LAWRENCE PARK
BASEBALL' FIELD
RENAMED ™TONY 2UPO
FIELD"
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Council was apprised that the Recreation and Parks
Cammission  has recommended the renaming of the current
Lawrence Park Baseball Field to "Tony Zupo Field". The
suggestion to rename this facility was presented by Mr.

John Nilmeyer to the Recreation and Parks Commission at its
November meeting. Mr. Nilmeyer based this proposal on Mr.
Zupo’s 41 years as manager of the local Guild Wine baseball
team. His involvement with hundreds of young adults, who
have played for him and have been helped and influenced by
him in having the opportunity to play at the semi-pro
level, has been significant. He has supported the local
B.0.B.S. for 26 years by membership and assistance with the
youth baseball programs, as well as having been an active
member of the Lodi Sports Hall of Fame Cammittee, both as a
"Hall of Famer” himself and a cuammittee member. -

To give same background on the original name of the park,
the Lawrence family donated the land for the Grape Bowl,
Lawrence Park prover, and the Ammory Park facilities, and
the park was named after them. In this regard, we
contacted a member of the Lawrence family, Moe Gritsch.
(whom we knew from Recreation Department activities), and

requested this name change. We also asked if this would
present any conflicts or concerns to the family. Mrs
Grltgch, whose sons played - for Tony Zupo, was elated ove.t.'
the ldeg and indicated that she definitely would approve
the gct;.on. It was felt by the Chairman of the Recreation
Commission and Parks and Recreation Director that thls:
approyal should be put .in writing, and Mrs. Gritsch
complied with this request with a letter which we received
for the Commission meeting of December 2.

With the Lawrerce family's full su : ‘

: pport and the knowled
of Mr. Z.upo.'s contributions, this proposal was presented gg
the Commission and met with 100% approval.,

Mr. Nilmeyer was in the audience and addressed th unci
Q3 . CO
regarding his suggestion. © H

On motion of Council Member Pinkerton i seco

Souncn renamed the current Lawrence Park 'Ba'sseng:ff Fieldng') .
Tony Zupo Field" per Recreation and parks Cammission
recommendation and Department Head concurrence. Fu~ther
Cqunc1l directed Staff to have an appropriate plaqu;a or
51gn placed at the site at the earliest posegible time,
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sumsect:

CONSIDER RECOMMENDATION OF PARKS AND RECREATION COMMISSION TO RENAME
LAWRENCE PARK BASEBALL FIEID "TONY ZUPO FIELD" .

PREPARED BY: ‘ " Parks and Recreatlon Director

RECOMMENDED ACTION: That the City Council rename the current Lawrence Park
Baseball Field to "Tony Zupo Field" per-Recréation
and Parks Commission recommendation and Department

Head concurrence.

BACKGROUND INFORMATION: The suggestion to rename this facility was presented
by M. John Nilmeyer to the Recreation and Parks
Camission at its November meeting. Mr. Nilmeyer
based this proposal on Mr. Zupo's 41 years as manager of the local Guild Wine
baseball team. His involvement with hundreds of young adults who have played
for him and have keen helped and influenced by him in having the opportunity to
play at the semi-pro level, has been significant. He has supported the local
B.0.B.S. for 26 years by membership and assistance with the youth baseball
programs, as well as having been an active member of the Lodi Sports Hall of
Fame Committee, both as a "Hall of Famer" himself and a committez member.
Mr. Nilmeyer felt this would be an ideal time to have this particular park
named for him since he has grown up in it.

To give some background on the original name of the park, the Lawrence family
donated the land for the Grape Bowl, Lawrence Park proper, and the Armory Park
facilities, and the park was named after them. In this regard, we contocted a
member of the Lawrence family, Moe Gritsch (whom we knew fram Recreation
Department activities), and requested this name change. We also asked if this
would present any conflicts or concerns to the family. Mrs. Gritsch, whose
sons played for Tony Zupo, was elated over the idea and indicated that she
definitely would approve  the action. It was felt by myself and the Chairman of
the Recreation Commission that this approval should be put in writing, and Mrs.
Gritsch complied with this request with a letter which we received. for the
Canmlssmn meeting of December 2. A copy of this letter is attached. '

With the Lawrence famiiy's full support and the knowledge of Mr. Zupo's
contributions, this proposal was presented to the Commission and met with 1003

approval

Ronald W. Williamson
Parks and Recreation Director
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