission and I!Et with 100% approval. 

Mr. Nillreyer was in the aucience and addressed the Council 
regarding his sugge~tion. 

On rrotion of Conncil Member Pinkerton Snider d i' . , secon , 
Counc1.l renarred the cnrrent Lawrence Park Baseball Field to -
"Tony Zupo Field" per Recreation and Parks Corrrnission ... 
recom:endation and 'Jeparti!Ent Head concurrence. Fu':ther 
C?uncl.l directed Staff to have an appropriate plaque or 
s1.gn placed at the site at the earliest possible tii!E. 
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FROM: lHE CITY MANAGER'S OFFICE _ .A..'-' 17, 19861 m. 

SUBJECT: 

J. 

CONSIDER REXXM1ENDATION OF PARKS .AND ROCRFATION ro1MISSION 'ill RENAME 
LAWRENCE PARK BASEBALL FIElD "'IDNY ZUPO FIEri)'' 

PREPARED BY: 

REC.'CM1FNDED AcriON: 

Head concurrence. 

Parks and Fecreation Director 

That the City Council renaiiE the current Lawrence Park 
Baseball Field to '"Ibny Zup::> Field" per Recreation 
and Parks camri.ssion rec""Cliiirerldation and Depart::Irent 

BACKGROUND INFORMATION: The .suggestion to renaiiE this facility was presei1ted 
by ML. John Nillteyer to the Recreation and Parks 
Carmission at its November rreeting. Mr. Nillreyer 

based this prop::>sal on Mr. Zup::>' s 41 years as manager of the local Guil~ Wine 
baseball tea'll. His involve-rent with hundreds of young adults who have played 
for him and have been helped and influenced by him in having the opp::>r.tunity to 
play at the semi-pro level, has been significant. He has supported the local 
B.O.B.S. for 26 years by membership and assistance with the youth baseball 
programs, as well as having been an active rrember of the IOOi Spo...::ts Hall of 
FanE Carmittee, both as a "Hall of Farrer" himself and a conmittec rrernber. 
Mr. Nilrneyer felt this would be an ideal time to have this particular park 
nailEd for him since he has grown up in it. 

To give sore background on the original name of the park, the Lawrence family 
donated the ldi1d for the Grape Bowl, Lawrence Park proper, and the Anrory Parl( 
facilities, and the park was nailEd after them. In this regard, we cont:::cted a 
member of the Lawrence family, Moe Gritsch (whan we knew fran Recreation 
Department activities), and requested this name change. We also asked if this 
\o.UUld present any conflicts or concerns to the family. Mrs. Gritsch, whose 
sons played for Tony ZUp::>, · was elated over the idea and indicated that she 
definitely \o.Uuld approve the action. It was felt by rrryself and the Chainna.n of 
the Rec):"eation Crnmission that this approval should be put in writing, and Mrs. 
Gritsch complied with this request with a letter which we received for the 
Ccmn:ission meeting of December 2. A copy of this· letter is attached. · 

With the Lawrence fami.i y' s full supp::>rt and the knowledge of Mr. Zup::>' s 
contributions, this pro~sal v:as presented to t."le Ccmnission and rret with 100% 
approval • 

Ronald W. Williamson 
Parks and Recreation Director 
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