O
(A

8]
.1

City Ha:l, City of Lodi
Yonday, September 29-1924,

Pursuant to Resolution Yo, 445, passed and adopted by the
Board on September 25th,1924, the Board of Trusiees of the City
of Lodi met in special session at 8 o'clock P.X. on “he above
date, Trustees Hale, Kettler, Roach, Shattuck and Spooner present.

The minutes of the special meeting of September 25th,1924
were read and aoproved without correction or addition,.

After stabing that the meebting was called to institute proc-
eedings Tor an investization into charges made publicly by the
Reverened Benjamin Smith and others that police officers or offic-
ials of the City had been present in a certain Chinese gambling
house in the City and that no arrests had been rade, the Presid-
ent turned over the examinetion of witnesses to the City Attorney.

J.E.Hopkins, being first duly sworn, stated that he had been
present in the Christian Church and had heard the statement made
by Reversned Smith that " %wo officials of the City had been pres-
ent in a gambling house that had been raided but a few days prev-
iously". ¥r Hopkins was quite positive that the word "Officials”
Jas used, '

Cn call for the appsarance and testimony of Benjamin Smith,

on
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H.3,Gray aidressed the Board and handed the President a let-
ter, which the Clerk was dirscted to read, the same being as fol-
lows.:~

Lodi, Calif,
Sept 2%9th-24
T 3 of Trustzes of the City of Lodi,
sion Sept 29th.,1924,

Honorable Sirs:- Ths invitation to appsar before you to night
is of such a nature as to make it necessary for me to declins,

In doing so 1 call your attention to the fact that about one
vear ago 1 voluntarily ca'me before the Board of Trustees to

iscuss the matter of law enforcement, In attempting to speak, I
was ca;isd dom, and given to understand that it was not my piace
to speak. _

1 may a2lso stste that at the present time | have some inform-
ation and suggestions that misht be helpful to the administration
when the subjsce of Law Enforcementis seriously considsred, 1
am ready to give such information and suggestions to the Board of
Trustees at any time mutually agreed upon. 1 am also willing for
ths public to ve invited to such hearin%'.

© 1 have shovm my desire to coopasrale by olfering assistance
to clsar our city of bootlesczers and gamblers. Such assistance
has been rejected both by ofFicers and officials, with one exception.

As a titizen of Lodi desiring to cooperate with the admin-
istration 1 feel tha t I am, at least, entitled to a curtsous
invitation to appsar before you.

Sincerely & Respectfully,
(Signed) BENJ: BSMITH
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mithsrefusal to obey the Boards subpoerna sas for the

0 e Shattuck, seconded by
Trustee Roa ch, the Clerk was dirscted to prepars such copies

of the proceedings in this matter as the Attorney might reguire

ct

so that the President could take up the matter in the courts.

Yorrest Pelton, one of the witnesses subpoened, was then
called and being sworn testified in regard to a certain con-

versation had bebween himself and one C.8.Liter in which Liter

nad stated that the Board had not bebbter oursue their invest-
izations as "they" had the goods on the guiliy officers.,

C.C,Liter ias then surmoned, having besen duly served
7ith a subpoena, but was not present and on motion of Trustse
Shattuck, secondad by Trustse Yettler, the President was dir-
sctad to take the same measures to compel testimony as in the
case of Rev, Benj. Smith,

Presi‘ent Spooner statsd that thsre seemed to be no
further action possible at this time; he then invited any one
dssiring to volunteer testimony %o take the wiiness chair,
thare as no rssponse. ‘

Cn motion of Trustse Shatiuck, seconded by Trustee Hale,

the Board adjourned,




